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THE FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

A —NATIONALITY AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.
1. GENERAL REVIEW.

Tu 1850 there were 101,684 professional fishermen in the United States. In addition to the
professional fishermen there is a large class of men who have beeun called < semi.professional fisher-
men,” including the men who derive from the fisheries less than half of their entive income.

In the class of shoresmen may be placed (1) the curers and packers of fish; {2) the vessel
owners apd fitters who furnish supplies and apparatus for the use of the active fishermen; (3) the
shopkeepers from whom they purchase provisions and elothing; (4) the skilled laborers whoe manu-
factare for them articles of apparel and shelter ; (5) the manofacturers of boxzes, barrels, refrigera-
tors, and other appliances nsed in packing and preserving the catch; (6) the vessel and boat build-
ers and artisans who keep the fleet in repair; and (7) the fish dealers and market men. Taking
into account all those persons who are directly empleyed in the fisheries for a greater or lesg portion
of the year, those who are dependent upon the fishermen in a commereial way for support, and the
members of their families whe deperd on their labors, it cannot be extravagunt to estimate {he
total nnmber of persons dependent upon the fisheries of this country at from 860,000 fo 1,060,600,

The total value of the fisheries of the United States to the producers in 1880 was $14,546,055,
and a fair estimate of the wholesale market value of the products would inerease the amount to
nearly $90,000,000, :

Of the twenty-nine States and Territories whose citizens are engaged in the fisbery industry,
sixteen have more than a thousand professional fishermen each. The most important of these
is Massachuseits, with 17,1056 men; second stands Maine, with $,110; unless, indeed, the 16,000
oystermen of Virginia and the 15,000 of Maryland are allowed to swell the totals for those States.
Maine, however, stands second so far as the ocean fisheries proper are concerned.

In geographical areas the Southern Atlantic States rank first in the nnmber of fishermen, with
38,774 men ; followed by the New England States, with 29,538; the Middle States, exclusive of
the Great Lakes, with 12,584 ; the Pacific States and Territories, 11,613; the Great Lakes, 4,403;
and the Gulf States, 4,382,

The number of professional fishermen in each State and Territory is as follows:

! SBtate or Terrltery | Nomber, | Btate or Tevritory. i Number. ll Btafe or Topritory. : Namber. i

{ Alabama. ... ... 545 || Madne ..oovvoaoeiineaian.! L VLI T s
ALBEA .vseeines e e 6,000 [} Marsland ..ooee-ooovenioeecl 16,873 || Oregom o e 2,185
D Californta.......... o cene.. 2,080 || Mosazchasobts .o ooriereeos | 17,305 | Peunsylvania ..o 511
}Connecticut_...“..,““.., o 585 || Mickigan . _....... U : 1,000 | Ruode Ialand .. .. .....-.. 1,002
| DelaWare voceeeeiiveiian. 1,662 | Minnesota ......-. R 30 || Senih Cnrollor .. .....ovee. ' 654
Floxdds o, ovoeevennreinaes 2,284 || Missiamippl ..o....- IO I00 | Toxas. covnimnmucacnnce e 451
P P 803 || New Hampebire ... _....! 358§ Virgints oo 18, 051
TLinoke . .o s 265 || New Jeraey.......- e i 5,059 || Washington Terrltory ...-.. 720

INAIBRE ... enenn 45 | Now Tork.coerovnimeend 5,890 [| Wisoomsln oy T80 |
| Lontgsun, .oeeeeeeeeeeee 1300 NoﬂthmIinu.,...._-...-.i’ 4,729 Total oonnesooveeeeees| 107,088

]



6 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

The majority of our fishermen are native born citizens of the United States, althongh in certain
localities there are extensive communities of foreigners, clinging to the traditions of their father-
lands, and conspicuous in the regions where they dwell by reason of their peculiar customs and
pbysiognomies. Most numerous of these are the natives of the British Provinces, of whom ilere
are at least 4,000 employed in the fisheries of Now England, Gloacester reporting 1,600, Trovince-
town 800, New Bedford 800, and smaller numbers in other minor perts of this region.

There are probably not less than 2,000 Portuguese, chiefly natives of the Azores and the Cape
de Verde Islands. In the New Bedford whaling fleet there are aboat 800 of these men; at Prov-
incetown 400, mapy of them on the whaling vessels; in Gloucester 250, and on the coast of Cali-
fornia, 200. Most of the Portugnese have brought their families with them and bave built up
extensive communities in the towns whence they sail upon their fishing voyages.

There are also abont 1,000 Seandinavians, 1,000 or more of Irish and English birth, a considerable
number of French, Italian, Austrians, Minorcans, Sclavs, (ireeks, Spaniards, and Germans. Inthe
whaling fleet may be fonnd Lascars, Malays, and a larger number of Kanakas, or natives of the
various South Sea Istands. In the whale fishery of Southern Xew Englind a considerable number
of men of partial Indian descent may be fornd, and in the fisheries of the Great Lalkes, especially
those of Lake Superior and the vicinity of Mackinaw, Indians and Indian halfDreeds are employed.

The salmon and other fisheries of Puget Sonnd are prosecuted chiefly by the aid of Indian
fishermen. In Alaska, where the population depends almost eatirely npon the fisheries for sup-
port, the head of every family is a professional fisherman, Though vpon a very low estimate one-
fourth: of the inhabitants of Alaska shenld be considered as fishermen, few of them catch fish for
the use of others than their own immediate dependents,

Ounly one Chinaman has as yet eurolled himself among the fishermen of the Atlantic coast,
but in California and Uregon there are about 4,000 of these men, all of whom, excepting about 300,
are employed as factory hands in the salmon canneries of the Sacramento and Columbia basins.
The 300 who have the right to be clasged amony the actnal fishermen live, for the most part, in |
Calitornia, and the product of their industry is, 10 a very great extent, exported to China, although
they supply the local demands of their countrymen resident on tle Pacific coast.

Tle negro element in the fishing population is somewhat extensive, We have no means of
a- certaining how many of this 1ace are included among the native-born Americans returned by the
census reporters,  The shad fisheries of the South are prosecuted chicfly by the use of negro muscle,
aud probably not less than 4,000 or 5,000 of these men arc erployed during the shad and herring
scason in setting and hauling the seines. The only locality where negroes participate to a large
extent in the shiore fisheries is Key West, Fla., where the natives of the Bahamas, both negro and
white, are considered among the most skillful of the sponge and market fishermen, Negroes aro
rarely fonud, however, upon the sea-going fishing vessels of the North. There is not a single negro
amoug the 5,000 fishermen of Gloucester, Mass.,, and their absence from the fishing vessels of
other New England ports is none the less noteworthy. There is, however, a considerable sprink-
ling of negroea among the crews of the whaling vessels of Provincetown and Now Bedford. New
Bedford alone reports over two handred pegroes: these men are, for the most part, natives of
Jamaica, St. Croix, and other of the West India islands, and also of the Cape de Verde Islands,
where American whaling vessels engaging in the Atlantic fishery are acecustomed to make harbor
for recroiting and enroiling their crews.

As a connterpart to the solitary Chinaman engaged iz the Atlantic fisheries, we hearof a
solitary negro on the Pacifie coast, a lone fisherman, who sits on the wharf at New Tacoms,
‘Waskington Territory, and fishes to supply the local market.
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The number of foreign fisbermen in the United States, excluding the 5,000 negroes and the
8,000 Indians and Eskimos, who are considered to e native-born citiscns, probably does mot
exceed 10 to 12 per cent. of the total number,

Az is shown by the figures given above, considerably more than one-half of the fishing popu-
lation of the United Btates, excluding the oystermen of Virginia and Maryland, belongs to the
Atlantic coast north of the Capes of Delaware. Of this number, at least four-fifihs, or 46,000, are
of English descent. They are by far the most interesting of our fishermen, sinee to their numbers
belong the 20,000 or more men who may properly be desig nated the “sailor fishermen® of the
United States, the crews of the trim and beautiful vessels of the sea-going fishingfleet, which
shonld be the chief pride of the American marive, and which is of such importance to eur country
as a training school for mariners, and as & medium through which one of the most valuable food
resources of the continent is made available,

The fishing population of Maine, Massachusetts, and Counnecticnt is composed, for the most
pari, especially in the country districts, of native-born Americans. In the large fishing poris
there is, however, an extensive admixtare of foreigners, among whom the natives of the Britich
Provinees, chiefly Nova Beotians and Newfoundlanders, are largely in the majority. The Beverly
bavkers are manned to a large extent by Nova Scotians, who are shipped at the Leginning of the
snominer by the vessels which proceed for that purpose to the seaport towns of that Provinee. The
Plymouth fleet, before 1861, was manned almost wholly by Americans, then for some years chiefly
by Nova Scotians, now almost entire]ly by Americans. Part of the erews and several of the eaptains
of the Bucksport fishing vessels are Provincials, and there is a limited number of these men, prin-
cipally from New Brunswick, engaged in the shore and vessel figsheries of Eastport. In addition
to thefe, there are many Provineial fishermen at different points along the coast of Maine.

Gloucester has 140 men of British birth, a large proportion of whom are Irish, while the Boston
market fleet is manned principally by T¥ishmen.

Gloncester has nearly 400 Scandinavians amouy its fishermen and about 70 Frenchmen., The
New Bedford whaling fleet, with its motley gathering of sailors from every port of the world, has
individuals of nearly every race. In 1880 the crews of this fleet were composed as follows: 900
Americans; 800 Portugnese; 250 English and Irish; 200 British-Provineinls; 200 Germans; 200
Bouth Sea Islanders or Kanakas; 200 Negroes; 50 French, and 50 Swedes.

In general traits of character fishermen eannot be distinguished from the population on shore,
In some special branches of the fisheries, as the boat fisheries of Maine, the men live a compara-
tively secluded life, and acquire, after many years, a bearing and physiognomy peculiar to them-
selves, -

The enterprise of New England fishermen is weil known. They are not eounservative, bat
eager to adopt inventions and discoveries that may promise to benefit them iu tbeir work. This
tratt is manifest in the readiness with which they bave adopted “{he purse-seines in place of the
kook and line in the eapture of mackerel; and, again, in their readiness to experiment with and
then to adopt gill-nets in the shore fisheries for the capturq of cod,

They are a hardy and daring race of men, particularly in Xew England, Their powers of
endurance and their skill are noteworthy, The bighest type of seamanship is attained among
American fishermen. The whalemen of Nantucket and New Bedford have pursued their prey in
all oteans, and have ad(léd greatly to the geographical knowledge of the world.

In general education the inhabitants of the fishing towns of New En gland are among the most
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intelligent. The Plymouth colonists, soon after their arrival, set apart by law a portion of the
revenune arising from the sale of fishing licenses for the support of public schools.

The schools of New England fishing towns are attended by the boys nntil they are old enough
to go to sea, and by the girls until they are of a marriageable dge. It is gunite nsnal for boys to
engage in fishing in summer and go to school in the winter; some do this until they have arrived
af the age of manhood. The girls are generally better educated than the boys, and the intelli-
gence and refinement of the women of the fishing towns seem to a stranger quite noteworthy.
The excellent education of wives and mothers of the fishermen cannot he without important effects
upon the intellizence of the class, _

The people of most of the fishing villages, from the Bay of Fandy to New York, are generally
as intelligent and refinped as in the average agricultural and manunfacturing communities of the
adjoining interior,

The fishermen of the Southern States are not remarkable for their intelligence; in fact, the
thousands of oyster dredgers of ihe Chesapeake Bay are by reputation a degraded class. Their
very lawlessness is supposed to recommend them to the service. The oyster-tongers in the same
region are of a bigher class, yet indolent and improvident. By law of the State of Maryland the
revenne from the sale of oyster-tonging licenses, amnounting annually to about $20,000, is given to
the public school commiasioners, who apply it to the support of schools, license-money from colored
oystermen being for the support of eolored schools, and from white oystermen for white schools.

TRAITS AND CUSTOMS OF NEW ENGLAND FISHERMEN.—The system of discipline npon a New
England fishing schooner is such that it requires extracrdinary tact and judgment on the part of
the commanding officer. The captaiu or skipper is the sele officer, and, except when he has some
vrder to give in relation to sailing the vessel or catching fish, he has no special authority over the
crew, and the respect with which be is treated by the men is ounly that which his personal char-
acter obtains for him. This system of officering the vesfels is attended by many serious disad-
vantages, and it would be a great benefit to our fisheries if the crews could be organized more in
accordance with the usage of the merchant marine,

The peculiar dialeet of the fisbermen affords opportunity for studies of great interest. Of
course their langnage is not {ree from a considerable amount of slang and technical phrases pecu-
liar to their profession. Many of their words were bronght to this country by their ancestors two
hundred years ago, and, althongh at that {ime common throughout England, have now become
obsolete or are regarded as provipeialisms. On many parts of the coast a very pnre idiomatic
English is spoken. The peculiar words which one constantly hears add force and interest to their
conversations.

Altlough the sailor fishermen of New England are not as o class religious, in most of the smaller
fishing towns & high tone of morality prevails. Profane language is almost universally prevalent,
but in other respects moralists’would in general find little to criticise. In very many places the
skipper of a vessel loses caste if it is kuowan that he allows his crew to fish on Sunday, and for
two consecutive years the Menhaden 0il and Guano Association have passed resotutions forbidding
their employés to fish upon the Sabbath. In the early part of the present century a barrel of ram
was an indispensable article in the oatfit of & fishing vessel; at present it is extremely rare for
ardent spirits of any kind to be found on board of the vessels, and popular sentiment is greatly
against its use. Most of the fishing ports along the eoast have prohibitery laws, which are rigidly
enforced. E

Bearing in mind the difcnlties met by fishermen in obtaining supplies of reading matter, the
quantity and quality of their literature is somewhat remarkable. Hundreds of copies of such
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papers ag the New York Weekly, Baturday Night, Fireside Companion, Xew York Ledger, Harper's
Weekly, and Frank Leslie's Illnstrated Newspaper are bought weekly by the fishermen of Glonees.
ter. On their vessels a number of volumes may always be found ; Dickens, Shakespeare, Byron,
and Abbott’s Life of Napoleon being among the most popular works,

The food of the New England fishermen is usnally of an exeellent quality, and to this improve
ment during the past quarter of a century may be attributed tle increase in the longevity and
period of active service among these men; fhis is 80 noteworthy as to attract the atteniion of all
observers. The cook is often better paid than the captain, and is, in fact, the most important
member of the crew,

Diseases are comparatively rare, the most prevalent being dyspepsia and rheumatism. In the
larger ports, where there is much eompetition, cases of nervous exhanstion are by no means infre-
quent among the skippers and the most ambitions fishermen. Vessels carry a plentiful supply of
medicines, and sowe of the skippers are quite expert in the application of certain simple remedies.

Ports which, like Gloucester, engage in the winter fisheries, have their fishing popalation
decimated every year or two by severe disasters, bnt the fishermen do not feel any hesitation in
going to sea, never admitting that the disasters which have befallen their comrades con affect
themselves.

To describe the rontine of life on board of a fishing vessel woald be interesting, since it is
very unlike that of otber men, even muriners of other classes. Three months or more spent on &
vessel anchored in its solitary berth on the banks, hnndreds of miles from the land, is an experi-
enee whiel necessarily develops many peculiar habits among those who follow such 4 life.  From
daybreak until dark they ply their lines from the deck or from little boats, and half of the night
is often devoted to preserving the fish which have been caught during the day. Storms are eon.
stantly occurring, and the dangers to which these men are éxposed are numerols and scvere.

A system of mntual insurance, or rather provision for the welfare of their families, is practiced
by the fishermen of Gloncester by which a certain percentage of each man’s earnings is set aside,
to ba applied for the henefit of the wives and children of those who have been lost at sea. The
financial profits of the fishermen are extremely uncertain. A common fisherman may make #1,000
a year or may find himself at the end of twelve months deeply in debt for the snpplies which have
been advanced to bis family by the shopkeepers during his absence. In 1859 the average yield to
the fishermen of Marblchead was $50 each, and in other years the profits have been even less. In
some rare instances (loucester skippers, who were owners of vessels, have made $10,000 to 15,000
a year. -

One of 1he most interesting topics developed by the study of fishermen is that of their super-
stitions. The most common of these is that relating to “ Jonahs.” Certain articles of apparel, such
a8 a black traveling-bag or a pair of blue mittens or stockings are thought to be sire to bring ill
luek, Some fishermen think it *a Jonah” to leave a bucket half full of water on deck, to drive a
nail on Sunday, to keep the deck clean, or to break a looking-glass. Superstitious nsages are very
little prevalent; the practice of wearing earrings, 80 common ‘amony other mariners and believed
to be Leneflcial to the sight, is rarely met with.

Uertain curions customs might be referred to, but these are usually carried ont in a Jjoking
manner. The fisherman wlio nails a horseshoe oo the end of his bowsprit bas usually no more
faith in its supernatural power than the young iady who hangs it over the door of her parlor,



10 TISHERMEXN OF THE UXNITED STATES.

2. THE BHGRE FISHERMEN OF MAINE,

GENERAL cuanacTiRlsrics.—The men who are engaged in the shore fisheries of Maiuve
are almoest whelly of American birth., The majority of thew have been brought up from their boy-
hood to a life on the water.  Beeaose of the deeline of the coasting busincss in which their fathers,
to a great extent, were cmployed before thews, many of them have engaged in this particular
brancl of the fisheries as the only opportunity lelt then of making a living from the products of
the sea.,

HARDILOOD. ~~Jadging from the exposnre {6 which tlese fishermen are frequently subjeeted,
and the absence of il effects npon their health by reason of sueh exposmres, it may safely be said
that they are n hardy class of men; perbaps not as daring and vigorous, however, as are the men
engaged in deep sea fishing and who are oficn absent from shore for weeks and months together.
The sliore fislierinen are frequently compelled te spend the night in their fitile open boats waiting
for the torn of the tide or for a favorable wind.

SUBMISSTON TO DIFFICULTIES.—These fishertien are chronic gramblers, and notaltogether with-
out reason.  The terrible scarcity of bait, particularly annoying when good tishing is reported by
the more fortrate—aeombined with the miserable prices they sometimes obtain for their fish, is not
caleulated to wake a may jubilant or arouse dormant energics, if such exist. Each is largely de-
pendent apon his ¢ buyer,” who, aceording to the state of the market, or for other reasons, may
direet the fishermen cither to go fishing next morning or atay at home, If he goes contrary to the
advice of Lis patron he bas a very poor chiance of receiving from him any sum for hig sl which
will eompensate the loss of time and labor. The wish to acenmulate mesns is therefore absent Ly
reason of itg impossibility, and the time devoted to fishing is ouly so much as will provide himself
and family with-something to eat and wear. Some of these fishermen, however, are enterprising
and indusirious, and prefitiag by the inactivity of their fellows they aequire a fair competence.

It ean hardly Le suid that the “chropic gruombler” is Yazy, for when searching for bait or trav-
eling to ot from the groumls he will row a large boat several wiles and think nothing of it. This
apparent contradietion in his nature is due to his inalility te ehange the existing state of affairs
or to earn a livelihood in any other way : thaos hardship and privations are calmly salwmitted to
as a mitter of course,

LACK OF EXTLERPRISE.—Money seems to Lave bot small powers of attraction when offerel
to these fishermen for work not connected with fishing. A member of our staff, who visited the
coast in 1880, found couvsiderable trouble in seenring thie services of some one whoe was willing to
row Lim from place to place, and therchy earn good wages, thongh many of them were doing
nothing. A larger refurn than conunon from selling fish is usually speut as fancy may first dictate
or serves as a reason for deferring, as long as possible, the next fishing expedition.

MARRIAGI AND ITOML L1FE.—Most of these men marry at an early age, generally from eighteen
to twenty years: 1hey tlius become respousible for the support of a family almost before arriving

at mavhood.

The houses occupied by the families of these Maine shore-fishermen are usunally old-fashioued
wooden buildings, one and a half stories bigh; in some cases neat and home-like in appearance,
bat more generally [acking in taste and order, Must of these houses are surroumded by a  patch ™
of grownd from three quarters of an acre to three or four acres in area, which, if properly attended
to on the daya unpropitions for fishing, might provide largely toward the support of the family, but
negligence eharacterizes the appearance of mapy and weeds flonrish undisturbed. The families
subsist, for the most part, upon the products of the seca—fish, lobsters, and clams—and npon the
vegetables from their gardens.
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Camp of shure shiermen near Cape Newsagen, Maine,
Druwing by Capt. J. W. Cullins.
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When at home the fisherman of this class passes most of his time In lounging about with bis
companions, relating personal adventures and talking superficially over the ontlook. Not possess-
ing a * business head,” he does not carry these speenlations farther than to * hope for better luck.”
The same time spent in hunting for bait, scarce as it is, might better serve to realize his hopes.
He may, despite his failings, be considered as honest, good-bearted, and contented with bLis lot,
or perhaps we may better express i, resigned to fate.

LEpvcaTion.—Lducation is not in an advanced state. There are schools in almost all of the
fishing {owns, where winter and sammer sessions are Lield, attended by the youvg of hoth sexes.
The boys are taken away permancntly from school as soon as they are considered useful, leaving the
inference a fair one that the girls are better edueated when they leave schoo! than the boys. The
means of supplying food for the boys’ minds being so limited it is not strange that their licads are
undisturbed by constant planning of greal schemes huving for their end the aceumulation of wealth.

FivavcisL coxprrioN.—The fishermen of the preseat time have lost the privilege of obtain-
ing on credit articles of food, &c., from the storekeepers, who, on account of ihe tendeney on the
part of the former to avoid the payment of their bills, have in the past lost leavily. Formerly the
fishermen were good customers, buying extensively and making exertions to {ultill their obligations,

A fair average return per annum to the fisherman, since 1875, when lait began to be scaree and
the price of fisli to diminish, is estimated at $175; in 1879, however, the majority did net realize
$100 apiece.

FisEEiMEN AT GEORGETOWN.—The shore-fishermen of the Keunebec side of Georgetown
are wnostly engaged in pound fishing, but a few are interested in boat fishing for cod, baddock,
bake, and pollock, They are almost wholly dependent for their suppert upon the money obtained
by tho sale of their fish. In summer, however, a few weeks are spent in picking and shipping
berries, and in digging clams or entting ice in winter. They do not engage in any one particu-
lar kind of fishing, but torn their attention to that which they believe to be the most profitable
at the time. Some of these men always return at night; others, known as “campers)” start in the
spring with a small steve, blankets, and some cooking ufensils, staying away until some necessily
compels them to leave for home. The rcturns earned in this way used fo equal the average
retarns of the deep-sea fisherimen, but for the past three or fonr years the case hax been very
different.

BOAT FISHERMEN OF I"ORTLAND.—The boat-fishermen of Portland live, for the most part, on
the islands in the vicinity of the city and at Cape Elizabeth, both for economy aud for cotsvenience
in getting to and from tle fishing grounds. This class represents the better element, being very
largely composed of married men, who prefer to underge lonesome hardship in tleir little boats
remaining near home to being separated {rom those dear to them in large vessels for a long time.
It is estimated that the married boat-fishermen of Portland number one hnndred and ten, and that
they possess an average of about three children each.

3. THE VESSEL-FISHERMEX OF MAINE.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTIOS.—The fishing vesscls of Maine are largely manned by men of
American birth, most of them natives of this State, who have followed the fisheries from their youth.
Their habits of lifo are in many respects the same as those of the shore-fishermen. They have, a8 a
elags, all the enterprise and dariog of the fishermen at the larger ports in Massachusetts. They are,
however, more conservative and contented, and do not eare to risk the great dangers attending the
winter fisheries on the Banks, preferring rather to follow the fisheries during the sammer months,
and to remain idle or engage in other pursnits during the winter. Many of them, however, follow
the shore fisherios in winter and the vessel fisheries in summer.
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The reasou why the Maine fishermen do not epgage in the offshore winter fisheries can prob-
ably be found in the fact that they have not the system of mutual jmsarance which prevails in
Gloucester. The probability of vessels being lost on winter trips is so great that few individnals
or firmg care to incur the risk without insnrance; and the cost of iusuring in stock companies iz
too high to leave any profits. It is, therefore, seemingly a guestion of the profitable employment
of capital, and not a lack of courage or enterprise in the fishermen, that hos commonly prevented
the winter fisheries from being extensively prosecnted from Maine.

In substantiation of this statement, it can be said that a large percentape of the most daring
and efficient fuhermen sailing from Gloucester are natives of Maine. In the sharp competition
which exists among the fishermen of this port, those from Maine held a prominent place and are
second to none in bravery, hardibood, and seamanship--qualitieg which are pre-eminently required
in the winter fisheries.

The following notes, communicated to Mr. Earll by a close observer, for many years living in
one of the principal fishing ports of Maine, indicate the habits and {raits of those fishermen at
soine of the (shieg ports of this State:

 EARLY TRAINING.—A man about to ship in a vessel will make arrangements to take his boy
with him, The boy is taken out at the age of fen to twelve years. At first he may be kept aboard
the vessel cutiing sounda and fishing over the rail, or he may be allowed to accompany his father
in his dory; and then Lie adds to the father’s catch. He retorns in the fall and again enters school
for the winter term, but is taken out again early iv spring to go om another trip. By the time he
is fifteen, or sixtcon at most, he has a dory of Lis own and forms one of the crew, catching his
share of the trip. With his boyish desire to be a man he readily takes (o any vice common to
others of the crew, and is soon led to be ag rough as any of his companions. His ehief aim
now is fo be a fisherman and to be with the fishermen, and he returns in the fal] feeling that
e ig too 0l1d for school, and if he enters it is largely that he may have a good time. He now wishes
to stady oply geography and arithmetie, thinks reading and spelling beaeath him, while, to use his
own language, ‘ grammar will do well enough for the biled-shirt feHers and the girls, but as for him
he has po time for such trash.” The only way now to reach him is by a general black-board exer-
cise and course of oral iustruction in those branches against which be is prejudiced, This is be-
ing introduced with favorable results, but the average fisher boy takes so little interest in schools
after he has been away for two or three summers that he will improve but little. The fisherman’s
daughbter fares better, for there is little to keep her busy ountside of school, aud she, if once inter
ested in the work, has the chance of gratifying her desires beyond that of any other class. ASs
a result we find her often a very bright and intellectnal young girl where the schonl privileges
will allow and where she is not képta back by the home influences.

¢ MARRIED LIFE—When the fisherman marries he soon has a large family, varyigg with the
locality, the inferior communities averaging more than the more intellectnal and welle-do ones.
In one seetion of twenty famities, taken in order as they chanced to live, the average was exactly 5,
the extremes being 11 and 0. The hard times seem to have no influence upon eitber the marriage
or birth rate, for in 1878, the ealmination of n series of adverse years, there were more marriages
than for any year since 1874 by considerable, and the birth rate was unaseaily large®

* HERRINGS AND MARRIAGES.— The connection between herrings snd marrisges way not be obvicus to all, but
the Scotch registers make it clear enough.  In the returns for the third quarter of the present year (1871) the regiatrar
of Fraserburgh states that the hesring Gshery was very successful, spd the valua of the cateh, inclading casks snd
caring, may be sot down at £1530,000 aterling, and the marriages were 80 per cent, ahove the average. One registrar,
in his retutn for the guarier, reports metriages in his distriet ¢ like angele’ visite, few and far between’ At the fish-
ing villagea it may be pnt more briefly—no herring, ne wedding.”
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Y IITERARY TABTES; ABRSOCIATIONS.—The fisherman reads bat little, in {act almost noth-
ing in the way of books, and confnes himself almost wholly to story papers, thongh 1o one paper
seems to have 8 preference,

“The seawan, be he fisherman or not, has, irom long and constaut assoeiation wih his fellows,
grown to be » man who is diseontented in solitude. He has been so long ind constantly in the com-
pany of others that be cannot endare being alone ; and just here we find a partial cxplanation of
his discontent with the ordinary shore life. When at home in winter he is not satisfied to remain
by himself; he must have other men around lim, and wo see him congregating with others at
an old wharf where they may while away the time in jesting together and in conversution about
things pertaining to their vocation. If one is going to the village half a mile away he will wait
an hour for the sake of baving some one to walk down with, and, conversing only on subjects con-
nected with his work, he gradually comes to enjoy himself only in {he socieiy of fishermen. Who
Las not everkeard a conversation between twe old salts and observed how casily it drifted into
things conuected with the sea and how persistently it clung there$

« HoME LIFE.—The man being away so much his wife learns to act as his agent, and generally
being the more capable of the two she controls matters at bome, and e comes often i the eapacity
of a bearder. Her word is considered better th:an his, and she is not infrequently the leader. He
neglecis work about the honse at the proper time and cuts his wood in the spow, &e. During the
hard times he has mortgaged his house, and often two families live together with little or nothing
altractive about them,”

4. THE FISEHERMEN OF THE ISLES OF SHOALS.

+

TEE ISLES OF SHOALR FISHERMEN 1IN 1873.—Concerning the fishermen of these islands off
the eoast of New Hampshire, Celia Thaxter, in 1873, wrote:

¢ They lead & life of the greatest hardship and exposure, during the winter especially, setting
their trawls 15 or 20 miles to the eastward of the islands, drawing them next day if the stormy
winds and waves will permit, and taking the fish to Portsmouth to sell. It is desperately bard
work, trawling at this season, with the bitter wind blowing in their feeth and the flying spray
freezing upon everything it touches—boats, masts, sails, decks, clothes completely cased in ice, aud
fish frozen solid as soon as taken from the water. The inborn politeness of these fishermen to
stranger women is something delightful to witness. I remember once landing in Portsmouth and
being obliged to cross three or four echooners just in (with their freight of frozen fish lying open-
mouthed in a solid mass on deck) to reach the wharf, No courtly gentlemen could have displayed
more beautiful behavior than did these rough fellows, all pressing forward with real grace——becsase
the feeling which prompted them was a true and Jofty fecling—-to help me over the tangle of ropes
and saile %nd anchore to a safe footing on shore.

“Very fow accidents happen, however: the islanders are a cautiouns people. Years ago, when
the white sails of their little fleet of whale-boats used to futter out of the sheltered bight and stand
out to the fishing grounds in the bay, how many eyes followed themw iu the early Light and watched
them in the distance through the day, till, toward sunset, they spread their wings to fly back with
the evening wind! How pathetic the gathering of women on the leadlands wheu ont of the sky
swept the squall that sent the small boats staggering before it and bliuded the eyes, already
drowned in tears, with sudden rain that hid sky and sea and boals {rom their eager gaze! - What
wringing of hands, what despairing cries, which the wild wind bore away while il caught and flut.
tered the homely draperies and unfastened the locks of inaid and wother to blow thew abouat their
pale faces and anxious eyes! Now no longer the little fleet goes forth, for the greater part of the
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islanders have stout schooners, and go trawling with profit, if not with pleasure. A few solitaries
fieh in amall dories, and earn a slender livelihood therehy.

# Most of the mco are more or less round-shouldered, and seldom row upright, with head erect
aad shoulders thrown back. They stoop 50 mach over the fish-tables—cleaning, splitting, salting,
packing—that they acquire a permanent habit of stooping.”*

5. THE INDIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

THOE INDIANS 0T PassaMaQUoDDY BAY.—The Passamaqueddy Indians in the neighborhood
of Eastport, Me., are engaged in variods fisheries, the chicef object of pursuit being the porpoise,
which is taken for its oil.  Fle pursnit is an exciting one, the Indians in their slender birch-bark
canoes approaching to within gun-shot, when the animal is killed, and afterward secured with a
tance, aud either towed to Jand or taken into the boat.

INDIANS OF S0UTHERN NEW ENGLAND.—The Indians of Gay Head, a well-known settlemeut
at the western end of Muartba's Vineyard, and of other points on the south coast of New England,
have in days past been famous whalemen, and were often found filling the pesition of boat-steerer,
particalarly on the New Bedford ships.

6. THE BRITISH-PROVINCIAL FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAKD.

There were in 1880 about 4,000 men, natives of the British Provinees, employed on our fishing
vessels. They are, as a rule, natives of Nova Scotia, thongh there are many from Cape DBreton
and Prince Edward Island, and a considerable number from other parts of Canada and from New-
foundland. The Nova Scetians are, for the most part, of Scoteh descent, while the Newfound-
landers are Irish. Many from Nova Scotin and Cape Breton have a share of French blood in their
veins, They are all known by the general name “ Nova Scotians.”

SEAMANSHIP.—A great many of the most gkillful fishermen and skippers are from the vieinity
of Pubnico, Lockport, Le Iave, and Lunenburg, Nova Seotia. These men bave an hereditary
knowledge of maritime suhjeets, for there has for a long time been a considerable fleet of bankers
owned in that Province. Many other excellent men come from other parts of Nova Scotia, Cape
Breton, and Prince Edward Island.

IsIGRATION.—According to Capt. Epes W, Merchant, of Gloucester, the fitst Nova Scotian
came to that port about the year 1828, on the fishing schooner commanded by Capt. Elisha Oakes.
As will be shown hereafter, the practice of enlisting Newfoundlanders was common as early as
1648, and bas doubtless eontinaed ever since to greater or less extent

Capt. Fitz J. Babson, the collector of customs at Gloucestier, in a letter to the Chief of the
Burean of Statistics in 1875, says:

“For some years there has been a large immigration of male adults coming from the Provinces
to engago in the fisheries of Gloucester, They are mostly young men and unmarried, The supe-
rior elass of vessels belonging to this port employed in the fisheries, the liberal and excellent
quality of provisions jurnished by the owners, the prompt settlement and payment in cash for the
fares obtained instead of payment in goods, &e., which is the usnal manner of payment to fisher-
wen at other places, the rapid promotion to the command of a fine schooner consequent upon skill
and success, all conspire to draw the ambitious yonog seamen from the Provinces. :

“These immigrants make up to a large degree the crews of our fishing vessels, and hence the
loss of life falls principally upon them. If the loss of life were confined to the native population of
the town, Gloucester conld pot long imaintain the fishing business.

* Thaxtet's Isles of Bhoals, 1873, p. 74.
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“The eapital of the Provinces finds better investment in building, equipping, and running
vessels in the foreign trade than in the fishing business, Most of the Ashing of the Provinces is
pursued in cmall hoats off shore. Many fishermen of the Provinees do not have suflicient capital
to build and equip vessels to carry on the fishing business as it is done here. Porsons wishing to
eagage int the fisheries usually apply first at Gloueester. Of the seven thousand men employed in
the fisheries at this port three-fourths are not natives of the town, asl this season the Provineiul
fishermen have come direct in vessels {o Gloneester rather than by cars, or via Boston and otber
ports. Very few of these persons return to the Proviuces to make their howe {bers again.”

Many young women eome from the Provinces to the States on the American fishing vessels,
in parties of from two to six or more. The passage is generally given to them free, and they
are kindly and respectfully treated. Many come as passengers on the same vessels with their
husbands or brothers., ILarge numbers come every year to Glouecester to seek employment, and
mapy of them ultimately marry their countrymen among the fishermen.

THE ¢AUSES OF IMMIGRATION.—The causes of this immigration may be found primarily in
the poverty of many of the coast districts of that Province. In certain of these coast distrigts
the people are to a large extent dependent upon the summer visits of American tishermen. To
the winter of 1867 and 1868, for instance, the suffering for want of foed among the Nova Seotian
fishermen is represented to have been very intense. Government aid amd the charity of individunals
were insufficient for its relief.*

Another inducement to the enterprising young Provingiuls isx the opportunity for rapid
advancement which may be found in » large American fishing port. A man of energy and courage
may in a very few years become the skipper of a fine schooner, and be earning a good subsistence
for his family, who, had he remained at home, wounld still have been plying his oaurs and line in
the monotonons, profitless ahore fishery.

“Among the Nova Scotians,” writes Mr. George H. Procter, “may de found some of the
smartest skippers of the fleet. These have made good use of the opportunities presented, and by
their good qualities as seamen, capacity to handle o vessel, and possessed with sufficient daring
to ran the risks ef winter fishing, they have aifained good positions. Mapy of fbem, who came
here with acarcely a dollar in their pockets, are now owners, or part owners, of vessels, showing
an energetic gpirit of industry and perseveranee, which has surmounnted diffieulties and brought,
as a reward of their toil, good returns.

‘“These men, a8 3 clags, are naturally fitted for the business. Born and rearcd by the sea,
wost of them of poor parents, it became a neccssity for them to earn their own living at a very
early age. Tishing was aboat the only occupation in which they could engage in the Provinces,
and in this branch they commeﬁbed, bringing to it all the energies of youtl, and by its prrsuit
laying the fonndation of robust health, which enabled them to bear the toil it demanded, and
Preparing them for the more advanced positions which were offered on board the American fishing
vessels,

“The yearly visite of onr fishing fleet into the Provincial waters show these men the contrast
between the two classes of vessels, American aud Nova Scotian; the one, clipper-builf and well
uppointed in cvery particular, and the other, clumsy and far behind in all the modern improvetments
amd fittings, It is not strange that they had a desire to connect themnselves with the better class
of vesgels, whers opportunities for becoming masters and owners were so temptingly beld out us
the reward of industry, fidelity, and daring to venture for o tiip of fish at the most dangerous and
inclement seasons of the year. They caught the inspiration of the Yankce fishermen, as they

* Barnatable Patrict, March 24, 1868—[ with many intereating detsils].
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asgsociated with them in their summer visits after mackerel, and learned of the winter fishing on
Georges and the Banks; of the chances to make profitable trips; the opportunities to get ahead
in the States; and the advantages for their children to obtain an edncation. They also learned
how well the vessels were provisioned.  All this led them to seek for chances on hoard our vessels,
and we have drawn from the IProvinces hundreds of their populaﬁ:ion, representing all grades, with
& good proportion of really valuwble men, who to-day are numbered among the energetic and
thriving eitizens of Gloncester.”

Again, the system of oppression, to which the fishermen of many parts of Nova Bcotia are
subjected by the fishery eapitaliats, has had a very important inflzenee in indueing them to seek
other homes. :

CANADIAN FISHERMEN AT HoME.—Napoleon Lavoie, esq., 8 Capadian fishery officer, in his
veport made in 1875 upon the Gaspé and Bounaventure divisions on the Gulf of Saint Lawrence,
gives the following aceount of the condition of the population in that region, which explains in
part the causes of the extensive immigration :

 Changes are so few and the rate of progress so slow on the extent of coast plaged nnder my
charge, that it is a very difficult thing to present my annnal report under a new dress and to sug-
gest matters which bave not already been a frequent subject of allusion. There are, however,
certain things which require urgent action and which demand continuous public attention. If the
large divisions of Gaspé and Bonaveniure, with the exceptional advantages presented by reason
of their location ou the rich shores of Bay des Chalenrs, bave only # population of 30,000 souls,
mogt of them negleetful of agricultural pursuits, such a slow rate of progress must be atiributed to
causes which I have in several instances already brought under your notice, and to which I must
again call your attention. ‘ .

“The aectual settlement of the coast of Gaspé and Bay des Chalenrs hardly dates one hundred
years back. Scarcely had it begun when powerful firms repaired thither from the Island of Jersey
to take advantage of the labor and resources of the growing population. The ignoranee and
improvidence of the settlers, which repeated experience Las not yet cured, unfortunately mado
them easy tools to the cunning and eupidity of merchants, who took advantage of their own
supremacy to keep them in a state of comparative bondage. The policy adopted by the founder of
one of these firms, that of Robin & Co., conld possibly bring no other results than those witnessed
at the present time. TLis far-seeing man understood at ouce that in order to keep these peoplc'
under his power they should be prevented as much as possible from following agrienltural pursuits,
which wouid have insured & certain amount of independence. He therefore became purchaser of
the seigniories of Pabos and Grand River, and subsequently deeded this land to the people at the
rate of ten acres each. In spite, however, of the endeavors made to keep settlers tied to their
fishing Doats the soil is so fertile and the climate so favorable to agricultural pursuits that remark-
able progress has been noticed in late years. The retarns, howerver, of the last four or five years
show that agricnltural products have kad a tendency to decline rather than to increase, although
there has been no decrease in the population. It must not be lost sight of that publiec works, lum-
bering operations, railways, salmon and Iobster canning establishments employed a large nomber
of hands, which thug wore lost to agriculture. On the other side the want of markets for the sale
of farm produce is a further impediment to the progress of agriculture, the only purchasers being
the Jersey merchants, who buy at low prices in order to supply fishermen. Even farmers them-
selves dare not sell on credit, as they would be sure to lose the amount of their debt, the merchants
rompelling fishermen to give them all their fish. '

“Another reason why agricnltaral puranits are more neglected now than they ased te be is the
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vad system of epgaging fishermen, Up to five or six years past the majority of this class hired
thempelves ouly unti] the 15th of August, for what was called summer fishing, the proceeds of
which went altogether {o merelunts in payment of uecounts.  On the 15th of August, Jet the bills
be settled or nat, fishermen began working for themgelves, and were thus erabled to purchase their
winter provisions wherever they liked, the fish baing psually sent t0 Quebee.  Thns they eked ong
a iving, and, working af. home, were enabled 10 cultivate a Jittle plot of ground, which yielded a
stmall retorn for thelr industry. The Bobins, however, soon found ont that this system made the
tishermen a fftle too independent, and anticipating a ¢hance of tightening the bonds under which
ey were kept, gradually clanged their mode of engagomend (o agothar, which the improcident
and too confiling fishernien adopted withoat paying saificient atiention to its effect. The mode of
cngagement tow followed on the coast of Gaspé is the half-time system. Most of the fishermen
ara sert to {he large estallishiments of Percéd, Newport, *abos, and of the ¥orth Coast, o fish there
until the end of August or September, so that when the fishing is over there is hardly anylbiag
left for them to do, The weather is apt to be so stormy at this period of the year that weess may
clapse before they are enabled to fish, and theee i ne cecapation for them on shote,

“This gystem, wliich ab brst pight may seemn advantageous, is nevertheless disastrous to the
fishermen, as it prevents them from caltivating thelr small plots of land, and compels them to pro-
cure everything from merchants, wle are thus enalded o take advantage of the position in which
they are placed. Thisg sysiem is gtill mote prejndicial (u 5o far as it increases the exports of Jersey
tivms, thereby diminishing the supply o our markets avd eukanciag the price of codfish. Tt ix
alvo, ag may be easily nnderstood, rainons to the copsfing irade,

“ There is no need to repeat here what 1 wrote 195t rear aboay these firms, their mode of trading,
a0l their narrow and ambitious views. What 1 1hey said and what 1 write to-day will, 1 ventore
T m), be gufficient to enable you to understand the position of a large and wealthy portion ot e
Prominion, the situation in which i placed a whole population reduced éo av andisgaised stitte of
vassalage, the want of resovtrees and edogation affording them po means of resisting 1bis sppres.
wion. It Is certainly pet useless en Yy hart to try opee mote to urge younr selicitude towards thiy
nifortpuate elass of oor own people, whose positiort is an atomaly of the age in whieh we live™

In the winter of 156162 there was great destitution aud saffering among the Newioundiaod
fishermen, particularly those [iving about Piaceutin Bay, owing chiefly to the poor fishing 113 the
sunvmer of 18411

TRANSIENT MISHERMEN.—A great mayy fishermen are every year shipped iy American vessels
it the Provincial seaports, and a considerable proportion of these men, thongh yetrly making up a
purt of the erews of var Gehing tlest, never hecame vesidents of the United Statesd

TRE rISOERNER 0F NEWFOTNDLAND.~The following acconnt of the Newfoundland fiber.
nien gives an idea of their peeuliavities, mast of which an retained by the men of that region whe
cnter the American fishing flests:

“The speech of the Newfoundland fisherman is full of plirases derived frowm Lis every-day
employmengs. To make an engagement for a term of sexvice is to ‘ship’ with Mr. So.and-so. Even
sevvaut girls are said to +sbip for six months’ when they engoge with & mistress. A young mau
‘ships’ himneelf to & sweetheart when they are afflauced; and a charch is said o bave ‘shipped”a

B U M e e

* Beport of Cammissioner of Fieheries of Canada for 1573, pp. 39,40,

t Capa Ann Advertiser, January 24, 1862, ) _

$The Gloneester Telograph of June B, 1870, rewawis: ©* Oue cortespondent pt Port Hastings, Cape Preton, sends
ua the following fishing jtemw: Sehooner Yazeo, of Provincetown, Captiain Moryison, arrived here I?in-y P43 3 taok men
ani sapplies and salled north ot & fishing voyage 27th. Scheoner Jalian, of Provinicetows, Captain Denlin, srrived
Rlet nnd fook men and enpplies fov a fshing vorage io Graxd Bank, Bebooser Oriala, of Provincetown, Captain
Danlin, arrived 3ist ond took men and suppiies Tor & fishing voynge to Grand Bauk.”

BEQ TV
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new parson, or perhaps he is called the ¢skipper’ of the chureh. The master of the house, what-
ever his oceupation, is invariably ‘the skipper,” and the mistress is ‘the woman,' ‘How’s the
woman?’ is the usnal way in which a man is asked regarding the health of his wife. Gaining an
advantage over a man is called ‘getting to windward of him +Mr. Blank is a terrible knowin’
man; there's no gettin’ to windward of him.? Is a man prosperous, he is said to be making ‘head-
way’; if the reverse, he is ‘going to leeward’ To ivitiate any undertaking is described as ‘getting
it under way’; and to live meanlj-' and parsimoniously is to ‘go very near the wind! There is a
world of weaning in the Newfoundland proverh, ‘the big fisk eat the little ones’ Thaus pithily and
with a sort of mournfnl cypicism do they at times deseribe their own forlorn condition at the end
of a fishing season, when, in payment of their debts, the whole proceeds of their toil go to the store
of the wealthy merchant, while they are half starving doring winter.

«Of profitless talk, it is said in reproof, ¢ words fill no nets.” A dull, plodding man, who sue-
ceeds in spite of deficiency by honest industry, is said to ‘get on Ly dint of stupidity and hard
work’—na most expressive deseription.

« Another peculiarity of the Newfoundland fishermen, derived from their sea-faring habits, is
an inordinate fondness for flags. Every merchacnt has his flag flying on his storehouse or wharf,
as though a state of active warfare existed, while at the principal harbors the approach of each
vesgel is signaled by a flag, be it schooner, brig, brigantine, or ship. On SBignal Hill, overlooking
Saint John's Harbor, three masts are erected, and at times, when a number of vessels are approach-
ing the port, these, with their yards, look like 2 draper’s shop, with the various flags streaming in
the wind. TFlags, however, are utilized in other ways, When any important personage has ‘crossed
the bourne whenece no traveler returns,’ the flags are hofsted half-mast; but when a wedding takes
place, all the bunting in the place floats in the breeze. Big ‘sealing guns’ [used in shooting seals
on the ice], whose report is like that of small cannon, are brought out and fired continuouslj*, and
evidently afford the greatest delight on these joyous oceasions. Ia the fontports,” as all places
but Saint John's are pamed, it is usual to cateh the happy eouple in a net as they emerge from a
church—-a symbolic net, perhaps—indicating that both are netted for life. In these ‘ontports,’ too,
church bells are few and far between, and the time for each service is indicated by hoisting on a
pole a flag, on whicl is emblazoned the miter or the cross. Each school-house, too, has its fag-
staff, and when the flag is hoisted the urchins are seen coming along the patbs, ‘crecping like snails
unwillingly to school!

+ Near the shores Newfoundland is roeky, the ground being everywhere covered with stones of
all sizes. The word ‘stone,’ however, is rarely used, the smallest pebble and the largest bowlder
being alike ealled a ‘rock! Boys iovariavly speak of ¢ firing rocks,’ but never of throwing stoves.
A servant was asked how she had been sperding her time lately. Her reply, ‘Why, I have been
heavin’ rocks out of them raisins for the best part of an hour’ Tbus ¢ stoning frait, is ‘heavin’
rocks’ in Newfoundland. 8o alundant are the rocks is some places and go scanty the goil that
suitable ground for the Lurial of the dead cannot be found; and amid huge bowlders the graves
are made by soil brought from a distance; or, where this is not possible, the coffin is laid upon the
rock above ground and then walled in and eovered. It is not very uncommon for graves to be dug
less in depth than the coffir. OFf course this is true only in certain localities.

« Among the primitive population of the ¢ outports’ there is, among the Protestant portion,
& wonderful passion for choosing names taken from the Old Testament, aud these at times the
oddest and most ancommon they can select. Israels, Reubens, Danfels, Azariahs, and Isaiahe are
plentiful as ‘rocks.’ DBut it is rather startling to be introdueed to Miss Lo Rubamak Tacker, or
Miss Lo-Ammi Squires, and to be told that the little flaxen-headed girl you are trying to make
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fricnds with rejoices in the name borne by one of the dauglters of the patriarch Job, Keren-hap-
puch, or that the baby’s name is Jernsha. To those not quite familiar with Seripture names it may
be well to suy that the first two are to be found in Hosea, T, 6, 8. It is on record that oue child
was baptized Beersheba, entered in the marriage register in due time as Bathsheba, but always
called Bertha by her neighbors. A clergyman of the Clurch of Lugland relates that gnee in
beginning a service in a private house in an ‘outport?’ a woman near him, intending no cffensive
familiarity, lifted up a corner of his surplice, and, after exanmining it with finger aud thumb, pro-
nounced it alond, ¢ A beantiful piece of stuff? TUbder similar circumstances he was startled on
anotlier occasion, in the middle of Lis sermon, by an old woman jn the chimney corner ealling out
to some young ones, ‘ My gracious, girls, Pre forgot the loal! Julia, go out to the next house and
hang on the bake-pot” It must be nnderstood that these instances oceurred in some of the prim-
itive outiying settlements, far from the center of civilization, where the peaple seldom see a clergy-
man, and are quite uﬁaccustomed to the solemnities of religions assemblice. They welcowwe cagerly
the rare visit of clergymen in these seattered hamlets, and whole batehes of children of varions
ages are baptized by him at the same time, So cold is weather in winder, in the more northerly
parts of the island, and so wretched their honses, thiat, in order to keep the Joaf from freezing at
night, it is a practice to wrap it in the blanket and take it to bed when refiring.

“The population is a mixed one, nearly half being ike descendants of Irish settlers, the rest
English; mest of them gprang from progenitors who came originally from Devenshive, Dorset-
shire, and Hawpshire, The descendauts of the latter retain many of the peenliarities of speech
which still distinguish the peasants of Devonshire. Thay say, ¢ 1's took uo notice to she,? that is,
no notice of her, ¢Id ’ee want anything wi’ I97 They speak of their ¢ handses aud postses;’ of
their cows being € alossed,’ and their bread ¢‘amade.” They will say ‘Mubbe I's goan eme,” The
parson is ¢ pareson,’ and they ask Lim to ‘*bide a spurt’® with them. A ¢ spell’ is cither short eon-
tinzanee at labor or a time of rest. Short distances are, in common specel, measured as ¢ spells.
Thas ‘two shoulder spells’ is a distunce a man would ordiuarily carry u Lurden on his skioulders,
resting once in the midst. The word * obedience’ is sometimes used for ¢ obeisince.” Thus, chil-
dren are directed to ‘make their obedience,” that is, tv bow eourtesy. ‘Fhe inhalitanis of a settle
ment are called * liviers,” and if any district be mninhabited there are said to be no ¢ liviers” in it
An expressive phrase is used to indicate a fall in the tewperature— To-day is a jacket colder than
Yesterday.! ¢How do times govern in Saint John's?’ js a eommon question which is answered by
recounting the prices of fish, oi), and provisions. - Praise the fair day at e'en)’ is the Beottish
proverb which has its counterpart in Newfoundland,’ ‘¢ Praise the bridge that earries your over.”
The folly of lazy, shiftless expedients is well expressed by saying ‘He sits in one of the tilt and
burns the other? When admiration of a benevolent man is expressed, Le is described as ‘a tevri-
ble kind man;’ or the weatber is commended by saying, ‘Itf's a shocking fine day.’ Clever, in
Newfounﬂland, means strong or large. A ‘clever man’ is a stout, large man. A ‘clever baby’
is a hearty, big baby. A singular nse of the word ¢ accommodation? is common. A person of bad
repute is gaid to have ‘a very bad aceommodation’ Or a servant on leaving his master requests
tan accommodation,’ evidently a corruption of recommendation.

“ With all their primitive and often amusing peculiarities and local customs the fisherfolk of
Newfoundland have many sterling qualitics of head and heart; and all they want to put them on &
level with corresponding classes in other conntries more advanced in the arts of civilized life is
education. No one conld live among them without liking them. In simplieity of character,
Warmih of heart, kindness, and hospitality, they are unsurpassed.*

* Cape Aon Adveriiser, JTanuary 15,1570,
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FISOING VILLAGES OF NEWYOUNDLAND.—A writer in Harper's Maguzine for 1854 writes:

¢ Fishing, or some process conuceted with ity is the oecupation of almost every man, woman,
aud ebild in the conntry.  Out of Saint John's, either fish or seme sign of the finny tribe, visible or
adariferous iy met with wherever there is o population. At a-distanee from the capital, in the
small settlemoents, the fiskermen Jive in unpainted wooden cottages, scattered in the coves, now
perehed upon rocks or Lidden in the noeks, the neiglhiborhood shiowing small patches of cultivated
garden groand and copses of stunted wood.  Each cabin has its fish flake, a kind of rade platform,
elevated on poles ten or twelve feet Ligl, covered with a wmatting of sticks and Longhs, on which
the fish are laid out to dry. At a convenient point on the shore is a stage, mneh more strongly
constrneted, jutting ont over the water. It forms a small pier, made in part to serve the purpose
of & ladder, at which a landing frequently is alone possible on the steep and reck-honnid coast.

«n relurning from the fishing gronnd, the boat is brougbt to the stage with the eargo, amd
sticking @ prong in the head of each fish, ihey are thrown apon the stage one by one, us hay is
pitehed into a eart.  The operations of vatting open, taking out the entrails, preserving the liver for
oil, removing the backbone, and salting, are immediately performed upon the stage, n which
the yvonnger members of the family are emploved. The drying en the flakes is the last proeess.

+ 1t is the inshore fishery that is prosceuted by thie Dritish, not extending generally more than
a wmile or twe from the harbors, that of the Great Dank being abandoned to the Yankees and
Frenel” _

EARLY ENLISTMENT OF NEWI'OUNDULANDERS IN THE FISHLRIES OF NEW ENGLAND.—The
following extract from Flnbbard’s History of New England, referring to eveuts which tocok place
in 1648, shows that fishermen from the regions now designated as the British Provinees, partiei-
pated in the fisheries of New Fungland ab that time:

“Bomwe of these petitioners being bound for Lngland, their papers were seacched by the
authority of the governor and council, amongst which were found the copies of some petitions and
queries fo be presented to the commissioners for plantations. One petition was from some non-
freemen, pretended {o be in the name, and upon the sighs and tears, of wany thousands, &e. In
the preamble they sliowed hiow they were driven out of their native country by the tyrauny of the
bishops, &e.  One of their petitions was for liberty of conseienee and for a general governor. They
had sent their agents up and down the country to get hands {o this petition, but of the many thou-
sands they spake of, they coulld find but twenty-five hands to the chief petition, and tlhiose were,
for the most part, either yonng men who eame over servants and never had overmuch shew of
religion in them or, fisltermen of Marblehewd, feaved to be profune persons, divers of whom were
brenght the last year from Newfoundland for the fishing season, and so to return again.  Others
were drawn in by their relations, and those depended upon for means how to liveP*

7. THE IRISH FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

IisuMEK IN THE GLOUCESTER AND BosTON FLEETS.--Thers are mauny Irishmen in the
Gloucester fleet; among them are individaals who have distinguished themselves by their skill
as fishermen,  As a rule, however, these wen, ag well as those of Irish descent who have come
fromn Newfoundland, are from the peasant classes, and are remarkable rather for stolidity, indiffer
cnee to dunger, and endurance of hardship, than for enterprise snd activity, They are most
likely to e foand among the crews of the George's-men, the dull monotony of kand-lining being
better suited to their temperaments than to that of the Americans, who prefer the cleancr, safer,

*Hublard®s History of New Eagland, from the diseovery to 168 Boston : 1848, p. 515,
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vurinble, aud more nerveous cnployment of mackere) eatehing, or the mere remuncraiive and exeit-
ing expericuces of the fresh Lialibot fishery.

The Dish disbermen ave often clannisl, and an Irisk skipper soon gatbers arcund kim o crew
of his own nationality.  Vessels thus manped are not noted for their frimness aud neatuess,

At Boston there is o considerabile dleet of markel boats owned and mauned engrely by Gsher-
mwen from the west coast of Ireland. Their boats ave built preeisely like those ol Golway and they
ermpley their own home wetbods, This fishery is deseribed at length clsewhere, A number of
these lrish boats 1ouy he seen at auy time in the docks af Commereinl or T Wharves, Doston,
and it ix doabtful if anywhere else in this connty v ean be seen so nwdalterated @ representation of
Irish peasantry as in the old fishermen who sit about (he docks counting their fish and eliatting in
Graelic.

8, THE SCANDINAVIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

BCANDINAVIANG IN THE GLOUCERITR FLEET.~-There may be fouud amoug the Gloneester
fishermen a large percentage of Sceandinaviavs, mostly Norwegian, a consilerable number of
Swedes, and a few Danes.

They are intelligent, enterprising men, a large proportion of whom rize to the command of
vessels. Tt many of their {raits they resembie the fshermen of New TFogland hirth,  Strong,
aeerstomed to bardship, skilled in the management of small boats from long expericnce inherited
and personal at home, they are best suited for trawling and hand-living from dories.  The schoo's
of Norway and Sweden have tanght them navigation thoroughly and wost of thew wre excellent
suilors, having served frequenily in the mercliant mearine. Many of these men have families, having
breught, their wives with thewm from home, or married their countrywomen who have eome over

alome. They soon learn to spesk Tnglish,

9. THE PORTUGULRSE FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

PORTUGUESE FROM TIIE AZORE ISLANDR.—~The so-called Tortugnese fisheruen of New Eng-
land are, with few exceptions, natives of the Azores or Western Islands. Their attention was
doulitless directed to this conntry by the visits of the Cupe Cod veggels to theirislands. A favorite
ernising ground of the Provivectown sperin-whalers was the & Western Ground,” whick is situated
off the Azores. These vessels, as well as those of New Bedford and Nantucket, have for nearly
three-guarters of a ceniury been accustomed to tonch at Fayal to reeruit, to land sick men, and to
ship howe oil. Extra Lands were often sbipped at the islands fo fill up the complement of the
crew or to 611 the places of deserfers. Mony were breughd home in the whale ships, and, a5 a
consequenee, some of the more enterprising began teo bring over their families. A great impulse
was given to their emigration in 1833, wben the growtb of a fungus devastated the vineyords and
the wine crop of the Azores began rapidly te fail. .

PoryUGUESE CoLONIER IS NEW ENGLAND.—The largest colenjes are al Proviscetown,
where there ure nurerous families established, apd rour hundred of the fishermen from {his pert
are Western Ixlanders, At Gloucester, also, there js a considerable colony at ¢ Tortugee HilL”
and about two hundred and fifty Portngucse fishermen in the fleet. There are many Portuguese
families living at New Bedford and about eight npdred of the whalemen saiting from here are of
this nationality.

CHARACTERISTICS OF PORTUGUESE FISOERMEN.—The Portuguese at sez are industrious
and daring, having been acenstomed for gencrations to lives of hardship and adventure in the boat
fisheries at home, and by instinet stnurdy Yaborers and frugal economists. They make good cooks



22 PISHETDES OF TIE UNITED STATES.

or Hstewards,” and are often found serving e that capaeity.  On shore they live iu litlle bomes
of their oww, built together fu small communitics, they mingling scareely at all with their Aweri
ean peighbors, and ravely, if ever, going out to serviee. Men are absent v summer at sey, and in
the winter engage in the shore fisberies, The women and children contribute to the general pros-
perity by goathering berries and beach plums for sule, and by small honselwld indostries.  In Prov.
tucetown they are rather looked down upon and aveided by the pative pepulation, but this is appir-
critly the result of rece projulive, for they are honest and unobtrusive. They are always self'sop-
porting aud often well fo do. At seu e men are recoguized as equals by their shipmates,
there are few vessels which have not umong their erews some @ Mausnel ™ or “Auntone” who talksa
diwleet of Latin-Faglish and serves asa stunulant to ethnalogical speculations anmong lits slipmates.
The wowen are not so ek inintercourse with Americans as the men, and uswally speak Inglish
with difliculty.  They are alwoys devoal Ciathojies atnd make up at Provincetown and Glooeester
i farge pat of the congregation in the churces of this sect.

Of inve veurs a number of Portnguese Inive beeome skippers of Gloneester vessels and purt
owiers as wells There was Joriwerty a prejudice against altowing them to talie tiese positions, but
Lhix is pow vanizhing, A Tortpzuese skipper ravely has any bot Portagunese in his crew. Asa
ebngs they seem fo preler the Geerge's vod fishery to the other fisheries, more than fwo-ikinds of

atl the Poringuese fishermen of Glogeester in 1879 Leing in the George's fleet.

1¢. THE NEGRO FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

NEGROES A% WHALLMEN.—New Ingland Lias few negro fishermen exeept in its whaling flect,
thougls oieasionally one is found serving s cook on a2 ¢t or mackerel sehooner,  In 1880 there
wiax ot i negro among the 33500 miew in the Gloueester fect.

The whaling fleet of New Bedfind has ameony ils crews many negroes, some shipped in the
West Indies, others pleked np at Zanzibar and other recruiting stations. In 1880 there were two
humldeed negroes ju the fect.

Thre PProvineetown whalers often ship & part of their crew at Jumaiea, St. Croix, or other of
tiie West Indin Islands.  These nezroes are rarely of mixed Dblood, und are active, powerful men,
spenking o pefods hardly 1o be nnderstoud even by those who are familiar witl: the speech of the
negroes of their own States. Negroes semetimes attain to the position of boat-steerer, but I have
been nuable to loarn of instinees whepre Lhey have beeome captaing or even mates,

11. THE “BAYMFEN" OR FISHERMEN OF LONG ISLARD.

T HARITS OF “BAYMEN."—The character of the fisheries of Long Island, New York, is
sich that it i a most difficuls waiter to determine how many men are professionally engaged in
thewrr.  The men who fish are also by tiimes oystermen, furmers, clamners, yachtsmen, and gonuers,
tollowing either of thess cccupations as ey way feel at different times inclined, Qu the south
shore, and in seme other parts, they style themselves Y baymen” Many of their own yachis of
frowm & 1o 20 tons, are good saflors, and keep their beats neatly painted, 8o that when taking out
parties of anglew to fish for Dinefish or other fishes their boat wonld hardly be thought to have
been engnged in oystering most of 1he winfer. This class of men are very numercus in all parts,
and while individoally they take but few fish, colleetively their eatech amounts to considerable i
the course of the year, These “baymen” get from %3 to $5 per duy for sailing a party, and usually
get all the fish, althongh they do not demand it as part of the contract, as is the case at some places

on the New Joersey eost.
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The men engaged in the menhaden fisheries are drawn from all parts of the island, are gen-
erally sons ci farmers, and, with the exception of the captains of the steamers, engincers, and the
saperintendents of the factories, are not usnally in the business more than a season or two.

MorArs.—The people who are engaged in the Island fisheries have more the manners and
appearance of farmers than of the inhabitantseof the exclusively fishing towns of the Eastern
Btates, and they will cempare favorably in regard to edncation, thrift, and morals with most rural
populations. I think that these virtues increase with the number of miles between the villages
and New York Ciiy, and that there is also a dillerence between the north and south sides in this
respect which may Lave had some influence on the sclection of so many places of residence by
wealtly New Yorkers on the south side, with its flaty low, barren lands, and ou the waters of tho
uninteresting Cireat Scuth Bay, in preference to the high, rolling north side, witl its charming,
deep, romantic bays; here there have been more deeds of violence, and smong the majority
of the native population the language of ordinary intercourse is a shade more profane and loose.
We do not mean by this to asserd that, even in the distriet spoken of, these unprofitable vices are in
excess of what one often finds in the interior, for most observant men must have noticed that in
small villages and eountry places there is, especially among young men, an affeetation of profunity
and its accompanying vulgarity whiel seems strained to a eity-bred man, and at first astonishes
him when heard from any but the vilest of men. To those who have been much among soldiers,
sailors, and fishermen, it is not at all surprising to hear bad language {rem men who are so well
konown for their bonest and vpright conduct that they think that they can afford to be careless in
respect to this, a point which, however, impresses the stranger unfivorably.

Homes.—Tlhe dwellings of the fishermen are generally neatly painted and comfortable; their
families well dressed; and ® is rare to see an exception to thisrule, for the varied pursuits inetuded
in the list of labors by which a Long Island fisherman earns lis living afford Lim a chunge from
one which is temporarily dull to something better and find him employment of some kind the
year around. When fishing is dall e turns bis hand and boat to oystering, and if these are out
of season the hard or soft clam offers him remunerative employment.

12. THE OYSTERMEN OF MARYLAND.

OYRTER DREDGERS.—There are two distinet classes of oystermen on the Chesapeake Bay,
namely, dredgers, and serapers or tongers. The business of oyster dredging is earried on by about
5,600 daring and unscrupulous men, who regard neither God nor man. The characteristics and
habits of these men are discussed, in connection with the oyster fisheries of Maryland, in Section 11
of thiz report. Mr, Edmonds there deseribes them as among the most depraved bodies of workmen
to be found in the country. They are gathered from jails, penitentiaries, workhouses, and the
lowest and vileat dens of the city.”

OYRTER TONGERS —The oyster tongers or serapers are, both socially and morally, somewhat
saperior to the scrapers, though, as a class, indolent and improvident. Mr. Edmonds, in the sec-
tion above referred to, also discusses the characteristies of this class of oystermen, The oyster
laws of Maryland reguire every vessel and boat engaged in gathering oysters to be Jicensed. The
emount received from tonging license must be paid by the elerk of the cirenit court of the county
% to the achool commissioners for the publie achools of the respeetive conuties where such license
is fssued; provided, the sum received from white tongers shall go to white schools, and the sam
from colored tongers to the colored schools.”

DEEDGERS AND TONGERS COMPARED.—The two classes may thus be briefly contrasted:

The oyster-dredge-fishermen of the Chesapeake are almost entirely whites of the lowest order,
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The oyster tongers are one-third negroes, wmd the other two thirds white fishermen, smalil farmers,
and truckers.

The number of men in a crew of a dredger averages ¢ight; in the crew of a scraper, not more
than three. The total number of mwen empleyed in dredging equals 5,600, and in seraping H,148.
The average returns for a season for cach dredger is #1755 for each scraper, $225,

13. THE OYSTER-SHUCKERS OF MARYLAND.

OYsTER SHUCKERS.—There are nearly 10,000 persons employed in oyster-shucking in Mary-
land, about two-thirds of the numwber being males, and the rest females. Their aggregate annual
earnings are about $300,000. About three-forrths of the men are vegroes, and they are, as a rule,
steady workmen, while the whites ure disposed to be idle and intemperate. Nearly all the females
are employed in the steam oyster-bouses of Baltimore. They are mostly white pirls of foreign
parentage, and range in nge from cighteen to twenty-five years, the proportion of older ones, as of
colored, beipg small.

14. THE FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA.
BY BILAS STEARNS.

FISHERNMEN O0F KEY WEsT.—The majority of the fishermen of Key West are descendants
of the Dakamians who have lived on the island for many years, or are quite recently from the
Bahama Islauds..

The rematader arc Cuban Spaniards, negrees from the West Indies, and the usual sprinkling
of Irish, Freocl, Germans, and Swedes, who are found everywhere in this eountry,

There ure some few fishermen from the North Atlantic States, bt they do not form so promi-
nent a class as the ¢ Babama Couchis,” or the “ West Tudian negroes.”

The Bahamians, both black and white, bave been brought np on {he water, and are probably
the best boatmen and fishermen in this region. They kncw no other professiong than fishing,
sponging, turtling, and wrecking; and it may De said te be an heredilary profession, since their
{athers and forefathers followed the sume profession and no others. 'With the other classes or
nationalities it is quite different. They are men who have been drifting about the world as sailors,
and have been left hers Ly vessels of all the nations, and for ke present have adopted the
profession of fishermen.

I can not learn of any disaster happening to the Key West fisheimen, beyond an occasional
wrecking of some amall vessel where no lives were lost. No smacks sailing out of this port have
ever been lost, '

The manner in which {he fishermen live on shore is plain, yet comfortable. The better class,
or well-to-do tishermen, are the Bakamians and Americans who have families. They own small,
comfortable houses in the city, and have all to eat and wear that other classes of people do.

In society they ocenpy a good standing, and very often lrold respensible and hooorable offices
in the local government.

Another class, consisting chiefly of young and unmarried men, who are digsipated, and when
ashore lead an unprofitable and low life, are looked dewn upen with contempt and considered 2
public phisance. The temperance reform has done great goed here, and is rapidly thinning out
their numbers. '

The older men of all classes are generally very ignoraut, but few being able to write their
nanes, but the young people, having fair scliool advantages, are, as a rule, quite intelligent, and
can now transact fheir own business as their fathers never counld.
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FisarrMEN oF Crbar Kuvs—Nearly all of the two hundred and sixty fishermen of this
place are Americans or of Awerican birth.  The majority of them are men who have been engoged
jn the different branches of the fisheries on the Atlantie coast, in such places as Chesapealie Bay
anil coast of the Carolinuas, and the balance are natives of West Florida, who have, in most eases,
taken up this business quite recently. Taken us a class they are quite intelligent, industrions, and
nuick to adopt new methods that will tend to facilitate their work.

The Spauish, Italian, and French ercoles, who are generally lazy, ignorant, and inclined to
keep up old styles of fishing, &e, and are fonnd in the majority at many of the other fisking
communities west of Cedar Keys, are not eften met with among e fishermen, aud ave not at all
popalar.

FINANCIAL PROFITS OF FISHERMEN.—Althougl they work steadily and well, the seasons for
profitable fishing are so sliort that they do not gain more than a bare sabsistence.

There is great wear and tear to the nets also, one man often using up three or four nets in one
season.,  When these nets, perbaps a new boat, and their household expenses are puid for there is
little or nothing left te sapport them during the time that fishing is not enrried on. Some are
fortunate enough to get other employment, or to be engaged in the turtle fishing, hut mauy are
not, and such ones get so deeply in debi to the storekeepers that the profits of the ensuing year
are taken to pay them., Nearly all are in debt from various causes, with no prospect of ever get.
ting elear again.

TISHING POPULATION OF APTPALACHICOLA.—The fishing population of Appaiachicola ineludes
representations of nearly all the nations of the world, the Americans and Spanish ereoles being in
the majority. Of the older men in this business here, some are Enropesus who came in vessels
when Appalachicola enjoyed st lurge cotton trade; otlrers are New Englanders, leit by men-of-war at
various times, and the rest are vatives of the Soathern States.  Many of the young men are of that
class of rovers fonnd aboard all the merchant vessels of this couvntry, who lave drifted lere in
some praceountalle manner, to stay bt a season or two and then to continue their wanderings.

Those of the fishermen that are really inhabitants of the place are, as a rule, good citizens in
overy way. There are but few aumong them whose fathers had been in the fishing business before
them, but the rising generatiou will probably adopt their parents’ prefession, perlaps more from
neeessity than clioice. Their health is very rood, in spite of the popular suppoesition that men
engaged in sponge-fishing are unbealthy.  Sickness is a rare visitor, a touch of biliousness or slight
attack of “chills and fever” being the ouly forms, One eaptain told me that lie ad been here
ten years, and believed there Lad not been over a dozen deaths of children from sickness in the
whole time. Tn the fall a few cases of fever and aguc occur, While on the water, in the bay, or
on the “sponge reefs” a case of sickness is a very rare occurrence. They are net espectally re-
markable for longevity, but many of the old men of seventy, eighty, and cighty five years of age
are still hale and hearty, and in some cases perform hard labor. With the wemen it is different.
They marry young, and when thirty five or forty are broken down, aud appear as thouglh of twice
that age. They very seldom live to be over sixty years of age, and the greater unmber do not
reach their fiftieth year. Nearly every married couple has a large family of frow four to twelve
children. Their dwellings are unusually good, being in nost cases houses ikat were built for men
of wealth, when Appalachicoln was in its prime; they are not kept up in their former good
condition, yet make very comfurtable habitations; and there being a swall garden attached, are
supplied with vegetables and fruits at little expense or trouble. Orange trees thrive well here, and

searly every yard has some of them.
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The food used by these people on shore is plain and offering little variety, consisting mainly
of fish and oysters. Fresh meat is not mueh used, salé pork taking its place. While fishing
the men generally live in better style, having all the best articles of food that can be bonght at the
stores. The reason of this is, that afl the provisions are advanecd on credit, and the storekeepers,
having the vessel or boat, gear, and catch as seenrity, are willing to advanee more than to any one
of the ordinary fishermen with a fumily, who has only his share of the catch wherewith to pay all of
the necessary household hills.

The sclool system is very poor, ouly the children of the richer peopie attending, the tuition
and outfit of books being too expensive for most of the poor. However, all the children receive
some education in various ways, learning to read, write, and figure a little.

Of amusements there are but few, beyond an oceasional gathering of old and young at some
private house, where dancing and games are enjoyed, with refreshments at the cnd.

It is a quiet and orderly place. Every one conduets himself in public in & manner that would
stand the severest serutiny. Even the wild young men who, having “knocked about” over the
world, are ageustomed to al vices, here seem to be awed by the steadiness of others, and carry
tlhiemselves accordingly.

When apy one commntits an aet wlhich by the authorities of the town is considered disgraceful,
or not in aceordunce with their ideas, they furnish him an old “Dbatean,” and give him but a short
time to choose the dircetion which he shall take.

There are one or two bar rooms, where the old and middle-aged men obtain their “toddy”
without comwmment from others, but if a young man indulges too freely it will never be forgotten
or forgiven. Many of the population, comprising the Spanish, Italians, and French, are Roman
Cathotics, provided with a priest and chureh, which they attend with their usual regularity.
There gre two or three I’rotestant churches, both white and colored, which are also well attended
by old and young. It was said by a stranger, who was ruther disgusted with the duliness of the
place, that **because of having nothing elsc to do, the people went to church.” The funeral of a
young man took place since I have been here, and I mnst say that the men and boys turned ont
to attend in a manver that surprised me.

I have not met a fisherman yet who can give me an exact statement of Iis yearly earnings, for
they are engaged in many kinds of work, and are idle part of the time. Dy putting several state-
ments together, T believe I have arrived at a reasonable estimate of the profits of an active fisher-
man for one year. Let us suppose such & man is very fortunate and has work at all the fishing
trades of the place in snceession. First comes the sponge-fishing, beginning in March and ending
in September, out of which, with good luck, a man may clear $200. He then is several weeks idle,
when he joins a crew fitted ount for the fall mullet-fishking. At this he works until the lst of De-
cember, perhaps, clearing $40 or $56. The season for shipping oysters has by that time arrived,
and as soon as he is back from mullet-fishing he is offered a chance on an oyster-boat. It is prob-
ably the last of December before he geta fully to work at oystering, which he follows antil Mareh,
when tle sponging-vessels again fit out. He will make on the oyster-boat about $75.

Svmming up the year’s profite, it will be seen that this man makes $300 clear of his own
expenses, with which he clothes himself, and clothes and feeds his family.
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15. THE FISHERMEN OF MOBILE, ALABAMA.
BY BILAS BTEARNS.

Mobile smack and oyster tisbermen are 25 a class so mixed in nationality that there are hardly
two individuals of the same general character. Among them one finds a majority of southern
Europeans, while the minority are natives of the United States and northern Europe, There are
very few negroes in their number, and when such an one is employed it is as cook op some small
oyster-boat or bay fishiog-bout. There are but few eases where the profession is hereditary, and
in such cases the man is quite sure to be of Spanish, Ttalian, or Greek descent. The older men
in the business are, as a general rule, of forcign hirth, but the young and middle-aged omes are
Awecricans. Their health is good, and they arc a strong, hurdy elass of people; I think there is
far less sickness among them than among the planters and laboring men on land, who are troubled
with all the forms of malarial diseases.

Consumption has elaimed many of the smack fishermen during the last four or five years, but
whether the discase is brought on and aggravated by cold and exposure or by dissipation is hard
to say. Rhenmatism is a common affliction among the fishermen, and many of them are nearly
helpless with it. The fishermen of this section, when not broken down by dissipation, live to a
considerable age, retaining active mentul and physical powers to ilie age of eighty or ninety yeass.
The women, marrying young and rearing large familics, are worn out in ecarly life and zeldom live
beyond their fiftieth year. As (Le greater numnber of the fishermen lhave their homes in the eity,
they live in about the same manner as other laboring men and mechanics do. Those who have
enterprise enough to make a home are of the better-behaved class, and they live guite comioertably,
thongh in summer, when not mueh fishing is done, the family have a hard time to obtain the neces-
saries of life. The majority of ihe fishcrmen do net marry at all, and spend their {ime ashore in
caronsing and in the lock-up.”

Very few have any education, and it rarely oceurs that a tisherman is found who can read or
write. Their children, if their parents live iu the city, have good school advantages, and will
probably make a better elass of citizens, Nearly all who profess any religion are Catholics.

It is impossible to learn the exact profits of active fishermen, bot a close estimate can be made.
Some months they make $40 or $50 and there are many months when they make pothing. Several
intelligent men tell me that they average $1 per day above their own expenses of boeard throughont
the year, with which they clothe themselves and care for their families, if they have any.

16, THE FISHERMEN OF NEW OBLEANS.
BY SILAS STEARNS.

The New Qrleans fishermen and oystermen are nearly all descendants of the Mediterranean
coast fishermen and sailors, who came to this conntry years ago to engage in tbe fishing or frnit
trade,

Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Minorcans are probably in the majority, the balance being made
up of Italians, Portuguese, Sicilians, Corsicans, Grecks, and there are even 2 good many Malayansg
in their numbers. In nearly avery case the fathers and forefathers were fishermen or sailors, and
these men follow in their footsteps as nearly as they can in a conntry so different from that of their
ancestors. They even preserve the old atyle of rigging their boats—a style seen nowhere else in this

country.
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The old and middle-aged men, as a rule, are very ignorant of anything outside of thir pro-
fession, and it is quite rare to find one who ean read or write. The French are generally more in-
telligent than the olhers, haviug been longer in this country, and seem to gain knowledge more
readily thau the Spunish and Italian ereoles. The Malayans are also notieeable for their industry
atd prommpiness in business matlers, and for lheir gquickpess to learn. They all retain wuch of
the superstitionsness of their ancestors, which often influences them to their loss. For instanee, a
party of seine fishermen go into the marsb-bayous at night for the purpose of seining ont somo
good fish feeding-ground. While they are iu the act of hauling the seiue, they see the snspended
Lalls of light commoniy ealled * jaek.-o’-lanterns,” and which are often fouwd in tho swamps or
marshes when pecaliar gases and state of atmosphere are favorable, whereupon they become
paralyzed with fear, and as soon us possible hasten from the spot, believing tha Jights to represent
some evil being. When once frightened from a place in this way it is bard o entice them there
agait,  The clowds, the sky, the wind, &e., have each their pecaliar signification to them at times,
and they will run no risk when the signs are unfavorable; not that there can be any great risk of
their lives, but they seem to fear invisible objects, or that, if the signs are this way or that, they
are sure to eatch no fish, and therefore do not try.

Nearly all thiese people are devout Catholies, and altend tlhe services of their chureb as regn-
Iarly and promptly as any elass of people.

On their hoats or at fishing camps they live quite eomfortably, Lut [n rather a peculiar
way in comparisen with othisr American fishermen. Tliere scems to be no regular dme for any-
thing, cither work or reereation.

They work part of the night and sleep a part of the day, and have their meals throwp in at
any and al? tinws.  The asnal plan is to have alanel at daylight—tihat is, eoffee, bread, and fish—
and the work on Land is attended to nutil about 10 o'clock, wlhen 5 hearty breakfast is prepared
and eaten, after which they sleep until about 4 o'clock iu the afternoen, whea dinper is served.
From dinner-time until miduoight, or after, considerable work is done; then c¢ome a lunch and
more sleep.  While af home they live in mueh the snme style, even if working in the markets.

Taken as a class, these people are hardy and strong, seldom having sickness of any kind; even
* the coiitagiotm forms of disease which are so prevalent here in summer are uufeared by them., The
met live to a consideralie nge, and retain their activity to a remarkable degree.  Buf, as is the
case in most warm climates, the women here have compavatively short lives. They generally
marry at filtecu or sixteen years of age, and, baving perlaps reared large families, are worn-out
old women at the age of forty five or fifty years,

17. THE FISHERMEN O0F THE COAST OF TEXAS.

BY SILAS STEARNS.

The fishermen of the Texas coast are of much the sane class as those of the Louisiana coast,
though there seem to be more of Spanish descent than at the latter place. These Spaniards and
Mezxicans come from Mexico and represent the wandering set of fishermen te be found in every
commtnity. As at New Orleans, the Mcediterrancan countries are well represented.

Tlhere are but few negroes to be found among Texas Bshermen, and bardly a man from north-
ern Lurope or the northern part of the United States...

From 2ll that can be learned it is evident that the fishermen of tius coast are very similar
to those of New Orleans and vicinity, and therefore it will hardly be necessary to repeat what
las already been said. It is probable that the Louisiana fishermen are better off financially, and
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live more comfortably than those of this coast, yet there stems no good reason why this should be
50, Tor fish are more abundant in Texas, and bring as good prices. The majority of these men are
married and have their homes in the eities or towps near where they sell their eatels,

18. THE AMERICAN FISHERMEN OF CALIFORNIA.

The number of Americans engaged in fishing on the coast of California is exceedingly limited,
as Prof. Jordan points out in his discussion of the history of the fisheries of this State. The prineipal
fishing towns, S3an Buenaventiora, San Diego, and Wilmington, bave grown up entirely withiu the
last twenty years. The Americans introdreed the eastern system to some exteut, bul the mory
frugal habits of the Chinese and Italivus, wlo enter the field as their rivals, have enabled them to
oceapy the field to the exclusion of the former, who prefer te turn their attention to more iu-
crative industries. As is elsewbere poivted out, the markets in this region are very poor, and
there iz but little encouragement for enterprising men to engage in the fisheries. The fishing of
Awericans has been, for the most part, confined to seal hunting, shark fishing, whale fishing,
trolling iu the barracnda secason, and similar jodustries which promise greater returns than ordi-
nary fishing, The first house in San Buenaventura was built in 1860, and in 1870 its louses were
pearly all of adobe. The first house abont Sau IMego was built about 1808, while Wilmington
arose about 1870. The growth of these coast towns was rapid for a few years. About 1873 it
became feverish, and each of the towns went tlniough u “real estate period”  Bpeculation wag
nniversal, and bnndreds of people came top caech town hoping to make their fortnnes. I'rices
were high, and in every department of work abont fifteen men were engaged where there is now
oune. Then canie a relapse and a collapse with harder times; there was less speculation and less
demand for it. The whale fisberies declined; there were fewer mouths to feed and less cash to
buy food, and the fishermen left the region,

19. THE ITALIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.
FROM NOTES BY DAVID & JORDAN.

In the shore fisheries of the Pacific coast there are engaged three hundred and three Italiun
fishernien. :

SAN DieGo CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA~—In San Diego County, where formerly there was a eon
siderable number of Italiaus engaged in fishing, thers are now novg, they baving been starved ont
by the Clinese, who furnished fish to the local matket of San Diego at such low rates as to render
coupetition on the part of the ltalians impossible. It is not more ihan ten years ago that the
italian fishermen had the entire Lusiness a¢ tbis place iv their own hands.  When they left tbey
traveled in a nertherly direction.

Los ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA—In Los Angeles County, at Wilmington, there are
cight Ttalian fishermen. They fish in two boats. These boats are not provided with live-boxes;
the fish are therefore thrown in a heap on the forward part of the deck.

VENTURA AND SANTA BABRBARA COUNTIES, CALIFORNIA.—There is only ouve professional
ltulian fisherman in Ventura County, at San Duenaventura. He has a small [ateen-rigged boat.
He uses two seines, each 240 feet by 10 feet, aud one gillnet. His fish he peddles about the towa
at U cents per pound. An Italian ghoemaker bny’s up the catches of some Chinese and Californinns
and peddies them throngh the town and amopg the Ventura Valley farmers, who give vegetables
in exchange. ' .

The fishermen in Saunta Barbara County ate chiefly Genoese, who speak English, French, and
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Danish. They nearly all came here from San Francisco about eight years ago. Most of them are
Roman Catholics, and, as a rule, are a simple, hearty, honest class of people. They live in
reasonabic comfort; better than the same class in Ttaly, Many of them have families, and they
are quiet, industrions, order-loving citizens, Their profits are small, nor conld they be increased
much by catching more fish. Their ehildren are generally bright and active. Many of them
speak English and Spanish well, besides French and Italian. The first Italian fisherman who
came tliere, Francesco Cavaglerd, arrived in 1835. e made moneg by supplying a Spanish famity
of wealth with fish. The Italians with their Tnteenrigged vessels came {o San Francisco in 18485,
auG spread southward. The winter storms were too severe, and there were no wharves from
whicl they could fish, so they left, and the Italiaus now there, five in number, have noue of them
becn residents more thian eight years. Their profits are small, and have been gince the flush times
of 187476,

MOXTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—The Italiavs living uand fishing in Monterey Couuty are
eonspictous in their costume, which consists of black and white cheelied shirts, red flanael under-
shirts, gray trousers, blagk folt hats, golden ear-rings, and high rublber boots. On clear days a
lurge Italian flag waves frow their principa]l house inscribed, ¢ Roma, Ia capitale d’ Italia? Two
or ihree of the nine Italians composing tlis company at Monterey are married. This company
came from San YFranciseo and settied here in 1873, Georgio Vignosi, the eaptain, says that some
sorts of fisl, expecially 1he flounders, have diminisbed in number, and that the bay has been over-
fished. They manage to make a profit, ou an average, of from ¥5 to $10 apiece per week. As
will be geen by comparison, ihiey make more than the Italian fishermen in San Francisco. They
have five sail boats, averaging three-fourths of a ton, and of the nsnal pattern. One is lateen-
rigged, the others sloop-rigged. Besides these, they own three skiffs. They own two hundred
picces of seine, each 240 feet lonp; some tine-meshed, for the eapture of smelt, and some coarse-
meshed for taking salmon. They own, in addition, twenty gill-nets, each from 240 to 250 feet long,
aud forty bunches of set-lines.

Saxra Orvz CoUuNtY, CALIFORNLA.—In Savts Cruz, Sauta Croz County, there are fourteen
tishermen from Italy. They live in the southern part of the city in detached houseé, not forming
a fisherman’s guarter. They lash their Loats, when not in use after hoisting them, to the dooks;
they do but little fishing in winter, except at certain fuvorable times, on aceount of rough weather.
At Soquel are three Italians. These own four boats. They ship to SBan Franeisco, and make
greater profits than are made elsewhere on the coast.

BAN FRANCISCO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA—TFirs! in importance as the abode of Italian fishermen
on the California coast comes San Franciseo County. In the city of Ban Francisco there are prob-
sbly not less than 220 regular fishermen. About 70 boats are in use here. In 1876 the ¢ parauzelle”
was introduced, a drag-net of common use in the Mediterranean Sea.

The fishermen of other nationalities threatened to burn up these nets and the boats nsed
when they were first employed. San Francisco is the only place in this country where this style
of fAishing has been introduced. There were formerly two rival companies who used these nets; they
have now consolidated and divide the profits equally. Each company has three boats and employs
% or 13 men, one of whom js constantly engaged in selling fish in the market. The stock is owned
clicfly by men pot actually engaged in fishing, This is divided irregalarly, one man owning 2 net,
another a boat, &c. Out of the gross profits are p\aid first the entire expenses, including provisions
of the men, wear of the boats and vets, &e. The remainder is divided into shares, one share to
cach boat, one to each actual fisherman, and one-half sbare to each net sctually in use. In these

)
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two companies, there being six boats, two nets, and 23 men, the whole is divided into thirty-two
shares. The captain semetimes receives one and one-fourth shares.

Mairmy AND HuMRULDT COUNTIES, CALIFORNIA.—In Marin County there are three poiuts at
wlich Ttaliap fishermen may be found: Point Reyes, where are 2 Italians using ope beat; at
Marshall’s, where 20 Italian fisHermen live, using six boats; and on the west side of Tomales Bay,
opposite Hamlet, where there are three companies of fishermen, chiefly Italians, 12 men in all,
using six boats. They ship their fish to San Francisco. The total namber of Italian fishermen in
this county is 34.

About Eureka, Humbeldt County, there are 3 1talian fishermen. At certain scasons some of
those engaged in Salmon fishing on tlie Columhia River, Oregon, eome down here for a short time
and join in the fishing.

WASIINGTON TERRITORY AND OREGON.~-In Waghington Territory there are 9 Italian fisher.
wen : 3 at Port Madison, 3 at Utsaladdy, and 5 ut Port Townsend, fishing with Loat for halilrat
aml dogfish, which they skip to San Franeiszco or Portland, or else sell in their owu town.

In addition to the numbers of Itiliwn fishermen above enumerated and distributed, there are
800 Italians engaged in the Colnmhbia River salmon fisheries, and 400 more in other salmon fisheries,
ineluding those of Sacramento River in which 345 ftalian fishermen are employed,

These figures give a grand total of 1,513 Italiun fishermen in all the regions above discussed.

20. THE PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST,

THE CAUSES OF IMMIGRATION.—Fhe prescuce of ile Portuguese fshermen in California and
New Eneland is explained by Sir €, Wyvilte Thomson, who, in his ¢ Voyage of the Challenger,™
pointed ont the eause of the extensive emigrations of {he Portuguese from the Azores shortly after
1853:

“ Formerly Pieo was the vineyard of the Azores. Previons te the year 1853, 20,000 to 30,000
pipes [from 3,000,000 to 4,500,000 gallons] were exported from the island of a dry, rather high-
flavored wine, which commanded a fair price in the markets of Europe under the name Pico
madeira? In 1853 the wretched Oidium Twuckeri devastated the vineyards and reduced the popn-
lation of the island, who depended mainly on their wine produetion for their subsistence, to extreme
misery. Nothing would stop the ravages of the fungus. 1n successive years the crop was reduced
to one-fourth, one-eighth, one-tenth, and then entirely ceased, and the inbabitauts emigrated in
great numbers to Brazil and Califorpia. Some few attempts have been made to restore the vines,
bt up to the present time there is"praetically no manufacture of wine in the Azores.”

Doubtless many of the emigrants also settled in New England, especially the sea-faring portion,
where they could have every opportunity of plying their vocation, and their success is referred to
in the article on the Portugnese fishermen of New England, while the agricultural portion settled
in Brazil and California, countries in every respect suited to their tastes.

ToE AZOREANS AT HOME.—The Portnguese, judging from the allusions to some of their pecu-
liarities made by the same author in vol. 2, chap. 1, pp. 4549, are at home an indastrious, unso-
Phisticated, merry, and extremely religious people.

“Their industry and simplicity of life are evinced by the neat appearance which pervaded
their ¢ steadings® and their primitive method of thrashing wheat, which is briefly as follows: The
wheat is spread on a baked-clay floor, and two sledges, drawn by @ pair of oxen apiece, go round
and round ¢treading out thecorn.’ The operation is accompanied by violent good-natured exertions

* Voyage of the Challenger, vol. ii, chap. 1, p. 2.
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o the part of the drivers urging the oxen te do their duty, and by & steady resistance on the part
of the animaly, which, being womuzzled, find it more atiractive to zanffle among the straw for
grains of wheat, The sledges are frequently weighed down Ly a mother or aunt holding a laugh-
ing, Maek-cyed babe.” .

The high esteem in which they hold religious observances is ghthered from thoe following par-
agraph taken from pp. 48-50 of (e same work :

“In gne of the churehes of (he Tewn® there is an imagoe of oor Saviour, which is regarded with
extreme devotion. The inbabitants, in cases of diffienlty or danger, bring it rich ofterings, and
the wealtlo of the imaze in jewels was varionsly stated fo ns at from £1,000 te £100,000, in propor-
tion to the laith and piety of our informants. There had been great want of raiv in the island for
some months past, wnd it had been determined to take a step which is only taken in extreme eases—
to parade the image round town in solemn procession, * * * Thesquare and strects below us
were, for hours before, oue sea of earapugas and capotes, male and female, but chiefiy the latter,
their wearers sitting ov the hot pavement, ehattering quictly, About 5 o’clock a large number of
aeolytes in scarlet tunies left the church and formed a double row, lining the streets in the path of
the proeession.  Theu came a long double row of priests in violet chasables and stoles, repeating
tlie responses to a portly brother, who led the eolumu, intoning from his breviary. Then a double
row of priests in white, and then a groap of the higher elergy in cloth of gold and richly ‘appareled’
vestments, preceding the image, which was carried aloft under a crimson cunopy. The [mage was
certainly pot a high work of art, bat it seemed to be loaded with valuable ornaments. Bceling the
eauopy walked the civil povernor (Count de Praya de Vietoria), the military governor, and some
of the high State funetionaries, and the procession was closed by a column of monks. As the
image approached, the people koelt everywhere within sight of it, and remained kneeling until it
was past.”

A fyvorite way of spending the hour of recess frot work at noon is thuy portrayed:

“Within the house, whither most of our party had retreated from the roasting sun, the first
large entrance room was epcumbered with the beautiful ripe ears of maize, of all colors, from the
purest silvery white to deep orange und red. It was Ligh uocon, however, and a lot of bright-eyed
girls, who had been husking the maize, had kunoeked off work; and on the arrival of the strangers
alad bronght out u guitar, and they got up a dance, very simple and merry, and perfectly decorous.”

The general appearance of the peasanis of the Azores is described Lriefly as follows: “#The
men are generally good-looking, with spare, lithe, bronzed figures, dark eyes, and wide, langhing
mouths, with fine white teeth. The women in {he Azores are usually inferior to the men in
appearance, bat at this farmt some of the girls were very good-looking also, with c¢lear complex-
ions, and more of a Spanish than a Portugaese type.?

Their dress is very peculiar. *“The girls, as svou a8 they can afford it, porehase, if they bave
not already inherited, a long, full blue cloth cloak, coming down to the heels, and termirating in an
cnormons hood, whieli projeets, when it is pulled forward, a foot at least before the face. The
cloak and hood are thus a complete disguise, for if the Jower part of the hood be held together by
the hand—a very conitmon attitude, while the eyes can e vsed with perfect freedom—both figure
and face gre entirely hidden. Tbese cloaks and hoods are very heavy and close, and it seeins
strange that such a fashiou can bold its ground where the conditions are very similar to those in
the extreme south of Spain or Italy, The head-dress of the men is singular, but it has a more
rational relation to the exigencies of the climate. It is alse made of dark blue cloth, a round eap

* Ponta Deigada. t Tn the honse at whieh the dance, just allided to, took plaee.
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witl a long projecting peak, and a deep curtain falling over the neck and shonlders, an excellent
defense, whether from rain or sun. The odd thing about it is that where the hat is made in the
extreme of a by-gone ‘mode,” which still lingers in the remote parts of the island, the sides of the
peak are earvied up on each side of the Lead info long curved points, like Lorns. The horus are
¢poing out) however, although u general festa* snch as we were fortunate enough to sce, still
brought reany groterque pairs of them into the city.”

These strange Tormns of dress have, of course, been abandoned with their emigration, aud the
Californian Porteguese fishermen of the present day, whose places of settlement on the Pacifie
coust are here mentioned, resemble in appearance, /0 fur as dress is concerned, the fishermen of any
other nationality.

PORTUGUELSE FISHLR‘\EE AND WHALEMEN OF CALIFORNIA.—ID San Diego County (here is
but e Portaguese Rslerwat, as Is also the case in Los Angeles, the county immediately adjoining.
[n this connty, ot Portuguese Lund, north of Wiimington, formerly existed a whaling fishery, but
it wus abandoued four or five years ago.  The difficalty of ebtalning fresh water was the chief cause
of the removal of this ecempany.

In Santa Barbara County the same number of Portuguese as recorded for S8an Diego and Los
Angeles Counties is hot exceeded. ‘

In San Lauis Obispo County there are forty-four Portnguese fishermen; cue of these, at Port
Harford, fishes at the mouth of San Luis Creek, nsing a seine of 1-inch mesh, 300 by 16 feet, now
worth $25, when new, $756. He sends his fish twice a week, in wagons or by train, to San Luis
Obispo, where he sells them at 6 cents per pound. The fish which are not shipped he salts and
cxehanges with the fanners tor produce.  In this way he dehanges about 100 pounds per week.
The amount salted in summer iy greater than that salted in the winter.

Three miles north of this peint, on Pecho Rancho, there are two more Portnguese, who spend
their time in fighing and hunting for abalones; and five miles still farther norsh are two more For-
tuguese fishermen, These last ship to San Luis market, salting what they do not ship.

in summer three of the whalers are engaged it fishing for the Ban Luis market, salting the
surplus. They © still-fish® and frolt in the San Lams Bay.

There ure two compunies of whalers in San Luis Obispo County-—one at San Simeon, which is
commanded by Captain Clark, and the other at Whalers’ Point, about kalf a mile north of the
landing at Port Harford, commanded by Captain Marshall.

The company at San Simeon consists of twenty men, all Portuguese but one, and most of them
from the Azore Islands. They are hired by Captain Clark, who owns the entire ontfit. This camp
hag existed for sixteen years past.

The camp located at Whaler's Poiat consists of twenty-one wen, all bag one of whom are Por-
tngunese from the Azores. This colmpany was established in 1868 or 1569,

The men at both camps are discharged in summer and a new set hired in the fall. Some of
‘the men, when discharged, engage themselves in fishing for the San Luis market.

The outfits, &o., of these whaling companies are discussed in another section of this report.

In Monterey County there are forty-seven Portuguese fishermen, distributed as follows: At
Monterey there are six, divided imto two companies, between whom vonsiderable rivalry oxists.
They use set-lines, and consequently catch little else but red rockfish. Some of these Portuguese
have been there since about 1860, others having joined from time to time. They own five boats
and three gkiffs. They supply tke hotels in Mont.erey and ship the rest to San Francisco. The

* The mhgmus provessicn alresdy deecribed.
BEQ 1V——73
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ru]iug price is 6 ceuts per pound.  Whon the whaling season is over, the whalemen join in the
work of supplying the Jocal inarkets.

There is one Portugrese aé Moss Londing, Castroville. 1o this county are two whaling couw-
panies—one at Carmele, consisting of seventeen men, all Tortuguese, commanded by Captain
Mariane. They have two boats, aud during the past year took oue finback, three humpback, and
Hiree gray whales. Last vear this company was at Toint Sur, farther sonth in Monterey County.
During « greut portion of the winter the sca rans 50 high that the men dare pot go out.

The Monterey whaling company consists of twenty-three men, all Pertuguese, and all but one
frotn the Azores.  Their commander is Captain Verissimo. This company has been in Mongerey
sinee 1835, They own three boats of New Bedford make, aud during the past year they bave taken
fonrtecn whales and two basking sharks. ’

In Ban Mateo County thereis one Portuguese, residing at Pescadero.  Ile owns a gili-net which
he sets ab the mouth of Peseadero Creels, catebhing the salinon as they ran up to spawn. He sells his
fish in Peseadero, and fiuds the market so small that, althongh without family, he makes but a
pour living,

In San Francisco there are twenty Portuguese engaged in the shore fisheries.  Details of their
habits and mode of fiving will be found it another paragraph below, .

There are also thirteen Portunpuese engaged in the San Francisco cod fleet, and forty wore in
the Ban Franciseo off shore whale fleet,

P'ORTUGULISE IN WASHINGTON TERKITORY AND OREGoON-—In Washington Territory there
arc probably not more thau three Portugnese, who, at Gig Harber, are oceupied in catching
dogtisl. '

On the Columbiu River, engaged in the salwen fishery, there are about ene hundred Portnguese.

21. THE SPANISE FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

SPANISH FISHERMEN IN CALIFORNEA~—There are now Lut few fishiermen of Spanish descent
in California, though oceasionaliy they may be found among the mixed fishing popuolation of the
larger places.

s“Aboat one hundred years age,” writes Jordan, “the various missions of California were
founded. later the country became the abode of Spanish grandees, who became the owners of
large tructs of land, depending chiefly for sabsistence on their herds of cattle, and paying but
little attention to fishing. Their descendants and snceessors, the *Californians) men, for the
most part, of mixed Spanish and Indian blood, fished and st fish only with ook and line. To
the present day they cotmpose the larger portion of those who s8it on the wharves in the sun catch-
ing seulpins, but they own no boats and are not truly fishermen.” '

There are at present tot more than twenty Spaniards on the Pacific coast who can properly
be termed fishermen. Four of this number are in Santa Crnz Connty, fifteen in San Francisco
County, and one in Marin County.

The Spaniards of Santa Cruz County have in use two boats. They live in the southern part
of Santa Cruz City, and fish for rockfish, sea bass, and barracuda, Little fishing is done by them
or the Italian fishermen, their neighbors, in the winter on aceount of the rough seas which at that
season must be encountered in the fisheries, :

Of the Spaniards living in San Francisco City nothing can be stated as to their peculiarities
of tife. 'They live at the west end of Vallejo street, about the Vallejo street wharf, with fishermen
of geveral other nationalities. They are employed in fishing with the drag-net.
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At Bmith’s rauch, near the head of Drake's Bay, Mariu County, is one Spuniard who, together
with two Italians and one Aastrian, is engapged in seine and gill-pet fishing,  The joint cateh of
toese fowr fishermen wilt probably equal 50,000 pounds per anpum.  They send theic iish every
morning to Marshall’s, tfrom which place these men came to Drake's Bay, and whither they will
return as soon as the fishing in Tomale’™s Bay imsproves,  They catch chiefly ©sinelt.”

2% THE GREEEK FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC GOAST,

There are in all fifty-five Grecks employed as fishermon on the Pacifie coast of the United
Stutes, .

Fifty of them live in San Fraoeisco, where, with fisherwmen of wany races, they fish with the
drag-net.

At Seattie, Washington Territory, there is a4 company of three Greels, who fish with seines
along the shore, obtaining young salmon, Hounders, &e., which are sold 1 a stall in the town,
During the aalmon season these Greeks go to the Columbia River io engage in the salmon fishery.
The other two Greeks liave settled at Port Madison, Wiashington Territory.

23. THE AUSTRIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COABT.

In Marin County, Californiu, there is one Austriun engaged in fishing with one Spaniard and
two Italians at the head of Drake’s Bay.

There are eleven Ausirians engnged in fishing in Washington Territory. Three are at New
‘Pacoma. They either salt their fish or ship them tresh to Portiand.

At Seattle there are five Austrians who fish with heok sud line in the decper waters of the
bay, obtaining halibut, black bass, hovse-mackerel, merlucl, polioek, tomcod, &c. The remainiug
thiree fish at Port Madison, Washington Territory.

24, FRENCH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COASY.

In Los Angeles County, Californiu, at Wilmington, there are 6 Frenchmen, who combine
hook-gpd-line fishing with the gathering of abalones. They own two boats, the Wild Region and
the Josephine, which average about three-fourths of a ton each.

In San Francisco Conuty there are 15 Frenchmen, The remark made concerning the Portu-
guese in San Franeisvo will equally apply to the French fishermen of that city.

There are 2 or 3 Frenchmen emploved in eollecting frogs in Marin, Ban Mateo, and Kern
Counties. These frogs they sell at from £1.75 to $4 per dozen.

In Washington Territory, at Port Madison, there is one Frenchman engaged in fishing. The
prineipal fish songht at that point are perch and flounders, which are dried by the Chinese and
Indians. Probably this French fisherman joins them in their work.

On the Qolmmnbia River, Oregon, engaged in the salmon fishery, there are 200 Frenchimen, and
on the Sacramento and other salmon rivers there are about 50 more Frenchmen.

25 SOUTHERN EUROPEAN FISHERMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO.

A writer in the San Francisco Bulletin in May or June, 1875, thus described the European
fishermen of that city:

“Their dark faces and sanguinary shirts, their hoarse voices, and, above all, their picturesgne
lateen sails have a decided flavor in them of foreign waters. In fact, almost to a man, ab some time
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they have sailed or fishbed upon the Mediterranean. They are mostly ltalians, but among them
are Portoguese, Slavoniang, Greeks, and Austriang. They all understend and can converse in
Ttalian.  Althongh many of them belong to benevolent soeieties pertaining to their different races,
they are all bound iogether in what might be ¢alled the Tisbermen’s Union. Tt is a protective
association.  ¥ach Doat has certain rights and privileges not to be infringed npon by others. Each
ma eontribules toward a common fund for the purpose of protecting the fishermen’s interests, and
to aid the Fuuilies ol deceased members. The association hag regular attorneys, who are supposed
to look after its interests.  They have a place of meefing at No. 33 Clay street, called the Fisher-
mew's Honse. Here is o cheap restanrant, where the single Oshermen board, an indispensable bar,
card tables, o billiard table, and a {few beds, When anything unusnal oceurs among them they
assemble bere nnd holl & grand pow-pow.

# There are abeal two hundred Doats and pearly 1,000 men eogaged in the business. The
grent munber of their boats now lie in a slip near the Front-strect wharf, their old place at the foot
of Clay street having been recently improved for a steamer fanding.  Fachk boat pays $1 per week
tor wharfuge,  Tiheir present quariers sutisfies them very well now, bot they are fearful that the
winter northers sweeping in from the Golden Gate will destroy their Doats, Their attorneys are
endeavoring to huve their quarters iwproved.  Mauy of the fishermen are married and have fam-
ilies here, bat the majority are single men, who intend some time to return to their native eountry,
of eonrse, rich.  The married men live on Telegraph Hill, in houses perelied like gully’ nests ou the
heiglts above the water., The houses, though small, are kept very neat. The fiahermen’s wives
are usutally bright-eyed, little Italian womnen, buat some have hecome cosmopelitan in their tastes
and talen to wite whatever offered itself.  The boats, as a general thing, make one fishing trip poer
day, and the profits per boat are from #10 to $30, and even $100 is sometimes realized from a
single trip.

“ Abont forty boats are engaged in fishing without the bay, and go as far az the Farailone
Islands,  These hoats, of conrse, make longer trips, and the receipts per trip, if not the profits per
day, are greater. The boats which fish in the bay ase the geine almost exclusively, but outside it
is used but little, the hook taking its plase. The men are very re(:kleés, and their lateen pails ure
often seen beating againet a wind whon our pleasure yachts are glad to find a harbor., It is not
infrequently that one of these hoats sails out early in the morning and never returns nor iy heard
from again. They are a very industrioas people, and some of them are at work at all hours of the
day and night, Some put out in the small hours of the morning and refurn at night; others put
out in the evening and retnrn when the sun is well up. Sundays they mend their nets and rig
their boats. They arc nearly all nominally Catholics, but their religion does not interfere with
secatlar duties in the least. If you wish to see the whole set forget their English in an instant and
appear as inscrutable as the sphinx, go among them as a missionary and inquire ag to their spiritual
condition. They make considerable money and live well. Macaroni, they find, is not an all-suffi-
cient in this climate, and they take very kindly to pork and beef. As is usnally the case with
fishermen, they have a great contempt for fish and never eat it when anything better is to be had.
They use a great deal of tobacco, chewing and amoking, and a great deal of liquor.

#They are the heaviest’ consumers of our California wines, although on extra cccasions they
indulge in imported articles. In spite of this liberal use of wine and whisky, one rarely sees &
drunkard or a noisy man among them. Around the dock and upon the water they have a business-
like air and say but Jittle, but at the fishermen’s house they appear very different. At the latier
place they are noisy and merry and often drunk. Few of them, except the masters of the larger
boats which cruise outside of the bay, are citizens. The boats are registered, and, accordiog 10
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our maritime laws, it is necessary that the masters should be naturalized when not native citizens.
A few years ago, before owners of boats thonght well enough of the conntry lo adept it as their
ow, rather than be naturalized they wonld hire some lazy Yankee or Irishmun to eruise with them
as ‘master” They paid as Ligh as 2100 per month, and all that wuas reguired of the figure-head
wits to keep out of the way ana furnish his owny whisky. Dui times bave changed. They have
found that California is not such a bad place after all, abd the supply of real masters is now equal
to the demand.”

26, THE CHINESE FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST.
FROM NOTES BY DAVID 5. JORDAN.

On the Pacific coast of the United States, und on the banks of rvivers on which salmon can-
neries are established, there are alont 4000 Clinamen engaged in calehing fish, or in fsh-dry-
ing and fish-canning.  Of this nnmber about, 463 Chinarsen are living in the muritime countier of
California and Washkington Territory, while the vemainder are cugaged in the salmon canneries,
probably uot less than 3000 being cinployed on the Colnmbia River, Oregon, and abont 00 om ihe
Sacramento and other salon vivers,

Sax Diveo Covnty, CarirorNia—Iu Bun THego Conoty, California, are thirty-seven Chinese.
They settied there about the vear 1870, and by the use of very Gne-wesbed seines have driven ont the
Italians who were there ab the time of theiv adyvent,  They are divided into eiglt companies, which
are scattered aloug the coust between SBan Diego avd Cerros Islands. At San Dicgo all the fisler-
mel, excepting four Americans and their employés, are Chinamen.  Upon their arrival they went
to work at eatehing fish, which they salted and dried; these they shipped to Ching, theiv wethods
of tishing Leing prebably the same as those now in wse in China.  They seel especialiy sheltered
bays, whick they sweep clean with their seines, nsually eommencing sperations in the carly part
of the night. Some of the Clilvumen live entirely on their boats, visiting their bonses ou laud per-
haps onee a month, 'The upsetting of their junks® is a matter of frequent oceurrence, the result
usually being a reduction i the number of that particular colouy to which the juuk belonged,
The Chinese take risks in stormy weatber which no white man in this region would dream of taking.
The two colonies here were established with a speciul view to fishing—one at Roseville in IS73,
and the other in the town of San Diego about 1870, The latter consists of about & dozen honses,
arranged in two rows, nearly at right angles to cael other, while in close proxjuiity are stugnant
pools, stands for drying fish, enthouses and piles of rotten fisly, and all manner of abominations full
of erawling maggots, atl of which tend to give the eolony an extremnely unsavory odor. The head
man of the golony furnishes the greater pars of the fishing capital, and the fishennen repay him
out of the proceeds of their catehes. The Chinese of these two colonies use scines, imported from
China, about 300 by 10 feet, with a 1-inclh mesh, When new these arc worth about 810, Aleng
the coast of this conuty are gatbered, privcipally by the Chinese, about 700 tous of abalobes.
North of Cerros Istand the Chinamen have stripped the whole coasi of this shell.  Until lately the
Mexzican Government paid no attention to the depredations of the Clinamen, bt now a license
of 860 for each boat is charged upon all coming from the United States in search of abalones, and
to eollect that tax a Mexican consulate has been established at San Diego. The origin of the
abalone business was as follows: Tho Chinese in China dry the flesh of Haliotis (ot some other
related genus), and, finding that animal in Californis, they commenced the same indnstry there
about the year 1873. Later, white men began to gather up the shells thrown away by the Chinn-
mey, and the mse of them for ornaments soon created a demand for them. Thereupon the China-

* Thia colony in 1881 owned four large junks, besides thres amalier boata.
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men saved the shells, and for three years or so the abalone-shell busipess has been vary extensive,
By the excessive working of this indnstry the abalones have been nearly exterminated in all acces-
sible places, and American dealers now ship Chinamen to the neighboring islands difficult of
access, Teceiving in return the shells, the Chinese retaining tha meat.

Los ANGELES AND VENTURA (COUNTIER, CALIFORNIA,—In Los Angeles County are aboui. -
30 Chivamen, all of whom are cogaged in m]iect;ing abalonss. They ship to San Franciseo
annunliy about 154 tons of xlells.

In Venturn County, at PPoint Magie, 9 iles south of Huenemwne, is a colony of ¢ Chinamen.
They settled tliere in 1877, Two of this number were recently drowned by the npsetting of a
junk,

At San Buenaventura there are a few Chinese engaged in fishing from the wharves.

SanTA BARBARA CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—There are about 25 Chinamen in Sanfa Barbara
County engaged in fishing. At Golety there iz a party of 3 employed in fishing with the seine.
Many colonics of Chinamen arc transported to the neighboring islunds in the schooner Surprise,
helonging to Regers Brothers, for the purpese of collecting abalones, the meat from which they
salt, dry, and ship to China, paying for their transportation {o and irom the islands with shells,
On the Banta Cruz Islands as great a quantity ag 50,060 pounds of fish bave been caught in a
geason by Chinamen.

8ax Lurs Opispo County, CALIPORNIA.—AL Port Harford, S8un Luis Obispo County, there
is a eolony of 8 Clinamen, 6'men and 2 women, and at San Simeon and other pluces there are
30 Chinamen engaged in collecting abalones, the shells of which they ship to San Francisce,
retaining the meat for shipment as food.

MONTEREY CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—There are two extensive colonies in Manterey County,
one at Pcegcadero, the other at Pnunta Alones. The colony at the former place, which is in the
northwest corner of Carmelo Bay, was established in 1868, and is composed of 40 persons, living
in eight houses. A considerable proportion of these are fishermen. The others attend to Lounse-
work and to Jdrying and preparing the fish, They use boats built by themselves, obtaining at
Soqguel anchovies for bait.

Spaniards, who never fisl, are hired to cart the fish from the boats to the drying shores aud,
again, when dry and prepared, to the point of shipment.

The colony at PPanta Alones, which is & mile and a half west of Monterey, settled there in
1864 and eonsists of 25 fishermen. This is a somewhat larger colony than the one at Pescadero.
SBome of the women here go lishing with the men. Others stay at home and dress the figsh, which
operation is aided by a heavy hatchet-like knife. One of the Chinamen at Punta Alones is an
American citizen and speaks Huglish well.  Others have been hotel cooks. This colony compares
favorabiy with any other on the coast. They ship daily to San Francisco, in fine weather, from
200 to 800 pounds of tish. The members of this colony, as well as those at Pescadero, dry and
slip to China an unknown quantity of abalone meat and sell the shells, At certain seasons they
also dry many tons of different devil-fish, squids, &e,

BanTa CrRUZ CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.—Between Soquel and Aptos, Santa Cruz County, is 2
large colony of Chinese. There are about 50 of them, all men and all engaged in fishing. They ship
to San Francisco and to San José ditect, especially in summer. Those not 8o shipped are sent
to Sogquel, whenco they are taken to San Francisco by steamer. The Soquel fishermen make great
complaint of the violation of the fish laws by the Chinese, ns the Iatter use fine-meshed seines am_i
take large quantities of young flounders and shad, which are never returned to the water, the
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Chinese caring nothing for the foture fisheries, These fish are either salted and dried, or are left
to spoil on the beach, The waste is said to be ¢noraons,

Sax MATEO AND SAN FRANCIECO COUNTIBS, CALIFORNIA.—Iu the town of San Mateo is a
company of 7 Chinamen., They fish with seines and ship their tish e San Fraucisco or peddle
them fresh in the neighborbood.

In San Franeisco County the Chinese fishermen devote their attention to eatehing shrimp
with purse nets. With the sghrimp small fish of other species are taken and afterwards salted and
dried. At Bay View there is a Chinese colony conxsisting of abeut 24 men, who, with a hundred
seines and eleven junks, are engaged in shrimping. There is another eolony of 10 Chinamen 2
miles farther south. The Chinamen arrange the large shrimp, after removing the carapace, on
two sticks of cane placed parallel to ench other; these sticks passing through the flesh of the
shrimp. These they sell for 30 cents per pound. Others are sold with tlhie carapace and legs
removed, simply as meats. The total eateh-of shrimp and prawn for this county is estimated at
30,000 paands. .

In former years the Chinamen in Sap Francisco County were accustomed to eat shark fins,
hoth tresh and dried, which were by them esteemed n great delicacy. The eatire buasiness of
shrimping was then in the hands of the Chinese, Their operations extended frow Mare Island to
Angel Island, Thoe buik of the shrimp canght by the Chinese with their fine-meshed nets was
shipped to China in sacks. Large quantities of shrimp were sold also to oyster dealers in SBan
franciseo who, after boiling them, would set them before their customers whilst waiting for oysters,
thus to temporarily satisfy their appetites. The shells of the shrimp were shipped by Chinamen
to China, who paid to the owners of their fishing-gronnds a tax of from 50 cents to $1 & montl.
They alse used to catch sturgeon, from whose backbone they would pull with a hook the inside
nerve; this, which resembles a piece of macaroni and is nearly 3 feet long, is dried and shipped to
China as a rare tid-bit for the ¢picures.

In 1876 the Italian Fishermen's Union of 8an Franciseo addressed a letter to one of the State
Renators, the main object of whicl was to direct attention to the ruinors inethods employed in fishing
by the Chinese, their total disregard of the size of the fish they canght, and their waste of all the
sturgeon they took, excepting the one nerve in the Tack above referred to. They fished 50 exces-
sively that often they would ship to China as much as 12,000 worth of shrimp and dried fish per
month. The Italians, thersfore, asked thafi the Ohinese fishermen be compelled to adopt a systemn
less destrmctive,

ALAMEDA CoUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-—In Alameda County there were established in 1870 Chinese
fishing colonies which are now deserted. These fisheries were prineipally for the eapture of snelt
and herring from the wharf, which they carried on by the aid of very fine square nets, from which
not even the very gmallest minnows conld escape. They would drop their net about every twenty
minutes; when hauled up, a boat would be pushed out under the net, and the contents of the net
damped into the boat. Thousauds were thus taken every day,

MARIN CoUnty, CALIFORNIA.—Near Point San Pedro, Marin County, there are two colonies
of Ghinése, numbering in all about 112 persons, who fish for shrimp. 7These they ship to San
Francisco, after having dried them on the hill sides and thresbed them, in Chinese styte, in order
to separate the hull from the meat.

As will bave been noticed, the peculiarity in the eonstruction of the nets used by the Chinamen
is that the meshes are extremely fine, the end in view being the capinre of all fish, large amd small,
young and old; and many complaints have been made regarding their use of this style of net,

especially by the fishermen at Soguel, Banta Cruz County.
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AVARICE OF CUHINESE FISHERMEN.—With a view to illustrate the extreme avarice of the
Chinese fishermen, ag shown by their exelasive use of very fine-meshed nets, it may be stated here
that the Mexican Governmeut has found it necessary to station a consul at San Diego who is
instrueted to charge every boab coming in searcl: of abaltones $60 per annum, their depredations .
in tliis fishery having been so extensive as to almost cxterminate the species.

SURY-FIRHING.—The peculiar method of surf-fishing at Ponta Alones and Peseadero in vogue
amongst the Chinamen is one entirely thknown to Ameriean fishermen, and is described by Pro-
fessor Jordan, as follows: #At Punta Alones and Peseadero the Chinese fishermen earry on a
fishery for the capture of surf-fish [ Embiotoca lateralis, Damalichthys vacea, &e.], and their methods,
being characteristically orviental, are of much interest to a stranger. The gill-nets are placed
among the keip-covered rocks, not fur from shore, and the boat goes around among the nets to
frighten the fish into them. The old man plies the oar, senlling the boat.  The young man stands
in the bow, with a long pole, which he throws inte the water at such an angle that it returns to
him. The woman sits in the middle of the boat, with the baby strapped on her back., She is
armed with two drum-sticks, with which she keeps up an infernal racket by bammerivg on the
seat in front of her. This is supposed to frighten the fish so that {key frantically plunge into the
nets. Oceasionally this is varied by the woman taking the oar and the old man the drum-uticks.”

.SHRIMP AND ABALONE FIRHERIES—The principal fishing indusiries engaged in by the
Chinese are the capture and preparation of shtimps and abalones. The greater part of the shrimp
are dried, threshed, and sent to inarket. The hulls are shipped to China and sold at $20 » ton for
manure. They are considered by the Chinese to be an exeellent fertilizer,

A minor occupation of the Ohinese is that of collecting seaweed.

A colony of Chinamen, numbering perhaps twenty-five mep, is loeated at San Pablo, near the
mouth of the Sacramento River, on the bay southwest of S8an Pablo. They are engaged in ghrimp
fishing, their methods being the same as those employed by the Chinamen about San Francisco.

FISHERMEN’S HOUSES,—The Louses of the Chinese colony at Roseville, San Diego, number
about ten. The-y'are low, unpainted, dirty-looking buildings, and are sarrounded by hen-voops,
whose occapants are fed, to a great estent, upon the small fish whicl the Chinese capture in their
fine-meshed seines. _

CHARACTRRISTION OF CALIFORNIAN CHINESE.—1t is noteworthy that the Chinese, perhaps
in mistriel of their own race, never congign their fish to Qhinese dealers in the cities, preferring
to trausact business with the Americans.

A writer in the San Franciseo Weekly Bulletin of January 27, 1871, says of the Ohinese fish-
ermen of California:

“The Chinese fisherman in China is very different from the Chinese fisherman of California
and far above him in equipments, habits, and scale of work, Confident of his seamanship and skill
he dasheg around in his lateen-sailed junk in & reckless manner, and in hours of reereation indulges
hig fondness for gambling, while the latter tugs painfully at the oar and finds his brother fisher-
men too poer to gamble with im. The Chinaman ie a good sailor in his native craft, but in other
vessels, when difficult dutées are to be performed, needs some one to direet him constantly.

“On the southern bank, at the entrance of the San Antonio Oreek, is a small Chinese seftle-
ment, consisting of some dozen wooden houses, called China Point. The shores of the creek are
covered with smelt and herring, drying in the sun preparatory to being compressed into compact
bales to be shipped away; the nets, patched and old, are lying around everywhere drying in the
auin, and the whole is dirty, filthy, and ill-smelling.

“The fisherman's boat is a long, unwieldy, olumsﬂy-eonstmeted craft, with heavy, ill-shaped



NATIONALITY AND GENERAYI CHARACTERISTICS. 41

oars. They are not shipped in double rowlocks after the American method, but work on a single
pin which passes through the loom of the oar. With the nets piled np in the stern, and the crew
at their places, the cockswain, using a large steering.oar, guides the boat to the long flats of the
Oakland and Alameda shores, the prineipal fishing grounds, where the shoals of smelt and her-
ring, which abound here at high water, are encircled by the pets. Stationary nets and seines are
algo used—one to lay all night, or for some hoars, und the other for immediate and active work.
At sunset, after drawing the nets, they row home and spread the cafch on the shore, ready for
the next day’s drying. The journey home is accompanied by a song, if the catch has been a large
one, or only a grunt, if poor.

¢ The ghores of Islay Creek are the choice of tlie Chinese fishermen who live on the San Fran-
cisco wide of the bay. Clams, smelt, and shrimp constitede their cateh at low tide, and their man-
ner of procuring the former is extremely remarkable. Either a long plank or ten square pieces of
wood are placed under the feet, and nsing then in the same manner as snow-shoes the fiksherman
luakes very fair time over the mud. His basket or light boat is pushed along to receive the shell-
fish as he picks them np, and before the tide has quit falling his shrimp-net doees good service,
Their cabins border on the ereck, and have the sawe characteristics, thongb perhaps on a larger
scale, as their fellows at the entranee to the San Antonio. Bat in addition to préeparing fish for
trausportation te China, they supply, in a great measure, the market jn the Clhinese quarter, but
their fishing ground has not ihe same size or quality of smelt that are found over the flats on the
olher side,”* .

CHINESE IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY.—In Washington Territory there arve thirty-three
Chinsmen engaged iv fishing. About Cape Ilatiery and Quartermaster's Harbor there are
twelve; near Port Madison there are fifteen engaged in drying fish. They also buy from the
Tudians. Especial value is set npon Sounders, but salinon are beld by them in swall esteem. At
Port Gamble and Lundlow there are siz Chinamen who oecupy their time in fishing from the
wharves. They catch a large gquantity of dogfish.

CHINESE IN THE SALMON CANNERIES OF OREGON.—On the Columbia River, Oregon, as many
as three thousand Chinamen are engaged in the salmon canbories,

After the salmon have been thrown inte a besp on the wharf, the Chinamen cut off the heads,
tails, and fins, and remove the viscera. Some Chinamen become s0 expert at this branch of the
work that they can thus clean 1,700 fish per day. After the fish kave been washed and cat into
sections they are split inio three pieces by the Chinamen, one piece being large enongh to fill a
can, the others smaller. These fragwenis are placed on tables, &t which the Chinamen stand
ready to pack them. Other Chinamen put on the covers, while yet others solder them, where this
operation is not done by machinery.

The Chinese thus do the bulk of the work at the salmon canneries, The supervisors, foremen,
and bookkeepers are, however, white men. The fish-cutters, if expert, receive from $40 to $45 per
month. The majority receive $1 per day of eleven hours, and work as required; that is, leaving

* WORSE THAN SBa-Lions—Our legislature haa attempted to protect the aulmen in our rivera by repealing the
law protecting seals. It isseserted that the ssals destroy the salmon which come down annually from the Bpper rivers
1o salt water, This may be true, but opinions are conflicting. However that may b, there is an enemy to the salmon
far more dangerous than the round.eyed seal and that is the buey Chinaman. Only a few days a'l'nca we witched
the madus eperandi of catching fish in our Ban Joaquin. Two Chiness janks, or schooners, appeared in the river, each
holding an end of a remarkably fine net. The schooners then separate and swesp the waters with the net to tha shore.
Fish of all sizes are thus caught, and none, not the smallest Rglmon trout, ave ever returned to the water. Tlose too
small for market are thrown on the shore or fed to poultry. It is said by those familiar with the Chinaman’s wode of
fishiug that these fine nets leave no young salmon behind, and arc fur greater enemiea to their propagsation than

soals,~F Antiooh Ledger, Californis, July 6, 1876.
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add coming at any hour that may be set, time daring which they are actually at work alone being
counted. No other race of people could work at such rates and apou such terms as these, aud in
the present state of things bnt for Chinese labor the eanneries must needs be closed. They come
in April and leave in August, and very few return. They are employed directly and without the
aid of any agent. The Chinese, as a mule, work very faithfnlly. They are never engaged in any
drunken riot, and their work is uniform.  On the other hand, they are not devoted to their
employers.  1f dissatisfied, *they are the hardest elass in the world to manage.” They would
“use g kaife for two cents.” I their pay should exceed a day’s indebtedness, they would very
probably resort to foul, mean work. They are inveterate gamblers, and their wages, as earned,
go from one to another Lo pay their gaming debts. A Chinaman dare not fish in the Columbia, it
being an understood thing that he would die for his sport. They are only tolerated because they
will work for such low wages, Jhach cannery employs from one bundred to two hundred Chinamen,

27, MISCELLANEOUS FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are fifty Slavonians on the Pacifie coast of the United States, employed as fishermen.
They all live in San Franciseo.

In Los Angeles County, California, there is one Chilian fisherman. In the same county one
Irisliman is engaged in fishing.

In Banta Cruz County, at Soquel, there are four German fishermen,

At New Tacoma, Washington Territory, there is one negro fishernan.

28. THE ARCTIC WHALEMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO.

Professor Jordan says, concerning the men on the Arectic whaling fleet, that the crews of all
the vessels, whether owned Fast or on the Pacific coast, are made up in S8an Ifrancisco. The offi-
cars are usually American, but there are very few American foremast hands. When an Ameriean
ships hefore the mast, he seldow stays there long; he either gets aft or leaves disgusted. Portu-
guese, Scandinavians, and Germans form the balk of the crew, and are all very hardy, and like
the business. Now and then an Irishman is inveigled into the service by the boarding-honse

keepers; but Irishmen are never at home cn a whaler.

29. THE FISHERMEN OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER.

There are upwards of 2,300 men engaged in salmon fishing on the Lower Columbia; about
Lhall of thew in Astoria, the rest at the other cannery towns. A few of them, not ene-tenth, live
permanently in the towns where employed ; the rest come from the interior, from San Franeisco,
and from the crews of various vessels along the coast. They come to the Columbia in April and
jeave in Augnst, perhaps not balf of them returning the next year. Some of them, especially
Reandinavians, own small farms in the interior of Oregon and Washingtor, Many of the Italians
and Greeks fish in San Franaiseo Bay when not upon the Columbia.

As to nationalities, exact information is unattainable. Looking over various lists of names and
making inquiries indicate the preponderance of Scandinavians and Italians, with Greeks, French,
Finns, Irish, and a few Americans, No Chinamen are employed in this fishery, though they work
in the canneries. There are very few Indian fishermen on the Lower Columbia, none of them of

pure blood.
About one-third of the men are murried, and two-thirds of these, chiefly Scandinavians and
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Finns, lead sober, industrious lives; the rest are, a8 a whole, n reckless and improvident set of
men, spending their money as fast as earned upoen drink and prostitates. The proprietor of a “dive”
in Astoria s said to bave begun s short fime zince with nothing, and to be now worth $30,000, his
establishment being eliefly freqnented by fishermpen. Many have nol enough left at the end of the
season fo pay their debts aud to get away. Many of them, therefore, leave their debts anpaid.

Most of the men board in various establislinents fitted vp as fisbermen’s boarding-houses,
These ure of many grades, the usual rate being 85 per week.

The few fishermen who can read peruse chiefly the Police Gazetic and similar publicatious,
the gale of which on the Pacific coast is far greater in proportion than ou the Atlantic.

30. THE INDIAR FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COARBT.

There are at present no Indian fishermen employed on the eoast of California, although certain
tribes living inland, for instance the MeCloud Indians, depeud largely upen the fisheries for support.

Jordan has cbsgerved that W earlier fimes, before the settlement of California by white men,
the Indians of the ceast must bave subsisted on fish to a very large extent.  Spines of sharks and
rays are found among the Indian remaius on the Santa Barbara Islands, @and some are thought to
have been used for fish-hooks, Fish-bones are tound in the refuse heaps of kitchen leuvings on
Santa Cruz Islands, where the inbabitants must hiave lived chiefly on fishes and mollusks. The
Santa Barbara Islands give evidence of having been ence densely populated. Scarcely anything
eatable now grows above tide marks.

At the present time the Indian fishermen on the Pacific coast are all seated in Washington
Territory and Oregon. There are about 380 of them scattered in groups throughout those regions.
Two hundred Indians are employed in the Oregon salmon fishery.

At New Tacoma, Wash,, are twenty ludians engaged in fishing for dog-fish, the oil of which
is rendered chiefly in Lettles.

At Steilacoom are about twenty Indians (Siwashes). They do not, fo any extent, sell their {ish,
bt reserve them for their own consumption.

Near Seattle are thirty Indians who fish chiefly for salmon-tront (Salvelinus), of which they
bring boat-loads almost daily into the town.

Twenty Indian fishermen have been recorded frem Port Madison.

In the northeast part of the sound, ai Utsaladdy, are twenty Indians engaged in salmon and
dog-fish fishing. ‘

Ten Indian fishermen live at Muckilteo.

At Port Gamble are twenty Indians (Siwashes) engaged in fishing for dog fish, and other small
sharke. The oil is rendered by putting the livers into wooden troughs, inte which hot stones are
thrown ; finally the oil is drained off.

Near New Dungeness, on the way toward Cape Flattery, are some ten Indiaus engaged in
fishing for dog-fish.

At Neah Bay there is a considerable reservation of about twenty Indians, who are exclosively

engaged in fishing and sealing.

81, THE M'CLOUD BIVER INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA.

Concerning the McCloud River Indiaus, whe are emphlatically a race of fishermen, Mr. Liv-
ingston Stone, of the United States Fish Commission, writes as follows:
4 The Indians themselves are a good-featared, hardy, but indolent race. 1{ound them always
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pleasant, genial, and seciable, thougl, like other lndians, very seusitive when their pride was
wounded. They at first adopted the plan of ordering all white men out of their country, and were
the last of the Calitornin Indiang to yield to the encroachments of eivilization. Even now they
are not slow Lo say to the white stranger, <These are my lands; and ‘These are iy salmon’; but
the stern conseguences of conflier with the whites have tawght them fo abstain from any violent
indication of their rights. They still always revenge a wrong ivflieted on tbem Dby their own
people, and desm it o duty to avenge the murder of one of their kindred, but I think they aro a well-
disposed race by nature, and bave no malice natuwrally in their hearts toward any one, and will
not jare any one who does ot first njure them. Every ome told me, Letore my arrival and
daring my stay on the McCloud, thut the ludiang wonlil steal everything that they counld lny their
hands on. T am glad ihat this opportunity is afforded me of bearing testimony to the contrary,
which 1 wish to do very emphatically, 1 wonld trust the Me{Moud Indians with anything, We
wsedl 1o feave our things every day around the honse, and evea down oo the viver-bank, for weeks
togother, where the Tndians conld have stolen them with perfoct gafery, and where they wounld not
Iave remained ten minntes in o white wan’s seftlement, avd yer [ do not kaow of o single instanee
of theft of the smallest thing on theiv part, during all our stay of' two months among them. On
the contrary, in one mstance, au Indian traveled six wiles one hol day to return me a wateh-guard,
whieh he foand in the pocket of 4 garment which T sold him, and which he might Lave kept. with
pertect impunity.  And on another occasion, ont the arrival of some gold coin, when [ had reason
to expect an attack from white men, 1 gave the gold to one of my Indians, and told him that 1
depeuded on Lhiwm fo protect that and me till morning. 1 slept sonndly, amd the vext morning the
faithfol Indian handed me the gold jost as I gave it to bim. ] wish on these accounts to he very
emphitic in saying that the eharges against these Indians of being o race of thievey, are untroe
and unjust.

“With all rtheir good traits, however, murder did not seem to have the obnoxious character
that it has among more culightened people.  Almost every McClond Indian we mes bad killed ove
or more men, white or red, in the course of his life, but it was nsually becanse {hey were goaded
to it by ungovernable jealousy or revenge. It was pot from motives of gain or causeless malice.

“The MeCloud Tmlians live and sleep in the open air in the summer. In the rainy season
they build wigwams or hats of driftwood and dry logs, which they inhabit pretty comfortably
throngl the winter.  In the summer and fall they live mainly on thé salmon and tront which they
spear.  In the winter they live on the salmon which they eateh and dry in the full, and on acorus,
which they gather in great quantities in the woods. They hant with bows and arrows, with which
they occasionally kill @ bear, thougl a few of the more enterprising have riles.  They trap a very
little, but the galmon of the river are so abundant that they are not obliged to resort to hunting
and trapping at all, and do not do much of either,

£ 1 have written this long aceownt of the MeGlond River Indians partly becaunse their presence
here is so singularly conmected with the abundance of ihe salmon in the Sacramentio Biver. Had
white men come here, and required the salmon for food, this main artery of the supply system of
the river wonlkl tave been stopped; or had white men ecome and engaged in mining, ag they have
dene on the Yuba and on the Feather anid American Rivers, the spawning-beds would have been
eovered with mud and rained, as jo those vivers, and in less than three years the salmon supply
of the Sacramento wonld have shown a vast decrease.  The presence of the Indiaus, therefore, in so
{ar as it implies the absence of the whites, is the great protection of the supply of the Saeramento

salmon.”
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Salmon drying on poles,

McCloud River Iutinny of California.

From a photograph by T. 8. Fisk Commisslon,
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32, THE FISHERMEN OF TEE GREAT LAKES.

FROM NOTES BY LUDWIG KUMLIER.

NATIONALITIES. —Very maay nationalities are represented among the fishermen of the Great
Lakes, nor is the diversity of origin confined to the fishermen aloune, for many of the owners and
managers of the fisherics ure of foreign birth. Nexi to the native Americans, Germans and Cana-
dian-French predominate, The Seandinavian pations are also well represented.  In some localities,
particalarly at the west end of Lake Superior and in the vicinity of Sault de Ste, Marie, the Straits
of Mackinae, and SBaginaw Bay, many pure and half-breed Indians are employed. At SBault de
Ste. Marie, Indians are the principal fisherinen.  In the wajority of the towns the nationalities are
very mueh mixed. A catalogne would include Americans, English, French, Germang, Norwegiang,
Swedes, Russiaus, Poles, Belgians, Swiss, Duteh, 1rish, and Indians. AT the east c¢nd of Lake
Ountario, however, all are either Americans or Canadian-French. In Green Bay the Swedes and
Norwegians are said to be e most snecessfal fishermen.  'With the Indians fishing is, of conrse,
an hereditury profession, hunded down from falher 1o son,  The western portion of the lake
region has beeu su recently settled, and by so many different ¢lasses and nationalities, that it is
highly probable fhat the fathers and gravdfathers of the majority of tlie present fishermen were
cugaged in other ocoupatious.  On the west shore of Lake Michigan, hpwever, especially Lotween
PPorte des Mortes and Manitowoe, among the French-Canadiang fishing is bereditary, The boys
begin to assist while yet mere clildren, and naturaily become expert hoatmen and skillful
fishermen. The fishermen at the east end of Lake Ontario, about Chanmont, Backett’s Harbor,
and Henderson Bay, are said to have come originally from Connectient, where they had been tish-
ermen, and were the first to introduce pound and trap nets,

HEALTH.—AS 2 class the fishermen are strong and robust, and well soited for their oceapation.
T'ishing is considered a healthful pursuit in all respects, and, aside from the disasters caused by
storms, conducive to longevity, Very many of the better elass of fishermen are married, and in
numerons instances favored with remarkably large families.

DISASTERE —The sudden and vielent storms which visit the lakes, particularly in fall, cause
maly serious disasters, resulting frequently in loss of life. The number of losses, however, is
smalier than one would suppose at first thought, for it must be taken ine consideration that the
fishermen are expert seamer, and canticus withal, and that as a rule their boats are stanch and
seaworthy. During the last decade only abont seventy-five from all the lake fowns have been
drowned. The heaviest losscs have oeenrred at Saint Josepl, near the head of Lake Michigan,
On the 29th of April, 1875, eleven boats were fishing far from shore, a light wind hlowing from
the northeast. Suddenly it veered to the northwest, aud a violent squall struck ihe fleet.  Some of
the boats were returning homeward with all eanvas up, and were unable to drop their sails hefora
the storm strnck them. Four went down, carrying with them eleven fishermen. Few of the fleet
reached shore in safety; some were driven upon the beach, many miles from their harbor, and
nearly all sustained some injury, besides the loss of nets, and sails and other parts of apparatug
and rigging. From 1869 to 1876 twenty-one lives were lost in all. Theso disasters, together with
the scarcity of fish and low prices, have disconraged many fishermen in this locality, and they have
left fishing to follow other oecupations. '

At Milwaukee as many as twenty fishermen have perished withiu 15 years. They were
accustomed to visit fishing grounds distant from fifteen to forty miles from shore, in boats, fre-
quently remaining two days and nights. The sudden storms oftentimes bewildered them, espeeially
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when ocenrring jn the duzkuess of night, and their boats were driven far ouf into the lake where
they vould not live, or were east npon a dangerous shore,

Fishermen are somctimes drowned in winter while fishing eu the ice, either through careless-
ness in approaching the holes which are made when retting and lanliog nets, or in venturesome
expeditions over ice (oo thin to bear their weight.,  Oue man perisbed 1hus near Baytfield, Lake
Saperfor, in 18378, and another in 1379 at the Gall Islands, at the entrance of Green Bay,

FisHING VILL.AGES.—Ad a large proportion of the fishermen live iu villages and cities whose
interest in the fisherics is of minor importance, they dwell in howses in nowise different from those
of the same class of wen engaged in other pursuits, partake of the same food and comport them-
selves in cssentially the same munner. In some loealities, however, tishing is the only important
indusiry, and in these places it is possible to trace sowme peculiarities in the clhiaracter sud sor-
ronundings of the fishermen., SBome such villages exist in Green Bay, particularly on the west
shore, north of Cedar River. The fishermen dwelling here, as a rule, are well fitted for their oceu-
pation, temperate and jndustriouns.  The gaing of muny, however, for the past five years, hitve been
hardly sulficient to support them, fish having been scaree and prices low. Their houses, which are
bharely eomfortable, are always Dbuilt near the fishery, ¢lose to the beaeh. A few have cleared
fields of eongiderable extent around their dwellings, but the majoriiy have titled only snfficient
fand on which to raise potatoes and some other vegetables, A few miles north of Menominee the
road lerminates northward, and the only communication by land between the villages ix by an
imperfeetly marked irail leading throngh au almosi impenetrable pine forest. Communieation
with the ovtside world ix carried on entirely by water. The Menominee dealers send boats along
the shore every day during the height of the season and gather up such fresh fish as the fisher-
nren may huve for sale.  They stop at every fisliery and the fishermen bring cut their fish in the
poand boats,  The fish are weighed and the dealers give receipts stating the munber of pounds,
Lhe kind, and price, and at the next trip bring the requisite amoont of money. At these times the
fisherwen send to town for whatever supplies they need, receiving them at the next visit of the
dealers’ boats,

At Green Bay City and the southern end of Green Bay generally, many fishermen are well-to-
do and several in very good efrcomstances.  Some others, as one might expect, on account, of the
variety of nationalities, are shiftless, and seem to have little tact in providing for their families.
Ib many cages their gains are sufficiently large to enable them to live well if they but used judg-
ment in expending them. Nearly all the fishermen are land-owners 4o some extent, several pos-
sessivg valuuble farms in addition to their fisheries.

At Two Rivers, situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan, on the Green Bay peninsula, the
fishing populution—nearly all French-Canadians—Ilive in one locality at the month of the two
rvivers, forming quite a colony, known in the vicinity as ¢ Canada” The men are apt to be
extravagant during profitable seasons, taking little thought for the future. It has been stated
that, us a cluss, the fishermen of this loeality were formerly quite intemperate, but recently #
decided iinprovement. hag tuken place in this respeet.

In the vieinity of the Straits of Mackinac the fishermen are of all grades, nationalities, and
eonditions.  The least industrious, perbaps, are the French gill-netters. Aboot twe-thirds of them
burely suceeed in gaining a livelihood. They sometimes allow their nets o remain in the water
for several weeke untonched, the fish canght in them becoming putrid, During seasons of plenty
tliese, us well as some in other localities, are apt to indulge in extravagant living and comparative
idleuess, returning when their means are expended, to activity and humble living,

The fishermen of Huron are generally considered a better class of men than the Lake Erie
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fisherien,  The twajority have entered the fishing business of a moature age and are less veekloss
and iprovident and more cnergetic and hardworking than in some other lecalities, Fishing i
not now prosecuted on Snnday as it formerly was in this vieinity,

OREDIT 8YsTEML—The system of credit, uutil recently in operation in many of the fishiog
towns, had a demoralizing eflect among the fishermen aml led o general finaneial disaster among
the gut-fitters.  li was customary for the capitalists to furnish the fishermen with outfits and
provisions on credit and take pay in the fish caoght. Thix system enconrnged the fisherinen
to contract large debts, and to live extravagontly, while they countinnully looked forward {o the
time when the capture of tabulous guantities of fish should relicve them of their indebieduess,
The out-fitters, on the other hand, discovered in the course of time Uit the valne of the fish canght,
way frequently less than that of the outfits they furnished, and while ont of ¢hurity for the fisher-
men, who were depsndent upon them, or for lack of the knowledge pecessary to establish a Detter
system, they continued to give unlimited credil, many became involved in financial difficulties
which resulted in utter ruin. At present, however, except in a few localities, dealers wilt not take
nneanght fish in security, and finunces are in @ betier condition.

FINANCIAL PROFITS.—If in alinost impoessible to gather any information in regard to too
tinancial profits of individnal fishermen, except of those who receive salarvies.  In many loealities
fishing is thonght to he becoming less and less profivable every year, while in others the profits are
considered to e larger than formerty. The opinions expressed, however, nre baged so kogely
upel the suecess or fuilnre of the individnals furnishing them, rather tian apon an average of the
profits of all the fisheries of any given locality, that they must be taken with allowance.  Move-
over, &0 few statements of the value of the lake fisheries Lave been published in past years that
there is nothing with which to compare the fignres obtained for the present report. It must be
ttie work of the next eensus to make snch comparisons and to determine whether the lake fisheries
are increasing or decreasing in importauce and profitableness.  More in regard to this sabjeet will
be found in the section of this feport which treats of the metheds of the fisheries.



48 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

B.—THE SAILOR FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.
33. SHORE EDUCATION.

BOHOOLS AND cOvnerEsS. —In the carly days of the Massachusctts colopies the coast fishery
wis 01 of the most important indnstries apon which tha people relied for support.  In ihe early
records of the Plyvmontl colony and, Tater, it the various town records may be fonnd ordinances
for the estublishment of fvee sehools, the teachers of whieh were to be supported by appropriations
from the procceds of certuin public fishery privileges, and similar provisions were made for the
malntenanee of fan able, godly minister,” an agent of equal Importanee in the edancational syvstem
ot the enlonists.

The following order is on record :

“Whereas, at the General Court of His Majesty holden at New Plymouth, in Juue, 1670, the
court, upon dne and sevious consideration, difl {recly give and grant all such prolits s wight or
shoull annnally acerve to the eolony, from time to time, for fishing with nets or seipes at Cuape
Cod [or mackerel, bass, or berrings, * * * to be improved for und toward a free school in
sote town,”

The records of the Plymouth eoleny show that in July, 1677, the Cape Cod fishery was let for
seven yeard, at £30 per annum, to certam individnals who are named, to seine mackerel and bass.
Theyv were resiricted o talke in the Plymouth eolonists with them: und if none offer to admit
strangers, and a portion of the profits of the hire which accrned to the colony were distributed €o
tlee sehools,

¥or the maintenance of & minister

“The first Court of Assistants, holden att Charlestown, Auguost 23, 1630, Ordered, that MT
Ihillips [ minister] shoulld have allowed him 3 bogsheads of meale, T hogshead of malte, 4 bushells
of Indean corne, 1 hushell of ontemeale, halfe av handred of salte tishe; for apparell, and other
provisions, £20, or ¢ls to have £40 givenr hine in money per anuum to wake his owne provisions i
hee chuse it the rather, the yeare to begin the first of Seprember nexte ™

Iu J66:2 for the support of a minister in the Plymouth colony the folowing order was—
~ #Made and eonelmled by the Generall Court ield ait Plymouath for the Jurisdiction of New
Plymouth the third of June Ann? 1662, The Court propuseth it as a thing they Judge wonld bee
very comendable and beniticiall to the Townes where God’s Providence ghall cust any whales; if
they should agree to sett apart some part of every such fish or oyle for the lncorragement of an
able (radly Minnester amongsi them.”§

From that time until now the New England coast towns, like those of the interior, have as &
rile been well provided with {ree schools, These arcrattended by the boys until they are old
creugl to mo 1o sea and by the girls until they are sixteen or seventeen years old, and sometimes
still longer. It is quite usual for boys to engage in fishing in summer and to attend school in
winter, and some do this until they arrive at the age of manhood. Aas a c¢lass the giris are alinost
always better educated than the boys, and theintelligenee and refincment among the women along
the coast, some of whom are always school teachers, seems to a stranger very noteworthy. 7The
exeellent education of the wives and mothers of the fishermen cannot be without a very important
effect.  The people of most of the fishing villages from the Bay of Fundy to New York are intel-

* Records of Massachusetts, vol. j [1626-16417, p. 73.
t Plymoutk Qolony Records, vol, xi, 1628-1682, Laws, p. 135,



Fi

ghery Iniustrion of the Tuited States. Reet. IV,

PLATE

Gloucester, Mass. ; view looking west from East Glonrester,

From s photograph hy T. W. Smillie.



‘SAI'I:UR FISHERMEN OF NEW LENGLAND. 44

ligenrt. atnl vefined to a noticeable degree, and in wany instances to a greater cgrec than those of
the average agriceltoral and manofacturing communities of the jnterior.

PrBLIC LIBRARLE: AND TyCEUMS.—Th many of these villages lilmiries and reading rooms
are snstained thronghout the year., Conrses of lyeemn leefures are kept up and well atiended in
the winter.

In some villages, such, for instance, as Provinectown, litevary societies are kept up in ihe
winter, and readings, essayvs, and lectures by wembers provide entertatinwent tor the weekly meet.
ings.  Iu Provineetown reveral lectures on the isheries bave been given by one of the old tisher-
mien of the place. Theough the influence of (ke pastors of the choreles, @ sociables™ are often
heldh in copyeetion with the chnreh, a large part of the evening's enterlainment gonsisting of Tead-
ing and music furgisbed by members of the churel community.  The futellectual grade of the
tishing towns of Massachusetts and Mame way be judeed {rom the fact that the churches of these
towns are able to secure and Keep in their secvice clergymen of fine education, I Maipe apd
Massachusetts (lie Metbodist Chureh is one of the maost popnlar, and the appointments in the
priveipal fishing communities are deemned to be awony the Dest in the conferences within wirgse
linzits these towns are cmbraced,

We have spoken thng fur of the sualler towns and fshing villages,  In cities like Gloueester
and New Bedford, which are supported chiefly by the fishing interests, there is a large proportion
of the popolations which, though in a certain sense dependent oun the fisheries, can Tardly be con
sidered as belonging to the seadfaring ¢lasses, 1o these communities the opportanities for intel
lectnal culture are more extensive thaw in smaller places,

Nantucket §s still t0 be regarded as a fisking town, althovgh ity interest in the tsheries is
entirely retrogpective, The intelligenee of the inbabitants of this and other whaling ports is too
well kuown to requtire mention, :

We have spoken of the attmosphere of intelleet and eultnre in the average fishing towns in
order that the home infiuences of the young fishiermen way be properly understood.

ForkigN FISHERMEN.—The fishermen who ecome (o the United States frein certuin towns in
Nova Scotia are noted for their intelligence, while thase trom other loealities, Judigue, for instance,
are equally noteworthy for their ipnovanee and brtality,  Among the better towns of Nova Scotia
may be mentioved Yarmouth apd Pobnico, and many other ports ou the southern coust of the
Nova Scotian peninsula. ¥ armouth is well kuown to be a town of intelligence and enterprise, and
has, in proportion to its size, perbaps the largest fleet of square-rigged vessels in North America,

The schools of Nova Scotia, especielly those of the soutbern portion, are said to be excellent,
comparing favorably with those of New England.

Certain districts on the iskand of Cape Breton bave u repuiation very different from that of Nova
Bcotia, and the fishermen from these districts, especially in past years, have had a very bad name
in the fishing flees. 'The fishermeu of Newfoundland are remarkable for their lack of intelligence
and gentleness. This is largely due to the fact that on the eoast of this island the fishermen do
not gather together in communities to any great exteut. Their houses are scatiered here and there
along the coast, singly or in small clusters, and if is impossible for the peopls, with the best of
intentions, to provide edncational facilities for their children.

‘We have referred to the education and the howne influences of the Provineial fishermen because
50 large a number of Gloucester vessels are manped by them.  Until within thirty years the fishing
vopulation of Gloncester was almost entirely native born, and the remarks which bave already
been made regarding the other towns on the New England eoast would apply with equal force
to Cape Aun. At preseut the large foreign element there must be taken into account in esti-

BEC rv—od
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mating the intelleetuul and moeral coudition of this city. The inflezence of the Gloucester euen
tional institutions is, however, soon felt by the foreigners who setile there.

VISsHERMEN'S CHILDREN.—The cltildren of the forcign-born fishermen satling from Gloacester,
as well as thesc whose parents are nutives of New England, have profited mneh by the excellent
sysiem of sehools which is as marked au feature of this port as of any other city of ifs size in Mas.
sachusetts. It is a4 common occurrence fo see children of fishermen-—both of foreigu and native
born parents—carrying off’ the honors at the sehools, and a few years later occupyring responsible
positions,  As 4 matter of fact, some of the most competent teachers in the Gloucester schools—
it not, indeed, a majority of them—ure the danglhiters of fishermen, nor is this specially sorpris
ing in a eity which bag often been represented in the Massachusetts Jegislatnre by weu who had
formerly been fishermen, while its eity government, mayor included, has been largely drawn frow
this class, _

HIGHZR EDGCATION.—~Thms it will be seen that while the majority of Mew Englung figher
men generally acquire only education suficient to etable themn to pursne their vecation,
there are, neverthetess, a considerable number who, profitiug by the opportunities of going o
school in winter, acquire sufficient knowledgre of books to enable them in affer years not only to
take command of fishing vessels, but to enfer into ficlds of labor, and to aceept responsibilities
which require no ordinary amount of intelligence and jundgment. Tt is by no means uneommon
to tind fishermen who have u remarkable store of general knowledge, and sowe who have come
under onr personal observaiion could quote at length from many of the poets, history, and the Serip-
tuzes. Tn more than one instanee that might he mentioned, fishermen bave shown eonsiderable
taste for art. This usually exhibits itself in making variond. kinds of serimshaw work, such
as minatore vessels and carving on wood or bone. In rarer instances th'e.y fearn to paint or draw
and sometimes produee very ereditable work.

Many of the songs and ballads published in the local papers of the fishing towns, and in a col
lection of such, called * The Fishermen’s Song Book,” printed in Gloncester, have been written by

fishermen.
34. SEA EDUCATION.

TRAINING OF THE YOUTH FOR FISHERMEN.—The young fishermau enters upon his career with
a store of hereditary and acquired attainments which render it possible for him soon to become an
excellent mariner. Along the coast of Maine, where the old wethodr of fishing are atill prac-
ticed by the boat ishertmen, ymall boys are taken out to help their fathers and brothers as soon a8
they are old enough to be of practical assistance. It iz not unéommon to see boys of eight or
nine handling fish almost. 48 large as themselves. On the cod and balibut vesselg, and upon mack-
erel vesgels which uwe the purse seine, hoys are of little use until they are Jarge emough to do i
man’s work ; consequently, at the present time they are rarely shipped until fifteen or sixteel.
This change has many advantages, yet there can be no donbt that ita effect is derogatory to the
gemeral grade of intelligence amonyg the fishermen. Boys, who at the age of ten wounld be willing
to ship on & fishing vesgel, when five or six years older have obtained a fair education, and the
tagte for some ocenpation on shore bas ereated a dislike in their minds to the life of fisher
men, whom they congider to be their inferiors in ability and education ; consequently,'they do not
become fishermen, and, though they make useful members of the shore community, the fishing class
loses. These remarks apply partienlarly to large ports like Gloucester and Provincetown, where,
at present, it is rather unusaal for the son of an intelligent fisherman to be a fisherman himself,
thoagh, nntil within the last twenty or thirty rears, the occopation of fishing had been for several
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generations hereditary in their fmmilies. The fishermen of these ports who are not forviguers, are,
for the most paxt, drawn from the eoast of Maine and the smaller ports of Cape Ood and Southern
Massachusetts, where the old custows ave still somewhat prevalent. The fact that the sonks of
well-to-do fishermen do unt follow in the footsteps of their fathers isin part due to fhe fael that the
fisheries of the United States are now wmnch less profitable than they foret]y were, the existing
freaty with Great Britain laving yecently given an unfair advantage to the fisheries of British
Jorth American Provinees.

The youngster sailing upon a fishing vessel—whether be be ten or sixteen yvears of age—enters
ot & course of praetical iraining under the direction of the skipper and bis shipwates  If intelli-
gent, ambitious, and industrious, Le, in two or three years, thoroughly understands how to fish
and bhow to manage a schooner, and what 35 wore, he has learned to performn such duties as are
within the limits of s strengtl by pure foree of kabit, He bas acquired wiany of those points of
skill whicl: become more and maore a second vature with him as he grows elder, being able to lay
bis hand on any rope in the dark, to steer a vessel at night by the feeling of the wind on his face,
ko ease & vesse] in a seaway by an involuntury movement of the hand as it rests upou the helm,
to safely enter various harbors, either at night or day, and to know by iustinet just what sails to
change with varyiug cirennmstanees,  He Lag learned to distinguoish between the different species
of fish that he habitaally seex, by peculinrities of their motion as they swim avound the vessel at
night, leaving shining tracks of five behind them iu the water, and to determive the presence of fish
by thie movements of the vessels in 1lie ofling, by the action of flocks of hirds, or by the different
sounds which some species of fisl: make as they fip with their fins st the surface. He knows how
to dress mackerel, cod, or halibut, in darkaess, gnided by the seuse of feeling,  These feats of skill,
which are soon Iearned by the observaunt and easily impressed mind of the younger boy, require a
mueh [onger time for acqmisition by a boy of fifteen or sixteen, whose powers of observation, as
well ag his interest in such watters, have doubtless been dulled by his trajnitg on shore, however
much his reflective powers may have been improved. An experienced skipper states from his
own knowledge that boys whe have gone with him at the age of fourteea or sixteen cannot usually
be trusted to take their place at the helm or on the wateh until they are eighteen or nineteen, but
that those boys who went at the age of ten years can generally perform the daties of the watch
when fifteen, and in some cases as youug as thirteen. Maoy boys, truined in the old manner, have
become skippers of vessels when from seventeen to nineteen years of age. Some of the most suc-
cessful “fiters” at Glomcester bad eommand while gtill in their tecns,

These men bave penerally acquired a tair edneation by their own efforts, and in strength of
charuaeter, ability, and general intelligence they are to-day by far the best men in the fishing fleet.
These are the men who have been trained from early boyhood to face danger and hardship, and to
meet and overcome emergencies, and exhibit traits of guickuess, bravery, and presence of mind.
It may, indeed, be stated as a fact that a fisherman never attains to the highest excellence in his
profession who fias not been acenstomed to a sea-faring life from early hoyhood,

TRAINING IN NAVIGATION.—A boy is trained in navigation precisely as in the managewent, of
the veasel and in the methods of the fAsheries. He first learns to steer, perhaps by a landwmark,
then he learns the compass, and, later, how to shape the course or to measnre distance on a chart, by
observing the actions of the skipper. In this way he also learns to take the besrings of the Jund
and to estimate its distance. The skipper often gives instrnction to those of his crew who desire
it in taking observations and calculating latitade and longitude, In former days it was an accom-
plishment which every ambitions boy was anxious to learn to be able to estimate the velocity of
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the vessel by observing her motion threugh the water. The old fashioned log was seldown carried
ou the fishing vessel, thougl at preseut the patent log is in general wse.

Another importaut accomplishment whieh is sooner or later acquired by the young man who
is anxious to e a skipper is to become familiar with the shape and character of the bottom on the
fishing-grounds and along the npproaches to the ports whiclh be frequents. This is learned by
sonnding and thus ascertaining the deptlh of water and the nature of the botton, and again by
a stndy of the eharts.  All of these branches of pavigation a smart boy learns long before ke is of
age, and, as a rule, they are acquired on hoard of the vessel as opportnnity offers from day to day.
11 sowe of the larger ports, srel as Provineetown, there are, in winter, schools of uavigation which
offer opportruities to study this science. These sehools are usually well attended; but, of eourse,
tessons there given are of little value nuless they are practically applied on shiphoard in the
SNT£T.

Besides the skipper who instructs his erew in navigation, there are frequently experiencerd
navigators among the erew who beeome the instructors of their yonnger associntes.  Buch instruc
tion is always given as a matter of good fellowship and without remmueration. The fishermen of
New England, as o class, are acknowledged to be excellent nuvigators, and from the fishing com-
muanities have been drawn thensands of masfers of merchunt and coasting vessels in all parts of
the United States.

During tbe late war between the States, fishermen were, in some instances, employed in the
Navy as sailing-wasters, this position vequiring the highest gride of seamanship and skill in navi-
gation. Some of them rose to still higher positions.  From their intimate kpowledge of the coast-
line fisheren arc recognized to be the best local pilots, and they are often ealled upon to act in
that capacity by vessels unable to procore regudar pilots,

Althougl the results of the present system have been in the main satisfactory, it cannot be
denied that there are many masters of fishing vessels who are shamefully deficient in their knowl-
edge of navigation, and who are unable to ascertain their position at sea with eveo a fair degree of
aceuracy or to shape their coarse with a definite knowledge of where they will strike the coast.
There are instances of vessels bound for Gloucester from the Banks or Day of 8t Lawrence
making Jand south as far as Montauk Point or the mouth of the Chesapeake.

The schools of pavigation shounld be more generally encouraged and supported. A system of
examining and Jicensing the masters of fishing vessels would be of great importance. There is 10
reason why this should not be insirted upon in the fishing fieet as well as in the case of the mer-
chant marine, for the fishing schooner carries a larger crew in proportion to its size, and is geperally
a more valuahble piece of property. )

TiAINING OF CATE COD FISHERMEN.—IFreeman, in his history of Cape Cod, thus speaks of
the training of the young fishermen of that district:

“'Whales, that formerly were 50 commen ou this coast, must now, if sought, be leoked for in
distant waters. The other fisheries are prosecuted with anccess; and the merchant service has
from the first been indebted to Trure for sowe of its most able ship-masters. The youth of the
place are often scarcely of age when they rise to the command of a vessel. It has been remarked
that though the youth and strength of 2 place be employed two-thirds of the year in obtaining, by
hardy and audacions toil, the wealth of the seas beyond the line, and even on the further side of
Cape Horn; and, though early habits and the love of voyages occasionally prosperous induce the
employmwent, the business is often precarious. Great dangers, and bardships, too, are often epcoun-
tered; but they who survive them are generally successful in acquiring good estates. We wust
bere be indulged in quoting from the English traveler of 1807 his relation of an incident that
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illastrates the enterprise of early youth. Herays: *In passing from Trure to Provincetown,” by
the bay route, ‘T had in company an inhabitant of the lafter place. Aw we approached the mouth
of the iulet, the vertebras of a small species of whale, Lhere called the blackfish, became frequent
on the beach, together with other signs of the fisheries.  Soon after, at the distance of half o npile,
on the sandy fat from which the sea was now fasl retiring, we discovered & boy, and near him
appeared to be a great fisl, The solitariness of the boy and his smalluess compared with the
fizh, forwed & combination sufliciently remarkuble to draw us to the spot; and we found our fisher-
man of about len years of age astride a porpoise abeout 10 feet loug, in the midst of a sea of bluod
collected in 1he bollow of the sand.  Aloue, with o common table-knife for his instrument, he was
cutting the blubber from the ribs of the monster, & task which he performed i a very workinavlike
manner, TUpou inguiring, we learned that he atone had killed the fish, His employment in the
morning had been the tending of his mother's cows; and from the hills on wlkich he was he bud
seen @ shoal of porpoises enter the inlet,  Axs the tide was cbbing, and the shore flat, many of
ihew were soon embarrassed by the want of suflicient water to move in; and he flattered himeself
that by leaving {he cows aud coming down to the beacl, he might be able tv make a prize! So
going inte the water as far as he dared, Le selected one stroggling to regain deep water. Fhis
fish he boldly cavght, from time 1o time, by the tail, thereby iucreasing its dificalties, till at last
the water running away left the porpoise upon 1he sand. He stuid by the fish till be was suve
that escape was impossible; and theu runuing home, a distance of a mile, procured a knife. Thus
armed, he proceeded to wonnd and kill the fish—a task of some labor and davger; and, according
to his account, e had accomplished it only by watching opportunities—alternately striking and
retreating. My companion said it wonld yield 10 gallons of oil, and give the little cowherd $10
lor his expleit.!

“Qf even children, on the lower parts of the Cape, the little porpoise-killer at Truro is a fair
specimen, Boys are oflen at sen at a very early age. Mauy of tliem at ten have becone expert
fishermen 3 and all whe have o mind for promotion find their way {rom the forecastle to the cabin
in due time, Many of onr best commanders it foreign voyuges are furnished bere. The testimony
of Burke, in the House of Commons, before the Revolution, 1774, in regard to the mariners of New
Tugland, was especially applicable to this and other parts of Cape Cod. ‘No sea but what is
vexed by their fisheries ; no climate that is ot witness (o their toils. Ncither the perseverance of
Holland nor the activity of France nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of Euglish enterprise, ever
carried this most perilous mode of hardy industry to the extent to which it has been pursued by
this recent people. * * * A more hardy or enterprising race of mariners is nowhere to be met
on the watery element.'”

35. MENTAL AND PHYSICAL TRAITS.

CHABACTERISTICS 0T AMERICAN FISHERMEN.—It has beeu the eustom of many writers apon
the fisheries to consider the fishermen as a peculiar class of men, with striking mental character-
istics by which they could be distingnished from the population of the shore. This may be justi-
fiahle in cases where the profession of fisbing is hereditary, in which eveat those who pursee it are
prevented by social limitatious from entering upon commercial or other pursuits upon Iand. It
has been quite a common practice to consider the fishermen of all countries as possessed of similar
traits.

In Sabine’s well.lknown report on the American fisheries he devotes a chapter to the public
services and character of Ashermen,® in which he gives many interesting faets concerning the serv.

*» Beport ou the Principal Fisheries on the American Seas, pp. 198-210.
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ices of the fishermen of New England in time of war. At its conclusion, however, he falls into the
vein of thought alluded to, snd brings instances {rom the pages of history to prove that the fisher-
mab is of necessity a grateful man, a patriotic man, a benevolent man—his proof of this, perhaps,
being derived from an adventure of Mungo Park in ope of the fishing villages of Afyica—a sym-
pathetic wan, a law-abiding man, and a man who is loyal to duty. He illustrates the latter point.
hy reference 1o the fishermen of Galilee, and incidentally enlogizes the fisherman’s wife by quoting
instances where fish-women in France, England, and ltaly bave performed charitable deeds, or,
standing upon the sea-shore as evening approaches, chant melodies aud listen until they bear
auswers from their husbands, who are guided by the sonnds from their own villages.

A study of the fishermen of North America forces one to the conclusion that the fishermen are
in all respects very similar to their neighbors on shore in the region in which they were born and
educated,  The erews of the cod and mackere! schooners of Massachusetts and Maine, when once
they set their feet upon the shore, cannot be distingaished from their brothers and cousins who ave
clerks it the shops and mechanics in tbeir native villages. The ignorant and lawless natives of
certain parts of the British ’rovinces may be precigely matched among the agriculturists of the
same distriet, while the enterprising and skillful Provincials, who are in eommand of a large number
of vessels ju the American fleet, are very little different from the better class of farmers and shop
keepers of their old homes. The negroes, by whose atrength the shad fisheries of the Southern
rivers are carried on, are not to he distinguished from other negroes of the same district; in fact,
except during the limited season of the figheries, they are engaged in the same pursunits as their
neighbors. The Portuguese fisherman retain the prejudices and habits of their native Azores.
The Mediterranean fishermen, of whom 0 many are to be found on cur SBouthern and Western
coasts, might be transplanted with their boats to the coasts of Calabria, Grecce, or the Balearic
Islands, und wonld there e at home. The krishmen of Boston, with their sloop-cutters and primi-
tive fishing-tackle, are west-coast Irishmen still.  All retain the peculiar mental characteristics of
the districts in which they were trained, though all arc more or less broadened and developed by
the greater freedom which they find in the United States. A large percentage, probably more
than a half, of the number of those enumerated in this report as fishermen are actually engaged
in the fisheries oniy a few months in the year, and at other times are occupied in farming or any
other pursnits on shore, ' _

We refer here not to the crews of the fishing vessels belonging in the larger ports, but to
many of the fishermen on the coast of Maine, and to almost all of those from Cape Cod sonthward,
except the Connectiont fishermen, who supply the markets of New York and Havans, a few men
engaged in the market fisheries of the large Southern Btates, the oyster fishermen of the Chesa-
peake, and the sponge and oyster fishermen of the Gulf of Mexico, and the men who fish habjtually
for the San Francisco warket.

The fishermen of New BEngland are of special importance and interest, since they correspond
more closely to the professional fishermen of Northern Europe and constitute the elass usually
thought of when the fishermen of the United States are spoken of. For them especially freaties
are made, tarifly are imposed, and from their ranks the merchant marine is recruited.

TISHERMEN AS CAPITALISTS AND MERCHANTE.—The ¢ase with which the New England fisher-
man, accustomed to the constant sea-faring life, adapts himself to changing circumstances, may be

Judged from the fact that many ac often abandon fishing and enter suceessfully upon other pur-
suits, Most of the fishery capitalists of Gloneester and other fishing ports are men who have been
trained as fishermen. This is also the ease with the fitters of the whaling fieet in Southern New
Eugiand. Ip mapy ports these men earry ou, in eonnection with their fishing business, a general



SAILOR FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAXND. 5

i}

mereantile business.  1n Provineetowu, fur instanee, all the principal shops are locatred upon the
wharves, and are carried on hy the fishery capitalists,  The banks and insaranee companies in the
fishing ports nsually have mauy retired fishermen upon the board of directors and other oflicers.
Thouzands of men from different parts of the eoast bave abamluned the fishing interest entirely,
and have been suecessfal in farming, iu busivess, and in many other branches of indnstry. 1t has
atready been mentioned that a very large namber of merchant vessels are officered by fishermen.
Many fishermen have entered tle Clristian ministry and have been successfol,  Mr. John J. Wat-
son, 4 well known musician of Xew York City, who has met with considerable success upon the
coneert stage, began his career as a tishermun on a Gloucester schooner at the age of cight ycars,
and continned fishing until after he had reached manhood.*

PATRIOTISM,—During the Iate war several cowpanies of infuntry were organized at Gloueester,
composed largely of fishermen, avd their record was excellent.  Instunces of this sort wight be
given by the page.

PECULIARITIES.—The fishcrman rarely acguires any peculinrities of carriage or address by
which he can be distinguished from his neighbors on shore,  When he Las left bis vessel and
assnmed bis “shore togs” no one wonld suspeet hin of being a sea-furing man. We speak here
of the better men, whom we choose Lo regard as representatives of the elass.  Of course there are
among fishermen many men who have the manners and appenranee of comnion laborers, and who
never change their costnme or mingle with men engaged iv other pursitits,  These are commonly
men of foreign birth, whose peculiarities are those of their native countiy vathier than those apper-
taining to their profession.

A certain class of fishermen, however, must be excepted from these remarks. We refer to
those men who are engaged in the shore fishery from little Hoats, and who spewd their lives in soli-
tnie, fishing among the ledges near thelr homes.  These men are scldom hrought inte contact with
tie world, and acquire peculinr mental traits, aud in the course of dozeus of years of solitude
develop a bearing and physiognomy which mark them ummstakably as men of a peculiar class.
These wen are usually to be fornd upop isolated parts of the coust, such as the Tsles ot Shoals,
Block Island, No Man’s Land, and isolated islands on the couast of Maiue.

Celia Thaxter, in ber eharmiog litile monograph of the Isles of Rliouls, thus speaks of the car-
riage of the fishermen: © Most of the men are more ot less round-shouldered, and seldom upright
with head erect and shoulders thrown back. Tley stoop se much over the fish-tables—ecleaning,
splitting, salting, packing—that they acqnire a permanent; habit of stoaping.”

These same peculiaritics of bearing were also noticeable among the Bank ¢od fishermen of the
olden time, who were accustomed to fish over the rail of the vessel, aud were consequently, for a
large part of the time, in a stooping position. The intraduction of trawling has had the opposite
tendency. The hauling of tbe trawls and the constaut exercise in rowing the boats to and from
the vessel has a tendeney to expand the chest and throw the shoulders back, &0 that the fishermen
are now upright, broad-chested looking men. The crews of the whaling vessels are also warked
cxamples of a fine physique and good muscular development.

The following paragraph f{rem the book just quoted from describes very picturesquely the
conditions and eircamstances of the life of a boat fisherman of the olden time:

«Till Bennaye grew very feeble, every samiuer night he paddled abroad in his dory te fish
for hake, and lonely he looked, tossing among the waves, when our Hoat bore down and passed him
with a hail which he faintly retarned as we plunged lightly through the track of the moonlight,
young and happy, rejoicing in the besuty of the night, while poor Beunaye only connted his gains

» Fisherman’s Memaerial and Rccord Book, pp. 149-153.
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in the grisly bake he caught, nor considercd e rubles the light-house scattered on the waves, or
how ihe woon sprinkled down silver before him, He did not mind the touch of the balmy wind
that blew across his weather-beaten face with the same sweet greeting that so gladdened us, but
fished and fished, watching his line through the short sammer night, and when a Dlush of dawn
stole up in the east among the stars wonnd up his tackle, took his ears, and paddled home fo
Nabbaye with his hooty—Dbis ‘fure of fish, ag the natives live it.  Huke-fishing after this pictur
esque and tedious fashion is done away with now, The islands are girdled with trawls, which
cateh more fish in one night than could be obtained in 4 week’s bard labor by bund.”*

POWERS oI oBsERVATION.—The fishermen of the present day are, mentally, broader and more
vigorous than thosc of former times. The management of the vessels requires more skill and
presenee of wind; the various labor-saving applianees iv the rigging of the vessel, such as the
patent windlauss and the patent blocks, and various other contrivances of the same kiod, have
diminished the necessity for severe mmuscalar exertion and the consequent exbanstion which, often
repeated, must have a tendeocy to sluggishness of mind. The training, already described, through
which a man mnst pass to become a suceessful fisherman, in a very large degree strengthens the
wental taculties and develops at the same time great readiness and promptness of thought. The
fisherman in a smaller vessel, to be suecessful, also needs 1o develop great powers of observation
to protect himself and his boat from sudden changes of weather, and to follow the changes in the
habits and motious of the fish from one season of the year to another. Many fishermen whom we
have met have exhibited great aptuess as observers of nature.

FISIERMEN AS INVESTIGATORS.—We need only refer to the wonderful contribufions to
science which have been mwade by the fishermen of the Gloueester fleet during the past three
vears, to demonstrate the interest which they have taken in matters which incidentally camne
under their observation. More than thirty Gloucester schooners havoe habitually for three years
carried oun their voyvages a collecting tank full of aleohol, in which they preserved every unusual
species of apimal which they obtained on their lines or from the stomachs of the fish as they
dressed them. Their interest in the subjeet s an intelligent oue, and they soon Icarp to discrim-
inate between species and to save only those things which they recognize to be novel,  Qur lists of
donations by the fishermen to the National Museum ure published weekly in the Cape Ann papers.
After specimens have been sent to Washington for identification they have anxiously awaited the
letters which announce the result of their examination, and, afier they have learned their names,
adopt them into their vocabulary, They quickly become familiar with the English names whick
are applied to eertain speecies, and in gome instances adopt the Latin nomenclature. The curious
fish known to naturalists by the generic name chimera, is also koown fo the fishermen by the
same name, ‘There are at least a hundred men in the Gloucester fishing fleet who keop track of all
the new discoveries on the fishing banks, and are interested iu learning the epinions of naturalists
on the subjeet. When a vessel has brought in a tank full of specimens, the majority of the erew
of ten to fourteen men are interested in knowing about their identification. Such ap intelligent
interest as this, is by no means confined to Gloucester, for fishing vessels from several other ports
carry collecting-tanks. Some very important comtributions to the natural history of the wmen-
haden, for instance, the discovery of the fact that this species feed npon floating crustaceans, a fact
which had long been sought after by trained naturalists, was brought to Iight Tast summer by J.
¥. Fowle, the engineer of one of the menhaden steamers. One of the Connecticut vessels fishing
for the Oharleston market, has rendered important service in collecting. Certain fishermen have

* Thaxter'w Iules of Shoals, 1873, p. 76.
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attained u national reputation as observers: men like Capt, K. E. Atwood, of Provibeetown, the
snceess of whose eourse of twelve lectures on ichthyology before the Lowell Institute, of Boston, is
a matter of record; Capt. U. 8. Treat, of Eastport, Me., who was for several yvears cmploved by
the Japanese Government to instruet their people in the methods of fishing; Simeon Chaney, of
Grand Manan, X, B., and others whose powers of observation are no less remarkable, although they
have not come so pronzinently into notice. In the investigation the results of which ave detailed
in the present volume, as well as in the previous work of the United Btates Fish Commission, cir-
culars eontaining from fifty te eighty gnestions have been sent out to fishermen all zlong the coast,
and iv this manner information has heen sorght regarding the general character of the fisheties of
the eoast, the natnral history and methods of eapture of the cod, the mackerel, the mullet, the
menhaden, the lobster, and several otlier species. 1o few instances buve the cireulars fuiled to
receive answers, and in the archives of the Fish Commission may be found many thoasands of pages
of manuseript, writben by the hands of fishermen, in which are given probably more important and
previocusly unobserved faets concerning the natural history of these species than had ever hitherto
been brought to Jight by the labors of all the trained naturalists of America, The Fish Commis
sion has published a report of over five hapdred pages upon the natural history of the menhaden
and the menhaden fisheries, the material for which was supplied in large part by men engaged
directly in the fisheries. A similar report, the material for which was obtained in the same
manner, has recently been published. In preparing the chapter on the whale fishery for this
report it has been necessary to correspoud with many retired whalers, and the answers huave been
explicit and satisfactory in the extreme, far more so than answers to circulars relating to another
subject which were sent out to sportsmen and professional men throughout the interior of the
country. - In fact, it is bardly possible to praise in sufficicntly high terms the intelligent interest
and the valuable codperation which onr fishermen have everywhere shown in the preparation of
this report upon the fisheries, They rarely withlold information, awnl almost withont exeeption,
oven at great ineonvenience to themselves, render every aid in their power.  If spuce would allow,
a1l interesiing illustration of the intetligence of the wen engaged in the Amerivan fisheries might he
given by printing io full some of the letters in responge to eirealars,  Not only do they convery ip
a very concise and intelligible manner the inforwation which was souglht fer, but the language
is strong, idiomatic English, the grammar and orthography are faultless, and the handwriting
graceful and legible.

In response to the invitation of the Commissioner of Fisheries, many fishertnen of Gloucester
and sowe from other ports have kept journals of their voyages, noting down the wovements of
their vessels, the locations of the fishing grounds as they change from day to day, and the peculiar-
ities in the movements of the fish whieh full ander their observation.

There are before us al least thirty journals of this deseription, some of thew covering & period
of three or four years, and, in addition to disenssing the points already meutioned, deseribing the
pecaliar methods of fishing employed by them. Many of these men, aud many of the men on the
menhaden steamers, have voluntarily kept records of the temperature of the water three times a
day dnring the entire fishing season, appreciating the importance of placing apon record mformi-
tion of this sort for the use of those who are studying the habits of the fishes and methods for
improving the fisheries. The records received Liave, as a rule, been kept in an accurate and satis-
factory manner.

Three or fonr representatives of the Fish Commission have been &ent out apen iong trips on
bourd of flshing veseels to study the methods of the fisheries and the natural bistory ol the regions
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visited. Mr. Bcadder went to Greenland on a three months’ croise; Mr. Osborpe io the Grand
Bank on a three monihs’ crnise; Mr. Newcomb to the Western Bauk on a three weeks’ cruise.
Otlier representatives of the Fisl Commission have for three years been aceustomed to visit abmost
every vessel us It cutered the harbor of Gloncester on its retarn from g fishing voyage, and the
same system of visiting the vessels has been, to 2 less extent,.carried on upon every part of the
toast; abd, almost withoat exceplion, these gentlemen have been received with eourtesy, all infor.
mation given them which they desired, and nsually inteliigent interest shown in the work in which
they have beeu engaged.

It is due to the fishermen (o say that they gave their services without the offer or the hope of
remuneration of any kind. A number of the fishermen of Grimsby, England, two or three years
ago, kept logs of their voyages in a similar manuer, but it was in consequenee of offers of valuable
prizes. 1t ix but fair to say¥, however, that many English fishermen and hoatmen have manifested
thie sume spirit of appreciation of scientific work to which we have jusi referred as having been
displayed by the fishermen of the Tnited States, and some of them, like Capt. David Gray, of
Paterhead, have wade for themselves excellent reputations as observers,

ENTERPRISE.~The enterprise of the New England fishermen is strikingly manifested by the
manner it whick they stand ready to adopt uew improveinents in the methods of fishing. There
ire, of conrse, conservatives among them, bt the most enterprising of the class are ready to adopt
at once any device which seems to promise greater efficiency in the prosecution of their business.
It is not in this place neeessary to deseribe in detail the nanuer in which improvements have been
broaght about. We need only vefer to the rapid and general adoption of the patent windlass on
the off-shore vessels; to the sudden changes from the old methods of drailing tor mackerel to that
of catching themr with jigs, and again from that method to the use of the purse-seine; to the
sxtensive and speedy adoption of steamers in the menhaden fishery; to the improvements which
during the past one hundred gears have been brought abeat in the model of the whale-boat, and
within onc.quarter of that time in that of the seine-boat; to the energetic manneyr in which gill-nets
Liave been brought into nse in the cod fishery, and the equally great improvements which have of
late years been made in other fisheries,

HARDIHOOD AND DARING ; SEAMANRSHEIP.—There is no hardier or more daring race of seamen 1n
the worlid than the sailor fishermen of New Kngland. Their training begins at an early age and
their eonstunt cccupation on board the boats and vessels soon gives them a perfect faniliaricy
with the waves and the winds in ali their phases of manifestation. Thers is no coast upon whick
ihe winds and weather are more chbangeable and more trying to the endurance and skill of the
reamen than that of Xorth Awmerica from Florida to Davis’ Straits. There are no fishermen in any
other part of the world who ventsre so far from the shore at ali seasons and carry on their figheries
to 8o large an extent in the open sea, hundreds of miles from any harbor. Tlen, too, there is no
vessel which reqoires so much skill and judgment in its manggemnent as the American schooner;
pone which is, perhaps, more capable of remarkable achievements when properly managed, and
none which is more liable fo disaster when in the handw of the anskillful. In the same way the
favorite Ameriean fishing boat, the dory, is pecnliar in its demands npon the pluck, strength, and
keenness of the person who is controlling its movements, Certain other boats, sueh as the whale-
boat und the seine-boat, which are exelusively nsed in certain branches of the American fisheries,
require less skill to prevent disaster in their use, but gaite as much in their proper and sncecessful
management. The last-mentionad boats may be regarded as the special development of the inge-
nuity and observant experience of the fishermen. In no instance bave the fishermen of ofher
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countries essentially modifed, within the past century, the general form of their fishing boats and
the appliances which belong to ihem,  Exeeption shonld be made, perkaps, witl refercmee fo the
introduction of ketel-rigged evutters and steamers into the fisheries of Northern Europe, remarkable
progress having been made, especially by Great Britain, (}erma'ny, and Holland, during the past
twenty-five years in the adoption of fleefer and more manageable vessels for the herring, cod, aud
beam-trawl fisheries. The numerons labor-saving appliances, which may be found oo board of the
American fishing vessels and fishing boats, are, for the most part, peculiar to the United Biates.

At the International Fishery Exhibition at Berlin, the contras{ between the appliances of this
kind in the European arnd American exhibits was very noteworthy and was the subject of constant
remark among the Boropean fishermen who visited the American section. The demand for the
speedy adoption of 2o many appliances in the rigging of vessels and boats may be fairly acconnted
for by the fact that our fishermen feel the necessity of every aid that can be rendered them in the
trying eircumstanees to which they are so often exposed. It should alse be meutioned that the
necessity, which is especially felt by our fishermen, of attaining great speed for their fishing vessels,
ling led to the development of a high grade of seamanship, and Las led also to the adoptien of
many labor-saving appliances, by the aid of which more sails and larger sails can be managed with
ease anhd rapidity by ordinary crews.

There can be no guestion that seamanship of a very high type is found awoug the fishermen.
While many methods are common to the fishing fieet and to the merchant fleet, the fishing vessols
are often obliged to execute maneuvers which woald be impossible to the heavier vessels in the
merchant marine.

The fishing vessels are smaller, sharper, and carry sails which are larger in proportion to the
size of their halls. They are, thercfore, swifter, and, as the fishermen express it, *bandier”
Relying upon the speed and “handiness” of his vessel, the fisherman takes greater risks in runniog
for harbers in heavy weather and is consequently frequently exposed to emergencies which put to
the utmost test his own seamunship and the stanchness and manageability of his vessel.

Many of the most skillful masters of merchant vessels have been trained in the fishing scheol;
and during the late war between the States it was not unusual for fishernen to enter the Navy and
to rise to responsible positions.

As might naturally be expected, the fishermen are courageous alnost to a fault, both in the
performanee of ordinary daties and in rescuing men or vessels in peril.  Some of the rescues
accomplished by them will be mentioned in the chapter on publie services.

“Theirs is a life of toil,” writes Mr, Procter, “and although fortune smiles upon them oceasion-
ally and sends & good school of fish, yet they spend hours and hours at the rail, in the bitter cold
of-winter, waiting for a bite—* grubbing,’ a8 it is termed—with a family «at. home, whon they love
as well as any one loves his own; and the bread of this family depending upon the eatch of fish.
Oiftentimes these fathers will lie awake at night in their berths, tossed up and down by the waves
of Georges, each hoping that he may do well this trip for the sake of his loved ones who are in nced
of many things for their comfort. This is uo faney picture, but the earnest facts in the lives of the
warried fishermen, who cannot stay at home in winter, because thero is bread to win, and they must
win it. Theirs is no holiday existence, but a continued grappling with the elements, a stroggle for
life, with storm and old ccean in its anger to meet; and with pluck aud daring they wring success
from the very verge of the grave.”
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36. SUPERSTITIONS.

THE CATSER OF SUPERSITIION.—It is customary among writers Lo give fishermen credit for an
extraordinary amonnt of eredulity and superstition. There are among the fishermen superstitious
men, just as there are among {heir kindred on shore; while, on the other hand, the more intelligent
and practical men among them, especially those born in the United States, are, perhaps, among the
least snuperstitious of men, cerlainly as little eredulous as any class of sea-faring men. It is not
unusuul to find the master of a fishing vessel, while humoring the prejudices of his crew, himself
thoroughly inerednlons as to the power of any supernatural intluences over the movements of the
vessel or The suceess of the voyage,

Mr. J. I*. Gorily thus writes ¢oncerning some of the superstitious notions among the Gloucester
fishermen :

“1 will not updertake to say to how many causes superstition may be due, but one cause, at
least, every one will admit—a weakness of fmagination and reason. Whenever vou find & mind
too weak to form such a conception as law, you find a wind which, if left 10 ilself, will be super-
stitious. The development of the religions notion may modify the form of the superstition, but
with that I do not prepose to deal, since it is at present among fishermen in too varying proportions
to wake valid any conelusions that may be drawn therefrom. Now, in most eircles of society the
weaker minds are not left to themselves. They borrow the opinions as they do the manners of the
highest culture and the best intellects in the eircles in which they move. Those pronounce super-
stitions ridicatouns and they echoe their laugh. Eveu then the thoughts in their minds answering
to abstract terms have o grotesqueness that would deserve to be called superstitions had not that
name come to indicate a peculiar class of grotesgue ideas, Now fishermen are very emphatically
left to themselves, They have as little calture, as little contaes with enlture, ag any class in the
lund. The most intelligent among them are prevented by their limited opportunities for inter-
course from wielding the inflrence which naturally belongs to power, and superstition, as a rule, is
the nataral result. This is especially so when yon take into consideration another eause which
works with peeuliar foree among tishermen. 1 think that amoug people whose mental structure
inclines them that way superstitions are more or less prevalent aceording to the frequeney with
whieh they come in contact with variable and incalenlable events. Superstitions are due, ip part
al leasl, to the cause-seeking instinet; and when a new phenomenon appears, or an old one at times
and under cireumstances whick cannot e predicted, this instinet demands satisfaction. Now, of
all classes in the world, fishermen deal with phenomena with the canse of which they are most
thoroughly anacquainted.  When and from what quarter the wind will blow ; when and why.fish
will be abuudant; why the schools are large at some times and small at others—are guestiong they
cannot answer. These are the facts which determine their suceess and upon which their observa-
iion is constuntly direeted, and unless the fisherizan has the balance of mind which enables a man
of strength to hold his judgment in suspense, he is likely to assign a cause which, if realized in
his imagination, is almost, certain to be a superstition. From these three causes, therefore—their
Jack of intelligence and cultere, their lack of contact with these, and their constant observation of
frregular facts—fishermen as a class are extremely likely to be superstitions.”

Without further disenssion ns to the causey of superstition, we will consider some of the most
common and widespread superstitions—such as may be found on any Bshing vessel, and such as
are always firmly believed in by many of the crew. We shall speak particalarly of the supersti-
tions prevalent amony the Gloucester fishermen, Among the fishermen of European birth, 50
many of whom may be found on the whaling aud other vessels on the coast of California, entirel}
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another class of superstitions doubtless prevail, similar to or identical with those current in the
countries whence they came.

The superstitions of the fishermen may be roughly classitied into three groups: (1) Causes and
indications of 1t luek; (2) saperstitions regarding the weatbier and ofther natural phenomena which
muy or may 1ot relate to canres; (3) superstitions usageg which have ao speeial bearing npou the
welfare of the fisherman.

CAUSES AND INDICATIONS OF ILL LUCK.—A Jonub is any person, thing, or aet which i< sup-
pesed to bring il Inck upon a voyage. It is characteristic of the fearlessuess of the Gloucester
tisherman and the energy with which he throws himself into liis occupation that these prejudices
ol ill leck are rarely applied to ihe fate of ihe vessel itselt,  Concerning {his the men have bat Hitle
anxiety, their whele interest being in the successful completion of the voyage, There ave muany
kinds of Jonahs.

Certain persons are often selected by the fishermen as Jonalis, being those men who have been
unlucky in their fishing voyages. The belief in lnek is very deep-seated. When o vessel 18 unlucky
ol one of its voyages some of the crew are pretty certain Lo leave and to ship on other vessels, In
the course of consiant changing from one vessel to another certain men chanee for a nuwber of
suecessive voyages to ship ou board of wnsnceersful vessels, The #4ill luck ™ of these men soou
hecomes kneown among their comrades, and they are brapded as Jonabis. A man may be extremely
suceessful for a number of years and later he may {ail on a few voyuges, and it is at ooce said of
liim that his luck has changed and that he lLas becomo a Jonal,  Men are sometimes discharged
trom vessels beeause of their reputation as Jonals, alibough e other fault can be found with then,
BSometimes when a vessel is untucky the erew resort to a strange ietbod of determining the vnineky
one.  They induce the cool: to put a nail or a piece of wood or coal in a loaf of bread, and the wan
who happens to get this is declared a Jonah. 11 bas been observed, however, tlut when the eook's
verdict has been pronounced against 1 man who bolds a good reputation as a fisherman and Ineky
man it has Itile effect,  “ Lmek” is everything, and no kind of divination will counteract its infln-
ence npon the reputation of its happy possessor. Sowetines the fisherman resorts to strange
expedients to free himself from the odor of #ill lack? which clings to him. For instanee, e will
carry his hed-sack ou deck and set it on fire, and fumigate himsell thoroughly, for the purpose of
exoreising the evil influence.

Vessels sometimes get the reputation of being Jonahs, These vessels have consideralie difh-
culty in getting crews until their lnck changes. They are sometimes withdrawn from the fish-
vrieg on this account. The schoouer Florence, which was sold frowm Gloncester to New London, and
afterwards made exceedingly sncoessful far-sealing trips in the Anfaretic Ocean, onee had n bad
reputation a8 a Jonah, which perhaps inflnenced her owners to take her vat ot the fisheries. The
same vessel subsequently transporied the Howgate expedition to Cunbertand Sound.

Certain articles of personal property or apparel are thought to be Jonahs, A mab earrying
a black valise or wearing white woolen stockings or blue mittens would find moch difiealty in
shipping on board of a Gloncgster vessel. A black valise is regarded with special disfavor, and
the almost nniversal use of white mittens and nippers is largely due te this common prejudice
regarding color. It is not uncommon for the more inflnential and skillful fishermen to carry with
them some of these suspicions artieles for the purpose of overcoming the prejudices of their asso-
viates, and tbe influence of sach weu is having good effeet.  There are other kinds of Jonahs wlich
are not so generally believed in.  Some fishermen, fur instance, thiuk that it i a Jonah {o make
toy boats or models ou board the vessel; ovhers, that a iddle or a chiecker-board is & Jonah; others,
even, that it is & Jonah to leave a bucket haif-fall of water on deck, or to svak mackerel in a bucket,
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saying that “so long as youn soak them in a bmcket you will never get enongh to soak in a barrel.”
Sowne think it is a Jonah, when a vessel is coming to anchor on the Banks and is “aticking out” her
cable, to have a splice stop in the hawse-pipe, and it is frequently remarked by snch that the vessel
will not be suceessful in that herth, and the resnlt will be that she witl bave to change her position.
It is also thought, by a very few however, that it is a Jonah to have a dory, in leaving the vessel,
turn round from right to left or in a direction contrary to that of the sun. Sowme skippers think it
ir a Jonab to keep the vesset’s deck clean when on the fishing grounds, and they will allow only
such eleaning a8 is absolutely necesgary. Others, on the eontrary, are very particular in the matter
of having their vessels kept clean.

The prevalent belief in “luck” has already been mentioned. Certain vessels aud men aequire
the enviable reputation of belng the luckiest in the fleet, and it is always thought a pieee of good
fortune to be able to ship on beard of such vessels or in eompuny with such men. Certain articles
also gain the reputation of bringing good luck. For instance, during the past two or three years,
since the United States Fish Commission has been sending out collecting tanks fall of alcohol on
some of the vessels, it has come to be regarded by many of the fishermen as a matter of good lnek
to have one oo board. One of the most snccessful GHoucester skippers went out on a voyage in
1880 without the tank which he had been accustomed to carry and was unsuccessful. Upon his
return be came to the headquarters of the Cowmmission and begged for a tank, saying that he would
not, on any account, go out again to the fishing grounds witheut collecting materials on board.
Such instances as these are mentioned simply to indicate how great importance is given to little
thivgs, and to show how the superstitious instinets of these men lead them rapidiy from one belief
to another, while the general skeptical tendeney of the age prevents any very strong and perma-
nent belief in any particalar form of saperstitution.

URLUCKY DAYS AND AcTs.—The belief that I'riday is an unlucky day still holds among
many of the fisheriwen, but the old idea is fast dying out. A gumarter of a century ago few
Gloucester fishermen would go to sea on & Friday, but at the present time little attention is paid
to this; and in this respect the fishing vessels are perhaps in advance of many vessels in the
merchant marine and in the Navy. This revolution in opinions has been brought about simply
through the influence of a few independent and determined men.

Certain acts are considered unlucky; for instance, to kill a *Moether Carey’s chicken” or
petrel. This superstition is also going out since many of the vessels during the past years have
been obliged to kill these birds for bait. It is regarded unlucky by & great many fishermen to
drive a nail on Sunday. To combat this idea certain skippers have been known to amuse thewm-
selves on that duy when at sea by driving wails. It is unlucky to leave g hateh bottom side up
upon the deck; such an act is sapposed io be the possible cauge of some futnre disaster to the
vessel.

Aecidents, too, are unlncky and are sometimes regarded as sufficient reasons for disaster. To
let a hateh fall down into the hold is cousidered especially unfortanate, while ta break a looking-
gluss is disastrous not only to the vessel but to the person, family, and friends of the man who is the
canse of the breakage.®

Fishermen are not a3 a rule given to forebodings of ill. They always go to sea with brave
fiearts, the idea that they may never return to port seldom being allowed consideration, no matter
how muny of their comrades have been lost within a few days.

* Fhe supersiition regarding the Hl offects whiclh way result from breaking a iooking-glass is very wide-spread ov
shore un well as amouy seamen. In variownw parts of the Tinited States—in the eities as well as in roral distriets—the
rernark in uften heard that the Lreaking of » gicss indicates * seven years hard inck.” It will be seen that this beliel
is not coufined to fishermen, Lut, like many otber superstitions with which they are credited, is doubtless porrowed

from people on shore.
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BI1JEFS BEGARDING NATURAL PHEKOMERA—Amoug fishermen we find the ordipary
belieks regarding the inflnence of changes of the moon npeon the weather. The fisherman, Jike
any other sailor, will often whistle for o wind or will stick his kuife into the aft side of the mast to
insure # fair wind. The fishermen obgerve caretully the divection of shooting-stars, thinking that
the wind will come from the direction toward which the stars shoot,  There is ¢ common belief in
Muine that the flood-tide brings in o wind, that the windg ig likely to die out with itz ebb, also that
it is more likely to rain vu the ¢bb than on the flood ; and this belief is more or less common all
along the New England eoast. 1o Maine the fisherien Lelieve that children are always born when
the tide is at the full and die when it is ebbing, and that only at this lutter stage of the Ude do
deatliz ocear.

When the sun ‘¢ sets up ifs backstays,” or “draws water” in the morning. it is 2 sign of foul
weather ; at night, of fair weatlier; ¢ sun-dogs,” or parhelia, indicate foul weather.

When the wind backs, or veers from right to left or against the sun, it is bolieved that it will
not continne steady. This beliet is so cominoen amobg seamen that an old distich tells s that

When the wind backens against the snu
Trust it 1of, for back it’f1 ran.

If the wind moderates with the seiting of the sun, it will rise again wlhen the sun rises,

The peculiar appearance in the water which the fishermen deseribe as #a erack in the water,”
seen in calm weather, is the sign of an easterly wind,

The fire of 8t. Eho, the “composants? (eorpo sanfe ?), as the fishermen call it, is regarded as
a natoral phenomenop, Tt is believed to rise higher upon the mast as the storm inereases, and at
the entmination of the storm to reach the highest point on n vessel’s spars or rigging.

Backing winds are genevally followed by nnscttled weather; Lauling winds are thought to
indicate settled weather,

The following are old saws of general prevalence:

Mackere] vky and mares' tails,
Make lofty shipe carey low sails.
Rainbow in the wmorning,
Bailory talie warning;
Rairbow at night,
Sallors’ delisit.
Tivening red, and morning gray,
Ts 2 awre sign ol a pleagant. day ;
But evening gruy amnd erning rad,
Will hring down rain upon sonr head.
It the xooring is marked by an eastorly glin,
The cvening wili bring ruin o wet your skin.
IT o the southwent you see a srnarry skyr,
Douse yont lzing kites, for o storm ix nigh.*

Some of these beliefs concerning the weather doubtless huve more or less foundation in faet,
and are based on a close observation of results growing vut of natnrul (,Llu'»es, thou{,lz the ¢ weather

"Ou the east coasf of the Um’m(l Brates amd British North Anyerican Prmmcoa stOTTNS gmmrd.ll\ follow more or
lews closely the direction of the Gulf Btream, whick, north of Cape Hatteras, closely appreximates To a northeast
course. Therefors, an eusterly or north. asterly storm ° beging to leeward,” as the fishermen say ; that is, it graduaily
moves Lo the northegstward, notwithstamiing the wind may be Llowing heavily from that d!rccf.wn As g result, the
fitat indication of & storm, partionlarly in winter, is gencrally noticed in the changes that appear in ibe sky te thoe
south and westward,  If the sky assmpens a hazy, greasy look—ealied smnmry " by the fishermen—with sniall patches
of Jeailen or juky clonds, o storm is buminent | here Ties the forpe of this distich.  The pame rnie applies io the first
distich in regard to the * easterty glin:” siuea, if the morning sky is specially elear in the east, se as to form n glin, it
is rencerally thick with an approacking storm in the opposite dircstion.—JF W. C.
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wise” observers may not always be able to explain the relation between the “signs” and the
changes which they predict.

SUPERSTITIOUS USAGES.—~3ome fishermen will not have their hair cut except when the moon
is increasing in size, fearing that otherwise their hair will fall out. This idea, which ig akio to the
common one found thronghout the rural districts of the Eastern and Middle States that animals
killed in the waning of the moon will shrink wben cooked, is by ne means peculiar to the fisher-
men,  The fishermen of former days, like other sea-faring men, were accustomed fo wear ear-rings
to inprove their eye-sight; but this custom is almost, if not entirely, extinet among the American-
born fishermen, Once in o while a veteran is stil! to be fonpd with the picturesgue olid ear-rings
in Lis ears. The Ieropean fishermen of California and the Southern States still adhere to this
praetice.  Some fishermen carry potatoes in their pockets as a preventive of rheumatism, and wear
nutmegs roend their necks to enre serofulous or other humors. These usages are also shared by hun-
dreds of thousunds of onr shore population, who carry in their pockets the “incky-bones” of fishes,
certain bones of animals, as well as horse-chestnuts and other vegetable products as prophylactics,
Many of the Woman Catholies smong the fishermen of conrse wear amulets as personal safeguards.
A fisherman wbo has wounded his finger with a fish-hook will immediately stick the hook into a
piece of pine wood, thinking that he thus may hasten the cure ot his wound. Warts are supposed to
be removed by counting them and pronocuncing over thew @ certain formula of words.  In dressing
codfish, some fishermen always save the largest fish to dress last. Et is a very common custom
to nail 2. horse-shoe on the end of the bowsprii for good lack. Among the French Canadians cm-
ployed on our fishing vessels there are a few who still retain their ancestral belief in spirits and
fairies; and the Scotel apd Scandinavisns and others have brought over with them the folk-lore
of their fatherland. They soon become ashamed of talking about such beliefs. Whatever their
private opinions may be, they seldom refer io them after having been associated for a few years
with their unpoetical aml skeptical shipmates.

A carious eustom is found ou many of the eod vessels, aspecially those of Cape Cod, conpected
with the proeess of dressing the fish. After a fish has been decapitated, its body is passed by the
header to the splitter. If the body still exhibits signs of life, the splitter will usually ask the
header to kill the fish, which he does by a blow upon the back of the skull. This act, performed
upon the severed head, is sapposed to have an immediate effect upon the body, which is in the
hands of another man. A Gloucester fishing captain of thirty years’ experience, who sits near us
while we write, remarks: “1t is a singular thing, but i is surely true, that when the head is treated
in this manner the body always straightens out.”

37. DIALECT.

PECULIARITIE® OF DIALECT.—Among the native-born fishermen of New England, partieu-
larly those of the rural distriets of Cape Cod and Maine, a very pure, forcible English dialeet is
spoken. 'The inhabitants of this region retain the peculiar modes of expression in use among their
English ancestors, who came to this country two hundred years or more ago. It is estimated thaf
80 per cent. of the inhabitavts of Cape Cod at the present day are lineal descendaunts of English
ancestors who settled the towns of that district between 1620 and 1750, and the percentage is
probadly equally as great, if not larger, on the coast of Maine. As is well known, very many of the
Linglish immigrants to these regions were men of education and good family. As a consequence
the English of the shore populations and of the fishermen belonging to those districts is puré
idiomatie, and strong. Many provincial words, or words which were in common use in England
two centuries ago and are now marked as obsolete in the dictionaries, are still in use among
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them. Tliere is now in preparation, in connection with the work of the Tuited States Fish Com-
mission, a dictionary of words and phrases in use awong the fishermen of the United States,
which, when publistied, will afford much matetial deserving of the attention of philologists. There
are many expressive words and phrases in wse minong the fishermen—the teclinicnl language of
their awdicraft applied o the operations of daily life—which are ™M} of meaning Lo those who
koow enough of fishing to understand them. Various names for tools and eperations connected with
their trade have been eoined by them which’are peculiar and bave never found place in diction-
avies.  Slang is, as might be expected, very popular, and the slang plirascs invented by the news-
paper paragrapher, the negro minstrel, and the actor in the variety theater are as current amaouy
them 29 i the streets of ony towns and villages, The ordinary profossional slanyg of seamen is
also prevalent amoug them, its vocabulary being greatly incrcased by slang nsed only by the
ishermen themselves.

Mr. Charles Nordhofl, in o enllection of short sfories published under the title ¢ Cape Cod and
All Along Shore,” has given exeellent illustrations of the Cape Cod dialect, particularly that of
Chatham, Harwich, and the neighboring towas, the frnthinluess o€ which is all the more apparent
when compared with the dialeet in Miss MeLeans < Cape Cod Folks.”  ©“Deter Gott, the Cape Aun
Fishei-man,” a story by Iir. Joseph Reynolds, is also a treasury of good old Cape Ann language,
The “Iisherman’s Own Book,” the “I'isherman’s Memorial and Record Book,” and * The Fisher-
man's Souy Boek,” three little volumes published by Procter Brothers of Gloucester, coutain many
verses in dialeet.

The following lines by Hiram Ricl, of Gloncester, represent a fairly satisfactory attempt-—per.
haps the most successful yet made—to record the dislect of the fishermen of the olden time:

"THE SKEIPPER-HERMIT,

For thirty year, come herrin’-time, A1 yet whon I have seen some things—
Throagh many kind o’ weather, Their mothers let me toss 'em—

The “ Wren” an’ me have come ai’ gone, My boat, she seemed a barnacle
An' held our own fogether. 'Longaide n bran-new blossom,

Do’ know as she is good as new,
D¢’ know as I am, nuther;

But she ig truer’n kit’ an’ kin,
Or any but a mother.

Sometimes to Ine the Lireeze off-shore
Comes out npon the water,

Ag if it left the grave of her—
Xo wife to me nor daughter.

They're at me now to stay ashore, Lor! if I knowed where green or no
But white we’ve hand an’ tiller, ~ The turf is sweet ahove her,

She’ll stick to me an’ I to her,— I’d buy a bit o’ ground there,—wide
To leave the # Wren” would kill her, As a gull’s wings would cover.

My feet have worn the deck; ye seo We know the tricks o’ wind an® tide
How watches leave their traces, That mean an’ make disaster,

AL’ write on oak ar’ pine as plain An’ balk em, t00—the  Wren” an’ me—
As winters on our faces! Off on the OF Mar’s Pastur’.

But arter all is said an’ done, Day ont a1’ in the blackfish there
There’s somethin’ sort 0” human Go wabblin’ out an’ nnder,

About a boat that takes at Iast An' nights we wateh the coasters creep
The place o’ child and woman; From light to light in youder,

S8R0 IVe——-f.
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Ap' then ag’in we lay an’ lay My pipe—ch! pison? mighty s-1-0-w;
Off Wonson’s Cove or Oakses— . It malkes my dreamin’ clearer,
Xone go by our compass-light, ' Thouglh what I 6l it with now-days
Nor we by other folkses. Is growiu’ dearcr o’ dearer,
Aghore, the ball-room winders sline I tukes my comfort when it comes,
Till weary feet arc warnin’, I Then no leelurch can spill it,
But here an’ there's a sick-room light A if my aet is empty, Lor'!
That winks away ¢l mornin’, Why, how ean growlin’ fill it?
Arn’ Bundays we go nigher in, A1’ 50 we jog tlie hours away,
To hear the bells a-ringin’,— The gulls they coo ai' tattle,
I aint no hand for sermons, you, Till on the hill the sundown red
But singin’s allers stugin’, Starts up the drowsin’ cattle.
The weathercocks—no two agree— ‘ The seiners row their jiggers by
Like men they arg’ an’ differ, 1 pull the slide hulf over,
‘While in the euddy-way I set Ap’ shet the shore out, an’ the smell
A’ take my pipe, an’ whiff her, i Of ses-weed sweeter'n clover.

The following sketch, quoted from a Boston newgpaper, contains g fair example of the fisher-
man’s dialect: *

“4Wall, you, 1 see anuvther fisherman has gone down, said a rogged, weatlier-beaten veteran
of the gea to a reporter who, as was his wont, had invaded the quarters of the old salt near Com-
mercial wharf. The gpeaker sat on an npturned keg, and had just finished reading the aceount of
the loss of the Maud 3., which bad gove down near Half- Way Hock, off Portland Harbor, nob long
before.

“iIps cur'ons. Bomotimes p vessel ’ll go down’s easy’® nothin’, 'n’ then agin she'll live whar
you wouldn’t say th’ wus a ghost of a show. XNow, thar was the Ratiler, pitchpoled over the
shoals off Cape Ann at midnight, some thirteen years ago, in a gule of wind, 'n’ come right side up
'’ got into port safe with every man on beard, and the old man pansed and patiently waited for
the usual—

¢ How was that, cap’n?’

“With a preparatory ‘wall, while a satisfied look overspread his face, the captain continued:

“¢One of the wust shoals on the New Engluw’ coast is "bout twenty-two league off Cape Ann,
called Cashe’s Shoals; yet fur all $hat th'r ain’t much said 'bont *em, which I never could explain,
fur more vessels uv gone down thar than on any shoal of the same size along the coast.

st How large are the shoals 1’ .

“Wall, sailin’ either side a quarter v a wile an’ you're in sixty or seventy fathom, bub right
on the shoals, which is only a few rod across, the water ain’t much over tweuty feet deep. Why,
it’s so shaller I've seen kelp growin' up on top o the wuter, an’ when thar’s a blow an’ the big
seay eome rollin’ in thar’s T've seen ‘em-.-a hundred feet choppin’ down on the bottom-—-TI tell you
it’s cruel. No sbip could live thar in a storm, an’ only smaller vesscls can go over in calm weather.
Wall, the Rattler, ar I was a speakin’ of, wns comin’ “long down the coast from Newf't’land
loaded with frozen herrin’. The night wus a black one, ’n the cap'n was off his reck’nin’. Least-

Newiouadisad, in Jauuary, 1867, was overtsken by & furicas gale in the vicinity of Cashe’s Ledge. EShe was siruck
by a heavy sea, thrown on her besm ends or rolled over, and finally righted with the loss of botk maats, &he arpived
in Glounceater a few days later.
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ways, fust thing auy ope knowed, a big sea lifted the vessel an’ pitched her forrard.  She struclk her
nose on the bottom, an’ just then another big ove struck her fuir in the stern, an’ lifted it ¢lean over
the bow; her masts struck an’ snapped off, an’ she went over the shoals ar’ floated in deep water
ov the other side, fuir an’ square on her kecl. with both masts breke ofl to tithin fifteen fect o
the deck. )

#¢Where were the ¢rewd’

¢ Oh, they were down below.  They said it was all over afore they kpew what was up; they
dide’t gense it at oll at first.  They said, a1l it war they wus gettin’ thar *n then,! illnstrating by a
motion of the hand toward the ceiling and buek to the floor; “tliey struck the deck o then came
down agin all in a heap on the floor. They got up on the deck, kind o dazed like, an’ thar she
wus, a complete wreck.’

“iHow about the man at the helm¥?

“¢0h, he was lashed. Dint he said arterwerds, when bhe fels the old eraft spiunin’ over, he
thought it was all over with him. Ile Leld on ter the wheel fur degr life an’ never lost is grip ;
bat 1 fell you that’s a tremendous strain on & man’  And the old cupliain elenched his large mns-
cular hands as if he thought hie, too, for & time;, was being subjected to the same strain.  + He was
pretty nigh gone; but they nnlashed hun, took him down below, aud &id for Iim atl they eould.
Arter they got into port, he was laid up fur & long time, but fipally come round all right.

‘< How did they mansge to got into port with their vessel a wreek §7

“{They had a fair wind, the carrent was in their favor, an’ they finally fell in with a vessel
that towed ’em in all right. That was the narrest 'seape 1 ever beerd of fur a vessel”?

“ tTheir good angels were watching over the crew that night, sure. Il auy one but you, cap-
tain, had told me that story I must say I should have doabted it?

“OWall, you needn's doubt it, for iCs gospel truth, ar’ the man who owned the vessel was
Andrew Leighten, of Gle’ster, an’ the eap’n who sailed her was named Doearse”  And the veterau
fish-dealer brought down his clinched hand upon an ice-chest that stood within reach with an
emphasis that settled all debate more cffeetually than the most svceessfl gaglaw ever pat in
practice by the most astute politician.”

DIALECT OF MARBLEHREAD FISHERMLEN.—The first settlers of Marblehead came from the south
of England, and manhy of them from the Guernsey aud other channel islands, and the peenliarities
of the dialects of their ancestors are still observable in this old town, Roads, in his History of
Marblehead, says:

“ 8o broad and guick was their pronuuciation, and so strange were the idioms characterizing
their speech, that a native of the town was known wherever he went, Nor was this peculiarity
eonfined to any ¢lass or condition of men residing in the town., Al shared it alike, of whatever
1ank or condition in life, The words were elipped off very shortly, and in sowme sections there was
@ slight difference ir tha dialect noticeable. The «Cuny Lawe? people always dropped the ¢ in
Speakiug, and their vernacular was much like that of a cockney Englishman, in addition to that
which betrayed them ¢to the manner born.’

“ Handly a family in the olden time cseaped with a correct prommaciztion of its name. The
tame of Crowninshield became ¢ Grounsel;’ Orne was transformed to *Home; Trefry was variously
prouounced ‘Duvy,’ ¢Tevy, ¢ Trevye, and ¢ Trefroy s’ Quiner became ‘Coonier;’ Florenee was chipped
to ‘ Flurry,’ and Thrasher was abbreviated to ‘Trash/

“ 80 accostomed were many of the inhabitants to the cognomen by which they were known that
in some instances they did not recognize their own names when called by them. An instance of
this kind is related in the ¢Lifo and Letters of Judge Story,” who was & native of the town. Once
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while he was frying a case in the cireait court, in Boston, the clerk called out tlhe name of one of
the jury as Michael Treffrey (it being go spelt). No apswer was given,  Again he was called, and
gtill there wus silente. (1t is very strange,’ said the clerl, ‘I saw that man lere not two minutes
aro) ¢ Where does he come from? asked the jndge. *Marblehead, may it please your honor)
said the clerk,  ¢If that’s the case,’ sadd the jndge, et me see the list? The clerk banded i$ up to
Lim. He lgoked at the same a minute 2, kanding back the lst, said, <(all Mike Trovyé? {throw-
ing the aceent on the last syllable), ‘Mike Trevyé, called the elerk. ‘Here,) answered a graff
voica, ¢ Wly did yon not answer before ¥ asked the clerk,  ‘Treflrey is no way to pronouusce my
uame,” said the juryman; ‘my name is Mike Trevyé, as the judge knows)?

s Another aneedote Lo the same parpose is related in the work: On one oceasion, when some
of our fishermen were in court to settle u mutiny which kad taken place on the Grand Banks (of
Fewfonndland), one, on heing called to slate what be knew, said that the skipper and one of his
shipmates Iuud what he called a $jor of e The presiding judge in vain endeavored to get a more
intelligible answer, and finally Judge Story was called upon, as nsual, 1o act as interpreter to Lis
townsman, which he did, telling the court that a ¢jor of ile’ in the Marblebead dialeet was ‘a juw,
awhile,” which, being interpreted, meant that the two men abused each ofher grossly for some time.

“Though the dialect onee so general among the people is now almost extinet, there are many
words used occasionally to know the meaning of which wonld puzzle a strapger.  Often when any
of the natives feel celd or chiily they will say they are ‘crimmy. 1f they lose their way in the
dark aud become confused or bewildered, they will say that they were ¢pixilated.” In speaking
of the ceiling of a room many of the older people still call it ¢ planchment) When a ludy on
examining a piece of sewing {inds that it is carelessly or improperly done, it is not unusual for her to
call the work a ‘frouch” When food has been improperly cooked it is spoken ef as ‘cantech) When
very angry for any' reason it is & common occurrence to hear some one exelaim, ¢ Squeal Yim np!”
«Sgueal something at bim!? or ¢ He ought to be sguealed np!’ which heing interpreted means,
¢ Throw sometling at bim!? ¢ He ought to be stoned!” ¢ Stone him!? A erumb or a small piece of
anything is called a ¢ grummet, and a sulky or ill-natured person is said to be fgrouty””

FISHERMEN OF GRAND MANAN.—A writer in the Gloncester Telegraph of July 18, 1870, says:

¢ The fishermen of Grand Manan have a patois of their own. Wheun one of them speaks of
his ‘brush’ you do not at first suspect that he refers to his bair, His boots are ¢ stompers,’
while his knife is a ‘throater, and his apron a ‘barvil? His hook i3 a *dragon,’ and his boats
¢pinkies,? ‘pogies, and ‘jiggers! He counts time by the tide, and covenuants with the parson to
marry him to Suke about ¢slack water? The varions preparations of flour and meal are known
as ¢fish-smother, ¢dnffy and ¢joe-floggers’; hard bread and apples are ‘gruat’) He applies
‘ghe’ to everything, from his wife to a eart-wheel or elock.”

88. LITERARY TASTES.

Through the great abundance of cheap publications, at the present day, the fishermen are
enabled to provide themselves with literary entertainment at small cost, The lability of having
valnable books impaired or destroyed is often o reason for not earrying them on shipboard. We
quote the statement of Mr., A. Howard Clark concerning the general characterof the literatore
a0ld to fishermen by the newsdealers of Gloucester. He writes:

“1 have called upon the newsdealers to ascertain the character and quantity of reading mat-
ter gold to the fishermen. The resnlt as to character is a little better than I expected. They do
not read magazines, such as Harper's Monthly, Seribner’s, or the Atlantic. The great favorites
with them used to be trashy dime xo vels, but the large variety of story papers now published
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has largely taken their place, sithough some are still sold. The foliowing are the weckly papers
taken by Gloncester newsdealers und read mostly by the fishermen: New York Weekly, 100 copies
per week; Saturday Night, 90 copies per week; Fireside Companion, 90 copics per week; New
York Ledger, 70 copies per week; Police News, i5 copies per week; IT'amily Story Paper, 30 copics
per week; Yankee Blade, 25 copies per week 3 Harper’s Weekly, 20 copies per week; Frank Les-
lie's Tilustrated, 20 copies per week.,  About 350 copies of the Cape Ann Advertiser are sold to the
fishermen; some daily papers, when the flect is in port, for home reading; and about 1,000 copies
yearly of dime novels and cheap library storics, such as make up Seaside Library”

It is by no means unusuad to find on board fishing vessels some of (he elojeest books iu the
Lnglish language—hisiory, poetry, and biograpliy,

Dickens' works are very popular among many of the fishermen; Shakespeare, Byron, Cowper,
and Abbott’s « Life of Napoleon? are song the works which we oursclves bave seen on vessels.

Philanthropists might secure a very great ivfinence over the tishermen of Gloucester and other
ports by systematically supplying the vessels with a smajl library of well-selected books, or, botier
still, by establishing for the use of the fiskermen a well-planned circnlating library. Tle fishermen
are men of active miuds, and many of them Lave refined and studious tastes, Such a library
should be in the charge of seme person who could Lelp the fishermen in selecting their books, and
who would take pains to stimnlate their interest iu literary suhjects.

In Gloucester alone are over four thousand men, balf of whom, at least, would doubtless
rejoice greatly over the posscssion of some such fagilities for mental improvement,

39. MORALS AND RELIGION.

The question of morals and religion is extremely diffienlt to discuss. The fishermen are,
doubtless, ou st average, far snperior in moral character to other classes of seu-faring men. In
large ports, like Gloncester, whither flock the discontented, the disgraced, and the ne’er-do-wells,
a8 welt as the most enterprising and ambitions of the young men from the whole coast, there is, of
eourse, less attention paid to the question of morals than in rural commnuitips, and the general
moral tone of the fishiug elasses is below the average for the whole coast. There are, however, in
Gloucester hundreds of men of upright eharacter and vnimpeachable veracily, and hundreds more
whose character for honesty and truth is unquestioved, bot whose views upon other moral ques-
tions iight be subjeet to eriticism. There are very few indeed of the men in the Gloucester
fleet who may properly be called religions. The very fact that they are at sea during all months
of the year, and nnable to give attention.to any subjeets except those directly counected with their
oceupation, acummis' for the fack that fewer of them are identified with religions organizations than
inthe smaller towns, where the fisherinen are on shore for at least half the year, and are sur-
rounded by influences whiclr would lead them to such association. =

OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH.—The observance of the Sebbath is practically obsolete
anmong tle fishermen of Gloutester, when on the fishing grownds; though when they are making a
Dassige to and fromn port it is not customary to perform any work except that which is necessary
{or the managemeht of the vessel, There are, however, a few Gloucester fishermen who observe
the Babbath, a practice whicl'is almost universal among the fishermen of Cape Cod and the smaller
ports of Massachusetts, and some of those of Maine. It is believed that the captains of vessels
from certain portious of Cape Cod would lose their commands, or would at least suffer much damage
to their reputation as respectable eitizens, if they were known to fish ou Sunday. When the vessels
are in port, Sunday is very generally observed everywhere along the coast of New England. The
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families of our fishermen are almost always identified witle some religions sect, and the churches
of fishing ports are ar well supported as those in any other section of the country.* Iu the whaling
ficet where, as a rule, morality among the men is at low ebb, Sunday is rarely observed. Itisa
matter of history, however, that during the present century the masters of several whalers gailing
from the eastern end of Long Island, alllough they came in ‘with fall cargoes of oil, lost their
commands because they would not go in pursuit of whales on Sunday.

Ab two suecessive annnal weetings, those of 1380 and 1881, the United States Menhaden Qil
and Gnano Associations nnavimously passed a rexolution to the effect that the steamers and other
vessels belonging to members of 1bis association should pot be allowed to fish op Sunday,

Shore fishing is alwost entirely snspended on Sunday in New England, and it s believed
that the same practice is prevalent throughout the whole length of the Atlantic eoast, extending
even to the sbad fishermen of the rivers. In fuct, many of the laws whieh have been framed for
the protection of shad in onr rivers, provide a close time every week, from sunset Saturday
night to sunrise Monday worning, taking advantage of the well-knewn practice of refraining from
fishing on the Sabbath day.

The shad fishermen of the Saint John's River, Florida, fish on Bundays, though there is a
general sentiment against this practice ameng the fiskermen who are forced into it by the example
of one or two of the most powerful capitulists.

PROFANE LANGUAGE.—The use of profane langnage is extremely prevalent among fishermen,
and there are but very few vessels from any part of the coast on whicl caths are not constantly
heard ; particelarly is this so on Gloncester vessels, A few of the masters are oppored to the
practice and endeavor to restrain it, but ordinarily no effort is made in this direction. Almost as
common is the use of vulgar and indecent words. The atmesphere of the fishing vessels is full of
coarse language, and the ears of young fishermen become so habituated to it that, not being

*0Orne said tn him, “Well, Jud, how many fish have they caanght to-day at Start” Jud looked askance, gnd
angwered like one who did not wislh t¢ he trifled with, ¢ We don’t go z-fishing Sondays.”"—Thaxter’s ¥slea of Shoals,
1873, p. 102, . :

“While Mr. Brock resided at the Shoals ha persnaded the people te euntor inte an agreement that, besides the
Lord’s day, they wonld spend one day in every month together in the worship of God. On a cerlain day, which, by
their agreenient, was to he devoted to the exervises of Teligion, the fishermen came to Mr. Broek and requeated that
they might pat by their meeting that day and go a-fishing, because they had lost many days by the fonlness of the
weather. He pointed ont to them the impropriety of their reqnest, and endeavored to convinee them that it would
be far better for them to atay at home and worship God, aceording to their agreement, than to go a-fishing, Not-
withstanding bis remenstrancs, however, five only consental to stay ot home, snd thirty determined to go. Upon
this, Mr. Brock addressed them thus: ‘As for you, who are delerminod to neglect your duiy to (God and go a-fishing,
I pay unty you, catch figh if yon can. DBuat as for you, who will tarr§ and worship the Lord Jesns Christ, I will pray
unnto Him for you that you may oafek fich till gou are weary.) Aoccordingly, the thirty who went from the meeting,
with all their wkill, eanght throngh the whele day but fonr fishes, while the five who tarried and attended divine
servica, afterwards went ont and caught five hondrad. )

“To a poor mam who had st his Loat in a storm Mr, Brock sail, ‘Go howe, honest man; I will mention the
matter to the Lord; yeu will have your boat again to-morrew.” Mr. B., now consideripg of what consegnence this
matter, that seemed ao fmall otherwiso, might be among he untractable fishermen, made the bbat an article of his
prayers, and behold, on the morrow the poor man came to him rejoicing that his boat was foand, the anchor of
another vessel that was nndesignedly eant npon it having atrangely brought it ap from the anknown bettom, where
it had been sunlk, :

#During the ministry of tlhe Rev, Mr. Moody at the Shoals oue of the fishing shallops, with #l1 hands on hoard,
was lost in a northeast storm in Ipswich Bay. Mr. Moody, anxious to improve this melancholy event for the awak-
ening of those of his hearers whe were exposed to the like disaster, addressed them in the following langmage,
adapted to their cecenpation and understanding: 'Supposing, my brethren, any of yon should be taken short in the
bay in & northeaat storm, your hearts trembling with fear, and nothing but desih before you, whither wonld yoar
thonghta tnuru? What would you dof? *What woald I do,’ replied one of these hardy sons of Neptune, ‘Why, 1
should immediately hoist the foresail und send away for *Sqnam.’?—Coli. Mass. Hist. Boc., vol. vii, 16t series, PP

247-252.
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accastomed to more refined diseourse, they think nothing whatever of it and see no impropriety
in its use.

TRUTHFULNESS: s0C1AL VIEES.—Concerning other virtnes, such as trathfulpess, honesty,
and general reliablity, fishermen do not appear £o have any speeial pecaliavities, but it is believed
that they will eompare favorably with other men of similar grades in society.

Social viees ure muel less common aoug fiskermen than among other sea-faring men, except
in the largest ports; the morality of the commnnities to which fishermen belong is xnim-
peachable, or, at least, will compare fuvorably with those of any other section of the eountry,
while in the larger towns the soeial evil is by no means so prominent as in the wanufacturing
towns., There are, of course, depraved men among the fishermen whose vicions instinets are
inereased by the irregular character of their occupation, but a large majority of the fishermen,
even of (Gloucester, are pure in their morals.

The laxity of morals, which is often attribauted to certain classes of our fishermen and to the
provincial ports which they visit, in connection with their eruises upon the off.shore banks, is
belicved {o bo very much exugrerated. Qutside of the larger ports, as has been stated, there is
bat little in the practice of the men vpou the fishing vessels which can be eriticised by ihose who
are familiar with their habits.

IXTOXICATING DRINKS.—In most of the fishing towns along the coast spirits eannot be obtained
upon any pretext whatever, except in the large cities which incidentally engage in fishing. There
is no fishing port except Gloneester in which fishermen, or indeed any strangers, wonld not find
extreme difficilty in obtaining intoxicating liguor, ITo Gloucester strenuons efforts have been made
to overtbrow the liquor traflic, hoth by prohibition laws and license laws, and it eannot be said that
liquor is there freely sold, althougl those who are familiar with the town kave dut little difficalty
in obtaining it. Druokenness it not a vice to whieh fishermen are addieted.

In the chapter upon *Life on shipboard,” allusion is made to the custom, once universally
prevalent, of carrying a spply of rum on Massachusetts vessels, and it was no less common for
the shore fishermen to carry their jugs with them when they weni out in their boats upon the
fishing grounds. This enstom bas heceme vbsolote to such an extent that the shipping articles
of every fishing vessel require that “po ardent spirits sball be carried on board,” and many
Gloucester shippers are so oppesed to intemperanee that they promptly discharge men who are
known to have been gailiy of drunkenness. The medicine-clrest is not supplied with liguor, even
though the use of so important a restorative would perhaps frequently to be attended with good
resnlfs, Tt seemws as if pudblic sentiment were semewhat too radieal when it forbids to the fishing
vessels the privilege of carrying 2 small snpply of spirits for use in cases of exhanstion. Many
experienced men, however, agree that sach benefits are more than counterbalanced by the evils
that swonld result from the practice of carrying even the smallest quantity of intoxieating spirits
ot board of onr fishing vessels where discipline i8 so entirely absent as it is at the present time.

Much tronble is caused by the free sale of liguor in the ports of New{oundland, where our cod
fishermen frequently make harbor, and nntil within a few years the same difficulty has been met
with in the ports of Nova Secotia and Cape Breton. At the present time prohibitory laws are there
enforced with great strictness, and powlere save in Halifax and some of the other large ports can
liquor now be bought. In ports where liquor is sold, vessels are often detained on account of men
wha get drunk and refuse to go on beard, or become involved in brawls. _

The “ temperance reform” in Gloucester in 1876 seems to have had a wide-spread influence
among the fishermen—an influence which is felt to the present day, The local papers for some
months were full of the subject. In the Cape Ann Advertiser of February 26, 1876, is printed a
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list of twenty-two vessels from Gloucester wanned cotirely by temperance men. On the 3d of
March a grand reception was given by the “Reyvnolds Temperance Reform Club,” of Gloucester,
and in the street procession four hundred George’s fishiermen warched.

T oystermen of the Chesapeake ave, ws has already been remearked, lawless and quarrelsome,
and the same characteristies are met with among the other fishermen of the same region, many of
whom are engared in the oyster lisheries part of the year, in the shad fishery n the &pring, and
the menhaden fishery in sonnmer.  Condlicts cecasionally oceur between fisherwmen from different
geetions.  The war belween the Marylaud and Delaware fishermen i 1876 was a serious affair,

resulting in injuries to severul men.

40. THE FISHERMEN'S LIFE ASHORE.

Hoyg nivi.—The home life ol the fishermen has already been partly deseribed under the head
of eduneation. In Gloucester, perbaps from twenty-five to thiriy per ceot. of the fishermen are
marricid and have hotes of their own, while in other fishing ports the pereentage of married men
is stili greater, and very rew indeed ameng the fishermen are homeless.  Oun Cape Cod and in the
smaller fishing porte of Aassachusetts and Connecticut, as well as on the const of Maine, the fish-
ermen, a8 & rule, own their own houses, marry yonong, and are surromuded by large funilies of
chililren,  As lus been ulready said, their wives and davgliters are nsually well eduocated and refined
in their tustex,  Ioven on remote islands on the coast of Maine many of the fishermen’s houses are
comfortably and tastefnlly fmroisbed. The wills are hung with engravings, and books and musieal
instrmments are o be fonnd. 11 i vot at all nncommon to find a piano in the honse of @ fisherman.
The earnings of the suceessful fisherman are almost always applied to the building ap of a
pleasant howne for his fumily, and to the edoeation of his ehildren, for whom he almost always hns
the ambition that they shall be fitted to follow some other ocoupation than the one to whiclh his
own life has been devoted, This is trne in the outlying ports as well ag in the larger towns. Tt
is amusing awd seems incongruous, after making the acquaintance of a roagh-looking old fisher-
man, sun-browned aml weniher-beaten, who looks as if he rarely put foot upon the shore, to be
invited to his house, and to find him perfectly at home amony the well dressed and gentle women
of his family, smrronnded by luxaries and eonveniences which, three centuries ago, would hardiy
have been found in the palace of & King.

The old nge of the lisherman is usually spent pleasantly in the home which his indastry has
established, his daily amnsement being to visit the wharves and talk over the experiences of the
past and disenss the doings of his suceessors, ’

Muany of the sew-port towns of New Bogland are made up, in large part, of the houses which
have been reared by fishermen of the past or present generation.

Mr. Henry L. Osborie malkes the following observations on the routine Iife of the Gloucester
fishermoen when on shore:

HIUNLOADING TIE VEsSSEL—After the fisherman returts from o voyuge he is not at once free,
but menst work for o fow days in noleading the vessels eargo.  ITis first few Lours ashore are very
likely to be spent b1 eraising ubout to learn 1he newd, and it is not improbable that he may take
a few drinks with sy old eomrale whom e meets, while the two ‘talk things over’ and com-
pare notes.  He must, however, settle down to work not long after his return, becanse the owner
is spxions 1o bave the cargo brought to light, to have his vessel empty, and thus to be ready for
any uew and promising venture. Tlhe work of unloading usually takes two or three days, or evelr
more in case of large vessels,  Wkhen ready to begin operations, all hands, armed with pews, invade
the bold, the deck, and the wharfy and prtch cut the fish from the kenches in the vesgels hold.
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From below the fish are thrown on deck; they are then throwu to the wharf, placed on seales, and
weighed. 16 is the duty of all hands, except, 1 believe, the ¢cook and the skipper, to Lelp in this
work. If the cook be a worthy one, he improves the oceasion to clear out the forecastle lockers,
to wash up the pans, kettles, and other utensils, knives and forks, spoons and crockery, ang, in
short, to leave things after him in a deeent state. 1 the vessel has ended ber vear’s work and is
ready to lay up for the winter, he will pack np the dishes and other kitehen formitnre, elean up the
galley stove and treat i liberally with oil to keep away rust, and will remove to the storehbouse of
the firm all of the ship’s stores that have ot beeu consumed. The skipper’s duty is to direct the
unloading of the fish, a labor in which he may possibly bear o band, though 1 believe he is uot
obliged to. The work proceeds, eslivened by steries and small talk and occusional potations of
heer and other liquors, until all the fish ave out of the vessel. A1 hands are then {rec to do as
they please, and, after drawing their pay, may ship for another trip, or may depart, never to be
secn again.

“1n gome CRSES 1 MAD may hot eare to nnload a cargo, or at least to do his share iz che unload-
tng. In such a case he is allowed to hire some one {o do this portion of the work., A man may be
sick when the vessel gets in, or baving so wuel money coming to him, may feel too lazy to work;
or he may find a chance to sbip, and, not caring to lose it, engage a substitute to do kis work.
Hence the practice of hiring substitates to work in the unloadiug is not unosusl.

“PDRAWING PAY.—When the work of unloading has Deen tinished the trip is considered at an
end. The market valueof the fishiisthen determined, and the proper share of each man isascertained.
The share of each man is at his dispesal in the form of a cheek payable to bearer.  Apy woney
he may want to nse before drawing his share is advaneed by the firm, and subseguently dedected,

“ TOE BOARDING HOTUSE.—On reaching land after a trip the isherman’s first move, if vumarried
or without & home at Gleoucester, is toward liis boarding-house.  Here lhis arrival is unannoonced,
yetb its suddenness ereates Lal litfle surprise, becanse sneh things are every-day matters. His
ambitions for the time center themselves in puiting oh sowe clean clothes and then in getting
a thorough renovation at ihe hands of & barber.

‘ These boarding-houses are sailor’s institations.  They ure similar to the sailor boarding-houses
which exist in every seaport town, yet in morality they are higher thau these, uor are their owners
such ingorrigible raseals. Tle price of board varies from &3 to 6 per weck, and at the latter price
very good fare is farnished. The bhoarding-houses vary greatly in ibeir reputation, Some are
pleasant, home-like places of good character; others are dingy and tumble-dewn houses, and in
many cases of a not altogether enviable repatation.

“ By the more careful, the board Il is paid at freqnent intervalg, before it ean hecome large.
In other instances it is allowed to run antil it has grown to an importaut amonunr.  1u snel cuses
the fisherman often loses all track of its amonnt and he is then placed at {be merey of his boarding-
master. If the boarding-master be dishonest, he may liberally increase thie amount of the Bill in
defiance of detection, for the cheated nan has no means of defending himself.  In this way the fish
erman is very often imposed upon, sometimes knowing nothing of i:'-,‘ and at ofthers knowing it, bat
tnable to protect himself.

S TRUYTEEING.—In order to protect the hourding masters, lest the fishetman depart withont
paying his bill, a practice exists iu Gloncester kuown as trusteeing, It is, ju effect, attaching for
the debt the proceeds of the fisherman’s trip. A practieo similar to this, ealled ¢ factorizing,” by
which the factory hands are forced to pay their bills, exists in factory towns. The necessity is
quite evident for such a law in Gloucester to proteet honest boarding-house keepers against dis-
honest guests, It would seem that a law to protect the fishermen might alse be » wholesomo
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thing. I am infortned that the boarding-house keeper cannot trustee for small amounts, it being
regarded as unjust that the fsherman should pay the lawyers’ fees, unless the suit he an im-
portant one.

“AMUSEMENTS.—During his stay on shore, after the vessel hag been unloaded, the fisherman’s
life is an aimless hunt after excitesrent and new forms of amusement. A few days are encugh to
tire him ntterly of laud and shore doings and be is looking again for a new chance. During
these leisure days his day-time when not at weals is spent in visiting the wharves, saillofts,
varions stores of the firm owners, and similar places. There he meets others of his vocation
and with them talks of the decds of the past or the prospects for the future. With them he may
go to some not far distant bar-room where they can compare notes over their beer. At these times
a cireus or any similar excitement is gladly welcomed.

“ BLEKING A NEW BERTH.—In his pursnit of pleasure ashore the fisherman always seems
somewhat il at case and anxious to get back to his work. Almost as soon as he is free from one
trip he beging to Jook about for another. 1If his vessel is going out again ag soon as she unloads,
e may stay by ber,

“MAKING READY FOR A NEW TRIP.—Having shipped for his new trip the fisherman’s life
again presents to him a definite olyject.  The vessel must be put in order for her voyage: the sails,
when they are not strong enough, must all be renewed ; old ropes, too weak for a blow, must be
replaced Ly others; new gear must be provided for nse in case of emergency; complete outfits of
Lrooks, gangings, and other elements of trawl strzetore must also be Taid in; as well as all sorts
of odds anrd euds that may be needed during a long abscence.

¢ There is salt to be procured and stowed in the varions compartments of the vessel's hold, and
the water barrels must be filled. The cook, meanwhile, must busy himself about the various stores
needed for the ¢rew during the entire time of absence. He must draw from the store of the firm
flvar, tea, sugar, molasses, pork, lard, fish, cheese, candles, salt, and kerosens, and a thousand
articles, convey them on board, aud stow them away all safely belosw.

“Eacih man has stowed in his bupk his bed-sack and otber belongings, and all hands on
deck present to Gloucester Harbor the familiar sight of stout forms hoisting the huge mainsail,
heaving up with a monotonous click, elick, at the windlass. Now her bow falls off from the wind,
the mainsail draws, the other sails are quickly set, and she soon leaves Gloucester far behind.”

41. LIFE ON BOARD THE VESSELS.

The life of the fishernien on board their vessels is so well discussed by Mr. Henry L. Osborne
that little more need be said concerning it. By reading his descriptions, one may form a very vivid
and accorate mental pictare of the life of the fishermen. Mr. Osborne’s notes were collected daring
a trip to the Graud Bank in the cod-fishing schooner Vietor, of (Jlou(*ester, in the summer of 1879,
in behalf of the United States Fish Commission.

Mr. Osborne discusses the subject under three heads: {@) Routine of daily life on the Bauks,
(b} Pastimes on board ship; (¢) Routine of life at baiting stations,

“ROUTINE OF DAILY LIFE ON THE BANKS.

“MzrALs.—As soon as the first indications of daylight were noticeable in the east, the cook
would emerge fromn his berth, rake up his fire, which he never permitted to go out, and proceed
to prepare for breakfast. At 4 o'clock, or not far from that hour, he annonnced the meal by 8
blast with his whistle, a samwons which was usnally obeyed with somewhat of tardiness.

“Dinner was usually ready at 11 o'clock, though mever much earlier. Sometimes it inter-
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rupted the work of cleaning the fish. In this case the men washed the gurry oft their dother and
hands and soughi the table. As a rule, the dinner was announced after one gang of cleaners, at
least, were done; these would then wash up and go below. In this case, some from each table
would sit down together, those properly belonging to the second gang occupying the place of
the abgentees of the first division.

t“The supper was usually served about balf pust 3 or 4 o'clock, coming directly after the
trawls had been baited up for the night-set, The mew, if they wore the oil-skin suits in ‘bait-
ing up,’ did not take them off befure sitting down to the table.

%In addition to three regnlar meals, two very definite informal meals were provided, besides
slight lunches at all times, It was a fixed habit with the men to proceed below to ‘mug up’ the
instant they eame aboard from a haul or set. At evening, when he came op board from setling
the trawl, the fisherman juvariably went at ouce te the dish-locker and took from it one of the
brown earthen mugs. This he filled from the tea-pot, which the cook had left partially full of
tea from supper. Then turning to ihe provision-locker, he extracted thence bread, pie, eake, or
went, aceording to his faney and the state of the larder. From these Le made a very enjoyable
meal, talking meanwhile with those who were going throngh the same operations in their torn.
This ‘mugging up’ was also regularly practiced in the morning after the return from a haul.

«Qpe might expect that the food of the fishermen, especially when fisbing, wounld consist quite
largely of fish. I had expected that it wonld be so, butl feund vothing of the sort. Only once a
week did the cook furnisb fish, and that was on Friday, which was quite natural, sinee¢ nearly all
hunds were Catholies. The fare of the fishermen is far better than ene wonld suppose who has
heard stories of the poor living of other sailors. They live fur better than any other elass of sea-
faring men, and have provisions of a better grade and in greater variety.

« FIRHING.—After they had finished breakfust, the crew at once got ready their dories and,
embarking, pulled away toward their cutside buoys, This was uenally just abont sunrise; very
often, indeed, when the day was clear the dories were away from the vessel before the sun came
up. When the weather was foggy—and it was foggy almost all the time duaring Joly and Angust—
the skipper was occupied, during the absence of his men, in blowing a horn and ringing a large ell
which hung from the main-boom, just over the wheel-box, to guide the men in their rowing, and
upon oceasion he nsed to fire off a swivel to let them know the vessel’s position.

% The haul waually occupied the time till nearly & o’clock, rometimes longer, when any one
failed to find his outside buoy or ¢ parted,’ or was overtaken by any otlier accident to his trawl.
After the dories had come back and were unloaded the crew ‘mugged up,’ and then dressed the
fish and salted them down iu the hold. This nsually kept them leisnrely at work until toward 11
o'clock, at which time they ‘ washed up’ and went to dinner.

«Afior a brief respite they began to make preparation for baiting up the trawls for the
evening’s set. Any who had their trawls snarled tock this occasion for * clearing’ them ; others,
more fortunate, forgot their troubles in sleep. By 1 o'clock or thereabouts all hands were tarned
out by the skipper's ¢ Well, boys, Jet's bait up,’ and ere long a1l were industrionsly at work getting
bait from the pens, chopping it inte pieces of the proper size or fastening it {o the hooks.

¢« While the men thus occupicd themselves, the cook improved his time by ‘cutting out’ sounds.
This business our eook pursued assiduously, often snatching a few moments from his work before
dinner to ent out sonnds while the crew were ‘dressing down,’ and finishing his ¢ask while they
were baiting, and his assiduity repaid him when he reached Gloucester to the extent of an ad-
ditional £20. After supper, which was purposely placed early, the dories were hauled up from the
stern, where they had been left fastened since morning, and loaded up with the trawls, five tubs
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in each. Then the men jumped into them and pulled strongly away, each in his own direction.
After their departare, the vesset was again left vacant. The ouly sound to be heard at this even-
ing hour was the scrape, serape, serape, thud, thud of the cool’s knife, or the tramp of the skip-
per’s Loots as he paced the quarier-deck for exercise, The men-usvally finished setting and re-
terned to the vessel just ot sunset. The dories were hanled on board, the men toolc the bearings
of their bnoys, and then all was done for the night.

4 WATCHES.~The wateh on the bank was only kept at night, and was muoch shorter than
when the vessel was on a passage. 1t was usually ses from 7 or 8 o'clock in the c¢vening nntil 3
the following morning, er later, when the sun rose later duriug the Just baiting. A single man
kept the deck during his portion of the watch, then ealled his successor. The password in those
times used often to contain directions as to the proper care of the vessel. Each man was expected
to pnmp the vessel out at the end of his wateh on blowy nights; one of his duties was to watch
the eable and *flect the strad iu the hawse-pipe,” if necessary; that is fo say, veer out the cable &
Little o preveut it from being ¢hafed and parted.

G Mhe watel was uot always very strict in the performance of his duty. He made frequent
excursions inte the cabin to consult the clock, and to assure himsclf that be was not losing track
of the flight of time. Indeed, it is suid that the men sometimes regulated the clock during their
watch so that the man of the lust watel fonnd the dawn breaking much later than usnal.

“TI6RTS~1n the evening, as soon as it began to grow dark, the cook lighted a large lantern,
with eonvex lenses on four sides, and hung it in the fore-peak bulyards. This was the only light
nsed to warn off vessels: the red and green lights were nsed only when the vessel was running.

“BLOWY DAYS.~Sometimes we had ‘blowy duys’  Allday and all night Jong the wind would
whistle through the rigging and the sea become so rough thal even the stanch dories could not
be trusted over the side.  On such days fishing was interrupted.  If the trawls were out they mnst
rewain till the wind moderated. The men did not seem to enjoy their enforeed leisure at such
times. Meals were served at more suitable hours than during moderate weather, and they slept

much; the sense of enpuni seemed overpowering.
“ PARTIMES ON BOARD SHIP.

“CONVERSATION.~The fishermen, for the most part, passed their spare time, of which they
bad abundanee, tn idling.  In order to break np the monotony of silenee they talked a very great
-deal on varions snhjects.

“At such times a good story-feller was a great blessing, and even one of poor grade was
williugly listened to. All sorts of short stories circulated, also Irish bulls, witty retorts, &e., and
a good story was usuadly greeted with hearty Luaglter, Among the stories told one might fre-
quently hear those of whiel the morality was unquestionable, yet it was noticed that when a
smutty story was teld it was partly excusable, sinee it was vsnally irresistibly lndicrous. [ndeed,
in some cases stories were beguu in which the principal peint Iay, not in fun, but in filth, and
these were growled down by more than one of the hearers.  Narratives of personal adventure were
also in great demand. Those who hiad been in the merchant serviee; who bad gailed to foreign
shores, and who could aceeptably describe these scenes or tell of their adventures, were heard with
o great deal of interest.  One fertile topie of discnssion was the oppression of sailors, particularly
in the merchant service. Instances of ill-treatment were often told, and the conduct of the cap-
tain roundly condemned. When the maltreated sailor came off first best the expressions of
satisfaction from the listeners plainly indicated the side with which they sympathized, The
oppressions of the boarding-house keepers were also examined into, and to have left one of these
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houses without paying one’s bIll was thought very praiseworthy. Amonyg the parratives of per-
gonal adventure there were a great many sfories of conguests among the fair sex, especially of
fiirtations and intrigues in the various harbor-ports frequelited by fishermen.

“In addition to these were yarns, often listened to with elose attention by a crowd collected
forward or down aft.  The story would often be merely the adventures of some sailor or the plot
of some robber story of dime-novel circulation. Sometimes the hero was placed in the first person,
or, in other wards, the story-teller represented the adventure as his owin. 3ore often, however,
they belonged to an imaginary bero, who was invariably called Jack: sometimes the sepernatural
powers Were‘invoked, thus adding to the complication of the plot. Amoug {lheir stories fairy
tales had & place: 1 noticed several that 1 recognized, notwithstanding ithelr new dress, as
pursery tales told to me when 1 was 2 boy. 1o all these tales the imagery was sueh as o fisherman
author would imagine. If was Lomely; comtorts were those regarded by him as soch, and beautivs
were those which were beautiful to bim. Fhus, in a version of Besuty and the Beast, the futher,
all tired and wet, was led into a warm kiteben, where a dry snit was banging before the fire ready
for im.  Ha was then condneted into a warm dining-room where he found a goold sapper of becef-
steak awaiting him. After supper he éturned in®  In all the fairy stories Juck used to slay the
dragon, and, after be had exposed the deecits of his vival, all hands made a trinmpbal mareh to
the ehrreh, where he was married happily to the king’s danghier,

“ Music.—Someshat akin to yarn-spinning was ballad singing, whicll, however, was less fra-
quently indnlged iu, since singers were scaree, While any one eondd tell a story. The song was
always a solo, and the words, in the form of o ballad, the story of seme shipwreek, of sailor-life, or
of seme Xindred subject, to which they jistened intently. ’

G (ARDS.~—As might he expected, one of the favorite pastimes was eards.  On the evening of
the very first day out from Gloncester, as 1 made my way forward to the knight-heads, 1 fonnd a
group of six playing ¢ forty-five) They paid five cents each Jor the priviteze of playing, and then
the man who made forty-five points first won the stakes. Later during the cruise the game of
‘loo? began to create a great stir und for several nights the pluyers continued their game far into
the pight, This was however effcctually opposed by the other inhabitants of the forecastle, who
were unwilling to have their slumbers disturbed. Various other gumes of eards prevailed ut
various times, and among them cribbage seemed quite a favorite. Curd-playing, however, finally
died ont from the fact that the cards become utterly worn ent and ne other pack could be procured

GROTTINE OF LIFE AT BATTING STATIONS.

¢ FILLING WATER.—While in harbor the fisherman’s duties are extremely light and big time is
left almost entirely free for any form of diversion that may snggest itself.  Any work that in the
vessel's economy may need doing he must, however, perform. One of these duiies is the replen-
ishing of the water supply. As often as the vessel goes to land all the barrels are overhanled
and the empty ones are filled. This process, known as ‘filling water, was performed several
times by our erew. I remember it most distinetly at Cape Liroyle on the occasion of our first visit.
We anchored at two or three o’clock well np the harbor and not far from a shelf of rock, over whieh a
pure ﬁmuntain stream ran down into the seiw. This stream dropped down from the rocks above in
a small cascads and furnished nice water and a convenient place for fitling the barrels.  Soon after
the anchor had been let go and the sails snugged up for a short stay, the skipper gave out tbe
order to bring up the water barrels and ¢fill water” “Two or threc barrels were then put into each of
the three dories and the men then rowed away to this nalural reservoir. It 50 chanced that the
men forgot to bring a fannel with them from the vessel. Any one else in this condition would
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have been in trouble, but a fisherman generally can extemporize a very good one. When they
reached the stream and were ready te begin filling the barrels, oue man drew off his oil-skin trou-
sers and crumpling up one leg at the bottom, introduced it into the bung-hole. He then held
np the leg of the trousers, while bucket after bucket of water was poured in, and found its way
into the barrel. This stream and many others like it running from this natural spout and thus
easy to cateh are found in the various coves and harbors that indent the shore line of Newfound.
land, and the places where they ccenr are known among bankers as ¢ good places to fill water.

“TARING IN ICE.—Another duty of the fisherman while in harbor Is the care of the ice, which
is used in preserving fresh bait. In some cases the vessel can be hanled up to a wharf and the ice
brought down in wagous and slung on board with very little trouble, but often this cannot be
done, because of the shallow water in the harbor, and it is then necessary that it should be bronght
aboard in dories. When our vesse! iced at Trinity Bay the dories were all gent aghore and beached
out of reach of the swell which wonld have otlierwise Lept them too unsteady. The ice was then
taken from the rude wagon in which the dealer drew it to the shore, carried to the dories and packed
in them. The men haudled the ice, for the most part, without tongs, their hands being protected
by mittens, and carried the huge blocks in their arms, As each dory was loaded it was shoved off
and rowed to the vessel. Coming alon gside, the ice was slung on board with a tackle and dropped
into the hold, where it was received by men and stowed in the ice-pens,

#ICING BAIT~A third duty of the fisherman, at this time, is to care for all the bait which is
brought on beard, icing or salting it as the skipper directs, I presume that all kinds of bait are
treated alike, buf my personal observation relates only to the squid as iced at Trinity Bay. When
some thousands had accumulated, several of the crew ¢oiled up’ and prepared to ‘ice’ them. The
labor was divided and operations begun. Oue gang bronght blocks of ice from the ice-pen, passed
them to the deck and into one of the huge tubs used in splitting. The tub was placed during this
operation on the quarter-deck, just aft the main shrouds, and the squid usaally lay in one or more
piles somewhere near the tub of ice. _

% Two men stood by the tub and each one began with Lis pew to pick theice into small pieces,
After it had been reduced to the proper size, it was thrown into a basket and passed through
the after hateh into the hold. Here it was received by a second man who pasged it into
the bait-pen to a third, who, receiving the basket, emptied the ice on the floor of the pen and
spread it evenly in a layer 3 or 4 inches thick. When he had thus covered the bottom of the pen,
bhe called for squid. A layer of squid wus now spread over the jce followed by another layer of
ice. In this way four or five baskets of ice aud squid were alternately Inid down until at last tho
bait was all iced. The man in the bait-pen handled the bait and the ice with mitten-covered
hands, standing on the floor till the layers of ice and sguid rose too high for convenience and
afterward he stood on the bait.

¢ It was the regnlar practice to ice at night all the bait which came on board during the day.
Seversal times the bait came to us so fast that by noon as many as 5,000 had acoumulated, When
this happened all hands would torn to and ice them, also icing in the evening those received later.

“ VISITING, STROLLING, &0C.—As 80on as the vessel is anchored and properly eared for one of
the first things is to go ashore and ‘take stock.” Soon a dory may be seen leaving the veasel’s
side. Oune or two men are rowing and the others are grouped in the bow and stern. Rowing
toward one of the rude wharves that line the shore, they all scramble up, and, making the dory fast,
spread ont over the town, generally in little knots of two or three. In aceordance with the habit
of Newfoundlanders, they enter any honse that may seem attractive, and without any imtroduetion
proceed at once to talk of the fish, the bait, their trip, or kindred subjects of matual interest.
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They are very likely to ask if milk ean he bought there, or where they can buy it. Quite often
something stronger than milk is asked for, and wines or gin or red rum are drunk. None of our
met became intoricated to excess, though two or three came aboard in a pretty jolly condition.
Sometimes the men did not ge into any of the honses, but contented themselves by talking to the
men they met on the street, or strolled around the town or into the ontskirts, noting the people
and the houses. :

% DANCES.—~One of the favorite pastimes of a erew, while *in baitin' is a dance. Bo often have
they had these dances in Newfoundland that one of the first questions that a ‘livier’ puts to a
new-comer 18, ‘Are you going to get up a dance¥ Usually they hire the house of some native,
and when they have no fiddler in the crew hire some one to iddle. They then summon all the girls
in the place by a general invitation. The crew, during our ¢ruise, went to several dances, two of
which they got np themselves. At Bay of Bnlls, on our last baiting, they decided to have one of
these dances, and secured a most miserable Lhouse for this purpose. There was no fiddler, but only
a boy who sang for them, or, according to the Newfoundland vernacular, made ‘chin-music’ The
repurts from the party on the foilowing morning made me anxions to see one of those dances, snd
I was therefore glad to hear talk of their having anotber one,

“I went into the room—the living-room of the house-—in which the dancing was to take
place. The ball had already 6pened. The room was one of the poorest I had yet seen, even in
Newforndland. The uncven floor was utterly barren of carpet, toats, or any covering. A shaky,
crazy-looking lamp on one wall threw a dismal light about, and showed the crew and about eight
girls seated on benches that lined the wall. In the immense fire-place sat the mother of the
family, holding in her arms a baby of two years. When I entered, the host was leaulinf; off witl
an opening break-down. [is uuwieldy movewments as he tried the double-shuftle in his heavy
cowhide boots were very grotesque. The orchestrs furnished ‘chin-music” The musician was a
young man who hommed in a sort of gruuting nasal tone various tunes of proper time for aguare
dances. It is utterly impossible to deseribe the sound which this musician produced; it was a sne-
cession of nasal tonesin thekey of G, The minstrel was at intervals inspirved by such words as these,
‘That’s it, Thommy, me Wy, gi' de bies a tune, and kindred exhortations. Their dances were all
the square dances, and generally the well-known fancers. The various figures were called off by one
of the crew. The sailers spparently enjoyed themselves just as well ag if the music had been very
much better. They paid the old man a couple of dollars for his house, gave the sweet singer a
fee, and were tinally on board the vessel at about four o’clock in the morning.”

42. PUBLIC SERVICES.

SEERVICES IN TIMES oF WAR.—The importance of the fisheries to the prosperity of nations has
frequently beon alluded to by the writers who have taken this subject ivte consideration. In Sa-
bine’s ¢« Report on the Principal Fisheries of the American Seas”t numercous instaneces are given
in which the fishermen of the United States have veidered important services of this kind.

The peoply of Marblehead, Gloncester, SBalem, Beverly, and other fishing ports of New England
were 'amoﬂg the foremost to meot the enemy in the Revolutionary war. The privateers whicl
played so importaat a part then and in the war of 1812-1815 were largely manued by fishermen,
especially those from Newbnryport. ’

“The services of the poople of Marblehead,” says Sabine, ““are entitled to particular notice.
They were invaluable upon the ses and upon the land. When, in 1774, the port of Boston was

* A resident of the Newfoundland coast is, in fishermen's dialect, a **livier.”
t Pagea 196-R10.
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shut by act of Parliament, they tendered fo their suffering brethren of the capital the use of their
wharves and storehouses free of charge, The first actnal avowal of offensive Lostility against

Sngland which s to be found in the revolutionary annals, is an act passed by the Provineial Con-
gress of Massachusetts in November, 1775, Tt was framed by BElbridge Gerry, a merchant of Mar-
blehead, whose business depended wpou ihe fisheries, It aunthorized captures upon the sca.
With ity preamble it was printed in the Lonidon Magazine as a political cariosity, and John Adams
ealls it ‘one of the wost important documents in the history of the Revolution.” "Who hoisted the
first Ameriean flag? and to whom ‘the fivst British flay was strnek? are qoestions in dispute be-
tween the friends of difterent elnimants; buat Mr. Adams confers both lLionors upon John Manly,
of Marblehead, who captured a transport having on board a moriar, which, transferred to Dor-
cliester Leights, ‘drove the Lnglish arny from Boston, and the navy frora the harbor’ The fish.
ermen of this fown appear to be entitled to the sawme precedence in navul affairs nander commissions
authorized by the Contineutal Congress, since it is stated that John Selman and Nicholas Brough-
ton were the first eommanders appointed by Washington after he assumed the direction of affairs.
Aunother commander of merit was Mugford, who took a powder ship early in the war, and perished
in the enterprise. Al still another was SBamuel Tueker, who, suceessful beyond hiz compeers, is
said 1o bave eaptured more British gans and British seawen than Paul Jones, or any other captain
tu the service of the thirteen States.  Of the exploits of individnals of Lumbler rank, two examples
must suffice,  In 1783 ‘three lads’ were put on beard of a brig at Qucebee to be sent prisoners to
England; on the passage they gained possession of the vessel and carried her safely to Marble-
head, their pative town. The same year three otber young fishermen—all minors—prisoners in
the British ship Lively, coneeived the plun of eapturing her, and, inducing ten other prisoners
to join them, were suceessful; and, conducting their prize to Havaua, made sale of ker for a large
sum. .
“ TFor service in the field Marblehead raised oue eutire regiment. 1t has been remarked of these
‘fishermen goldiers’ that, inured to fatigue and hardship, they were not reduced by sickness or
camp discages during the war.  This regiment composed a pari of the foree of the illustricus eom-
mander-in-chief in bis Tetreat throngh New Jersey, and ju the crisis of the Whig canse. The
Amwmerican army, composed of regnlars and wilitia, hardly three thousand in number, almost desti-
tute of tents and utensils for ecoking, badly armed, nearly naked and barefooted, dispirited by
logses and wornt (lown by sufferings, were pursued, in November and December, to the northerly bank
of the Delaware, by the well-appeinted army of the epemy, flushed by success, and panting for a
last.deeisive vietory. Yor a moment the destroction of Washingten, either from the waters in
front or from the royal troops in rear, seemed certain. The heroic daring of the men who, perhaps,
saved him, and with him their country, is nowhere related.in bistory. But Heunry Kuox, the chief
of artillery, whose own services ou the occasion will ever be remembered and excite admiration,
has done them justice. After the peace, and while General Knox was a member of the legislature
of Massachusetts, an application was made by citizens of Marblebead for the charter of s bank.
Tleir petition was opposed. Ile rose and stated their cluime. ‘I am surprised,’ be gaid, *that
Marblehead should ask so small a privilege as that of barking, and that there should be opposi-
tion to it. 8ir, I wisk the members of this body knew the people of Marblehead as well as I do.
T could wish that they bad stoed on the banks of the Delaware River in 1777, in that bitter night
when the commander in-chief had drawn up his litile army to cross it, and had seen the powérful
carrent bearing onward i{he floating masses of ice which threatened destrnetion to whosoever
should venture npon its bosom. I wish, that when this occurrence threatened to defeat the enter-
prise, they conld have heard that distingnished warrior demand, ¢ Who will lead ns on?’ and seen
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the men of Marblehead, and Marblehead alone, stand forward to lead the army along the per:lons
path to nnfading glories and honors in: the achievements of Trenton. There, sir, went the fisher-
wen of Marblehead, alike at lome uwpon land or water, alike ardent, patriotie, and unflinehing
wheucver they unfurled the fiag of the country.’”

Starbucl, in his bistory of the Ameriean whale fishery, gives the following glowing tribute t-
the publie service of the whalemen of this country:

« Faw interests have exerted a more marked influence upon the history of the United States
than that of the fisheries. Aside from the value they have had in a commercial point of view, they
have always been found to be the norseries of a hardy, daring, and indefatigable race of geamen,
gueh as scarcely any other pursnit could bave trained. The pioneers of the sea, whalemen, were
the advance guard, the forlorn hope of civilization. Lxploring expeditions followed after to glean
where they had reaped. 1u the frozen seas of the north and the south their keels plowed to the
extrema limit of navigation, and betwien the tropies they pursued their prey through regions never
befors traversed by the vessels of a civilized commPuiry. Holding their Hves in their hunds, ax it
were, whether they harpooned the leviathan in the deep or put into some hiitherto unknown port for
supples, no extreme of heat or eold could dannt them, no thought of danguer hold them in eheck,
Their lives have ever been one contintial ronud of hair-breadth escapes, in which the risk was alike
shared by officers and men,  No shirk eonld find an opportanity to indulge in shirking, no coward
a chunee to display his cowardice, and in thelr hazardous life incompetents were speedily weeded
out. Many a tale of davger snd toil and suffering, startling, severe, and borrible, has illumined
the pages of the listory of this pursuit, and scarce any, even the humblest of these hardy mariners,
bat can, from his own experience, narrate trinths stranger than fetion. 1D many ports, ubenhy
bundreds of istands, on many seas the dag of the conutry from which they sailed wax tirst displayed
from the mast-head of a whule-ship. Pursning their nvocation wherever a chanee preseoted, the
American flag was first anfurled in an English port from the deck of one American whaleman, and
the ports of the westery eonst of Soutl Ameriea first Deheld thd Btays and Stripes shown as the
standard of another, 1t may be safely alleged that but for them the westert gecans worild much
longer have been comparatively unknown, apd with equal trath may it be suid thar wikitever ol
bonor or glory the United Stafes nay Lave wobn in its exploratiens of these ocenns, the neeessiny
for their cxplorations was a tribute wruug from the Government, though nol without carpest anl
continued effort, to the interests of onr mariners, who, for yvears before, had pursued the whale i
these nncharied seas, and threaded their way with extremest care amony these nndeserilaed
islands, reefs, and shoals. lnto the field opened by them flowed the trade oF the civilized warle
In their footsteps followed Christiavity, They introduced the missionary 1o Dew spheres of Haef1
ness, and made his presenco tenable. Baysa writer in the London Quarterly Beview: <The whale
fiskery first opened to Great Britain a beneficial intercourse with the coust of Bpanish Ameriea; it
Jed in the sequel to the independence of the Bpauish colonies.
, Rever might bave fon pded our colonies in Van Dieman's Land and Australia—or if we had we could
not have maintained them in thedr early stages of dunger and privation. Morcover, our intimacy
with the Polynesians must bo traced to the same source. The wlhalers were the firat that traded
in that quarter—they prepared the field for the missionaries; and the same thing is now in pro-
gress in New Ireland, New Britain, and New Zealand.! All that tho English fishery has done for
Great Britain, the American fishery has ‘done for the United States—and more. In war our Navy
has drawn apon it for gome of its aturdiest and bravest seamen, and in peace our commercial marine
hae fonnd iu it its choicest and most skillful officers. In connection with the cod-fishery it schooled
the sons of America to s knowledge of their own strength, and in its protection developed and
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intengified that apirit of self-reliance, independence, and national power to which the conflict of from
1775 to 1783 war a natural and necessary resultant.”

The Boston Journal of Commerce of January 25, 187%, in speaking of some of the old whalers
sunk in Charlegton Harbor during the Jate war batween the States, gives the following account of
the capture of one of them from tho Dritish:

« The Corea came from England during the Revolution, boand for New York with army stores.
Putting into Long Island in a storm, a small vessel with nearly one hundred fishermen put out to
capture her, and, with orly four men and & boy on deck, anchored on the fishing grounds, and
were apparently busy fishing when a gun from the Corea summoned her crew to run down to her,
and when alongside a part of the crew were made to bring their fish on board. "While the English
sailors were looking at their prize one of the fishermen threw some fish on the schooner’s deck,
and the armed men swarmed up from the hold and on board of the Corea, which was taken to New
Bedford, and eventnally became a whaler.”

During the war of the rebelliou the Navy*f the North, as has already been atated, received
large accessions from among the fishermen of New England. Two or three companies of infantry
were recruited at Gloucester, the members of which were chiofly fishermen.

Capt. F. J. Babson, eollector of customs for the port of Gloucesier, gives the following concise
statement of the relaticn which Gloucester has held, and still holds, to the United States as an ele-
ment in its system of coast defenses: “For the defense of the Union in the late war it is esti-
mated that fifteen hundred men went into the service from Gloucester, two-thirds at least being
seafaring men or fishermen. The availability of fishermen for offensive war on a foreign nation
must be computed on the privateering basis. At least Afty swift -sailing steamers for privateering
could obtain erews in Gloucester in ote week, while serviee in the regular Navy is not, and never
will be, popular with our people. Our men desire chances for promotion, such as is possible in
the volunteer service in the Army, and the country, if she ever fights, mast fight a war of the
people, by the people, and for th® people.”

There is an almost complete lack of statistics sbowing to what degree our fishermen rendered
service during the late war. It may be taken for granted that fishing towns furnished their fuil
guota to the Army for these wars, no distinction in the drafts between mariners and landsmen,
while all of them contributed a greater or less number of men to the naval forces of the north,
Most of the men eutering the Navy, as well as 4 large number of those who joined the Army,
were volanteers. The extent to which fishermen were employed in the Navy is not under-
stood, cven by persons, not residents of fishing communities, who profess to be well informed on
snch matters. The fishermem usually went o large recruiting stations, such as those in Boston or
New York, and no record was made of their forrner occupation. After the war had closed, scarcely
a fishing vessel sailed from Glouncester or any other large fishing port which had not ju its crew
several veterans,

The following account of the resistance of a whaling captain to being captured by the Confed-
erate privateer Shenandoah, as recorded in the newspapers of the time, serves to illustrate the
dogged determination and counrage of a New England whaleman. ‘

Capt. Thomas G. Young, of the Favorite, of Fairhaven, a man between sixty and seventy years
old, who had all his property invested in his vessel, loaded his bomb guns and other weapons and
took his stand on top of the cabin of his deomed vessel, and, when the Shenandozh’s boat came along-
side, drove her off by threatening to fire upon her. Captain Waddell, of the Bhenandosah, ordered
his gunner to traiz a gan on the Favorite and fire low; but Young's subordinates, having in vaiv
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tried to dissuade the old bero from resistance, removed the caps from hir guns, and, taking & boat,
pulled off to the 8henandoab. Another boat was sent alongside and the officer in charge hailed
the old man and commanded him to sarrender.

The brief dinlogue which now took place was too foll of seaman's expletives to be repeaied in
this place. Captain Young defied the privateersmen, in the most emphatic words, and as the men
boarded hig ahip he leveled his huge bomb-gun and pulled the trigger; but the piece, which had
been tampered with, failed to explode and e was soon made a prisoner.

FIsgERMEN EXEMPTED FROM TAXATION IN OOLOKIAL TIMES—When the colonies of Massa-
chuagetts and Virginia were established, it seems to have been the intention of the English Govern-
ment to encourage tn every possible manner the establishment of fisheries ; in fact, one of the chief
objects of the Massachuseits colonies in seeking 2 station so far north uporn the coast was evidently
to gain increased facilities in the prosecution of this industry.

~ In the early history of the Masgachusetts eolunies may be found numercus acts whose direct
purpose was to enconrage men {o engage in the fisheries, Many of these provide for the exemp-
tion of fishermen from military service. The following law is recorded as having heen passed :

At the Generall Courte, houlden at Boston, the 22th of the 3th Me, called May, 16307 «All
fishermen, while they are abroad during fishing seasons, shipcarpenters, w'® follow that calling,
& millers shall bee exempied from training, yet they are to bee furnished with arms.”*

Again we find avother act passed:

tiAtt a Gennerall Courte held at Boston, 14 of October, 1657.” ¢ In answer to y® petieton of
Ed% Rainsford, Gamaliel Waite, John Shawe, Mathew Abdy, Richardéd George, John Peel,
Richard Hoilige, Richard Woodlouse, Bobt Linkhorve, Abell Porter, Peter Till, Abrabam
Browpe, Jn° Mellows, fishermen, humbly desiring that they may be exempted from traynings
daring time of the fishing season &g, the Conrt grants their request.”t

HUMANE SERVICES.~—lmportant services are coustantly being rendered by the fishermen in
the way of reseuning vessels and men in peril. The medal of the Massachusetts Humane Society
has frequently been awarded to fishermen, and in several instances valuable gifts have been
received by our fishermen from foreign Governments, especially from Great Britain, for services
rendered in saving the lives of British subjects. A long chapter might be devoted to recounting
instances of heroism, where lives have been saved by our fishermen at great risks to themselves
by acts of daring, which searcely any but men like our fishermen, thoroughly accnstomed to the
sea, wonld have dreamed of attempting.

¥t is a well-known fact that fishermen habitually take extraordinary risks in rescuing their
shipmates, or others, in peril. Whittier has unintentionally done & great injustice to the New
Fogland fishermen by the implications expressed in his poem, * Skipper Ireson’s Ride™:

Bmall pity for him! He sailed away

From 8 leaking ship in Chaleur Bay—
Satled away from b sinking wreok

With hie own townapeople on her deck.
“Lay by, lay by,” they called to him,
Back he answered, 8ink or swim,

Brag of your catsh of fish again 1”

And off he aailed through the fog and the raint
014 Floyd Ireson, for his hard heart,
Tarred and feathered and carried in a eart
By the women of Marblehoad,

*1639. The legislature of Massachusstts passed sm act to free from all duties and public taxes all estates em-
ployed in oatohing, making, or transporting fsh. All fishermen, during the sesson for business, and all ship-baildera
were, by the same set, excused from trainings. [Hutch,, I, 92.] Helmes’ Amsrican Annals, 1105, vol. §, p. 312,

1 Renords of Massechusetts, vol. iv, Part I, page 312,
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As a matter of justice we print in a foot-note what is doubtless a trne review of the facts
of the cage; it appeared in the Marblehead Statesman.*

* BEYPPER IRESON.

Many a timne when traveling away from bis native hesth the writer has met individuals whose only knowledge of
our good old town was that gained from reading the poem of Mr, Whittier which ia the theme of this axticle, When
the formula of intrednction hiad proceeded far snongh to sonounce that we were from Marblehead, the reply has too
often come, ¥ Oh! yes, Morble’ead, where old Flud Oirson for his hord hert was tar’d and feathered and corrid ir a
cort.” 8o often has this been repeated thut there grew within uas a feeling of exasperation, and the very name of
Whittier had an unplessant sound. This experience gave ue the firm resolve that, if opportunity ever offered, we
world plate upoen record the protest of ome Marblehoader against the libel apon hie native town and the insel wpon
the fair fame of her noble women. We have heen forestalled in our ariginal design by the publication of the troe story
of Skipper Iruson’s ride, by Mr. Samnel Roads, jr., in his ¢ History and Traditions of Marblehead.” Immediatety upon
the publication of the history hy Mr. Koads, the poet sent him & letter, in which be gracefully acknowledges the truth
of the story as told by Mr. Roads, and bears téstimony to the honaorable record of cld Marblehead, Mr. Roads’s atory
is sa follows:

“On Bunday, Octaber 30, 1808, the schooner Betty, commanded by S8kipper Bapjmmin Ireson, arrived from the
Orand Banke, Sheortly after their arrival the crew reporied that st midnight on the previens Friday, when off Clape
Cod light-house, they passed the echooner Active, of Portland, which was in a sinking condition, and that the skipper
had refused to render any asaistance to the unfortunate men on board the wreck. The excitement and indignation
of the people upon the reception of this news can be better imagined than described. Two vessels, manned by willing
volunteers, were immediately dispatched to the seene of disauter, with the hope of their arrival in time to save the
phipwrecked sailors. But their mission wae a failure, and they retorned with no tidings of the wreck. The resent-
meut of the people was still further proveoked when, on the following day, the sloop Swallow arrived, having on board
Captein Gibbens, the maater of the ill fated schooner. He corrohorated the atory fold by the erew of the Betty, and
stated that the Aciive sprung aleak at abont 1] o’vlock on Friday night. An hour later the Betty was epoken, ‘but,
contrary fo the principles of humanity,” ghe aailed away without giving any sesistance. On Saturday, Captain
(iibbons and three of the passengers were taken off the wreek by Mr. Hardy, of Trure, iz a whale-boat. Feur other
persons were leit on the wreck, but the storm increased ae¢ rapidly that it was found imposaible to return to their
rescue. Captain Gibbona was placed on board the revenmne catter Good Jutent, and afterwards went on board the
sloop Swallow, ir which he came to Marblehead, }

“This statement, by one who had so usrrowly escaped a walery grave, niade & deep impreasion upon the fisher-
men, and they determined to demonstirate their disapproval of Skipper Ireson’s conduct by a signal act of vengeance,
Accordingly, on » bright meoplight night, the nnfortunate skipper was suddenly soized by several powerfal men and
securely Lonnd.  He was then placed in a dory, and, besmeared from head to feet with tar and feathers, wes dragged
throngh the town escorfed by a multitnde of men and boys. When opposite the locality now known as Work-
house Recks the bettom of the dory came out, and the prisoner Iinished the remainder of his ride to Salem in a
eart. The zuthorities of that city forbade the entrance of the strapge procession, and the crowd returced to Marble-
head. Throaghout the entire proceeding Mr. Freson maintained a dignified ailence, and when, on arriving at hisown
beme, he was relesed from custody, his only remark was, ‘1 thank you for my ride, gentlemen, but you will live to
regret it.! His words were prophetic. When foo late to make reparation for the wrong they had committed, the
impulsive fishermen realized that they had perpeirated an act of the greatest injustice npon an innocent man.

“ At this Iate day, when for years his memory has heen defazned throughout the land, and the fair name of the
women of Marlilehead has been euilied by the fictitious story of oue of gur best New England posts, it is but just that
the true story of the affair should be written. Skipper Ireson wasnet more t0 blame than Lis crew, and, it is belteved,
not at all. When the wreck waa spoken and the cry of distress was heard, a terrific gale was blowing. There was &
consultation on Loard the Betty as to the course to be pursued, and the crew decided not to endanger their own lives
for the sake of paving others. Finding that they were resolude in their determination, Skipper Ireson propesed to lay
by the wreok all night or unti] the storai should abate, and then go to the resene of the unfortunate men. To thie
they also demnrred, and insisted on proceeding an their homeward voyage withont delay. Oan their arrival at Marble-
head, fearing the just indighation of the people, they laid ths emtire blame apon the skipper. This version of the
uifair is generaily pocepted as true, and for the credit of the town, be it said, that it is one of {he few incidenis in its
entire history that its citizens have any reason to regret.”

Mr, Whittier’s latter is as follows:
* QAR KNOLL, DawvErs, Fifth-month, 18, 1630.

My DEar FRIEND : I heartily thunk thee for a copy of thy ‘ History of Marblebead.” I bave read it with great
interest and think good nse bas heen made of the pbundant material. No town in Essex Connty hae s record more
honorable than Marblehead ; nv one has done more te develop the indastrial interest of our New England seaboard,
and certainly none have given such ovidence of self-saorificing patriotism. I am glad the story of it hes been at last
told, and iold so well. I have now no doubt that thy version of Skipper Ireson 18 a correct one, My verss was solely
founded on a fragiuent of thyme which I heard from one of my early schoolmates, a native of Marblehead. I supposed
the story o which it referred dated back at loast a century. I knew nothing of the particulars, and the narrative of
the ballad was pare faney. I am glad for the sake of truth and jnsties that the real] facts are glven in thy book. T
certainiy would not knowingly do injnatice to any one, dead or living,

“ I am truly thy friead, . “JOBN & WHITTIER.”
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Numerous instances of humane acts by fishermen are on record; a velume enuld be filled in
their parration, and we guote here two or three as examples of uany: .

About the year 1863 a fishing schooner, commanded by Capt. Thomas Dench, of Gloucester,
encountered a heavy gale on George's Bank, in which she was driven from her anchorage and met
with some damage, losing among other things a boat. Boon after the gale began to moderate, and
while yet the sea was very rongl, she fell in with a British vessel in o sinking eondition. Not
having any boat, it was a problewt how the fishermen conld suceeed i resening the imperiled crew.
This they did by taking some of the ice-house planks which were in their vessel’s hold and naiting
them to the bottom of a gurry-pen.* With this imperfect bout they succeeded in rescning the crew
irom the sinking vessel and brought them to Gloucester. TFor this humane and daring act, per-
formed under sueh diffieult circumstances, the captain was awarded a very fine telescope by the
British Government.

The following paragraph, from the Cape Ann Advertiser, April 22, 1881, gives an idea of the
nature of the rescues which are frequently made:

A DARING DEED—1WO GLOUCESTER MARINERS RISK THEIR LIVES TO RESCTE A COM-
RADE.—The two men who went from the schooner Star of the Bast, Captain Dowdell, to rescoe
Albert F. ¥itch on Brown's Bank on the 3d instant, as narrated in our last issue, were Michael
Doyle and Joseph Hackett, and they are deserving of great credit. Titeh was washed overboard
while engaged in dressing fish, the sthoouer being at anchor upon the Bank, and was fortunate
enongh to cateh hold of a shifting plank which was washed overboard, on which he succeeded in
keeping afloat for an bour and ten minutes before being picked up. [This is probably an error in
regard to time.] It was blowing a heavy gale from the northwest, with a strong tide running to
leeward, and any attempt to go to his Tescue was fraught with great peril. Bot, unmindful of the
serious risk, Doyle and Hackett jumped into an old dory and started away before the wind and seu
to rescue their imperiled comrade. After they got him on beard of their frail boat they found i
absolutely impossible to return to their vessel, but succeeded in boarding the schooner Joseph O,
which was also lying at anchor on the Bank. It took some three hours of constant labor, affer
arriving on board the Joseph O., to resuscitate Fitch, and the three men remsined on beard the
latter vessel from Sunday night until Tuesday afternoon, when the Star of the East was signalized
and ran down and took the men on board.”

The Cape Apn Advertiser, of the same date, also eontains the following note:

“ RuooaN1TioN oF BRAVERY.—Collector Babson has received the sum of $150 from the Massa-
chusetts Hamane Society, to be handed over to the crew of the fishing schooner Laura Sayward,
of this port, for their heroie conduet in reseuing the crew of the British schooner Maggie Blanche,
in the midst of a furious gale on George's last September. Two of the crew, Jumes Lord and Dean
Orockett, who went in a dory and took off the captain and mate of the Maggie Blanche, who were
lashed to the wreck, will also receive the medals of the society, It wiil be remembered that the
men named have also received bandsome watches from the British Government in recognition of
their bravery. The Maggie Blanche was bound from Digby to Barbadoes; her owner, who was on
board, and two of her crew, were drowned. The master, Capt. Jobhn C. Winchester, and mate,
Thomnas Lewis, were lashed to the deck when the wreck was discovered by the Laura Sayward.
Capt, James Moore, master of the latter vessel, finding that the wreck was likely to sink before
the men could be rescued, promptly cut his cable to allow lis vessel to drift, and Crockett and
Lord put off in a dery, at the risk of their lives, and saccored the imperiled mariners.”

* A gurry-pen is an oblong pen on the deck of the vessel, ubually 12 feet by 4 or 5 feet, and withont any hotiom,
which is secnred to the deck by lashings. Inthisis pat the offal of the fish, or fish-gurry, while the vessel is on the
Baak,
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43. COSTUME OF THE SAILOR-FISEERMER.

Fifty years ago the costume of our fishermen was similar to that of the average European
fishermen of the present day. Indeed, Among the early records of the Plymouth colony we find
menfioned a number of articles of fishermen’s clothing sent over by the English capitalists who
interested themselves ip the development of the fisheries. A writer in the ¢ Fisherman’s Memorial
and Becord Book” describes the dress of the Gloucester fisherman in the olden time as follows: “It
consisted generally of the tarpaulin hat and monkey-jacket or Guernsey frock (sometimes both);
the barvel, a stoat apron of leather, and the ponderous fishing boots, of astonishing breadth of
beam, made of the thickest of russet cow-hide, with tops turning up high over the knees, which,
though cmmbrous and heavy, copstituted an efficient protection against cold and wet.”

The fishing dress chiefly in use at the present time is much lighter, more comfortable, better
fitting, and better made than that worn by any other class of sea-faring men, except by sailors in
the Navy and on yaehts. Af the Fishery Exhibitions at Berlin and London were exhibited a num-
ber of garments of rubber and oiled cotton which excited much interest. Not only was the excel-
lence of the material a subject of general remark, but patterns of these garments were requested
by public officers interested in introducing them into use in the fisheries and naval marine of Nor-
way, Russia, and Germany. The contrast between the American clothing and the heavy leather
garments shown in the Norwegian, Danish, German, and Diutch sections was very striking,

The dress of the fisherman at the present day, with the exeeption of waterproof articles, con-
sists of trousers, waistcoat, and coat of some woolen fabric. The coat is, however, very frequently
replaced by a monkeyjacket or reefjacket of a heavy woulen fabrie, and, in warm weather, a
Jumper, or loose jacket of ealico, gingham, or wool, similar to that worn by batchers. Their under-
clothing is nearly alwags of some stout wool, and their feet are covered witl woolen socks. The
ordinary coverings for the feet, when the men are off duty in tbe cabin, or when on deck in warm
weather, are heavy leather slippers. The head covering is generally a wide-awake or slouch hat of
felt, though every kind of hat or cap seen on shore is used upon the fishing vessels. A closefitting
cap of dogskin or lambskin, with flaps for protecting the face, ears, and back of the head, was
formerly commonly worn in cold weather. This cap is still oceasionally nsed in winter, but a broad-
brimmed hat of felt, ehip, or straw is in more general use in pleasant weather.

The cuter garments of the fisherman, worn when he is at work, are put on over hig ordinary
clothing. Bince they are peculiar in shape they will be deseribed separately:

0Oil trousers and jocket.~~The trousers are made very large and are provided with an apron
which covers the entire frout of the body with a double layer of cloth, extending high up on
the chest and held in that pesition by straps passing over the shonlders. It has wings or flaps
extending back upon each side of the Lips, which are battoued or tied with & string at the front
of the waist.

The oil-jacket is a double-breasted garment, shaped much like a pea-jacket. It has mpon the
right-hand side an extra flap, called the ¢ weather piece,” which buttons over the flap on the left
side, thus effectually excluding the water. The collar is about three inches wide at the back and
is intended to stand up and button clesely around the neck. Theso are sometimes lined with
flannel. _ *

The sowwester.—This g a hat of the ordinary sou’wester pattern. There are seversl shapes
in wse among our fishermen. The Cape Ann sou’wester is regarded by the fishermen aa better
than any other. .

The jumper—This is a light ofl-cloth garment shaped like & shirt, but with the smallest
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possible opening at the neck and buttoning closely round the wrists. It extends down to the Lips
and is worn outside of the trowsers. This is worn instead of the oil-jacket in warm weathe;,
especially by men dressing fish.

The barvel.—This is a stout apron of oil-cloth. The barvel is made in different shapes:
(a) the barvel proper, which is an apron of heavy oil-cloth, extending from the waiat downward to
below the boot-tops, and upwards, in a flap, almost to the neck, and is held in that position by a
strap passing around the neck. The flaps almost meet, at the back and are held i place by two
strings which eross each other at the small of the back, passing around the body and fastening in
front, It is generally used in place of the *pants,” especially when cod fishing in summer, and
sometimes when dressing fish, and is oecasionally worn in connection with the jumper or the
Jacket; (b) the petticoat barvel, which is in general form like the ordinary barvel, but bas 4 much
larger flap, closed at the baek and extending under the arms. It extends bigher up on the
waist than the ordinary barvel. This has but recently come into use amoug our fishermen, bat is
cssentially the same ag the garment worn centuries ago by the French and Englsh fishermen in
the Newfoundland and Labrador fisheries. These fishermen used to stand inside of u barrsl
when dressing fish, and the petticoat hung over the outside. The petticoat barvel is chiefy iu use
among the hand-line fishermen and the seiners.

Oil-sleevos.—These are false sleeves fastened tight about the wrist and extending high up
on the arm, generally secured at the shoulder with a batton. They are used by the men while
dressing fish and hauling the seines or engaged in any other work in which the arms are likely to
get wat.

Monkey-jackets and mufflers.—There is comparatively little difference in the temperature on the
fishing grounds in summer and winfer, especially on the distant grounds where eold fogs constantly
prevail, and where, ag the fishermen express i, the year is made up of nine months' winter and
three months late in the fall. The monkey-jacket is substituied in the coldest weatber for the
jumper, and sometimes both are worn together. The only special provision for comfort is a woolen
muffler, or comforter, with which the neck and face are enveloped,

Roots.—Tishermen's boots are either of leather or rubber, the latter material being in more
general use in winter, while leather is chiefly worn in summer. Ordinary rubber boots, costing
from $3.50 to$5, are commonly used. The hip boots are sometimes, thongh not frequently, worn.
Among the Bank fishermen boots of russet leather are preferred to the black ones, but whether
red or black, the leather fishing boots are generally of thick cowhide or ¢ grain-leather,” with very
heavy soles. .

Guality of oiled clothing.—The oil.clothes made in New Ingland are acknowledged to bo the
best in the world. The oil is applied with more skill, the materials are better, and the patterns
the most convenient. Both double and sin‘glﬁ thickness of oil-cloth are nsed, the latter chiefly in
summer. All of the garments described, except the barvels, are also made of rubber, and are fre-
quently used by the fishermen. These wear longer and are preferred in winter because they do not
stiffen or crack iu cold weather; the price, however, is considerably bigher. The cost of a jacket
and “pants” of oil-cloth, in 1880, was from $3 to 83.50, A corresponding suit of rubber costs about
$10. _

HAND covEBINGS.—A variety of coverings for the hands are in use:

(@) Woolen mittens.—These are made of coarse yarn. Inappropriate as it may seem, they are
almost always white, colored mittens being considered by some fishermen anlacky or *Jonahs”
The more liberal fishermen respect the prejudices of their companions. These mittens are nsed
uot only for warmth but as a protection to the hands when dressing fish. They are always
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washed after the work of dressing the fish is finished. Men going on a long ermise provide
thewmaselves with several pairs of these mittens. They may be bought in the shops for about 50
cents a pair, but are often made by members of a fishermanw’s family.

(V) Colton mitiens,—These are shmilar in shape to the woolen mittens; they are made of pieces
of cotton drilling sewn together, and, like the woolen mittens, are white. They are used principally
for dressing mackerct in (e snmmer season and Landling the sejues, being cooler and wore com-
fortabie in warm weuther than those made of wool. The cotion ones cost abont 23 cents a pair,

{¢) Hubber mittens.—These are sometimes lined with flannel, and when not so lined are made
very harge in ovier to fit over the ordinary woolen mittens. They are used {o »n Hwited extent by
the winter fisheninen amd cost about 81 a pair.

{dy Od-mittens.—These are usnally made of stoat corton drilling and oiled. They are tsed in
the same manner a8 the nnlived rubbwer anittens, being worn over woolen mittens. JThey cost about
U cents a pair, :

{e) Mackerel glores.—These are made of woolen yarn amd resewble mittens, exeept that the
forefingers have separate coverings. By this arrangement greater freedom of motion is allowed to
furefineers of men whao are eviscerating or “ gibbing? the mackerel

(fy Hand-kawlers—These are tight-fitting gloves of woolen yarn, with long wrist pieces,
extending half way up the forearm, and very short finger and thumb stalls, These are uged by the
hand-line ishermen in the winter, being worn with the mnippers, described below. The short
finger-stalls are supposed to faeilitate the free nuse of the fingers in baiting the hooks. Tle hand-
haulers are not sufficiently common to be kept for sale in the shops. ’

(g} Nippers..—These resemble wristlets in general appearance, but are worn around thew
lower part of the fingers instead of around the wrist. They are knit of woolen yarn and, like the
mittens, are always white. They arve nsed by all trawl and hand-line fishermen, but not by mack-
erel bishermen. They are held in the holiow of the band, when the line is being hauled, for the
sake of greater ease in obtaining a grip. They are stuffed with woolen cloth in sach a manner
that there is a parrow crease in the center between the two edges, by the friction of which the
hand is aided in its effort to retain a grasp npon tbe line. Nippers are for sale in all the shops,
and cost B0cents a pair. Unlike ¢l the other articles of clothing and hand wear, the nippers form
part of the outfit of the vessel and are included in the “stock charges,” of which the erew pay
one-half. The only exception to this rule is the usage, which occasionally prevails, of giving a
suit of oil-clothes, at the expense of the vessel and erew, to an expert “#salter” for higservices on a
Bank trip. A halibut vessel, expected to be absent from port about six “;eeks, carries from a
dozen and a balf to twe dozen pairs of nippers, and the Grand Banker carries a still larger supply,
sometimes four or six dozen pairs. Large quantities of nippers are made by the fishermen’s widows
at Gloucester, to whom this industry affords a partial support. These women also knit some of
the mittens, though the greater part come from the maritime districts of Nova Scotia and Maine,
Nippers are also made by the young ladies of seaboard tewns for sale at church fairs,

(k) Finger-cots.-—These are separate finger-stalls of rubber or wool worn by mackerel fishermen
wpon the forefinger when hand-lining for mackerel. They are kept in the shops and cost about &
cents or 10 cents apieca. .

CARE OF CLOTHING.—The fisherman’s wardrobe is seldom stered in chests or trunks. The
pumber of wen living in the eabin and the forecastle renders it unadvisable te fill up the space
with furniture of this deseription. The skipper, however, sometimes carries a chest, or “dorkey,”
as the fishermen call it. The oil clothes, which form the bulkiest portion of the fisherman’s dress,
of which he carries two or more suits, cannot be stowed away in a confined space, but are always
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bung up in some convenient place. If they were put away web they would mold, and if dry they
might heat apd ignite; above all, it is necessary that they should be ready for use at a moment’s
notice. Each member of the crew has his own nails or hooks npon which his oil elothes are always
hang. The act of donning the oil-skin sajt is called *oiling up.” Every man edrries from two
to five changes of clothes, which e stows away in & canvas bag called a “ciothes-bag.” Couve
nience, us well a8 the fisherman’s prejudice against valises, causcs this custom to be almeost univer-
sally observed. The bag is about 18 inches in diameter snd {rom 3 to 4 feet long and iz stowed
in the back part of the berth. Some men use it for a pillow.

BED-CLOTHING ~—~Anotlier part of the lishermaw's outfit, which may properly be copsidered in
conuection with his wardrobe, is his bed-elothing. This includes a mattress, or, more generally, a
sack of a coarse hempen fabric stufled with straw, called a bed-sack. In Gloucester these are
kept in the outfitting stores and are furpished by the owners and charged to the men; when filled
and ready for use they cost $1.25. The other bed-clothing, furnished by the men themselves,
consists of blankets or quilts, of which each man carries one, two, or more. The pillows are
stuffed with feathers or straw, and are provided by the men. When a man changes from one
vessel to another he carrics with him bis clothes-bag, bhis bed-sack, and his bed-clothing; hence
the common cxpression which is used to deseribe the man who is leaving o vessel and who is said
to “jerk his straw.”

SOoRE cLOTHEN.—~The clothes which the fishermen wear on shore are in no way peculiar,
The better classes in Gloucester live at home- or in their boarding-bouses; and after retonrning
from a trip they cast aside their vessel clothing, and appear well dressed and well behaved:

44. FOOD OF THE VESSELS,

Mr. Osborne gives the following list ol stores carried by a Grand Bank cod schooner with a
crew of twelve men setting out for a three months’ cruise:

Beef e ieaociiieee barrels.. b Coffen. .. el pounds.. 15
POTE o e e eiemaaea go.... 1 Condensed milk (oans) o cov ovoveniranniranns dozen.. 4
Pige’ knnekles ..omoo oo e e do.... 1 Onions... .. ocovnoiiiiiiivienceccae coonabusbel.. 1
Butter .__._. R pounds-. 200 ; Potatoes ... ... aooiaiiiiao. do.... 1
Lard ceeaen o i i i do.-.. 150 Beans «ovu i i e barrel )
Flewr ... o e oiii i a--., balTe]R B Dried apples .. .. e ool i de.... 1
B0 o ir e e e eramee e many ey bashel.. 1} IHEA POBE «eer e caee emee e iamae eemaa e hashel . 1
LT T P do.... ¢ Essenco of lemon (bothles) -...coceel tuvens dogen.. 2
Indinn Medl «vvaee e ceveun reee ace ooee oo pounRds.. 20 Radsing vuveen cincesviersecerneencninon. bOXea. . 4
Hard-tack cTackerB,een s vece caeeaavo-e .- batrel.:  § Do 1) ] S pounds.. 2
Cotnestareh .. .. e aeiaaaes papers.. 1% T ORI 117" T
BRlerating. .o oo aiian i s e pounds.. & Mustard. ... cuoiceiiiicencciccccmen eooo.POUnds.. 2
Baking powder (packages) cavemaieneesou..dozen.. 4 Cloves v i vt i e s do.... 1
2027 RV DA TRy .1 ) T SRR | GInger - oot i e dp.... 2
Brown sagar ......ccv-icmaec oo coon - oo poUDds. . 350 Cassil ..o e, emnn do.... 1
Bolasses .. oo iiic i ameacr e ran barrel.. 1 U boxes.. 4
TO% oot viciames s aaeesenasanns —--.POURE., 20 Nubmegs .. oevovmn it i e s pound.. 4

In connection with Lis discussion of life on board the vessels, Mr. Osborne speaks of the manner
_in which these articles are prepared for the table. He writes: “From a glance at the list of provis-
ions it is evident that, in the hands of a good cook, there i3 no reasou why the crew should not be
provided with excellent fare, The table on board the vessel was very good indeed; the lack of
fresh provisions was felt, but the bread and the butter, and, in fuct, the fare generally, wag fax
bettersthan that of the Provinciuls in the ports where we landed, I wus surprised to find the
fishermen living so well, and spoke of it, agking if it were generally so. In answer to this I was
informed that on our vessel living was not better than the average, and that the crews of many
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vessels fared far hetier, since, fishing opon grounds closer e the shore, they had more freguont
chapees of gbtaining fresh provisions.® )

In former vears ishermen did net fare so well as ot present.  Uapl, Gideon Bowley, of Prov-
incatows, mado his fisst trip to the Grand Bank sbout the year 1828, in the schoouer Plant. He
gives the fallowing mecount of the provisions earried by the vessel, aud the roating of Life oo board
whils fishing on the Tank : «The schooner Plant was a topaai] schooner of 63 tous O, M., carrying
cight men and a bog-cook.  The provisions for three monibs congisted chiefly of the {llowing arti.
clex: 1 taryed of fowr, 1 barreet of beef, § bareel af pocl, 20 bushels of roeal, 16 buskels of potittoes;
beans, dried apples, 1 barvel of molasses, 1 Darrel of rons, 2 cords of wond fer nse in the firepluce,
awd 46 barrels of waler. Sometyoes {hey carvied no flour, and then the larder was aiways sopple-
mentad by two or thies barrels of raw. Fhe vessel had a large open fireplane in the foreeastle,
i which over » wood-fire the vooking was done.

# e dadly coutine of meals was av follows: Breakiust at 7.20 . m., cogsisting of brown bread,
fish chrowder, rad toa and enffee, awertoned with melasses,  Whean thero was 5o fish the chewder was
replaced by a dish ealled ‘smotherstion,” conposed 8t potatoss and galt heel. Dinnesat 12, Webad
samctimes sougs, either mude of salf beat with rice in it, pea soop ar been soup.  Nothing under
heaven but bolled beans. Brown bread, boiled potatoces, boiled beef twiee 2 weel, Wednesdays
and Susdays {when thers was beef enough).  Wheu there was no fish on the table there was sowe-
thing sise, sueh ag corned fsh sud yotatoes, or fried fish. Supper at 6: brown bread apd the fish
or whatevas else was left over from dinper” -

Capt. Chaster Mare gives the &tlowing descripiion of the thre on board the fisbing vessels of
Gloucester abont 1ha year 1830 $The Gloueester flest nombered ahout fifty boats, most of thew
*Chebacvce boats® or ‘dog-bodies’ and piukies. The maanver of living on board of the veasels
wag very simple; the food wak mostly fisk, no mest at alf, and vo 26ft bread ; no butber nor sugar,
noy knife or fork unfess we narried them vuresives. Eoch man had a pan and » mug. We had
Black fea boiled in ap irow kettle. We bad our food i one tin pan, and each man had 2 spoos
ang we'd all sit ‘rownd and cul cur vietuals ot of it, We nsed {0 make our own matehes ont of
pine wood and solphny, 1 shall never forget the first timea | went to the Bay of Baint Lawretes.
Ater 1 wend ois bosrd T asked the shipper bow Jong bo had taken stores fir; he answered, for
about four maothe. When | got 4 chanee 1 went down fute the kold to see what ha had, and this
was what I fonnd: 24 barrels of molassca, 14 barrels of hard hread, 3 hacrel of salt beed, § barrel
of pork; rice, potatues, bBeans, pepper, and chocolatn, |

» This was for four wosths, We ueed to boll our chocolate with rice, in o port of pudding. 1
us¥ar 53w 5 bit of sugar on vessels for years—-nothing bot molasses. The whole cutfit d4id not
cost $200. We lived jint so to bome as we did on board of the vessels, pretty much”

Tha fiskermon of former days employed, & cook, 8 boy &f from twelve to sixteen yearn, whase
pay waa almost pothing,  Obp Ewopean fishing vessely the practice of haviog a oy for vool is siill
aniversal, The cook of New Togland vossels af the present day, en the contrary, is ope of the
most important wen on boaed ; with the singlo exception of the captaisn, be is the best paid man on
the vessed, anid s often given a <lay ™ that makes his remuncration quite egnal to that of the gkip-
per.  Heis therefore expeeted to ba o skillinl ecok 20@ 4 generally eapdble and reliabls man, and
to hit is wsnally introsted the responsible duty of suming the guantity of the provisions which be
which ba seleats and tales au board for vay given eraise.

ARl the memwbers of a schooner’s vrow, from the captain to the amaliest boy {if any boys are
sarried], ast st the one table, sud fave precisely alike, The sook slpost always decides what he
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shall prepare for each mecal, and if he be well gualified for his work the dishes are anfficiently
nutnerons and varied to suit any bnt the most fastidious appetifo.

Salted or corned meats are vow always carried, though most vessels ou leaving port rake more
or less fresh meat, und some which are engaged in market fishing have more fresh meat thap any
other kind. Hard bread is rarely or never used, except to make puddings. The “soft tack”
made on the fishinyg vessels often eqnals in excellence the best bread that can be obtained on shore.
Canued milk, eggs, frait, und other delieacies are ofien carried.

There eun be no gnestion that fiskermen, ordivarily, are provided with much better food than
the people of the same class engaged in shore pursuits, To the improvement in the food ix per-
haps doo the greater longevity of the Gshermen, and the long period duaring wlich they may be
avtively engaged in a sea-faring life.  The changes in the manner of fitding ous the fishing vessels
have been slow. It is said fuat the Marblehead and Beverly fishermen began the iunova
tions by carrying extra supplies of provisions, the property of individual members of the crew.
Sometimes every man would have his own butter tub and can of sugar on bourd.,  Gloucester has
always taken the lead in improving the food of its fishermen, and, as early as 1874, vessels wore fitted
out from that port in much the sume manner as at the present time,  The introduction of canned pro-
visions Lias been of great importance to the fishermen, and, of course, there is dissatisfuction at the
chunge ou the part of many of the older meu, who think that their snceeessors areindulging in need-
less luxury, aud also ou the part of some of the fitters upon whom falls a portion of the inercasein
the expense; such articles as wilk and eggs are, however, paid for by the crew. There is, of
sourse, some fonndation for the feeling that the profits of the business are decreased by this more
expensive style of living, but it is also true that men of the better class would not be willing to
submit to the privations and hard fare endured by their predecessors.

The shrewdest fishery capifalists have satisfied themselves by experiment and observation
that it is to their interest to provide their vessels with good provisions and a good cook, and to
keep their vessels in the best of order generally, since by these means they secure good o,
who are coutented to remain in their service. Those firms in Gloucester which bave a reputation
for liberality have no difficulty in securing any men whom thiey may desire to have in their service.

One of the most striking ¢hanges is that ardent spirits are no longer sopplied as a part of the
outhit of the vessel, The history and significance of this change is discussed elsewhere.

On some of the smaller vessels of the New lingland coast. such us those employed in the shore
tisheries of Maine, and wany of the Loston market boats, the fure is probably little better than i
the olden times. Some of the vessels aro eorrespondingly antiquated in their rigging and cutfit, and
the fishermen retain many of the characteristies which have been referred to fu connection with the
offshore fishermen of olden days. The fishermen of France still live in the old way. Qur vessels
on the Grand Bauk are sometimes boarded by the crews of the French bankers, whao loek upon
them much as the hungry school hoy looks wpon the baker's skop.  They eagerly ask for s0ft bread,
which they constder a luxury.

The American fishermen undoubtedly fare better than any other class of sea-faring men, except,
perbaps, the officers of marchant vessels.

) 45, DISEASES AND LONGEVITY.

DISEASES OF FISHERMEN,—The most common diseagses amaong the fishermen of Gloucester are
consumption, rheumatism, typhoid fever, and dyspepsia; but the purce air which the men breathe
nnd their active lives save them from many of the ailments which are cominon upoL shore. As
might naturally be expeoted from the exposure to which they are subjected, consumption is the
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most prevalent disease, but since they are well fed this digease is mueb less common than would be
sopposed. Aun expericneed physician of Gloucester says that consumption is espeeially prevalent
among youny men under thirty-five years of age.

Colds are somewhat prevalent in severe weather, though many fishermen have the idea that

if they go to sea with a cold it will disappear as soon as they get out of sight of land,
- The occurrence of dyspepsia is accounted for, by one who knows, in the following manner:
“Tishermen eat from three to five meals 2 day, and mug up between meals whengver they can get
a chance, and in rongh weather, when they are gettinug no exercise, they frequently eat a heaxty
meal and lie dowre immediately; this injndicious course results in many eases in chromie indi-
gestion.” ]

Rheumatism frequently results from exposure to cold and wet, and men who are engaged in
packing fish in ice arc especially liable to this complaint,

As is always the case on shipboard, there is much irregularity, and bowel complaints aro very
prevalent; and this also has its effect upon (bhe health of the men. The dissipation inte which
some of the crews plonge when upon land has an injurious effect upon their constitutions, and
breaks down many stroug men,

Cases of nervons exhanstion are not at all uncommon, especially among skippers snd fisher-
men who are ambitious for promotion or to become wealthy. This is particalarly ocbservable in the
halibut fishery, in which the skipper, while making passages to and from the Gshing grounds, is
constantly watchful and wakeful for many days and nights, and sometimes does not remove his
clothing for many days. The immoderate use of tobaceo is believed, in some cases, to have aggra-
vated the effects of such over-exertion. Strong young men, in this way, break themselves down in
the course of three or four years, so that they are obliged to turn their attention to less arduous
branches of the fisheries. The eustorn prevalent among cod fishermen on George’s of fishing night
and day in order to be “high line,” or first in success among their shipmates, is also wearing
in the extreme, and does not fail to tell upon the constitutions of those who practice it. The
exhausting character of the halibut fisheries, indeed of the winter fisheries generally, may be
jndged of from the fact that men over forty-five years of age rarely engage in them except as
masters of vessels, young bleod apnd strong limbs being necessary; and those who have not sueceeded
in attaining to the dignity of skipper before reaching that sge, having become exhausted by the
arduous labors, seek either some other hrawch of the figheries in which there is less hardship, or
some employment on shore.

Mepromwes.-—Al the first-class Gloncester fishing vessels carry medicine chests, but the judi-
cions use and proper coudition of these depend upon the skipper, who usually administers any
remedies which may be needed. These medicine chests are fitted up by reliable druggists in
Gloncester, especially for the needs of the fishermen, and are accompanied by a book of instrre-
tions, by the aid of which any intelligent man can preseribe for the diseases to which fishermen
are liable. Aperients, cathartics, purgatives, salves, and liniments are the remedies most fre-
quently called for, Next to those come expectorants and other congh medicines, The only surgi-
cal instrument which accompanies the outfit is the lancet.*

“ A typical medicine-chest was exhibited in the American sections at the International Fishery Exhibitions of
Berlin and London. Xt is described in the catalogue aa follows:

FISHEEMAN'S MEDICINE-CHEST.—TLis chest is filied and ready for use, The contenta are: 1, sulphur; 2, ereamln
of tartar; 3, epenm salts; 4, arrow-root; 5, chamomile flower ; 6, flax-seed; 7, fax-seed meal; o, biearbonate of soda;
9, Turner's cerata; 10, wercurial ointmest; 11, basilicon ointment; 12, gimple vintment ; 13, glyeerine ointment; ]:49
extract of paregoric;. 15, extract of vitriol; 16, landanum; 17, Fryars bslsam; 18, essenco of peppermint; 19, spirite
of niter; 30, baleam copaiba; 21, sulphuric ether; 22, syrup of squills; 23, soap liniment ; 24, spirite of lavender; 5,
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MARINE HOSPITALS.—There Is no provision for the reception of invalided fishermen into
hospitals. Vessels sailing under a fishing license pay no hospital dues, and so far as we can learn
bave no hospital privileges. In early eclonial days New England fishing vessels were obliged to
econiributo to the gupport of the Greenwich Hospital in England, but this abuse was remedied in
1760 upon the representations of Mr, Tairfax, collector of Salem.*

The hoapital at Halifax, Nova Scotia, uffords a refuge to our fishermen such as they eannot
find in an¥ of enr own ports.

DISEASES OF WIIALEMEN AND BEALERS.—Seurvy appears to be the commonest disease among
the erews of whaling vessels. This is caused by au exeess of salt in their {ood, and rsually begins
to show itself about six or eight months after the vessel has left the home port. The principal
symnptoms of scurvy among the men belonging to the South Sen whaling vessels is in the swelling
vp and sofiening of the limbs of the suffercr. This disease affiects the crews of whalers in the
Arctie 8eas in a very different way, the limbs of the sufferers turning hlack and shriveling in size.
Seurvy often leaves sequelme which render the victims lame for life,

The venereal disease i oot unnsual ou whalers for a few months after a stay in port: This
ttisease 18 rarely met with among the crews of the fishing vessels.

Tho sealing erews from Stonington and New London engaged in the eapture of fur seals and
sea elephants in the Aptarctie, abourt Cape Horn, and in the Southern Indian Ocean, are suliject to
diseuse from exposare, and, worst of all, they are afflicted with scurvy, A veterao sealer tells us
thiat in all Lis exporience Lie never had his ecrew sufter from scarvy, because he required them to
subsist largely on geal meat, which he eonsiders a sure preventive of thuat disease,

In cases of sickness on board of whaling vesscls the captain sand mate have charge of the sick.
Medicine chests are earried, usually larger than thoze on the Gloucester fishing vessels, and the
patients are preseribed for by the aid of av accompanyivg book, which containg instractions
snffigiently explicit to enable any man of intelligence to treat such sicknesses as ordjnarily afiliet
mnen at seq.

LoneEVITY..—In former days, when the mackerel fishery was eacried on by hand lining, it
was not infrequent for boys to begin their fishing life at ten or twelve years of age, und two or
three such were usually found on every mackere] vessel; but at preseut boys are rarely shipped
until they have attained 1:} manly stature and the age of ffeen or sixteen. A smart young man
of American parentage is likely to have woen his position as master before lie is twenty-five years

spirits of eamphor; 26, apivits of hartshorn; 27, tinetnre of rhubatl ; 29, tinctura of hark ; 99, wine of antimony ; 30,
merenrisl selution ; 31, muriatic tinetore of iton ; 32, Beidlitz mixture ; 33, castor-oil ; 34, purging pil’s; 35, g arabic;
36, blue pills; 37, opivm pills; 32, fover powders; 39, calomel aud jalap ; 40, Dover's powders ; 41, quinine ; 42, ipscac;
43, calomel; 44, tincture of myrrh; 45, thubarh 46, maguesiag 47, Peruvian bavk; 47 fartar emetic; 44, powdered
eulwbs; 50, uitrate of potash; 51, sngar of lend ; 52, white vitriol; 53, blne vitriol; 64, tartarie asid; 55, red precipi-
tabe; 86, ahoe; 67, gom eawphor; 58, lodids of peiash; BY, lunar caustic; B2, laneet; (8, syringe; 64, the Mariner's
Medical Guide. (Honcester, dasg,, 1530, :

* November 7, 1723.—A letter from the Goneral Conrt to their agent, Francis Wilkcs, in London, contains this
pagsage: * Ever since the ax upon scamen called the six-penny dnty for Greenwich Hospital haus been required hews
there has beep some uneasiness, but of late it has ineressed very mueh npon the demanad of it from fishing vessels
that ge omt a fishing and many times return at night, and nover £o to any other port, but retorn into tho harbors of
Marhichead, Salem, Glonovste,” &o. Shortly Licfore this time, William Fairfax, collector of Balem, summoned some
of our fishermien for non-compliance with the ¢cunstom. Buits againet them were abated in our conrts. Mr. Fairfax
sent a representation of the matter to the British avthoritics. No” further demand of the Lind was wade for the
hospital money to 1760, sy a Beston Gazette of that yesr certifies. Fell’s Amials of Salem, vol. #, 2d ed., p. 217.

+ Mr. William Abbott, of Reckport, Mass., 44 years old, is very active and smart. He freguently goes ont in Lis
dory flabing, and into the woods nearly every day to bring ont hie burden of fire-wood.—Cape Ann Advertiser, Aptu

15, 188L
, Capt. John Paine EHavender, of Provincetown, has made fifty-eight voyages to the Grand Bank.—Gloucester

Telegraph, April 16, 1870,
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old, anl in seme instances by the time he ia eighteen years of age. A man who has not becomwe a
skipper by the time he is forty-five years old is usually thrown out of the more arduous fisheries and
seeks emaployment in thore requiring less exposore and fatigne.  Skippers, especially those engaged
in the mackerel and summer-market fisherios, often retain their positions uptil they have attained a
ripe old age: Capt, Chester Marr, for instance, over seventy ycars of age, and a great-grandfather,
is still actively engaged in the summer fisheries, and Capt. King Harding, of Bwampscott, who is
nne of the most successful masters in the well-known Swampscott market fleet, still holds his promi-
nent position. It very frequently occurs, however, that a skipper after reaching middle age engages
in some more lucrative employinent on shore, If he has been snfficiently fortunate in his career
as a fisherman to have laid np the necessary amount of eapital he may become a vessel-fitter;
otherwise he is likely to take some responsible position on shore in connection with the curing or
packing of fish. It is estimated that not over 12 per cent. of the skippers of the Gloucester fleet
are over fifiy years of age. This is rather an exeeptional ease, for the fisheries of Gloucester
are more arduous than those of other places. At Irovincetown and seme other ports there is
& much larger percentage of elderly men in command of the vessels and ameng the crews. In
talking with several elderly fisking captains of Provineetown we have gained the impression that
the career of activity and nsefulnhess is much lobger now among fishermen than it was at the
beginning of the present century. The Provineetown fisheries are not especially laberious or peril-
ous, yet we are told that fifty years ago a man forty-five years old was considered aged and only fit to
#it around ot shore and chop kindling wood and perform other homsehold tasks, while now a man
of forty-five is regarded as in his prime. This, of course, nay readily hé accounted for by the diffar-
ence in the character of the gecommodations on shipboard and the better quality of the food which
is now provided® As regards the actnal longevity of men who have cuggaged for the whole or part
of their lives in the fislierieg it is probably not less than that of men engaged in any other outdoor
pursuits. In Gloucester one mmay find dozens of hearty old men who have spent thirty or forty years
at sea, and similar instances way be found among the whaling captaing of New Bedford and Prov-
incetown; aud espeeially is this true in the ease of the retired fishing eaptains of Maine, of whom it
is (I comnon saying among their associates that they never die until some one kills them.” Even
in Naotueket roay still be found many veterans of the whale fishery so many years ago discontinued.
Of course, in considering these facts, we must bear in mind that the gbneral average of longevity
hag much decreased in corsequence of so many flshermen having lost their lives by accident in the
period of their greatest vigor and Liealth.

468. THE FINANCIAT. PROFITS,

DIVISION OF PROFITS.—In another section the manner in which the fishing vessels are fitted
out is discnssed, and the business arrangement or “lay?” according to which the expenses of the
outfit ave divided and the proceeds of the years work distributed- Here it is only necessary to
speak of the manner in which the fishermen are affected by these varions business arrangements
and of their personal relations to the fishery capitalist,

The more extensive and more profitable the fishery, the more necessary and natural is the
divisiou of the persons engaged in carrying them on into two classes—the capitalists and the
fishermae, -

*1n {he opinion of Capt. Gideon Bowlay, of Provineetown, u his yonihk men got nnscrviesable for sea afver they
pot 1o forty-five years, and were thought old meu. A man after forty-five conld not get a berth on Renk vessels, Now
they go up to sixty. After forty-five he staid ai home, wade fish apd tended lobster pots. Capt, Bowley attributes
this partly to the use of lignor. He has been on the Grand Bank when the vesssl carried two barrels of Medford, wms
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Prior to 1840 almost all the fishing vessels of New England were owned in large part by the
firshermen themselves. In 1850, in the larger ports, iike Gloucester, Portland, and Provincetown,
the control of the vessels passed to a great extent into the haunds of capitalists, or owners, as
they are called. In the smaller ports, including most of those on the coast of Maine and Connecti-
cut, the fishing vessels are still owned almost entirely by the fishermen themselves. In the whal-
ing fleet the change has not been so radieal. As might be supposed, this fishery has almoat
always been under the control of capitalists. The outlay for boilding and provisioning vessels so
targe and so long absent from port is ordinarily beyond the means of men who are willing to undergo
the hardships of the fishery!

At present, the majority of the vessels engaged in the Grand Bank cod fishery, hailing from
Provincetown, Plymonth, Beverly, and the ports of Maine, as well as many of those from Glouces-
ter, are manned chiefly by fishermen who are hired by the trip or paid monthly wages. In all the
other fisheries the crew, as a rule, * go upou shares,” receiving at the end of the seasou (but in
(HNonrester, and occasionally in other poris, st the end of the irip) a specified propertion of the
proceeds {rom the sale of the vessel’s catch.

The universal adoption of this practice in Gloucester has had the effect of drawing from other
porés many of the most capable of their fishermen. These men prefer to realize at once the amount
which they have earned rather than to wait until the cnd of the season, becoming indebted to the
capitalists for the supplieg needed by themselves and families, thus placing themselves somewhat

" at the merey of these men if they choose to be exacting. Thia is espeeially the case with the
younger men, who want théir money as fast as they earn it.

FISHERMEN’S EARNINGS.—The statistics of the Gloucester fisheries for 1879 show that the
ayerage earnings of each fisherman amounted to #1753, This amonnt, however, is below the aver-
age annual earnings, and dees Dot give a fair idea of the amount that ean be earned by a man in
a year, or of the amount that is ordinarily earned by a suceessful fisherman.

In the “T'isherman’s Memorial and Record Book” may be found the record of a large namber
of “big trips” in the George’s mackerel and haddock fisheries. In many inetances the share of
each member of the erew is mentioned. In the Grand Bank halibut fishery for salt fish, in one
instance, the vessel was absent twelve weeks, and the crew shared $286 each. In another, after
five months’ absence, £326; in another, after fourteen weeks, 8257 each.

Allusion is also made to “big trips” in the fresh-halibut fishery on the Banks, Inone instance
the “high line,” or most successful of the erew, realized $1,300 as bhis share of the year’s stock; in
another each of the crew shared $858. On a single trip in 1871 the crew shared $213 each, being
absent five weeks, and on another, oceupying nine weeks, $363. In another instance, on a trip of
thirty-four days, $236; iz another of twenty days, 8171; in another of fonr weeks, $161.

The largest amount made by one man on a George’s trip is recorded at $243. These trips
occapy from two to three weeks. Other instances are given where these trips yielded $125 to
$160. The largest season’s share mentioned was in 1865, when the ‘high line” made in the year
41,105, and the cook $1,402.

Mzch larger average shares have been made by successful mackerel men. Several instances
are mentioned in which the * high-liner’s” share ranged from $260 to &570 for a snmmer’s work.

In the haddock fishery, ocenpying four or five months of the winter season, instances are men-
tioned where the erew shared from $377 to $560 each.

Tt should be stated that in all of these instances the profits of the akipper of the vessel, includ-
ing captain’s eommission, are usually deable the share of any wmember of the crew.

It will be seen, also, that men engaging in sumwer ip the mackerel fishery, and in winter
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in the haddock fishery, have an opportunity of making a yearly profit considerably larger than
those mentioned.

The various cases just cited are, however, extraordinary ones, and the fishermen were re-
garded as unasnally fortunate. A capable fisherman, with ordivury success, engaging in fishing
ut all seasons of the year, Rlionld make at least from %300 to $500. It is probable that the fisher-
men of those New England ports which do not engage in the winter fisheries do not, as a rule, make
more than half as mueh.

The profits of the labors of the shore or boat fisherman are generally wmuch less. In the
winter shore fisherics of Provincetown, in some seasons, the fishermen pay out more for bait than
the fish which they cateh are worth, The price of clan bait af that port is &6 per barrel, aund,
siuee o barrel will Jast a dory only two days it is cvident that their fishing mnst be nniformly sue-
cesstul to insure them the slightest profit.

CREDIT 8vsTEM.—In many fishing ports the fisbhermen Lbecome largely in debt fo the men who
supply ithem with boats, and provisions needed by their famities while they are fishing, and they
are often obliged to Iabor coder considerable disadvantages. There is little evidence, however,
that the eapitalists are to blame for this, since they are gnite as dependent upon the vicissitrles of
the fisheries as the men to whom they supply the means of -carrriug on the actnal work,

MARBLEREAD FISTERMEN in 1834.—The financial condition of the fishermen of Marblebead
in 1334 was deseribed by a correspondent of the Marblehead Gazette, as {ollows:

# 1 promiged to lay betore your readers the reasons why fishermen ot this town are unable to
miin mote than a bare subsistence by means of their laborious and dingerous oecupation. Many
of the yonng fishermen are addicted to gambling and other bad habits which rednee their cirenm-
stanees. Not so with the older ones; they are an industrious and p ersevering class of men who
endeavor, by all the means in their power, to gain a livelibood and be independent. These mén
have many obstacles to conteud against Dbesides those common to us all; they bave to eontend
ngniust 1lwe speculators on fish; these men often get the fish for one-third part leas than they are
wortih, on aceonnt of theiv combining themselves aud frightening some one of the shoresmen with a
story respecting the low price fish will shortly stand at; or perhaps the shoresman is interested, and
ean make more money by selling part of the fish in his possession, thereby setting & stapdard price
for others to scll at, und shortly after purchasing directly or indirectly the remainder and then
speculating upon it. They also have to contend against enormous prices levied upon stores and
provisions of aldl kinds for themselves whilc at sea, and their families at howe. These, sir, arc the
eiuses why e fisherinen of Marblehead are always poor. Tt is easily seen that if the speculator
ix gnecessiul i establishiog his price that the fishermen will fare but pooriy, as the speculator will
not be couteuted with a small profit i he can have u larger one. I therefore advise the fishermen
of this and all other {owns to form societies for the purpose of protecting themselves, It is not
a hard matter for them to gain the aseendency, if they keep a bright eye to windward, and do not
trust A, B, awd C with the mavagement of their affairs.”
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47. OFFICERS AND DISCIPLINE ON FISHING AND WHALING VESSELS.

THE SETPPER AND EIS DUTIES.—The fishing vessels of New England have practically only
8 single officer, the “master” or “skipper,” familiarly known to the erew as the “old man” On
some Cape Cod vessels, and also on some from the coast of Maiue, one of the crew is kuown as the
«first hand,” and is recognized ag the person left in charge during the captain’s absence, thongh
he otherwise has no autherity. The skipper has the entire responsibility of the management of
the vessel, and has absolute vontrol of her movements. In the Gloucester fleet, and, with the
exception already mentioned, ail along the eoast, the crew are on a footing of abwelute equality,
and, in case of accident to the skipper, some one is selected by common consent to tuke command
doring the remainder of the voyage. The skipper has ne anthority except that whichgis personal
inflaence gives him and the deference which men aceustomed to control instinetively command.
He must be a natural leader, and generally gifted with superior intellect and tact, in order to get
along with the crew, there being no special laws like those in the marine service, which give L.
authority over hix men. In cases of insubordination he must bave recoursa to his pliys® . .
strength. If he caunot sustain bimself in this manner, his influence over the erew is gone. T .ere
have been many instances of vessels, commanded by the most skillful skippers of Glounecester,
having been compelled to return home without com pleting their trip on account of insnbordination,
which the skipper could not overcome. SKippers naturally hesitate to come into persenal conflict
with their men, because by so doing they render themselves Hable to arrest for assault and
battery. The skipper is in every respect on an equality with the inembers of his crew, except
when he is directing them in some kind of work, and the commands are useally given more in the
form of a request than of an order. The cubin in which the captain sleeps apd lives is shared by
the crew, & part of whom sleep there, while all of them sare at liberty to use it as a sittiug.room
when they choose; the skipper and the entire crew eat togethier in the forecastle.

DISCIPLINE.—An excellent idea of the discipline on the Grand Buank cod vessels is given by
the observations made by Mr. Osborne, in another part of this report.

On the whaling ships a strict system of organization is maintained similar to that in the mer-
chant warine, except that it is even more formal and severe. Tho captain and lLis officers are
secluded from the rest of the crew, occupying another part of the ship and eating by themselves.
The. captain has absolute control over his men, and is assisted in maintaining this control by his
officers, of whom there are always from five to seven. The manner in which the whale ships are
officered will be described elsewhere. On the sealers a similar system of discipline is kept up,
though it is less formal, the vessels being smaller and the crew, gince they are picked men and
ususlly of American birth, are naturally more upon terms of equality.

It is éasy to understand how the present system of officering the fishing vessels has grown up.
The fisheries have grown in importance and the vessels have increased in size, while the customs
of previous centuries bave remained unchanged. Men who were neighbors on land and were en-
gaged in the shore tigheries together would bave no need of special efficers or of gpecial systems of
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discipline. They fished on terms of perfect equality, and frequently any one of them was equally
competent to take charge of the vessel in ease of neeessity. It is probable that in the early days
of the New England fisheriea vessels were often fitted out for the fisheries without the form of
selecting any one to take charge, This, of course, could be the case only with very small vessels. As
vessels increased io size, it became necessary for gome one to be designated as the leader, but since
it was nsually the cage that many or all of the erew owned shares in the vessel the position was
not one of undivided responsibility. The position of master was often kept ap simply to fulfill the
requirements of the law, and the person occupying the position had no more actual authority than
any other man on beard. Traces of the old manuner of doing things may still be found on vessels
from some of the smaller New England ports. The Swampscott vessels, for instance, are to the
present day usually owned by several members of the crew, and the master holds his position more
a3 a matter of form and honor than on aceount of any partienlar respongibility which he agsnmes.
Sometimes each member of the crew owns a share in the vessel in which he ships. Many of the
Cape Cod vessels are managed in very much the same wauy. The captain always has aesociated
with him two or three ¢ sharesmen” who are members of the crew. These men usually own a part
of the vessel or, at least, assume a part of the responsibility of fitting her out with stores and ap-
paratus for a voyage. If they are not possessed of sufficient capital to assume this position en their
own responsibility, they are supplied with capital by the actual fitter of the vessel, and the posi-
tion is maintained in a fctitions manner. The ¢ gsharesmen” are, as & rule, unable to advance the
money, and they are conseqnently obliged to obtain the fittings on credit from the capitalists or
“owner,” who undertakes the financial responsibility of the voyage.

In Gloncester and other large ports the inflnence of the old traditions is seen in the condition
of the discipline on the fishing vessels. The members of the crew seldom have any pecuniary -
interest in the success of the voyage, other than their share from the sales of the fish. The ma-
jority of the skippers likewise are not directly interested in the vessel which they command, except
so tar as their share and percentage on the stock are concerned.

The fishermen have so little responsibility and interest in the vessel that they are accnstomed
to leave her whenever they choose. Some of the fishermen seldom make two trips on the same
vessel, and it is not uncommon for parts of the crew to abandon their vessel when ghe is on the
point of leaving port on & fishing voyage, even after the sails have been spread for departure. The
success of fishing trips is occasionally materially injured by members of the crew leaving a vessel
when she is obliged to tonch at other ports during the progress of her voyage. The crew, under
such circumstances, have the master of the vessel very much at their merey, for it is against the
Iaw of the United States for a vessel to leave any of the crew ashore in a foreign port nntil they
have been absent more than twenty-four hours, and they cannot therefore be considered as
deserters. The master has but a limited power to compel his crew to remain on board, and they
sometimes take advantage of this fact by going ashore at will, saying that if the master leaves
them on shore he is liable to the penalty of the law.

The character of the master’s authority has been already explained, but he is not supported
in this by law. His only legal hold upon the movements of the men, when the vessel is at anchor
in the harbor, is his power over the boats belonging to the vessel. These are the property of the
owners and in his charge, and men taking them without leave may be proseeuted for sfealing.
Abont the year 1877 Capt. Dennis Murphy was prosecuted for damages by two of his crew, whom
he had left ashore at Liverpool, Nova Scotia. They were not snccessful in their suit; the captain
proved that they had taken one of the veszel’s dories without leave and were therefore guilty of
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theft. Notwithstanding the fact that they were unsuccessful, the suit cost the captain a large
sum, probably more than his profits for the entire voyage, in addition to his loss of time.

Snch instances of disobedience as the one referred to above are moxt liable tv veeur daring the
absence of the master from the vessel, He is, of course, obliged to attend fo business upen the
land, and, since he has 1o one o board to whom he can delegate lis authority, the vessel is left
withont authority to enforce discipline.

The crew are supposed to sign shipping papers when they join the vessel, though many
masters ship their crews withont any formality whatever. These shipping papers, when signed,
usmally attach some penalty to absence from duty without leave, but the utmost penal{y that can
be inflicted is one whick, within tbe memory of man, has never been enforced—that the fisher-
man’s share in the proceeds of the trip shall be forfrited.

In cases where the American consuls at foreign ports have been appealed to for assistanee in
controlling an unruly crew, they have stuted plainly that they had no autherity in the matter.
The difference in this respect between the fishing and wlaling vessels is too evident to require
comment. A severer system of discipline is necdful no less at sea than on shore. Muany of the
fishing vessels are absent from two to six montlrs, with crews of from ten to twenty five men. It
cannot be otherwise than that frequent neecessity should arise for the exercise of anthority to
quell insubordination and to enferce proper attention to duty.

It is evideant, from a consideration of the abowe facts, that there iz need of 2 reform in the
methods of officering the fishing vessels of the United States and maintaining discipline on board
of them. On the smaller vessels the demand for a change of this sort ‘may not be so stresuocus,
but even in these a different system of orgasization could result in 1o harm.

NEEDFUL BREFORMS.—In the opinion of many of the most experienced fisbing masters and
fishery eapitalists of Gloncester and other ports, the following changes would seem to boe extremely
desirable:

{1) More care in the selection of masters of fishing vessels. They should ot only be reqnired
to pass an examination in seanranship and navigation, their proficicucy to be attested and signed
by a board of examiners, as in the ease of the merchant marine, but. they should be selected with
reference to their good judgwent, prudence, and bumanity. Mere ability to obtain good “fares” of
fish by some sort of haphazard luek shounld not be regarded as a sufficient recorumendation for a
man to whom are to be intrusted the lives of a number of men, and property worth several throu-
sand dollars. The skippers of Gloucester vessels are frequently selected for no other reason than
because they are supposed te have good lnck, or, as the fshermen express it, becanse they are
«killers.” Luck of this sort is, of course, but little to be relied upon, and in the long run such men
are perhapa less successful than their rivals who are gkillful and observant.

{2) Bince the needs of the fishing vessels are at the present day not very different from those
employed in the the whaling and merchant marine, it seems evident that there should be more than
oneofficer. There should be a mate, or first officer, whe should share the responsibilities of the cap-
tain. He shonld have authority in the absence of the captain, and tn case of accident to the latter
should at once take charge of the vessel. This man should, of course, be subject to examination,
like the captain, or, at any rate, should give ¢vidence to the proper persons of Lis ability to perform
the duties of hir office. The creation of a grade of subordinate officers among the fishermen would
undoubtedly bave a good effect upon the whole body of men engaged in the pursait. The number
of responsible positions wonld be doubled, and the responsibility placed upen these men would
render them more sedate and reliable. They would be recognized as in the line of promotion, and

their offorts to improve themselves wounld be greatly stimulated. The advantage to the fishery

)
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capitaliste also would be very great, since they wounld be able to supply vacancies in the list of
skippers from men who had been systematically trained for the position, instead of being obliged
to select untried men at random from among the crews. At present the only means by which the
owner can select a skipper for one of his vessels is zpon the recormmendation of some other skipper
with whom he has sailed, and every one knows how little valne such recommendations erdinarily
POBSEES.

{3) The enactment or the confirmation of laws by which the relations between the crew, the
skipper, and the owners shall be clearly defined. It is the common belief that the same laws
apply to the fishing vessels that are in force with respeet to merchanf veasels. Even if this be the
case, the question of law is but little eonsidered by the fishermen in-the discipline on board of a
fishing vessel. The officers should be supported in the necessary measures which they may take
to quel! insubordination or mutiny and .to prevent disorderly conduct, the same rights being recog-
nized as in the case of merchant vessels. The crews should be obliged to sign shipping papers in
regular form, and these papers should be regarded as legal coutracts, and means for their enforce-
ment shonld be provided; this, too, without the necessity of protracted and expensive law guits.
American consuls in foreign ports shouid be instructed to aid the masters of vessels in controlling
disorderly men. Such a provision as the last one wonld have an important effect in controlling
the acts of crews in provineial ports. It is now possible for two or three of the crew, by drunk-
enness aond disorder, to neutralize the well-meant efforts of all their associates and prevent the
sncceas of the voyage.

{4) The investment of the officers of the vessel with a greater amount of dignity. It is, of
course, impossible on board a fishing vessel to maintain the same kind of exclusiveness which pre-
vails on a merchant vessel or a whaler. The number of officers is less, aud the mature of the
employment prevents all ceremony. At the same time it is within the power of the officers, by
their personal bearing, to prevent familiaritieg on the part of the crew, and thereby greatly to
increase their own influsnce. :

Such provision for the maintenance of discipline on board of the vessels are especially neces-
sary in a port like Gloucester, where the fishermen are of different nationalities and are often men
who have been unable to hold their own in other ports on acconnt of their notoricusly bad char-
acters. A considerable percentage of the fishermen of Gloucester resemble, more than those of
any other American fishing port, the ordinary sailors, thongh far anperior to the average men who
compose the crews of merchant and whaling vessels.

SABINE ON DIRCIPLINE OF FISHERMEN.—The following words, written by Sabine in 1852,
and referring more particularly to the Labrador cod fishery, are none the less applicable at the
present time, and to all branches of the fisheries of the United States:

“The selection of a master is » point 8o impertant to owners that a word upon his qualifica-
tions will not be amiss. - Besides all the responsibilities at sea which devolve upo:i a master in the
merchant servics, he has cares and anxieties which are unknown to that branch of maritime
adventure, His passage Leing safely made, the master of the merchantman is relieved by the
counsel and assistance of the owner or consignee. But it is not so with the master of the fishing
vessel, During the period deveted to fishing hig labor is arduous in the extreme, and, come what
will, in the desolate and distant regiona which he visits his own gagacity and pradence are his -
only reliance. If, as not unfrequently happens, he be so unfortnnate as to have among his crew
two or three refractory spirits who seek to poison the minds of all the rest; if others, who boasted
toudly, before sailing from home, how well and gnickly they could use the splitting-knife, or how
true and even-handed they were in distributing the salt, prove too ignorant to be trusted; or if

. .
i
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every man under his charge, without Leing dogged or incapalbile, is still of xo leaden a mold as to
remain immovable ander promises of bounty or promotion, tliese difficulties must be but new
inducements to use extraordinary personal exertions and {o preserve his reputation at the expense
of his health and strecgth. * Even if there are none of these embarrassments to eontend witly, his
ordinary employments require an iron frame and an uncongquerable resolation. N

& A frioud whbo has seldom failed to aceomplish what he has nndertaken, and whose life has been
full of daring enterprises, has often assured me that while on the Labrador shore his duty and the
tear of making a ‘broken’ voyage kept him awake and at bis post full twenty hours every day
throughout the time employed in taking fish. ¢ Once,’ said be, ‘I was deceived by every mau that
I had on Loard my vessel, my mate alone excepted. Each shipped, as is usual, to perform =« par-
ticular service, and each boasted of his accomplishments in catching, dressing down, or salting
away; but there was neither a good bostman, an adroeit splitter, nor & safe salter among them all. My
sitnation was painfui enough. I was interested in the loss or gains of the voyage, and was too poor
and too young in command 1o bear the consequences of returning without & full fare; and, besides, I
was never good at aceounting for bad luck, and felt that it was far easier for me, even under these
untoward cirenmssanees, to fill my vessel than*to explain to every one who would guestion me at
home a8 to the causes of my failure, and the result of the matter was that I got as many fish per
ton and per mau as any vessel that I met oo the coast.” ‘Another season,” says the same friend,
‘while in the West India trade, I was disappointed in obtaining a carge, and was compelled to go
to Labrador or hanl my schooner up. I was too restless to be idle and resolved wpon fishing. It

"was three weeks too late, and, on attempting to ship a crew, I found that ne good men were to be
had, and that I must take raw Irishmen, and a drunkuard for & mate,

«:The chances, as yon may well suppose, were all against me, but I made the voyage and
obtained as mauy fish as my vessel could carry. But I always had pistols in my pockets, and
enforced most of my orders with a threat or a handspike. I alept fnll dressed, and with arms in
my berth. A battle with one or more was almost of daily occurrence, and I was in constant fear
either of losing wy own life or of being compelied to take that of some one of my crew to overawe
the rest.! These incidents cccurred on voyages made froin a port on the frontiers of Maine, and
before the commencement of the temperance reform, and are, of course, to be regarded not only
a8 having been rare in former tires but as never happeuning now. But the master’s duty, if he be
an efficient man, is never an easy one. 1f he would proviile for every contingency and make sure
of u cargo despite of every adverse event, he must not even allow the full repose which nature
craves. It is upon his regularity and perseverauce in procuring fresh bait, a service which must
sometimes be performed at the hazard of his life; npon the frequency of his visits to his boats,
which are often miles asunder; upon his readiness to use his own hands to make up the laggard’s
deficiency; apon hig economy and system in the use of time and cutfits; upon the degree of energy
and regularity which he infuses; and, finally, upon the care which he exercises in dressing and
salting the object of his search that the success or failure of the voyage mainly depends. Musters
who are able and willing to sustain these varied and incessant calls upon their bedily vigor aud
menial activity are to be found, probably, in every fishing port. Bat it is very certain that the
number bas sensibly diminished duriug the last twenty years, and that the transfer to other aud
more profitable and ambitious com mands is still going on. Thowercantile men of the commereial
emporiutm of the North, and the packet-ships of the eommercial emporium of the Union, rank
deservedly high; but were their counting-roows and guarter-decks to yield up all, or oven half, of
those whose birth-places were ou the two capes of Massachusetts, and whose earliest adventures
were uade in fishing-craft, they wonld lose many bigh and honored names, Bo, teo, were either
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to cease recruiting from the same sources, the humble employment of which I am speaking would
apeedily become more prosperous, in public estimation more respeetable, and of consequence be
considered more worthy of the care and protection of our rulers.”*

48, NAVIGATION.

NAUTICAL INSTRUMENTE CARRIED.—The best equipped schooners carry the following nanti-
cal instruments: (1) A chronometer; (2) a quadrant, octant, or sextant; {3) an anecroid barometer;
(4) a spy-glass; (3) a clock; (0} a patent log, and (7) compasses, of which three kinds are wsed, viz,
the wooden, brass, and liguid compasses. Every veasel carries two compasses, usually a wooden and
a brass one; the former being used in light weatlier, the latter in stormy weather. The liquid com-
pass is now often substifuted for one of the others; in fact, the liqguid compass has come into very
general use of late years among the better class of Gloncester vessels,

The use of compasses on board of dories is not unfrequent. Soma three or four extra com-
passes for this porpose are sometirnes carried by different members of the erew on a vessel engaged

" in the off-shore fisheries. 'This practice is not ag general as it shounld be, sinee these compasses are
not fornished by the owners of the vessel, but are p.urchased by the crew for their personal use.
Many men are unable to provide themselves with this very cssential safeguard.

The vessels always carry one or more charts, with the parallel roler and dividers necessary
for their proper use, and many of them have a “Manual of Navigation 7—commonly known a8 an
Epitome—and a Coast Pilot.

Every sca-going vessel carries two compasses and occagionally an extra one in addition.

A clock is a part of the regular outfit, and there are very few of the larger vessels which do
not carry a epy-glags.

Very few vessels go to sea without a barometer, This is the case not only with vessels from
Gloucester but also those from otber ports, except the small boats engaged in shore fishing. Nearly
all the vessels which fish out of sight of lund carry either a quadrant, sextant, or octant, the former
being most commonly in use, while the latter, by its higher price, is prevented from being so gen-
erally adepted, althougl they are recognized as being better. The chronometer is very rarely car-
Tied, cxeept on the vessels engaged in the halibut fiskery, and pot always on those. The Epitome
and Nautical Almanac are necessary on board of vessels which carry a chrouometer; but they are
sometimes earricd by vessels not thus provided.

Thte charts most popular among the fishermen, and generally in use, ars those prepared by
Capt. George Eldridge. The Coast Survey and Hydrographie Office charts are also occasionally
included in the list. The Admiralty ebarts of the coast of the British Provinces are used to some
extent by vessels fishing in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, or such as are habitnally visiting Provin-
cial ports for bait.

Blunt’s “American Coast Pilot” is generally in use; the excellent manual published by the
Coast Survey rarely finds its way on board of our vessels.

1t is vory unusual to find a vessel without an almanac, in which are given, in a convenient

. form for reference, tide-tabies for the important ports along the ceast. The Farmer's Almanae,
published in Boston, is the favorite among the New England fishernen,

The vessels are fitted out with these instruments in the following manner: The compasses and
the clock are a part of the regulur outfit of the vessel and are supplied by the owner, as also i3
generally the spy-glass; but the remainder of the apparatus and the charts are generally owned

* American Fisheries, pp. 171, 172,
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hy the skipper; the extra compasses for use in the dories, as has already been mentioned, being
supplied by different members of the erew.

When a chronometer is used, it is ordinarily hired by the skipper, the erew paging balf and
the vessel half. It is insured by its owner, and the cost of insurnnce charged in the rent, so that
if it is lost with the vessel there is no demand for restoration upon these who hired it.

Previous to 1863 few fishing vessels carried a log of any description. Occasionally an old-style
# chip-log ” was seen on board, but us a rule fishermen estiinated their speed by noting alongside
how fast the vessel passed through the water—a somewhat unique method of keeping ¢ dead
rackoning.” It may seem remarkable that apything like acenraey could have been thus attained,
bat we are assured that many of the old fishermen became excvedingly expert in judging o vessel's
speed, and with their knowledge of local carrents and the frequent use of the sounding-lead they
weldom failed to make good “land-falls.” i

Some form of patent “harpoon® log is now most commonly used, since these are less cxpensive
than the patent taffrail logs. The liability of the former to injury in shallow water or to loas through
sharks biting off the tow-line has of Jate led to the more general use of the taffrail logs, which are
considered the most refiable.

USE OF NAUTLCAL INSTRUMENTS.—The manner iz which the masters of fishing vessels learn
the art of navigation is discussed in another chapter. It is sufficient to remark here that those
iu charge of the veasels Delonging to the Gloucester off-shore fleet are frequently very competent
navigators, others, though they may have sufficient knowledge to sail a vessel back and forth, are -
really not so competent as they should be,

The skippers of mackerel schooners and other vessels which are nsually in sight of land have
less use for instruments, and rarely, if ever, take observations.

Much of the suceess of the fishermen, in bringing their vessels into harbor without accident,
is due to their habit of taking ifrequent soundings, and to their intimate knowledge of the shape
and character of the bottom along these portions of the coast which they chiefly frequent.



D.~DANGERS OF THE FISHERIES,
49. DANGERS TO THE VESSELS.

The characteristies of {lte fishing schooner and its management will be discussed hereafter.
We sliall here consider the dangers to which these vessels and their erews are exposed.

The dangers to which these vessels are liable may be considered under nine heads: {a) Dangers
on the fishing grounds; (b) daungers encountered while making passages to and from the gronnds;
(¢} dangers in approaching and Teating the shore; (d) dangers from collision; (¢) dangers of the
barber; (f) dangers from ice; {g) dangers from fire or lightnin ; {(h) dangers from attacks of
marine animals; (i) and dangers from defeets in the construction of the vessel itself,

DANGERS ON THE FISIHING GROUNDS.

DANGERS OF TIIE COD FISHERY ON GEORGE'S BANK.—J udging from the record of disasters,
thie George’s fishery is probably the most dangerous one in the world, On this ground over one
hondred Gloucester vessels are coustantly employed, winter and summer. In summer a few New
London vessels resort there, principally for halibut, and it is also visited by a fleet of mackerel
catchers. The peculiar dangers of this fishery are encountered chiefly in the winter. It is the
custom for the vessels in winter to anclor close to one another upon some portion of the Banks.
The favorite locality is in the immediate vicinity and to the eastward of extensive shoals,; on which
there is from 2 to 12 fathoms of water, and where the waves break in rough weather. There are
few justances wlere vessels which have been Tost in this loeality have left any record of the nature
of the disaster which befell them. There is therefore doubt as to how most of the losses have
occurred, but the theory ia generally accepted that the vessels drifted into shallow water and
foundered. There liave been a fow cases in which vesscls have righted with loss of masts after
being rulled over by the waves, and the crews have survived to tell the tale. Most of the losses
have been during heavy easterly gales, when the vessels may have been forced iuto shallow water.
The proximity in which the vessels are anchored greatly enhances the danger to which they are
. exposed, for if one of them goes adrift it may become necessary for many of those to leeward to cut
their cables and also go adrift. Sometimes nearly the whole fleat has been thus set adrift at once.
Of course, if they can retain their hold upon the bottom they are in eomparatively little danger.

The theory is beld by many fishermen that loss is often occasioned by & drifting vessel com-
ing into collision with one at anchor, an aceident which is most surely attended with fatal results
to both. There is ouly once instance on record where a vessel thus drifting into contact with an-
other escaped destruction, and in this case the vessel which she struck immediately sunk. ‘This
theory receives strong support from the fact thai there have been so many hundreds of narrow
escapes from collision between vessels thus drifting abount. In the columns of the Cape - Ann
Advertiser and in the Gloucester ¢ Fisherman’s Memorial and Record Book” may be found re-
corded numerous instances of thig kind. These gales are generally accompanied by dense snow and
often also by with extreme cold which renders it quite impossible for the men to look to wind ward ard
to see a drifting vessel in time to eut the cable and escape colligion. It is the common castom for

the entire crews at such times to remain on deck, prepared for any emergency, and if it is pﬁasible
104
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to see the drifting vessel in time they may succeed in getting clear. Since thers iz no ingurance
on cables, there is great reluctance to cut them as long as there is a possibie ehance of escape
from collision n any other way., Then, too, the men feel that if they caun hold fast to their
anchorage they are safer than they would be if adrift and running the risk of going on the gloals
or colliding with other vessels, For tlese reasons they often refrain from eutt ing the eables until it
is too late, in hopes that the drifting vessel wili clear them. Xumerous instances are told of cables
having been cut only when the approaching vessel was oo the top of a wave and the one ut anchor
was in the hollow of the sea direetly under it. At such times a moment’s delay would be fatal.
There are donbtless many instauces of cureless negligence in failing to keey a proper wateh and in
not baving the appliances at hand for cutting the cable. Very often the ropos are stiffened with
jce and the sails so heavy with suow that it is impossible to raise them in timo to avoid disaster,
even though there may be time to ent the cable. Perhaps, however, the principal cause of disaster
is the reckless daring of the fishermen, who persist io remaining at anchor in close proximity to
other vessels even when they see the gale is comiug, and, by removing their anchorage a short dis-
tanee, they might greatly lessel the risks of disaster. They are led to remain in the same position,
and to take resulting risks, both from the fear of Josing an opportunity of securing a Tare of fish,
and from a dislike to the appearance of timidity. In spite of all the dangers, and the fael that se
many vessels of the Greorge’s fleet are yearly wrecked, there are many skippers in the service who
have never sustained even a serions loss of property. An old Gloucester skipper told us that for
24 years he had fished on George’s and had never lost even a cable. He atiributed his goed
fortune to the faet that in the pleasantest weather e never ¢ turncd in™ at night without seeing
that everything on deck was ready for the most unexpected emergency. The skippers who can
boast such & record as this are men usnally revowned for prudence, skill, and intelligence. In
many instances the greatest care is rendered ineffectual by the recklessness of others.

DANGERS ENCOUNTERED BY THE BANK FLEETS.—Vessels fishing on Le Iave Bank, the Grand
Bank, and other banks of this region, are exposed to dangers searcely less to be dreaded than those
which have just been deseribed. On account of the greater depth of the water the likelibood of
foundering upon the shoals is less, except in the vicinity of Virgin Rocks and Sable Island. The
vessels do not congregate in fluets to gaeh an extent as upon George’s, and the peril from cellision
is therefore less imminent. Althoagh, when the number of vessels engaged is taken iuto account,
the losses i the Bank fishery have not been so numerous as on George’s, still there have been several
seasons when the losses have been large, as in December, 1876, when' twelve eail and one hundred
vaen were lost on Le Have, the Western Bank, and Banquereau; and again in the fall of 1879, when
the loss was little less severe. Another element of danger frow collision is met with ip the Bank
fisheries, for in the summer and fall the fishing fleet is located direetly in the track of the gcean
steamers plying from Europe to the United States. There are few, if any, recorded instances of
the destruction of vessels in this manner, but losses have occurred in summer when the weather
was pleasant and when the only plausible theory to account or their loss was that they had Deen
ron down by passing sieamers.

Veasels of the Gloucester halibut fleet are accustomed to lie at anchor in winter in water row
100 0 200 fathome deep, and are consequenily mueh more likely to go adrift than the George’s.
men, which are anchored in water varying in depth from 25 to 35 fathoms. When once adrift,
they are obliged to “lie to” in heavy weather, and are exposed to much greater danger than wheu
at anchor. The greatest danger to the drifting vessel is its liability to drift into shallow water
and to bring up suddenly by the anchor taking a fresh hold npou the bottom. This often causes
them to ship heavy seas or to be knocked down—that i8, to be turned over flat on their sides so



106 FiSHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

that the masts touch the water. The schooner David A. Story, in December, 1880, got adrift in
this maoner, and oue of her erew reports that in kis opinien the anchor canght, and that she
shipped a sea which knocked her down, causing her cable to part. Fortunately none of her crew
were lost, but the man on watch had his leg broken, the vessel's deck was swept, her foresail
split to pieces, fore boom and gaff broken, and 400 fathoms of eable lost. A similar accident
oceurred to the scheoner Andrew Leighton, of Gloucester, December 10, 1876.  'While adrift she
wab knocked down by a sea so that, aceording to the statement of her crew, her mast-heads lay
in the water. Fortunately, however, she righted, and ultimately succeeded in reaching home in
safety. This vessel was lost in October, 1879, and it way be met her fate in this manner.

Veasels Iying at anchor ou the Grand Bauk under riding-sail alone are sometimes knocked
over by tornadoes.  An instance of this kird occurred on the 29th of Aungust, 1876, when the
schooner Walter F. Falt, of Gloncester, was blown over. The crew was lost, and the vessel was
afterward seea ﬁoatiﬁg upon her side. In the fall of 1875 the schooner Epes Tarr, of Gloucester,
anchored on the eastern part of the Grand Bank, was knocked down and dismasted.

The frequent loss of the rudders of fishing vessels, while at anchor on the Banks, is another
danger to which they are liable. Many instances of this kind have oceurred. In most cases the
fishermen have succeeded in rigging a temporary steering apparatus, by which they have been
enabled to reach the home port in safety. Somo vessels have boen lost throngh the rudder-braces
getting loose, and the consequent wrencling of the rudder-head starting a leak which cansed the
abandonment of ¢he vessel. Amn instance of this kind vceurred on the Grand Bank in the epring
of 1879, when the schooner Edwin €. Dolliver, of Gloncester, sprupg a leak apd sank. Her crew
way taken off and brouglht home by the schooner Thresher, of the same port. In addition to the
danger of being knoeked over, there is that of shipping & sea while at anchor, which is sometimes
attended with serious resnlts, both to the vesscls apd the men.

Heavy seas are so often shipped that numerous instances might be cited, but one or two will
suffice. In the early part of 1877 the schooner John S. Presson, of Gloucester, while riding out a
heavy northwest galoon the western part of the Grand Bank, shipped a sea which swept her decks
and injured her about the stern to such an extent that, after the gale abated, she was obliged to
put into Halifax for repairs. In January, 1879, the schooner Howard, while at anchor in the deep
water on the sounthern edge of Le Have Ridges, shipped a heavy sea which swept her decks,
smashing several of the dories and starting the house on deeck, causing her to leak considerably.

DANGERS TO WHALING VESEELS.—Whaling vessels are not exposed to so great danger as the
werchaut vessels passing over the same portions of the ocean. The whalers, while on the cruising
grounds, are under short sail and keep a careful lookout, especially at night, when, if there be
auything unesual or unexpected, demanding speedy work, all hands can bo called, and only a fow
moments are then required to shorten sail and make everything snng. In thick weather, however,
eapecially on the Arctic grounds, there is greater danger on account of ice and of collision with
other vessels,

DANGERS T0 SBEALING VESSELS.—The faor-seal fishery is carried on in the Antarctic Ocean,
where the vessels are at all times exposed to sudden chan ges of wind, and frequently to heavy gales,
which unexpectedly overtake them on a lee-shore and sometimes canse their loss, .

The schoeners used in the seal fisheries are liable to some of the disasters to which the Glon-
cester fishing vessels are subjected, except those accidents caused by carrying too heavy press of
sail, for in this respect the seal fishermen exercise more prudence. BSealing schooners are com-
pelled to keep comparatively near land, following up the boats sent ashore to take the seals, and
are cxposed to the dangers of being blown ashore or driven on rocks. Inm landing boats, sent from
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the sealing schooners ashore to hring back the seal-skins, there is great danger of being swamped,
or upset, and injured by the heavy surf. About four years ago a boat’s erew of twelve wen was
lost in this manner. A successful landing is, of course, attained only by carefully watching for an
interval between the breakers, allowing sufficient time for the boaf to be run upon the shore.

In the sea-elepliant fishery vessels are lost by being driven ashore, or on the rocks, from their
anchorage, there being no protection, in the way of good hazbors, from the violence of on-shore
gales,

The bottom of the bays of Heard's Istand, in the Soutlern Indian Ocean, which is the principal
resort for sea-clephants, is hard, slaly rock, and therefore extremely poor gronnid for auchorage.
On this account, as well as from the fact that the harbors afford indifferent shelter, several vessels
have been lost in that locality, having been driven ashore, though having out anchors dispropor-
tionately large compared with the size of the vesscls.

The vessels nsed in this Gshery are exactly like whaling vessels, awd the boats belonging to
the vessels are the same as those used in both sealing and whaling, thar which no hoats are better
fitted for landing in the surf.

DANGERS TO VESSELS FISHING ALONG THE ¢0AsT.—The principal dangers to whiclh the mack-
erel vessels are exposed are heavy and sudden gales, by which they ure taken unawares and driven
upon a lee-shore. They generally fish near the coast, and are therefore specially lable to this
danger. They are, however, excellent sailers, and, except under extraordinary circumstances,
can make a harbor, or gain an ofing before the gale is too heavy. The chief disasters to the
mackere] fleet have occurred in the Gulf of Baint Lawrence, in the vieinity of the Magdalen
Islands, Cape Bretou, and Prince Edward Island. The north shore of the latter islawd has been
the seeme of many disasters. This ix & peculiarly undesirable spot for vessels in a gale. There
is a long stretch of coast, crescentic iu shape, without available harliors in a gale, while at either
end of the creseent are long sand-bars, the whole forming a pocket out of which it iy very diflicult
for a vessel to beat ity way. In the “Yankee gale” of 1851 a great many vessels were cast ashore
along this whole coast. Losses have oceurred since then, the severest ones in 1873, when wmany
vessels and lives were lost in that vieinity. Disasters have beeu frequent atl the Magdalens,
resulting in loss of property and lives. As many as twenty-four sail of vessels were driven
ashore at Pleasant Bay, on Amherst Island, one of the Magdalens, in 1873. Cheticamp, & one-
sided harbor or anchoring place on the north side of Cape Breton Island, has also becomne some-
what noted for the losses that have occurred to the mackerel ficet in that locality. Those have
been chiefly during the prevalence of southeass gales, which Dlow with almost irresistible fury
from the highlands forming the southern side of the harbor. In this region most of the hurbors
have a bar at the entrance, and are consequently most diffcult of access ay the very time when
most needed. The water, too, is shallow, and in heavy gales the seas are sharp and exvecdingly
dangerous, making it very difficult for a vessel to work off from a lee-shore. To add to the dunger,
there is a current usnally setting in the same direction a8 the wind. When the winds Iow over
the highlands of the islands they are squally and bafling. A gale in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence
is, perhaps, more dreaded by fishermen than one on any other part of the coast, as it can rarely
ocear without bringing them in close proximity to a lee.shore. . .

Gloncester has suffered less in proportion to the size of its fleet in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence
than have Provincetown, Wellfleet, and the various ports of Maine. Cape Cod lost largely in the
gale of 1851, but not se mueh in that of 1873, (mne reason for the fewer wrecks among the Glou-
cester vessels waa the fact that they are better prepared with anchors and cables than any other
vessels in the world. Great loss of life has resulfed from these disasters, though the drifting of a
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vessel upon the shore is not always attended with fatal consequences. In many cases the shores
are sandy, and the erews are enabled to land in safety before the vessel goes to pieces. In some
instances the vessels are forced ashore by putting on a great amonnt of sail, so that the men can
land dry-footed when the tide ebbs. It is froquently the case that vessels are lannched again, after
the gale has abated, without sutfering any serious injury. When this is not possible, the fish are
landed and sent heme, and the fittings and stores, and even the hull jtself, sold at auction for the
benefit of the owners. The American vessels are so strongly and well built that even after they
have been sunk they are sometimes sold at anction as they lie under water, and afterward raised
and refittad for active service. )l '

The best chanes for safety, in cases where it is seen that a vessel must go ashore, is to run
them bow first upon the land, especially where the beach is sloping. When this is done, all sail
that the vessel is capable of carrying is spread.

DANGEES WHILE MAKING PASSAGES TO AND FROM THE FISHING GROUNDS.

Fighing vessels making passages at any scason of the year are subject to the same
dangers as other sea-going crafts. In summer the dangers are comparatively few, for the winds
are usually moderate, and in warm weather the crew is in better condition to handle the vessel
properly and to meat any exigencies that may arise. Tremendous hurricanes, however, sometimes
occur in August and September, and at times there are gales even during the other summer
months. Two of the most remarkable hurricanes in recent years were those of September 8, 1869,
and August 24, 1873, both of which cansed a great amount of destruction to life and property in
the fishing fleet. At the time of the hurricane of 1873 several vessels were on the passage home
from the Grand Bank. They were deeply laden with fish. Some vessels were lost and many
met with serious damage and narrowly escaped destruction, Mention of a few instances of this
kind will perbaps saffice. The scheomer B. D. Hawkins, of Gloucester, was caught in a hurri-
cane in the vicinity of Sable Island. At first she was hove to under & two-reefed foresail, which
was later reduced to a three-reefed. After lying in this manner for some hours, she began to drift
toward the northwest bar of Bable Island and was soon in shoal water. 1t became necessary o
take in sail and to anchor, but the wind blew with such vielence that the anchor would not hold
and the vessel drifted into only 11 or 12 fathoms of water, As she would certainly be lost unless
something were done to check her onward course, the spars were cut away and let go by the
board,” and, with considerable difficulty, were cleared from the wreck. With the masts gone, she
presented a much smaller surface to the wind, and as the carvent sat to windward the anehor
held and she rode out the gale. After the gale, jury-masts were rigged and the vessel worked
toward the land. She was finally towed to Port Hawkesbury, in the Strait of Canso, to be
repaired.

The schooner Barah P. Ayre, of Gloucester, which was alsc on her passage home from the
Grand Bank, encountered the hurricane in the vicinity of the eastern part of Banquereau. The
wind blew with such violence that it was soon impossible to keep sail on the vessel. She was kopt
nearly head to the sea by the aid of a ¢ drag” rigged to the anchor, which was paid out more than
100 fathoms. After drifting for a few hours the anchor caught bottom on the shoal part of Ban-
querean in from 16 to 20 futhoms of water, and where the sea ran so high and sharp that for a
time it was thoaght that the vessel would founder. The crew, however, with difficulty succeeded
in catting the cable. The vessel then drove under bare poles before the gale, broadside to the sea
and wind. By throwing oat oil the force of the waves was so reduced that ehe met with little
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loss, Itis supposed that the schooner Henry Clay, of Gloucester, another of the Grand Bank fleet
retnrning home, was lost in this game horricane. ’

Although the fishermen are exposed to more or less dangers in the summer season, these are
greatly increaged in the winter months, when hea'vy gales are very frequent, and the perils made
greater by extreme cold. The rigging and sails are then coated with ice and snow and it is almost:
impossible to either set or shorten sail,

DANGER OF BEING * TRIPPED.”"—A vessel may be knocked down or tripped, either while run-
ning before the wind or Iging to in a gale. The eowmparative shallowness of the American fishing
schooners renders them particularly liable to this class of disasters. Some hravches of the fish-
eries, especially those for fresh halibut and haddock, render it imperative that the passage howme
should be made with the utmost dispatch, in order that cargoes may arrive in good condition and
therefore bring the highest prices. Great risks are taken by these fishermen in running their vessels
during gales, frequently in the trough of the sea. This is extremely hazardous and likely to resulk
in the vessel being “tripped,” or knocked on her beam ends. 1n February, 1876, the aschooner
Howard, while retarning from the Grand Bank with a trip of fresh halibnt, was running in a
strong uortheast gale. She was knocked on her beam ends twice in one day. At first she was
running with a two-reefed mainzail, and when she tripped she went over so far that the men whoe
were sleeping below were thrown from the weather into the leeward buuks and everything movable
was upset. Fortunately, she righted with slight damage, Notwithstanding this narrow escape,
the demands of the business were such that instead of the vessel being hove to, the sail was ghort-
ened and she continned to run safely until just before night, when another sea took her on the
guarter and threw her dowa so low that the sails again lay in the water, the whole after part of
the vessel was submerged, and the water ran over the forward companion-way, partially filling the
forecastle. For a short time it was thoughi that she could not regain ler upright position, but
averything held securely and she soon righted. On the 28th of January, 1881, the schooner Edith
M. Pew, employed in the haddock fishery, was thrown on her beam ends, partially filling the cabin
and forecastle, and throwing the ecabin stove, full of hot coals, into the captain’s bunk. The fire
was extinguished before any damage was done. She fortunately righted again without any serious
disaster, These oecurrences are dangerous in the exireme, and fishermen who escape with their
lives may be acconnted fortunate. .

¢“'The schooner Sarah C. Pyle, Capt. Bichard Warren, was struck by a eross sea and capsized
J anuary 30, 1870. The crew found safety by clinging te the sides of the vessel, nutil one of their
number was able to eat away the main shrouds with a pocket-knife, when the vessel righted, nearly
full of water. The foremast was cut away and 4 jury mast rigged with the foreboom, and such
progi‘ess as was possible was made in » wester] ¥ direction. For eight days the men were obliged
to cook their food in sea water, their water casks having been lost, and to welt ice to furnigh drink.
At the end of that time they encountered a vessel and were furnished with water and other neces-
saries. Five of the crew were transferred to the vessel, but the skipper and fonr men remained on
the wreck, determined to get it into port. In this eondition they encountered a. terrific gale, of
three days’ duration, and were blown off seawards a distance of 245 miles. Kveu theu they
remained undaunted by danger and firm in their inteution of rescuing the property under their
charge, and declined an offer to be taken off. The wreck was towed into a New Jersey port Feb-
rnary 13, two weeks after the disaster—~a fortnight crowded with great hardship and danger to the
wen so faithiol to duty.?* -

* Glousester aud ite Fisheries, p. 6D,
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BPARS AND SATLS UABRIED AWAY.—The danger of losing masts and rigging has already
. been considered. Spars and sails are, however, often carried away under other circumstances.
Accidents of this sort are liable to ocenr at all times, though natarally mueh more 8o in the winter
season. Perhaps no elass of sea-faring men take greater Tisks than fishermen in carrying a heavy
press of sail. 1In branches of the fisheries where it is ex{remely desirable to make rapid passages
this propensity is carricd to an extreme, and, as a result, the sails are sometimes blown away or
masts are broken, and, perhaps, other dangers are incurred. DPerhaps the mest common way in
which vessels are dismasted is by carrying a press of sail against a head sea. Another cause of
necident is that of jibing fore and aft sails saddenly from one side to the other when there is a
strong wind, This generaliy results in breaking the booms or the mast. The temptation to make
a speedy passage is so strong that risks will be taken, although the ultimate results of sueh reck-
less daving may be a loss rather than a gain.

RUNNING UNDER, OR (APSIZING.—The tendency to carry a heavy press of sail may result in
grenter loss than that of spars and sails. The vessel may run nnder while going before the wind
or capsize when sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam. As there have been numeroas and
ofi-repented hair-breadth eseapes from such disasters, it is probable that much property and many
Yives have been thos lost,  Such disasters are perhaps sometimes unavoiduble, becanse of sudden
and unexpeeted squalls, espeeially in the night, althongh many of them are the resut of gross reck-
lessness. Not only does the master imperil his own life but also the lives of his crew. So fearless
and ardent are the fislermen that the Letter judgment of the skipper is freqoently overcome Ly the
solicitations of the crew, and in the hope of outstripping some rival vessel sail is carried in nurea-
sonable excess. This is often the case when a vessel has just left port. The crew are then, per-
haps, under the influence of spirituous lguors, whichk renders them mare regardless of danger thun
common, and unable to properly perform their daty. Several vessels have been Jost, presumably
soon after leaving port, and their loss is ascribed to such eauses. Of the many instances related
by the fishermeu of narrow escapes either from carrying sail or being struck by sudden sq ualls, we
will mention the following: Tn the full of 1877 the schooner Wachusett was running for the Grand
Bank in company with the schooner Howard. With a strong morthwest breeze the vessels left
Gloucester together, and the following night, when abont a hundred miles from Cape Anp, the
wind inereased. The Howard shortened sail, but the Wachusett, attempting to carry all she had
spread for some time longer, was struck by a heavy puil and driven under so that her forecastle
was partly filled with water, The men on wateh at once lowered the mainsail part way down,
whicl relieved the vessel and a disaster was averted. In March, 1878, the schooner Marion, while
returning from the Grand Bank, was rauning in a southeast rajn-storm under three lower sails.
1t was night and intensely dark, The wind blew stropg and was increasing fast.  All hands were
called to shorten sail. Eefore it could be done a squall struck the vessel and buried her lee side
complately under water and came near sinking ber. The blackness of night made it difficult to
shorten suil, but the sails were lowered with the least possible delay and fortunately in time to
avoid auy serious disaster.

The narrow escapes degeribed were in the case of vessels running free from the wind. There e
also great danger in carrying a heavy press of sail while sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam.
It is not uncommon for some of the more headstrong of the fishing skippers to carry 50 wuch sail
on their vessels that the lee rail is completely under water most of the time. A few vessels
may be able to stand being driven in this manner.with comparative safety, but with the majority
of them it is highly dangerous, and liable to result not only in the Joss of the vessel by capsizing
and filling, but also in the loss of the lives of the crew. Many instances are related by the fisher-
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men of narrow escapes from serions disasters while sailing by the wind under too muek canvas, and
a few instances of loss of vessels, with more or less lives, are on record where they have been cap-
sized in this manner. The schooner Angie 8. Friend, engaged in the baddock fishery, while beating
up Boston harbor in a strong northwest wind, was capsized, and, having filled, sank to the bottom.
Part of the crew succeeded in getting into one of the dories; they were witheut oars, but fortu.
pately dvifted ashore. The rest of the men, with the exception of one, who was drowned, climbed
to the masthead, which remaiued above water, and clung there through the night. They were
rescued the following morning in an almost senseless condition.  The schooner Henretta Green-
leaf, of Gloncester, while making her firs{ passage to the Grand Bank in the spring of 1876, was
struck by a squall in the night and knocked on her beam ends, and uickly filled with watcr.
vour of the erew were drosned in the eabin and forecastle. The rest escaped in two dories, but
being without oars they drified helplessly abont. They suffercd greatly from exposure to the cold
and fiying spray. The dories soon scparated from cach other. Que of them was picked up by
anotlier ishing veasel, thoﬁgh not until one of the men had died from exposure. The other dory,
with five men, wag never heard from.

The fury with which these squalls sometimes strike can rearcely be eomprehended by thoso
who have not witnessed them. The schoouer Abby Dodge, which was making a passage to the
Grand Bank in December, 1868, was struck by a tornado with such force that, although she was
at the time lying-to under & two-recfed foresail, she was knocked nearly on her beam ends, and
only by the prompt lowering of the sail was the vesael saved. .

RUNNING ON SHOALS OR ROCKS.—While making passages to and from the fishing grounds,
vessels are liable to strike ou shoals or outlying ledges. In that part of the Western Atlantic most
frequented by New England vessels there are many of these dangerous places, either in the track
to the grounds or on the bauks themselves. The most remarkable of these shoals, and possibly
those which have been the cause of more losses to the fishing fleet than any other, are those of
George’s Bank. These are but little out of the course of the vessels frequenting George’s in
winter. A small error in the compass may bring a vessel unexpectedly on these shoals. The
more prudent fishermen guard againgt this danger by the careful use of the sonnding-lead. Tt ia
diffienlt to tell how extensive thess losses have been. Many vessels have had narrow cscapes, but
the lost opes leave no survivors to tell the tale. .

The sloal of Cashe’s Ledge is a source of specinl danger, as it lies almost direetly in the ves-
sel's tracik, both in going to and coming irom most of the fishing grounds. Althougl this ladge is
not shoal enough for a vessel to strike under ordinary circumstances, it neverthieless breaks in heavy
weather and is therefore extremely dangerons to be eneountered at such times, There is no wark,
no buoy nor light-ship, to distinguish the shoal places, and it is not easy to tell when the vessel is
approaching them. It cannot be wondered at that several disasters have ocenrred i that vicinity.

The scheoner Rattler, while returning from Newfoundland to Glonecster with a trip of frozen
berring, on the 17th of January, 1867, passed over this shoal, where she encountered heavy seas
which threw her on her beam ends and dismasted her. 1t was supposed that the schooner John
W. Low was lost there in the same gale. : _

Thers is a shoal on the northern” paxrt of Brown's Bank on which there is said to be nof more
than 9 to 14 fathoms of water. This shoal, thongh not to Le dreaded so much as George’s o
Cashe’s Shoals, is, nevertheless, & danger {o be carefully avoided. Ifisin the direet track of the
fishing fleets on their way to and from the various banks. Several iustances are related in which
vessels have met with perilons adventares in that locality and only narrowly cseaped destenetion,

The long sand-bars that extend out from either end of Sable Istand, for a distance of 10 to 12
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miles, are very dangerous to vessels on the passage to and from the Grand Bank and other eastern
banks. For a great portion of the year thig island is enveloped in dense fogs, and the currents
in the vicinity being very irregular, it is extremely difficult for the mariner to tell his exaet position.

There are ontlying rocks and ledges off the coast of Nova Scotia which are in the track of vessels
going to and from the Guif of Saint Lawrence and the eastern banks. Many serious disasters
have pecurred on these ledges and rocks and there are several instances of narrow escapes from
destraction,

DDANGERE TO WHALERS.—The principal dangers thus far mentioned have been those encoun-
tered by vessels in the cod, mackerel, and halibut fisheries from New ¥ngland. We have yet to
eonsider the dangers to the whuling and sealing fleets. These vessels are, of course, liable to many
of the same perils as {uc 9shing erafs, cspeeially to heavy gales and sgualls. On the passage to
the croising grounds the whaling vessels do not carry so much sail as merchant or fishing ves-
sels, time not Deing to them of such vast importance. Dangers, common to other vessels, are
less likely to happen to whalers. From the start of a voyage, men are voutinually aloft on the
watel for whales, and are likely to gee approaching danger more quickly than in the case of a
merchant ship, where ouly one man is on the lookout, and he, as a rule, nbt expecting any imine-
diate danger. Whalemen are generally well trained and ready for duty at a moment's notice.
Only one-balf of the crew, comprising one wateb, is on deck at a time, but in case of danger or the

“approach of whales, ull can be quickly summoned. As a ritle, the half of a whaling crew includes
more men than the enfire erew of u merchant vessel of the same size,

Instances of whaling vesscls being blown over or of waves breaking over them, thereby causing
damage, are not common. Such disasters sometimes, however, oceur to vessels in the Aretic
or Antarctic Oceans, where they are exposed to severe gales.

DANGERS IN LEAVING AND APPROACHING THE SHORE,

The dangers incurred in approaching and leaving the shores are perhaps more to be dreaded
than any ethers, and great skill, coolness, and prudence are requisite to avoid disaster. This is
especially the case i tho fisheries of New Tngland, becavse nearly all of the larger and most fre-
quented fishing grounds lie in an easterly direction from the coast. Easterly winds, which are fair
for making passages toward the land, are generally accompanied with thick weather. This is
especially the case in winter, when severs suow-storms often overtake the fishermen ¥hen but a few
miles from land and on o lee shore, The density of the snow often renders it impossible to discern
objects far enough off to clear them, and it is at the utmost hazard that the fishermen undertake to
make a barbor. They often approaeh 80 near ihe land before the weather becomes thick that it is
as dangerous to attempt to keep off shore ag it is to approach it. Fishermen are induced to take
the latter risk for the reason that if they do szceeed in making harbor they will escape being
exposed to the storm an a lee shore, and may also obtain a higher price for their fish. Probably
po other claws of sea-faring wen take such great risks in runving for the land, but such is the fiah-
ermer’s knowledge of the eoast and their gkill in handling their vessels that, althongh there are
many Lhair-breadth eseapes, there are comparatively few disasters resulting from this eanse. The
following arc given as a few of the many instances of this character that have oceurred to cur fish-
ing fleet:

On the 26th of February, 1868, the schooner Mary B. Hiltz was lost off Marblehead during 2
violeut snow-storm while on her homeward passage from Newfoundiand, and one of her crew was

drowned.
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During a gale on the 10(h of Jannary, 1878, the schooner Little Kate went ashiore ncar Dux-
bury, and her entire crew of thirteen men were drowned.

Tu February, 1878, the schooner Eastern Queen, of Gloueester, while returning from George's
Bank, ran into Massachusetts BDay in the night. The wind was Dblowing strong from the north-
cast, and the vessel was runuing under a press of sail when the lookont suddenly desecried land
alicad. He instantly shouted to the man at the wheel, The belm was put down and the vessel
brought to the wind, but before this had been fairly accomplished she struck on a ledge. Wot
withstanding the imminent peril in whick they were placed, they suceeeded in getiing the sheets
trimmed by the wind, and this careened the vessel so much that after striking two or three times
she jomped over the sunken ledge. Although she had struck heavily she still remained tight and
wags worked off tlie Jee shore, arriving in Gloucester the follewing day in safety.

Vessels leaving the land, bound to the fishing grounds, though starting with a favorabie wind,
may meet with violent easterly gales hefore obteining sufficient sea-room. These gales are guncer-
ally accompanied with snow, and the vessels being on a lee shore it is sometimen difficnlt to cscape
disaster. The class of vessels under considoration are better provided with eables and anchors
{ban any other sea-going eraft, and are thns epabled to yide out a gale safely on a lee shore, in
-vhich no vessel carrying canvas could successfally work to windward. This ig, doubtless, one of
the reasons why the loss of vessels from being driven ashore in gales is eomparatively small,
Althougl gales are tess frequent in the spring amd sumuer seasons, the prevatence of dense fogs
exposes the fishertnen nnd all seamen to eonsiderable dangers when approaclhing the land, and .
many disasters, some of them serious in character, have happened from this canse. Such dangers
are not nulike those alrcady discussed, except that they are not usually aceompanied by such high
winds, and, ocenring during the warmer part of the year, are not so snre to be disastrous.

THE DANGERE 0OF COLLISION WITHK OTHER VEESELE.

COLLISIONS ON FHE FISHING ¢ROUNDS.—The danger of collision is to be dreaded. Many
Joszes have resulted from accidents of this kind, and lives, as well as property, have been sacri-
ficed. Collisions are especially liable iu localities where great numbers of vessels are passing and
repassing, as in the vicinity of Long Island Sound, or off Sandy Hook, New York, on Nantucket
Shoals, ¢ff Cape Cod, or near Cape Sable, Nova Sroti:.

Fishing vessels are perhaps morc liable to collision than avy other vessels, because of their
tendency to gatber in large fleets, where fish—and especially mackerel—are foun d abundant., Sach
is the ardor of pursuit that the loss of booms and other light spars is copsidercd of small impor-
tance, and the risk of losing them is often incurred in hopes of ohtaining some advantage in the
fishery.

Another fruitful season of collision is when a fleet of several hundred sail makes the attempt
to enter the same harbor at one time. They crowd in such nnmbers at the barber’s entranee 1liat
it is next to impossible for them all to escapc some damage. The injuries thms sustained are
generally of minor importance, such as earrying away booms or bowsprits. Some of the serious
loases by collision are the following:

On September 26, 1569, the schooner Isaac ‘Walton, of Gloucester, while returning from
George’s Bank, came into collision with the schooner William Babson, and received such injurics
that she sank shortly afterward. The crew were saved.

On March 17, 1864, the schooner Triumph, of the same port, while bound to New York, wus
run down and sunk by the steamer Western Metropolis. Tho eapain and three of her crew wero
ssved by & boat from the steamer, but two of the crew were drowored.

BEC IV-——38
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On Jauuary 17, 1873, the schooner Franklin A. was run down by the schooner E. B. Phillips,
off Falkland Island, Long Island Sound. The E. B. Phillips struck the Franklin A. amidships,
earrying away both masts and cutting through the hull, cansing the latter to sink almost immedi.
ately, The captain and the mate were knocked overboard by the shock of the colliding vessels,
Intt were rescued, narrowly escaping a watery grave.

On May 31, 1865, the schooner Northern Chief, returning to Gloucester from tle Western
Bunk, was run down and sunk off Cape Bable by the English steamer Bosphorus. The schooner
had a erew of eleven men; five of them were in the -cabin, and, rushing on deck, suceceded in
scrambling up the rigging and boarding the steamer just as the schooner was going down. The
rest of the men were drowned. This disaster was attributed to carclessness on the part of those
keeping watceh on board the steamer.

On Muy 2, 1853, the schooner Ocean Nymph, of Gloucester, was run down by the ship Barah
Janc off Cape Cod, Lzt tlhe crew wera saved.

Many other instances wight be related where vessels ind lives Lave been lost from collision,
and many wore in which the vessels were badly injured.

Collisions sometimes occur through gross recklessness, or perbaps purposely in a spirit of
retaliation or spite. :

Among the vessels engaged in the mackerel fishery, when jigging was the method of capture
cmployed, there was a sharp competition not only between the Provinecial and American fleets,
but to a still greater extent between vessels from different ports along the American coust, and
sometimes among those who were close neighbors at home.

When mackerel were plenty in any one loeality, Jarge flects congregated there, lying to in
close proximity. At such times cach was anxious to secure as great a share of fish ag possible,
and in the attempt to do this the rights of other vessels were considered of secondary importanee.
One practice, that of “lee-bowing,” as it is called, was often a cause of ill feeling. To *“lee-bow *
a vessel is to heave to direetly under her les, thus tolling away the fish which are, playing along.
side, having been attractéd by the Luit which lias a'ready been thrown overboard. The gkippers
of the vessels thos deprived of fish to which they had the first right, often seek a rather savage
revenge. By dint of skillful seamanship they carry away a boom or a boat of their rival without
receiving any injury themselves. Such injurics may sometimes be repaired at once, thongh they
may cause the loss of much valuable time spent in port. When from two hundred to four hundred
sail of vessels are closely packed together it is not uncommon for many accidents to Lappen even
when they are unintentional, especially when there is a fresh breeze blowing. It is then not unu-
sual for @ number of vessels to meet with such minor disasters as the carrying away of mainbeoms
or bowsprits, and even more serions damage inay e inflicted. ' -

Oue of the many instances of this kiud took place off the northern shores of Cape Breton in
the fall of 1867. A fleet numbering between two aund three hundred sail had collected in the
vicinity of Cheticamp, and, as it was kte in the fall and the mackerel were moving rapidly on their
way from the fishing grounds, it was evident that another chance of catching them daring that
season was unlikely to present itself. The mackerel bit freely, but would stay only for a short time
. alongside of the vessels. For this reason the vessels were under way mostof the time. The wind
blew fresh and the erews were eager to improve this last opportunity for that seagon. A great
inany of them were reckless in the extreme. A number of the vessels had their sails torn, their
spars carried away, and many were run down and eunt nearly to the water's edge. The disabled
vessels were obliged to cease fishing and haul out of the fleet for repairs. The loss of the eppor
tunity to dsh seemed to e the lesser evil, for they were on a rock.bound coast and far from any
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good harbor, With u sudden change of wind they would have been exposed to the dangers of a
lee shore, which, in their disalled condition, would probably have resulted in the loss of the vessel,

DANGERS IN HTARRBORS.

To a person unacquainted with a seamar’s life it miplt seem prebable that vessels in harbor
would be {free from danger, but this is not always the case. There have been instances of great loss
of property, and even of life, in the vase of vessels in harbor at the time of thedisaster. These losses
are sometimes due to the insecurity of the harbors during gales. More especially is this the case it
there is a large fleet of Oshing vessels af anchor together with coasting vessels, whieh are not so well
provided with cables and anchors. Semetimes a vessel of the latter class will strike acdrifr, and,
coming in eonfact with athers, will be the means of driving them asbore. Mauy losses of this kind
have oceurred in the Gulf of Saint Lawrenee, wlere several of the places resorted to by fslermen
for shelter are simply “one-sided” harbors, sffording protection to the vessels when the wind is v
certain directions and are open fo other winds. Meution bas already been made of losses at Pleas.
ant Bay and Cheticamp, which are two shelters of this class, where many serious disasters have
ocenrred.

On September 8, 18G9, a severe hurrieane ocearred on the New England coast, fu which several
Gloucester vessels were lost in shelters of this iusecure kind. Serions disasters have also taken
place at Souris, Prince Edward Island, - Many losses have also occurred in harbors thought o
be gecurs, Awoug these way be mentioned several disasters that have oceurred at Port Hood,
Cape Breton, Malpeqgue or Richmond Harbor, Prince Ldward Island, and many other harbors along
our cosst and that of Xova Scotis. Instances of losses ocenrring in harbors of this kind might e
multiplied, but this is probably not necessary, sinee those interested in the subject can find numer-
ous disasters of this kind recorded in newspapers printed in ilte large fishing ports.

DANGERS FROM IQH.

DANGERS 10 FISHING VESSELS.—Tle danger from collision with ice i3 one to which the ves.
sels engaged in the Grand Bank, Newfoundland, Cape North, Labrader, and Greenland fisheries
are particularly liable, )

In the latter part of winter and in early spring large masses of field ice, as well as many
icebergs, drift far south, covering a lirge extent of the eastern fishing grounds, including Flemislh
Cap, Grand Bank, Saint Peter’s Bank, and Banquerean, and ice has in some scasons extended so
far to the westward as to drive the vessels from parts of Western Bank. There are periods of o
fow years in succession when the fisherwen are tronbled but little by the floating ice; but there is
tore or less danger each spring on the Banks, and still more danger while making passages to and
from them.

Tor several weeks in the springs of 1870 and 1876 the whole of Banguerean and Green Bank,
part of the Western Bank, and tbe greater part of the Grand Dank, were covered with immense
fields of drifting jce. Many vessels were driven from the fishing grounds and obliged to lay by,
waiting for the ice to recede. Several of them were In collision with the jce or it drove fou! of them
when they were at anchor, Some vessels received considerable daniage, their planking being so
badlv chafed as to necessitate repairs. 1% is not positively known that any vessels engaged in the
Grzu:d Bank fishery met with very serioas damage by collision with ice during those seasons, hut
it is supposed that the loss of the James L. Shute and Janet Middicton, in the spring of 1876, was
canged in this manner. This seems the more probable as the ice, fuvr some weeks about the time

they were on their passage to the Grand Bawk, was drifted from 75 1o 100 miles sguth of the lati-
-i!':? *



116 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

tude of Sable Islund, and was, therefore, diveetly in their eourse.  Much of this ice was very heavy,
and a collision with 7% espeeially when o vesse! was ranning at great speed, would result in almost
certain destruetion.  Many narrow exeapes frin disaster oceurred to the hslibut fieet while on the
passage homce, but as mosi of the dshermen were aware of the presence of the ice they generally
managed Lo escape withont any serious Joss,

Vessels engaged iv the Newfoundland berving fishery have been sarrounded by fielkl ice for
weeks at a time,* while on the passage home, and many thrilling tales are told of sech narrow
escapes from disuster. Dloubtless some of the tosses of vessels engaged in this fishery Lave been
the result of collisions with ice, although none of the erews of the missing schooners have been
left to tell the story of such disasier.

The vessels engaged iu the cod fishery about Cape North, north end of Cape Breton Island,
sometimes meet with eonsiderable diffiealty from drifting field-iee and are often driven from the
fishing gronud. lu one ipstance a vessel started her planking by eollision with ice in that vieiuity
g0 that she sprung a leak, 2ud ouly by great exerfions wak kept afloat until she reached a place of
safely.  More or less Qifficulty is also expericuced Ly vessels engaged ju the Magdalen herring fish-
ery. They enconnter drifting ice on their passage to those islands in the spring, and, although we
bhave ne accounts of any scricus disasters, the immunity from such may be ascribed to the extrenic
vigilance ef the fishernien.  Vessels fishing on the Flemish Cap are very much exposed to contaet
with icebergs even as late as July.

Perliaps no otler vessels ure 86 much exposed to danger from ice as the halibut fleet of New
England. They meet with many drifting icebergs and, ocecasionally, with large masses of ficld-ice,
on their route to the northern gronnds. To the spring of 1880 several vessels which started for
Greenland were obliged to give up the voyage and retarn to the Grand Bank on this acconat.

Ice, freesing in masses on the vessel's sails and rigging in extremcly cold weather, ix, perhaps,
more to be dreaded than eollision with floating iee. '

In the winter scason the temperature is often so low that every bit of flying spray congeuls
wherever it strikes, and the vessels soon become so loaded down that they are almost unman-
ageable. Thix is ouce of the commenest perils of the winter fisheries, and one that requires great
fortitnde and resolution to overcome. Amy neglect lo improve every opportunity of frecing the
vessel from ice would spon result in her foundering, Sometimes, for days and nights logether,
the men must remaiu on deck, constantly employed in peanding the ice and always at the immi-
nent risk of leing swept overboard., Vessels sometimes arrive in fishing ports so badly “iced up”
that it is impossible to lower the sails or to bring them to an anchor.

DANGERS TO WHALING VESSELS.~-On the homeward passage the Arctic whaling vessels, in
thick weather, are in constant danger from icebergs, espeeially about Hudson’s Bay, Cumberlawl
Gulf, and Davis Straits. There is less danger on the outward passage, as the “wateh on deek™
is more eagerly on the luokout. On the homeward voyage, however, when the approach of whales

* Twenty-four days in the ive.—%chooners Horewazd and Rattler, which lefi ¢this port for Newfoundland for a Touuel
of frozen herring in December lust, got frozen in while on the homeward passage, Febrnary 9, in Fortune Bay, awl
remained there ¢leven days. Got elear the 19h, and went into the ice again the same day and remained thers u niil
March 3. Schoonsrs B, (. Noyes, of Newburyport, and Charles A, Ropes, of Camden, Me., were also in the sawe
predicament. Captain Penningtou (of the Herewnrd) made » drawing of the scene, in which the four vessels are
visible fast Jocked in the iee, and the crews of the Hereward and Rattler busily engaged in getting some provisivus
from the 8. C. Noyes, which lay at & distance of 3 miles. The ice was so rough that they were obliged to carry the
fiour in bags, and the men with the bags on their backs, and the captain with the empty barrel to put it in when it
reached the vesscl, makes n lively scene. It was n tedions experience for all hands, and glad enongh were they 10
get cloar of their icy honds. Fartunate it was that the Noyes could supply them with fionr, otherwiso the men wonld
have suffered for this necessary of life.—Cape dnn Adcertiser, March 17, 1876.

v,
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is pot so much an cbject of interest, the Jookout is not kept with such vigilanee. The greatest
precautions against collision with ice are taken from the time the vessels approach the region where
they expeet to And ice—about the latter part of June—through July, August, and the firet part of
Septewber,

Vessels engaged in the whale fisheries of the Avctic Sea, north of Bering’s Straits, are exposed
to great danger from ice, and many of them huave been lost, eitber by being driven on shore by the
iee or erushed between masses of heavy pack-iec.

Since 1871 more than fifty whaling vessels Lave been lost in the Arctie, north of Bering's
Straits. In 1871 thirty-four out of a fleet of thirty-nine vessels were crushed in the pack-ice. In
1876 twelve ort of  fleet of twenty sail were lost und® similar circumstances. The story of the
great disaster of 1871 is told by Starbuck, in his History of the Whale Fishery. Iie says: In the
fall of 1871 came news of a terrible disaster to the Aretic fleet, Tivaling in its extent the depreda-
tions of the rebel eruisers. 'OF Point Beleher thirty four vessels lay crushed and mangled in the
ice; in Honoluly were over twelve hundred seamen who, by this catastrophe, were shipwreeked.
« » % On the 2d of September the brig Comet was caught by the Leavy ice and complotely
crushied, ber erew barely eseaping to the other vessels. * * *® Nothing but jce was visible Off-
shore, the enly clear water being where the fleet Iay, and tlhat narrowed to & strip from 200 yards
to balf a mile in width, and extending from Point Belcher to 2 or 3 miles south of Wainwright
Inlet. * * * On the 7th of September the bark Roman, while cutfing-iz a whale, Wwas
canght between two humense fioes of ice off Sca Horse Islands, whence she had Liclplessly drifled,
and crushed to atoms, the officers and erew escaping over the ice, saving scarcely anything but
their fives, The next day the bark Awashonks met a similar fate, und a third fagitive erew was
Aistriboted among the rewmuiving ships” There appeared no chauce of veliel to the ice-bound
vesseis, and after cousnltation amoug the eaptains it was agreed to abandon their ships, and a day
set when they wonld tuke to boats in hopes of reaching other vossels which were outside the harrier.
& The morning of the 14th of September came, and a sad day it was to the crews of the ice-honnd
crafts. At noon the sigunals, flags at the mastheads, union down, were set, whicl: told them the
time bad come when they must sever themselves from their vossels, As a stricken family feels
when the devouring flames destroy the home which was their shelter, and with it the little souve
nirs and priccless meworials whicl: bad lbeen 80 carefully collected and so carnestly treasuped, so
feels the wariner when compelled to tear himsel{ from tle ship which seems to him at onee parent,
friend, and shelter.”  After two days’ stroggling with the jce and waves, the bonts, heavily loaded
with their freight of 1,200 whalemen, reached the more furtunate vessels and were kindly eared
for by their fellows. Tortunately no lives were lost by this disaster, though the moncy loss was
upwards of a mitlion and a half of dollars. ‘The loss by the disaster of 1876 was {ifty men, ani
vessels and cargees valued at $300,000. Further details of these and other disasters to the Arctic
fleet are given in another section of this report, which discasses the listory and methods of the
whale fishery.

DANGERS FROM FIBE AND LIGHTNING.

Fishing vessels arc sometimes exposed to dangers from fire apd lightning, which canze many
mishaps, if not serions disasters. In June, 1864, a fire broke ont in the foreeastle of the schooner
Sea Witch, at anchor on Cashe’s Ledge. It was discovered by the men who were on deck dress-
g fish, They immediately rushed forward with buckets, and by the most strenunous efforts, expos-
ing themselves the while to the ﬁamea, suceeeded in extinguishing the fire before any very serions
damage had been done. Another instance of this kind ocearred to the scliconer Irincess, of
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Bueksport, Me., a few years Iater, while lying iv Prospect Harbor, Nova Scotin.  All of the crew
exeept the eaptain had gome to the wreck of the steamer Atlantie, a few miles distant from the
harbor, The fire broke out in the forecastle. It was first observed by the crews of some vessels
near by, and they proceeded to the rescue. Although the fire was well under way, they suc-
ceeded In extinguishing it by cutting holes through the deck, but not before the vessel was badly
damaged. _

Instances of vesscls having been struck by lightning are not at all rare, but as a general thing
they are only dismasted or receive some other slight injuries. There are a few cases, also, where
some of the crew have been very seriously injured.

DANGEES OF ATTACKS FROM MARINE ANIMAILS.

Fishing vessels are liable to attdeks from whales and swordfish. 1o the # History of the Sword-
fish™ instances are recorded of attacks upon vessels by swordfish. Many of the New Eugland
fishermen have their stories of swordfish striking their vessel. A New London fisherman of
MANY years' experience states that there are several broken swords in the bmil of bis vessel. The
danger from these attacks is from leaks, which have sometimes resulted in much damge,

‘Whales have been known to strike and cause the destruction of merchant and whaling ships,
but we bave no record of such disaster to fishing craft. “The Fisheries from 1623 to 1876,” pulb-
lished at Gloncester, gives the partienlars of a vessel of that port being towed by a whale. The
fluke of the anchor caught in the Mow-hole of the whale, and the frightened animal rusted through
the water with the vessel in tow. 1t Lecame necessary to cut the cable in order to save several of
the crew, who were away from the vessel hauling their trawls. Tn 1878 the ship Colubia was
sunk off the Newfoundland Banks Ly a blow from a whale. TLe erew took to the boats, and were
reseued by Captain Deddes, of the steamer P, Caland. The story of the loss of the whaleship
Essex in the southern seas is one of the most familiar in the annals of the whale fishery. 4 The
boats of the Essex had killed the call of a whale, when the mother, apparently nnderstanding
their connection with the ship, attucked it, retreating about a mile to get headway, and striking
the vessel on the bows, staving in its timbers and making a hole so large that it was useless to
attempt to step the leak,” The crew took to the boats, and were finally picked up.

DANGEES FROM THE DEFECTS OF BAD CONSTRUCTION OR FLROM AGE.

Although the majority of the fisLing vessels are as substautiaily built a8 any in+{he world and
are well calenlated in this respect to withstand the strains which may be Lrought to bear upon
them, yet unprineipled builders sometimes take advantage, when Dbuilding a vessel for sale, to
slight them io certain particulars. These may be briefly mentioned as-—{I) by puatting in defective
timber or planks; (2) by insufiicient fustening; and {3) by a lack of care in calking the vessol.

If to these defects are also added others in the rigging of the vessel, it follows as a matter of
course that she is poorly calenlated to withstand the vicissitudes and perils incident to the pursnit
of the fisheries, Vessels of this kind are sometimes built to be sold at a cheap rate, but such a
proactiec is entirely wrong, for it exposes the lives of many men to the danger of being lost at gea.
There shounld be provision for the legal pnnishment of those who engage tn such nefarious enter-
prises, '

Defects are, however, more frequently to be met with in old vessels, which are in some cases
sent to sea &s long as it is possible to obtain & crew for them, and it is to be wondered at that
more fatal disasters have not resulted from such a practice, There is no deoubt that the cause of

* Report 11, &, Fish Commissioner, Part YIiI, 1880,
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the loss of many valmable lives wight Le traced to this source; and owners who will persist in
exposing men to such peril, eertainly are deserving of the severest condemnation.

The fishermas:, who is called upon to ineet many dangers with which each voyage brings Lim
in contact, and for the resnlts frore which the owners may not be held respousible, shonld have at
least the secarity of a stanch and well-rigged vessel.

50, DAXGERS T0 FISHERMEN ON VESSELS AND IN BOATS.
DANGERS TO FISHERMEN ON VESSELS.

SEAS STRIKING THE DECE.—The most common aceident which is liable to ocenr is caused Ly
heavy seas, which strike the fishermen as they stand upon the deck of a vessel, knocking them
down and often inflicting serious injurices,

In the winter of 1877 Willimm Brown, one of the crew of the schooner Howard, of Gloucester,
was strick by a sea and severely injured by being knocked against the bows of the dories which
were laslied amidships, ’

In Deeember, 1880, one of the crew of the schooner David A, Story was standing on watceh ag
the Low of the schooner when a beavy sea struck the vessel. To avoid being thrown overboard,
he grasped the irop braees of the forward stove funnel. The sea knocked the vessel upon Lier
beam-ends, and when she righted he was found insensible, with Lis leg broken and several splin-
ters from the fore boom, which had been broken by the force of the sea, driven entirely throngh the
Hmb, )

Iostances of this sort might be multiplied, but it is sufficient to say that they oceur frequently
every winter, and rarcly without scrious or fatal results to the vietims, who are sometimes washed
overboard,

DAKXGERS OF FALLING I'ROM THE RIGGING.—Another serious danger is that of fulling frem
aloft. 'This kind of accident, however, occurs less frequently than the former. -

Capt. Garret Gulvin, in the spring of 1873, fell from the masthead of the schooner Restiess,
while on the Grand Bunks, striking the cable-tier. He received no serious injury. His was a very
fortunate escape, for lives are sometimes lost in this way, and a person thus falling rurely escapes
with less serious results than the fracture of a limb,

In the spring of 1873 Captl. Joseph Camphell, of Gloucester, fell from the musthead of his
vessel, which lay at anchor on the Banks, and was killed, Men sometimes fall from the main boom
while engaged in reefing the mainsail. In most cases these accidents are fatal, since at such times
the weather is generally too rough to permit their being rescued. Such falls are usually occasioned
by o sudden larching of the vessel, causing the men to losc their hold.

Whalemen sometimes fall from the rigging. Such accidents are usually the resalt of careless-
ness on the part of the sailors themselves. At times, while the erew are taking in sail, the eanvas
wraps itself around a sailor and throws Lim from the yard., Whether he falls ou deck or overboard
depends upon the position he cccupies on the yard,

DAKGERS FROM MOVEMEKTS OF THE BooMs.—Fishermen are sometimes injured by a blow
from one of the booms, nsually the fore-boom, as it swings from side to side, The injuries are
usually to the head, thongh sometimes the man is further wounded by being knocked upon the
deck. It is guite common, also, for them to be thrown overboard by a biow of the boom ot by
becoming entangled in swinging ropes.

Men are sometimes thrown overboard by a sudden lurch of the vessel. They are generally
lost, for at such times 1t is too rough to lower a boat to resene them.
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DANGER OF BEING WASHED FROM TIIE BOWEPRIT OR JIB-BOOM.—Another danger ia circoun:
tered by fishermen while on the bowsprit engaged in furling or reefing the jib. As the vessel
plunges up and down, the Lbowsprit is ofter completely submerged. Xt is then very difficult for a
man to retain his hold and to prevent being washed off and drowned. The force of the sea added
to the resistance of the water to the rapid motion of the plunging vessel brings tremendons power
to bear npon any objeet on the bowsprit.

A remedy for disasters of this class is possible. If, as in the English cutter and some other
Furopean vessels, onr schooners were provided with two jibs, or rather with a fore staysail and a
small jib, instead of the immense jib which is now commenly in use, in heavy weather the jib could
be farled and the men wounld not be obliged to go outside of the bow to shorten sail. This style .
. of rigging has been introduced to some extent upon the New England pilot-boats and upon the
larger class of Nova Scotin schooners, and is quite as applicable to all fishing vessels.

Men going on to a jib-Dooin to-furl the fiying jib are liuble to be washed overboard, and many
instances are on record of disasters of this kind, most of which have resulted in loss of life.

Men also sometimes fall overboard by the parting of the foot-ropes, or by missing their hold
during & sudden lurch of the vessel.

DANGERS MET WITH IN HOLDING THG CAntt.—Tlere is danger in connection with ¢ hold-
ing the cable” when it is “hLove up” or hauled in, either to change the arrangements of the cha-
fing gear or to “weigh the anchor.” Tho sudden rise of a vessel ou the crest of a wave may
jerk the cable forward and throw ihe persous who are holding it with mnch violence over the wind-
lass and into coutact with the iron brakes, thus inflieting injories.

DANGER FROM LIGHINING.— Vessels arc sometimes struck by hghtmng, their masts shat-
tered, and injuries inflicted to the crew. This sometimes occurs on the Banks, and in 1878 several
vessels were thus injured while Tying at the wharves at Gloucester.

DAXGERS FROM IFURNITURE.—Minor accidenis are frequent ont shipboard. When a vessel is
knbcked dewn by a sea the cabin stove may break loose and tuwmble about, burning some of the
men, In the gale of December 9, 18745, such an accident occurred to one of the crew of the
schooner Buth Groves, of Gloacester.

DANGERS FROM CUTS OR BRUIsES.—In dressing fish or cutting bait sudden movements of
the veasel are likely fo canse fishermen to cut their hands. Buch accidents, however, are not gen-
erally serious, though fingers and thumbs are sometimes sacrificed. When a man is engaged in
fishing the least cut or scratch soon beecomes a painful sore, for it is impossible to protect the raw
surface from the slime and salt with which the hands arc constantly in contact. Sometimes pain-
ful abscesses, or what are called by the fishermen  gurry sores,” are the result, In the summer
months fishermen suffer a great annoyance from the stings of “sun-jellies,” “sun-sqnalls,” or “sea-
nettles,” usually of the species Cyanea arctiva. The tentacles of these animals cling to the lines
and seines and the stings of the lassoo ceils canse the most intense pain at times. On the southern
coast even more gerious results are caused Ly contact with the tentacles of the Tortugnese man-
of-war, which sometimes produces a temporary paralysis of the muoscles and always acute suffering.
All fishermen protect their hands, when dressing fish, by wearing mittens, but, nevertheless, slime
will penetrate between the fibres and get npon {he skin. In handling the lives, the fishermen use
the so-called “nippers,” knitted irom woolen yarn. Cots of rubber or wool are used by the mack-
erel fishermen in order to protect their fingers when fishing with hand-lines; and sometimes they
wind yarn sround their fingers for the same reason, Almost all of the fishermen upon the Banks
are afflicted with small boils (éalled # Pin-jinnets”} upon the forearm, caused by the chafing of the
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heavy clothing saturated with salt water and the contaet of the enff of the oiljacket with the flesh
of the wrist.
DANGERS 10 FISHERMEN IN SMALL BOATS.

The fishermen in trawling on the Banks usually go ot in their dories fram ofve to thiree miiles
from the vessel for the trawls, and are exposed to numerous dangers.

CAPSIZED BY HEAVY SEAS.—DBoats are capsized either when the men are rowing to and from
tlie vessel, or when they are eugaged in hauling or setting the trawis. Pageg could be filled with
iustances of this kind, often resulting in loss of life, and frequently remarkable for examples of
herolsm on the part of fishermmen who have made attempts, at the risk of their own lives, to save
their weaker comrades.

#Bchooner Neptune's DBride was wreeked at Malcomb’s Ledge, Me., Sepiember 22, 1800,
Twelve of Ler fourteen men found a watery grave by the swamping of the boat in which they
songht to reach the shore. Oue man, Henry Jobnson, wag enabled to regain the beat. She was
full of wuder, but fortuuately there was a bucket in Lier, and a coil of rope. With the former he
commenced bailing, and by dint of hard Jabor managed te free ber, although she was continually
taking in water. A hogshead tub from the vessel hiad drifted across the boat amidships. This he
secured with lis rope, and that made the Doat ride more ensily. When he got tired of Dailing the
boat he would crawl into the tub, and when that goi fult of water hie would ecommence Lailing the
boat agaiu. He knew pot whither e was drifting, and became so utterly exhausted that, long ere
daylight dawned, be fell asleep. At noon-time o Belfast sehooner sighted the craft, bore down to
her, and her single passenger was reecived on board avd kindly cared for. Onc other of the crew,

“pamed Marsh, secured a resting place at the foremast-head, where for eighteen lhours e endured
greater agonies than death eould infiict, The sarging waters reached to his waist, while the pitti-
less rain beat upon his unprotected head, and the pangs of thirst and hunger clamored that he
should ceage the unequal strife and scelk oblivion in the seething flood, DBut the jnstivet of sel
preservation was strong, and ke maintained Lis position until Lis feet were chafed and raw, and
delirium set in, s critical position was at last discoverwd by two fishermen on Seal Islynd, and
he was taken off and tenderly cared for until reason resumed its throne and he was able to tuke
passage for home ' )

CAPSIZED BY WEIGHT 01 TRAWL.—There is danger of being apset by the strain on the trawl
line, as the dory rises upon the sea when tbe men are hauling in the line. The line is usually,
in such cases, around tbe trawl-wineh, or  hurdy gurdy,” and cannot be slackened quick enough
to prevent upsetting the dory.

OCAPSIZED BY SHIPPING WATER.—A dory heavily loaded with fish is Hable to e apset by
shipping a gnantity of water which brings the gunwales below the surface. When a boat is
upset in this way the men seldom escape from drowning. They are clothed from kead to toe in
heavy clothing, besides stiff outer clothing of oiled cotton or rubber, and with heavy boots, o that
they have little power of inevement in the water. In addition to this the water is extrewmely cold
on the Banks, in summer being rarely above 402 or 420, and in winter nearly at {he freczing point;
the nnfortunate fishermen become 50 chilled that {hey are ineapable of nruch cxertion. Of late
years the Gloucester fishermen have adopted the custom of fitting the dories with “plug heekets,”
which are loops of rope fastened to the under side of the plug in the bottorn of the dory. This
Ioop, or “becket,” is Inrge cnongh for A man to thrust his arm through, and he can thus cling to
the bottom of the boat until Iielp may reach him, A ¢“life-line” is also occasionally used. Thisis

* ({loncester and ita Fisheries, pp. 86, 67.
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a light rope stretehied along the bottom of the dory nearly from stem to sfern, being fastened at
each end and in the middle to small staples, and with two or three “beckeis” large enoungh for a
man’s arm. These are preferable to the “plug-beckets” because they enable two or three men {o
cling to the bottom of one dory, which is sufficiontly buoyant fo support them without difficulty,
but not to allow them to rest upon it. Numerous instances of the preservation of life by the use
of thig simple means are on record, and it is simple inllumanity (o send men away from the vessel
in dories which are not equipped with some such means of safety, for it is almost impossible for a
fisherman fo retain hold of the smooth slippery bottom of a eapsized dory, constantly swept by the
breaking seas. 'The #life-line” was introduced a few years ago, but the “plug-becket” has becn
in use 10 or 15 yeurs, though not to much extent wntil recentily. These ropes do not impede the
apeed of the dory, and the only ohjection ever urged against them is that they interfere with slid-
ing the dories about on the deoks of the vessels,

WASHED FROM THE BOAT.——The fishermen arc quite often washed out of their dortes by
breaking seas. In the fall of 1880 Thomas E. Lee, of Gloucester, while engaged in hauling a
halibat trawl on the Grand Bank, was struck by a sea and thrown 13 or 20 {eet from his dory. He
rosc to the surfuce twice, but was so much encumibered by bis clothing that ke was unable to swim.
As he was ginkiog the third time be cangbt the trawl, which was fastencd {0 the dory. Dy means
of this ke tried to haul himself up, but when siill aboat three fathoms under water one of the hooks
caught ia Lis finger and went completely through it. He then grasped the trawl above his head
with the other haud and by a sudden jerk tore the book from his finger. e hauled himself up
and reached the gunwale, but just then another hook caught in his clothing, which rendered it
diifficult for him to get inte the boat. Hc called to his dorymate for help, but the man was too®
frightened fo assist him. By a great cffort he pulled himself over the side of the dory and fell
down exhausted. This is an jnstance of the dogged pluck of the typical Gloucester fisherman, for
after recovering from the first exhanstion he persisted in bauling his trawl and filling Lis dory
with fish before returning to the vessel )

DANGER FTROM 8QUALLS.—While tending their trawls fishermen are liable fo be overtaken
by heavy sqnalls, especially in the winter season, and are unable to reach their vessels. Suclh
squalls are particularly dangerous Decause of the force of the wind, which creates Ligh seas,
and they are often aceompanied with dense snow, whieh adds to the anxiety and peril. Instances
of this kind are constantly occurring, and afford some of the most exciting episodes in the fisher-
may’s life, since, in every instance, a determined and hercic effort is made to regain the vessel in
spite of the wind and sea. Their efforts are often aided by their shipmates on the vessel, who
fusten o line to n dory or buoy wnd allow it to drift cut to the men who are struggling to reach the
vessel.  Sometimes over a mile of rope is paid out in this manner, which expedient has resulted in
the saving of numerous lives. When thati is not available the cable has sometimes been ent or
the anchor broken out Ly putting sail on the vesscl, which then runs down toward the dory and
rescucs the men. At night a light is sometimes rigged to the paid-ont dory. When all these
expedients fail the lost fishermen may be rescued by other vessels in the neighborheod, but too
often they drift about for several days before being picked up. Fishermen have been thus adrift
for six days without food or water and finally rescoed, and many mere have perished after drift-
ing for a long time or have been scon swamped by the breaking waves. When fishermen are thus
adrift and exposed to heavy sens they may succeed in keeping the dory aficat by means of rigging
a “drag,” a contrivanee by which the head of the dory is kept to the wind and sea, and it is thus
prevented from swamping. This “drag” is often made of the body of a dead halibut by tying it
by the head and tail. A buoy keg, with a bole in it, which will fill with water apd thns present a
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resistance to the ses, is also used with the same result. The men meapwhile steadty the boat with
their oars to prevent it from swinging “side to the wind.”

PRECAUTIONS AGATNST LOSS OF LIFE.—Much suffering and loss of life might be prevented if
the fishermen would carry food wud water in their dories when they go ont to haol the trawls. So
many vessels are passing daily in the vicinity of the Ashing grounds that the chances are against
a boat drifting for many days without being picked up, provided the men are ahle to Lkeep up their
strength and spirits. Many of the banks arc so near the land that the men could sueceed in reach-
ing it if they had provisions to support their strength for a few days. The custom of carrying
water and occasfonally provisions in the dories in thick weather is, it is claimed, coming more iuto
fuvor, but this simple precaution agaiost disaster and suffering should be insisted npon by bumane
public sentiment, and possibly alse by legal enactment,

1t has been suggested that it would be uscless to make laws for the govermunent of fishermen
when they are out of sight of the officers of the law, but no matter liow carcless the crew and skip-
pers may be, if a law allowed the fishermen to bring a suit for damages against ihe master and
owners of a vessel which sent them ont in a small boat without provisions, it would be clearly to
the interest of the latter to oblige them to earry the necessities of life, no matter how careless the
men themselves might be.

John Maynard, of New Londen, and William Corthell, of Lyme, Conn., of schooner Gileon
Carman, left, that vessel on George’s on Wednesday, March 17,1869, iu a dory, lo haal their trawls,
and while doing so0 a very heavy thunder-squall sprang up, driving them from the banks. They
had at the time several halibut and from sixty to seventy codfish, which they had to throw over
board, with the exception of one, which they retained to eat. After eating a little it made them
sick, and they were obliged to throw it away. On Thursday night they saw a vessel, but were
unable to attract ber attention; were driflted about all day Friday and Friday night, without any-
thirg to eat. On Satarday merning a duck Lt in the vicinity of the boat, which they managed to
kill and ate it raw. On Batnrday nighrt, when they Liad nearly given up the idea of being saved,
they made a light o few miles abead, Tley immediately palied for it, when {t proved te he the
schooner Henry Clay. During the time they were in the boat they had a steady storm of rain and
snow and were frequently capsized, but with the aid of a bucket they managed to keep the boat
clear of water. Corthell had his feet badly frozen. Maynard’s arm was badly chafed and swollen,
and both snffered greatly.® '

#The Dominion Government gteamer Newfield, Captain Goilford, arrived af JIalifas from
Sable Island to-day, and brought yp William Coleman and James McGrath, who bad landed on
th: island. The two men belonged to the fishing schooner Procter Brothers, of Gloncester, Mass,
They left the vessel in a dory on the western banks of Newfoundland on the mornin g of Sunday,
April 18, to mttend to their trawls. While at this work a gale sprang up, and {hey were unable to
get back to the vessel. For five days they drifted about at the merey of wind and waves, withent
food or water. Their sufferings were intense, as the weather was very cold. MeGrath had Dboth
feet Ladly frozen. On the evening of Tuesday, April 22, their dory drifted ashore on Bable Island,
and the two men are kindly cared for by the men stationed there to aid wrecked people.”$

DANGERS OF ¥O4 OB THICK WEATHER.—There is constant danger, at all seasons of the year,
of ﬁsheximen, while ont in the boats, losing sight of the vessels. In summer, when there is no
anow, lhe fogs are most prevalent. To prevent accidents of this sort, so far as possible, vessels are
prévided with bells, horns, and guns, The common tin horn and Andersen'’s patent horn, in which
the air is forced through a reed by a piston, are the most comnmon horns in use, Occasionally the

* Gloucester and its Fisherien, p. 66. { Boston Herald, April 30, 1580,
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old-fashioned conch-shell horn is carried, and this is cousidered by many experieuced fishermen
superior to the tin horn. Some vessels carry moskets and a few of them small cannon. The firing
of eannon is so expensive and dangerous that they can only be used in an emergency, and they
are not generally fired uniil too late to be of any assistance to the men who are astray. Itis
estimated that an ordinary horn ean be heard in ealm weather from 1 mile to 1} miles; with an
ordinary breeze it can be heard to the windward perhaps not 200 yards, to the leeward perhaps a
mile; but in much of the weatber in which fishermen are out hauling their trawls such a horn
canoot e heard fo a greater distance than one-quarter the lengih of one of their trawl-lines.

Amn objection to the Anderson piston horn is that it gets so easily out of repair that sometimes,
after being used for a few Lours, it is of no further service until it has been overbauled.

There are very serious objections to the use of the mouth horn. The labor of blowiug this
devolves upon the skipper, who remains on board the vessel, and is obliged to keep blowing from
morning until night, in order that the boats may keep within a safe distance of the vessel. This
continual blowing is very exhansting, so that the skipper’s power to aid his wen is very much
diminished at the close of the day, when the sound of Lis horn is generally most needed. Sowme
device by wlich: a snceession of lond blasts, at frequent intervals, ean he kept up on board of the
vessels, especially some horu which ean be worked without the aid of the human lungs, and
powerful enough to be heard a long distanee, would be of the greatest importance to our fisbermen,
as well as to sea-faring men of all ¢lasses and nations.

Much of the danger ineurred by the thickuness of the fog preventing the men in the dories from
seeing their vessel may be averted by the use of a compass in each dory. Although this enstom
has been growing in favor within the last ten years, yet probably not more than onc-ialf of the
dories belonging to Gloucester vessels are provided with this instroment, and the propoertion in
vessels from otber ports is very much less.  It-seemns culpable negligence on the part of the owners
not to provide compasses for their erews, since the cost of an instrument sufficiently accurate to
answer every purpose does not exceed $3. It is a fair question whether they should not be ebliged
by law to furnish such additional sa—feguards to prevent suffering and loes of life. It should be men-
tioned in this connection that where compasses are nsed they are in every instance furbished by
the erews, and not by the owners of the vessels.* Tifty-two men were reported to have gone
astray, from Gloucester vessels, in abont two months, in the spring and eaily sinmer of 1883.

DANGERS FROM COLLISION.—There is danger, in foggy weather, of a dery being run down
by steamers or passing vessels, though disaster can usually be avoided by cutting the trawl or
anchor line. Dories are semetimes capsized by heavy seas when unloading their fish and gear
alongside the vessel. The manner of setiing trawls under sail ia deseribed in the chapter on the
halibat fishery. This is the only method of setting trawls in the haddock winter fishery. As the
vessel under sajl approaches the dories to pick them up, there is a danger of the man at the wheel
miscalculating the exact distance, and, striking the dory, of upsetting her. Many instances of this
kind are recorded. Seine boats, with ten or twelve men on board, have been upset in this way,
though loss of life has pot been frequent as a result of such accidents.

DANGER OF THE UPSETTING OF SMALL BOATS WHEN UNDER SAIL.—This is a not uncommell
cause of loss of life, not s0 much in the case of the Bank fishermen in their dories &s in the shore
fisheries, often carried on in sail boats by men who are reckless in their management.

* LosT I¥ THE FOG.—James Burke and Henry Fitzgerald, of scheoner E. B, Phillips, from Le Have Bank, 1t
left their vessel at 4 p. m. New Year’s day. A thick fog setting in, they were not able to regain her, and they rowed
all night and the next day, when, &t § o’clock, they were fortunate enongh to get alongside schooner Tragabigzanda,
where they got something 1o eat, and, taking a fresh start after getting rested, reached their own vessel at midnight,
after having been absent thirty-six hours.—Caps Ann Adrertiser, January 21, 1876,



DAKGERS OF THE FISHERIES. 125

DANGER FROM DRIFTING I0E,—During the latter part of winter and in early spring the Rajibut
catchers on the Grand Bank and Banguereau are in danger of drifting ice, which may separate
the deries from the vessels.  In the spring of 1875 several dories got astray in this way, though
they were afterwards picked up and the men were returned to their vessels or bronght into port,

DANGERS OF BEING BLOWK OUT TO SEA.—The liability of fshermen, who are engaged in the
shore fisheries in small Doats or dories, to be blown off to sea by sudden and high windg is a dan- -
ger to which this class are especially exposed. Instances of fatal results from this cause are not
uncommon in most of the fishing communities, and narrow eseapes from perilous positions have
beer frequently recorded. A mishap of this very kind fs vividly described in Celia Thaxter's
 Isler of Shoals”:

“One of the most hideous experiences 1 ever heard befell a young Norwegian now living at the
Shouls. Heand « young companion came out from Portsmoutl: to set their trawl, fn the winter fish-
ing, two years ago. Before they reached the island, eame a sndden squall of wind and snow, chilling
and blinding. Tn a few moments they knew not where they were, and the wimd continned to sweep
them away. Preseutly they found themselves nader the lee of White Islaned Head ; they threw
out the road-lines of their trawl, in desperate hope that they might hold the beat till the squall
abated. The keepers at the light-house saw the poor fellows, but were powerless to help them.
Alas! the road-lines soon broke, and the little boat was swept off again, they knew not whither,
Niglit came down upon them, tossed on that terrible black sea; the suow ceased, the clouds flew
before tlie deadly eold northwest wind; the thermometer sank below zero. Onpe of the men died
Lefore morning ; the other, alone with the dead man, was still driven on and ou before the pitiless
gale. He bad po cap nor mittens ; bad lost both. He bailed the boat incessantly, for the sea broke
over him the livelong time., e told me the story himself, He looked down at the awful face of
lis dead friend and thonght *how soon he shonld be like him’; but still Le never ceased bailing—
it wag all he conld do. Before night he passed Cape Cod and knew it as e rushed by. Another
nospeakably awfnl wight, and the gale abated no whit. Next morning he was almost gono from
cold, fatigue, and hunger. His eyes were 5o swollen he could hardly see; but afar off, shining
whiter than silver in the sun, the sails of a large schiopner appeared at the edge of the fearful wil-
derness. Fle managed to hoist a bit of old canvas on an car. He was then not far from Holmes®
Hole, nearly two hundred miles from the Shoals! The schooner saw it and bore down for him, buf
the sea was running so0 high that he expected to be swamped every instant. As she swept past,
they threw from the deck a rope with a loop at the end, tied with a bow-line knot that would not
slip. It caught him over the head, and, clutehing it at his threat with both hauds, in an instant he
found himself in the sea among the ice-cold, furious waves, drawn towards the vessel with all the
strength of her crew. Just before he emerged he Leard the captain shout, ¢ We've Jost him!? Ah,
the bitter moment! For a horrible fear strock through him that they might lose their hold an
instant on the rope, and then he knew it woulkd be all over. But they saved him. The boat, with
the dead man in it all alone, went tossing, heaven kinows where,” :

Ap early accident of this kipd is recorded by a ehronicler of colenial bistory :

“In Japuary, 1641, 4 shallop, with eight men, woulil go from Fiseataqua (though advised to
the contrary), on the Lord’s day, towards Pemaquid, bui were by the porthwest wind driven to sca
for fourteen days; at length they reached Monhegin, and four of them in this time perished with
the cold.” :

DANGER FROM DROWNING.—In considering the varions dangers to whieh the fishermen are
exposed by the npsetting of boats and by being thrown overboard, it is well to remember that
* the men have little chance of saving themselves by swimming, however expert they may be.
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Overloaded, as they are, with thick clething, rendered doubly heavy by saturation, they have
comparatively very little use of their limbs, and, besides, the water is so cold that their muscles
would seon become paralyzed. The majority of New Englaud fishermen are completely ighorant
of the art of swimming; in fact, the ability to swim is not considered by them to be of any speetal
importance, as it searcely increases their chunces for safety. TIn talking with fishermen npon the
subject they will refer {o instapees which have fallen under their observation of two men in o
bosat, one of whom could swim and the other could not. The former, trusting to his skill when
the boat was capsized, allempred to swim 1o a place of safety and was drowned, while the other,
clinging to the bouat, was resened unharmed.

PRECAUTIONS, ACTTU AL OR POSSILLE, FOLI THE SAFETY OF LIFVE.—Sirange io say, there are
rarely any provisions on our fishing fleet Tor the succor of those who are overturned into the water.
If fishing vessals, like merchant and other vessels, could be compelied by law to carry life-huoys
or preservers, many lives might yearly be suved. This law might be enforeed much in the same
way as has already been suggested for the provision of life-ropes and eatables npon the fishing
dories. A small outlay Ly the owners of the fishing vessels to.provide sach simple safety appa-
ratus gz wonld be necded by a vessel and ity erew of twelve or fificen men, wounld Field resulits
of immense importance in the way of preserving valuable lives.

DANGERS OF SALMON-FISHING 1% THE COLUMBIA RIVER.—Ag the salmon have Dbecome less
abundant up the river, the nren go further down, and now the best fishing is found near the bar
at the river's mouih, where the breakers ure very dangerous, especially in the spring.

Many of the fiskermen are drunk or asleep in {he bottom of the boat when it nears the bar,
and hence jose ikeir Hves. Often, too, sober and skillfol men take dangerous risks for the sake
of a gol cateh.  Someties miscaleulsations as to wind and tide result in the boats being driven
into the breakers, where they are swamped at onee. :

In stermy weather, for varimis regsons, seme men are drowned almost every night. In 1879
about forty men were drowned, and more than that number in April and May of 1880, Little cutside
notice is taken of these accidents. Moest of the fishermen are foreigners, without family or friends,
and, unless their bodics are taken in gill-nets, when drowned they drift out to sea and the boat is
reported ar missing.

DANGEES 70 WHALLMEN AXD SEALLRS.—The whalcboats sent out from the vessels to kill
and secure the whales are often struck by the whale’s flukes, and many whalemen have lost their
lives at such times. Semetimes the men are caughi by a foul line and being carried overboard
are drowned., Men cngaged in the furseal and sea-elephant fisheries have lost their lives by the
capsizing of the boats while making a Janding on the rocky shores of the seal islands. In ihe
deseription of the wlale and seal fisheries, in another section of thig report, numerous instances
of these and other dangers to whalemen and sealers are more fully diseussed.

61, PROVISION FOR THE BEREAVED FAMILIES OF FISHERMER.

The naiure and extent of the disasters to which our filshermen are constantly exposed Liaving
Leen considered, it is of interest to know what systematic efforts are made for the relief of their
families wlen, as is usually the case, they are left without adequate means of support.

Private benevolence and the organized charity of the different religious denominations have
beeu found sufficient for the needs in this respect of many of the smaller fishing communities, In
the larger ports private charity is very extensively practiced, notwithstanding the existence of
various charitable organizations,
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In Gloucester, subscription lists are often circulated, musical and literary entertainments are
given, and benefit balls are organized by the friends of impoverished families.*

On the oceasion of extensive disasters, such as occurred in 1862 and 1879, large subseriptions
have l.een made both in Gloucesier and in other eities. The contributions through varions sourees
for the relief of sufferers at Gloucester after the great losses of February, 1879, amounted to abount
$30,000. )

Many fishermen belong to such organizations as the Masonic fraternity, the Odd-Fellows, and
the Knights of Pythias; and in some communities the systems of assarance and mutual help thus
provided are called into much activity. A large percentage of the native-born fishermen are
probably Freemasons. In Gloucester there are two lodges of Freemasons, and in Provincetown, at
Boothbay, Me., and at other ports on the coust of Maine this orgauization is large and iufluential.

There is no doubt that if the town records of the eurly days were searched many instances
might be fonnd of especial provisions fur individual eases like that in the Jaw here quoted, whielr,
though not directly to the point, illustrates the nsage of the eclonies in the seventeenth century:

it Att the Generall Conrt of his Mat® held ait Plymoutl, on the 47 of October, 1675,

“This court, being informed of the low coundition of Aptbya, the relict of John Kuowles, of
Eastham, whoe was lately slayne in the collonies seruice, towards the releiffe and support of the
said widdow and her children, haue ordered to receiune ten ponnds eut of the proffitts of the fishing
att Cape Codd, wherof fiue pounds to be payed to her this yeer, and the oiber fine the next yeer”t

One of the earliest instances of public aid to fishermen’s families, of wlich recerd has been
found, was in 1771, when the provincial government of Massachusetts placed in the hands of a
committeo the snm of £118 for distribution among the families left destitute by the destrretion of
twenty-nine vessels in & siorm on the Grand Barpk.

Charitable societies have been organized at various times and places. Sueh was the Marine
Society of Newbaryport, which had, in 1861, funds to the amount of 26,000, mostly the contribu-
tions and legacies of sea captains, Awmong its beueficiaries at that time were said to be some of
the most respectable people of Newburyport, superanunated seamen, widows, and children, The
fishing interests of this town bave of late declined 1o such an extent that there i3 no need of such
a society except to continue its past benefactions,

Wellfléet, in its days of importance as a fishing port, supperted a charitable organization
called “ Wellfleet Marine Beuevolent Socicty.” In 1861 this society had a reserve fund of $3,000.§

At Portland, Me., there are no organizations to provide for the fishermen’s widows and
orphans, buf the masters of merchant vessels are cared for by the Marine Charitable Society,
The comparatively rare cases of destilution among fishermen here, as in many other fishing ports,
are provided for by the town poor laws.

In some of the largest fishing ports, such as (Houcester, where the frequent recirrencs of dis-
asters is 5o extensive as to be practically beyond the reach of individoal or extemporaneous efforts
for relief, charitable societies bave been organized, but we cannot learn that any arenow partieniarty
active outside of Gloucesier,

* & MERITORTOUS ACT.—Copt. Ezekiel Call, who waa lost in ile schooner Willium Murray during the severe gale
of April 2, 1871, Teft » widow and five small children, Soon after his loss she was presented with a house-lot 2t River-
dale, and her relatives and friends signified their intention of building & house thereon and making her a present of
it. The money for the lumber waa raised by sabscription, the cellar dug and stened by willing Lands; then foillowed
the carpentry work, painting, &e., all doge by volunteers. The house was ready for ocenpancy in the spring of 1873,
and tho thanks of the widow and the fatherless will descend ae & benediction epon the hearts of thoese who assisted in
ite eraction cither Ly money or labor.-- Cape dnn Advertiser, 1873.

tPlymonth Colony Records, Vol. V, 16068-1678, p. 177,

3 Provincetown Advecate, Jan, 25, 1871.—*"A notice of the annunal mecting in the Methodist church Jan, 17.”
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The most important and most efficient of these is the Gloncester Fishormen’s and Seamen’s
Widows and Orphans Aid Society, This was first organized in March, 1862, as the Widows and
Orphans Fund Society, and sinee that date the yearly collections bave been as follows: 1862,
$18,544; 1863, $155; 18G4, $7,300; 18G5, 81,601; 1866, $4,913;. 1867, $3,540; 1868, $4,556; 1869,
$4.897; 1870, #4,420; 1871, §4,020; 1672, $4,220; 1873, $5,485; 1674, $3,102; 1875, 85,120; 1876,
$4,605; 1877, $4,860; 1878, $3,252; 1870, §18,550; 1880, $3,550; 1881, #3,200. Total receipts to
1881, $115,803. I’undas held by the society (inv ested) at close of season, 1881, $20,500. Total
expenditure in nineteen years, $035,390.

In 1862 tke money was raised by public sabseription. The terrible gales in J§ annary and
February of that year resulted in a loss to Glouncester of twenty vessels and one hundred and forty
men, leaving seventy-five widows and one hundred and sixty fatberless children needing aid. A
meeting of the citizens was held in the Town Hall and a committee appointed to distribute cireulars
stating the facts and calling for cubscriptions. In response to this call money was received from
varions parts of the conntry, a generous citizen of Salem eontriluting $500; in other eities and
towns upwards of $10,000 was raised ; and the people of Gloucester contributed more than §5,000.
About $8,000 of the receipts of the seciety that year were dishursed for the immediate relief of
sufferers, and the balanee lield as 4 fund for future needs.

The following yvear, 1863, efforts were made to induce fishernren to join the soeciety, and cer-
tificates were issued at 81 each which entitled their families to receive benefit in case the one paying
for the certificate slhould be lost. Owing to the superstitions of the fishermen this plan was not
very suecessful, only about one hundred and fifty of them being induced to buy the certificates.
In Marclh, 1865, the society was reorganized under its present name, and established on a perma-
nent basis. Aun attempt was made at this time to induce the fshermen to become life members by
the payment of $10 each, but this plan met with no greater favor than selling certificates. -

Tle most successful plan for raising money, and the one still in force, was first attempted in
1864. By this method an assessment of § of 1 per cent. is made ot the earnings of the fishermen.
This amount is dedncted from the fisherman®s share at the settling vp of each trip, and the total
collections of the season are handed over to the society by the fishing firms at the end of each
year. Additional amounts are received from private contributiong. The large collections of 1870
were very largely from outside sources. Several other aid societies were organized in that year,
and their total collections reached nearly 30,000, From $5,000 to $6,000 are now annually dis-
bursed by the Widows and Orphans Aid Society, s widow with three or four children receiving
$30, and smaller families about $30. DBesides allowances of money, clothing and fuel to the
amount of $75 to #125 per family are distributed. The nmumber of families receiving aid in 1874
was 120; in 1875, 135; in 1876, 136; in 1877, 157; in 1878, 134; in 1879, 208; in 1880, 193,

The finapncial report of this society for 1879 shows contributions from abroad amouanting
to $14,353.83; by legacy, $437.25; from fishing Arms and other Gloucester subscribers for 1879,
$2,705.07; from jnterest, back snbseriptions, and other sources, £2,397.78; total receipts, $19,893.93.
The amount paid out in cash allowances was $5,351.53; for fuel, §1,082. 35 for clothing and shoes,
$378.41; provisions, $664.79; aid to Rockport families, #325 ; paid balance due treasurer, 8963.80;
expenses, $310.77; invested, $9,000; cash on hand, 81,815.28; total, $19,803.93. The number of
families assisted was 208, of which namber 109 were added during the year. There were 2_2 pack~
ages of clothing received and 860 garments distributed daring the year.

The annual report for 1880 shows receipts—from a friend, $500; from fishing Srms for 1880,
$1,771.85; from back subseriptions, interest and other sonrces, 84,675.96; total receipts, indlading
eagh on hand (#1,815.28) at beginning of year, $8,763.09. ' The disbursements were—in. ﬁﬁowﬁﬂ_cﬁ“
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of cash, $5,623.09; in frel, $1,165.24; provirions, $213.06; clothing and shoes, $258.12; amount
loaned, $500; paid for books, printing, &e., $17.42; for treaswrer and collector, 8250 ; cash on hand,
$736.16. The number of families receiving assistance during the vear was 193, and the number
taket off the lst during the year was 38.

Gloucester has three other charitable societies, one of which, the Tenemwent Association for
Widows anid Orphans, was organized in 1871. Tts ebject is “to fornirly, at moderate rate, homes
for the widows of our lost fishermen.” It has erected, at a cost of §7,500, a building containing
ten tenements. This is a neat structure in the western part of the city, on #The Meadows.” It
was, unfortunately, not built in a sufficiently central location and las not fully served the purpose
for which it was intended. The poor women are obliged to work for their living and this tenewent
is toe remote frow the busy part of the town.

The Gloucester Female Charitable Association was organized in 1834, for the purpose of assist-
ing the poor. Its funds are derived from anounal memberships and donations. In 1875 it aided
126 families, most of which were those of fisbermen. The financial report of this seciety for the
Fear 1879 shows receipty from contributions, $4,182.02; from assessments, interest, &c., $254.50;
cash on hand at beginning of year, $36.27; total, $4,472.79. The disbursements for the same year
were as follows: For groceries, $801.05; for dry goods, $307.53; for shoces, $541.50; for fuel, stoves,
meat, milk, &c., $499.03; invested, 82,500; cash on hand, $23.6%; rotal, $4,472.7%. The number
of garments distributed for tha year was 1,745,

The Gloncester Relief Association was organized in 1377 for the relief of the deserving poor
of that city. It bad no accumulated fund, but depended upon voluntary contributiens of the
bensvolent to meet the pressing demands consiantly made npon its charity. It has no salaried
officers. After the disastrous gale of February 20, 1879, the association made an appeal to its ear-
licr beneficiaries and fo the charitable public for the relief of the 53 widows and 149 children thus
left dependent upon charity, The appeal was nobly responded to, the amount collected being
#6,846.04, OF ihis amonnt $6,496.37 was distribnted fo fbe needy, and the balance in the treas-
urer’s hands in March, 1881, was $349.67. Besides the coutribations of money, the association
received large quantities of clothing and provisions, which were given to the families of the fisher-
men. It iz intended to make the assovciation a permabent one, us there iz copstant need of its
kindly services.

Apa,.rb from the organized charifable associations, moch good work is done at Gloucester
in & more private way. What is known as the Cape Ann Advertiser Fund was contribuled by
gubseribers of that paper for the relief of sufferers by the gales of Febrnary and March, 1879.
This fund amounted to $671.59 and was the means of doing much good. At the same peried the
* Boston Theater Company sent & generoﬁs donation of money to Glonocester, which was disbursed
by the mayor, assisted by citizens. Collections have been taken in Gloucester churches from time
to time for the relief of suffering families of lost fishermen, and donations are frequently received
by Gloncester ministers from benevolent persons in other places.

8EC Iy——=3@



E.—MANAGEMENT OF THE VESSELS.
By JoszrE W. COLLINS.
52. EVOLUTIONS OF THE FISHING SCHOONER.*

There are nomerous evolutions to be performed in conforming the movements of the vessel
to the changes of the wind; also, in changing her course, and in making those maneonvers incidental
to fishing which are peculiar to the New England fishermen, whose methods of seamapship are in
many respects very different from those elsewhere in use.

These evolutions may be discussed ander the following heads: (1) tacking, or coming about;
(2) jibing, or wearing; (3} boxhauling, or hauling areund; (4 shooting to; {3) heaving to, or
lying to; (6) bringing 2 vessel to an anchor; (7) bringing a vessel to a drag; (8) getting under
way; (%) breaking out anchor under sail; {10} shooting alongside of a seine-boat; (11} shooting
alongside of a dory ; (12) shooting alongside of a whurf; (13} lee-bowing another vessel; (14) run-
ning a vessel upon a lee shore; (15) jumping a vessel off a ledge on » lee shore.

TACEING, OR COMING ABOUT.

The act of tacking a fishing vessel is precisely the same as with any other fore and aft rigged
vessel., This is done by putting down the helm and making fast the jib-gheet to leeward, so that,
as the vessel comes to the wind, the jib will take aback and cause her to fall off in the opposite
direction. To tack un ordinary fisling schooner takes from forty to eighty seconds, the time
varying with the atrength of the wind, the force of the waves, and the peculiarities of the vessel.
The only danger in this evolution is that of ‘“ missing stays” when the vessel js in a dangerous
place on a lee shore or in a narrow chanpel. Fishing vessels very rarely miss stays. The orders
for tacking are: (i) Stand by for stays; (i) Tend the jibs (this means to put the “tail-rope” on the
Jjib-sheets, and if the vessel carries a flying-jily, to slacken the lee sheet and stand by to trim down
on the otber sheet as the vessel comes around); and (iii) Let her come round; to which the man
at the wheel answers: Hard-a-lee, as he puts his helm down. '

JIBING, OB WEARING,

Thig evolution on a fishing schooner ig the same in principle, as on other sailing vessels.
It is precisely the opposite of tacking, the direction of the vessel being changed while running
before the wind, so that the stern rather than the bow crosses its direction. " With n meoderate
wind the act of jibing occupies but a few seconds, but when the wind is stropg and the sheets
must be hauled in and gradually slackened out on the opposite side, it may take from ten {0 twenty
minntes. The orders for jibing are as follows: (@} With light winds, (i} Put the wheel up and let her
jibe over (to the man at the wheel). As the direction of the vessel is changed the wind catches the
sails aback, and of their own accord they pass over to the other gide of the vesselt The fiying-
jib sheets are properly adjusted in obedience to the order, (i) Draw away the flyingjib. (b) With
glronger winds. When ruuning before the wind with a fresh breeze a schooner usnally has a boom-

* This chapter, as well as that which follows, might very preperly be included in the description of the fehing
schooner, bmt om it illuetrates the duties of the fishermen under cortain conditions, we have thoaght it proper to
publish it in this place.

t This is oalled *jibing ali standing,” or * North River jide,” and is common on the Hudson River.
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tackle, which is attached to the main boom and hauled tant to prevent the boom from swinging in
when the vessel lurchies in & sea. The orders are, (i) Call all hands to Jibe the mainsail. This
order is given to one man, who calls $o the men in the furecastle, Stand by to jibe the mainsail ;
«ll hands on deck, The skipper usually repeats the same order to the men in the cabin. (ii}) Un-
kook the boom-tackle. When necessary to Jjibe in this manver the vessel is usually running winged
out, with the foresail ont the opposite side to the mainsail ; but if not, it may be becessary 1o hani
aft on the fore-sheet and jibe it over before the mainsail is jibed. In this case the order is, (iif)
Gather aft on your fure-sheet and jibe the foresail. Afier ihe foresail is Jibed over, and the Loom-
tacklo has been unhooked, the order is, (iv) Houl aft the main sheet. When the main sheet js suffi-
ciently flat, the order is given, (v) Teke a turn with your main-sheet, and a ronnd tourn is taken on the
cavil. The vext order is to the man at the wheel, (vi) Put up your wheel and let her come over. The
vessel haviog changed her course, and the wind catching on the opprosite side of the sail, the next
order is, (vii) Slack off the main sheet and hook on the boom-tackle, The boom-tackle is now hooked on
apd havled tant; the lee fiying-jib-sheet is then hanled tsut in obedience to the order, {viii) Draw
away your jibs, and the vessel pursues her way upon o new course. When the vessel has been
sailing wing and wing it is not usually wecessary to jibe the foresail, that being already on the
proper gide; but when it is necessary, after jibing the mainsail, to wing the foresail out on the other
side, this is generally done in obedicnce to the orders, (i) Wing out the Joresail on the other side.
When the foresail is winged out, the fore-boom is usually held in position by a guy, which answers
the sume purpose as the boom-tackle on the main boom. One end of the guy is fastened to the
end of the boom, and the other taken to the bow of the vessel. The nest order is, (ii) Slack up the
Jore-boom guy and haul aft the fore-sheet. The belmsman is cautioned by the order, (iii) Be careful
how you steer, and dow't let her come over too guick. When the fore-sheet is sufficiently flat, the next
order is, (iv) Take & turn with your sheet ; and the helmsman is then directed to, (v) Let it come over.
At the sail catclies full on the opposite side, the order is, (vi) Slack away on the foresheet and
haul taut the fore-boom guy.

There is considerable danger attendant upon jibing when there is a fresh breege, and boomws
are sometimes broken or even the masts are carricd away., For this reason it ix quite commen
for vessels to tack when the breeze is fresh instead of ** wearing round,” although it is pecessary in
this case to make nearly an entire cirefe and thas take much more time for the evolution. In
order to avoid accidents wlen jibing, it is costomary for some to slacken down the peaks of the
foresail or wainsail, or both, so that less strain will be brought to bear on the ends of the booms
and on the masthesds. This, however, involves the danger of * goosewinging” the sails.

BOXHAULING OR “HAULING ROUND.”

This evolution differs eutirely from that performed by & square-rigged vessel and called by the
same name. It is generalty done on a fishing vessel after she has been lying to under a foresail
aud mainsail, in order fo get her npon the opposite tack without the necessity of setting more sail
and gathering headway., In order to understand this evolution it may be stated that when a
vessel is lyiug to in this manner, the main boom is guyed out broad over her quarter by the boom-
tackle, and the fore-sheet is eased off slack, so thut the sajl helds no wind, and the wheel is hard
dowi, The vessel is governed Ly ber mainsail and the action of {he helm, lying with her head
within four or five points of the direction of the wind and drifting to leeward. When it is neces-
sary to boxhaml, the ovder is given, (i) Haul aft the fore-gheet. This is pulled in sbfficiently,
when the order ig, (ii) Make fast fore-sheet, unkook the boom-tackle, and haul vound. The main sheet
i& row hauled aft rapidly, the helm being still kept down, and as the vessel comes nearly head to
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the wing the order is, (iit} Stand by to hoist the jib. "When the vessel is bead to the wind the order
is, (iv) Hoist away on the jib, At the same time it is customary to also give another order, (v)
Hook on the eruteh-tackic and haul over on the main boom. As the jib is hoisted ap, the shect heing
made fast on the proper side, that ix, the side which was to lecward, it eatches aback and the
vensels bow ir swuny off’ fromr the wind., The next order, as her sails get full, 18, (vi} Draw away
the jib, Under some circomstances the vessel may gather stern-way while this evolution is being
performed, in which eage it is necessary to give the order, (vii) Shift the wheel,

SHOOTING TG,

This evelution is peculinr to fore and aft rigged vesgels, perhaps especially to fishing vesscls.
It is poerformed for a variety of purposes, such as sounding, speaking a vessel, or at any other
time when it is desirable to deaden the leadway without hanling down {he sails or Lieaving to. To
shoot a schooner to, it is only neeessary, when sailing by the wind, to put the wheel part way
duwn, and as sle comes head to wind to keep her in that position by the managemeni of the helm
uvntil her headway Is stopped. One who is skillinl in managing a vessel in this manuer may be
able to sound even in more than 100 fathoms of water with little trouble and loss of time, much
less than would be taken it the vessel were love to.

When speaking another vessel it is customary to pass by her stern and shoot to alongside
of her. In this way the c¢aptains arc enabled to converse, under ordinary circunmstances, for a
number of minutes. There are other purposes for which this evelution is perfermed. These will
be considered below,

HEAVING T0, OR LYIKG TO.

This evolution may be performed in several ways: _

(a) Heaving to with jib to windward. (b} Heaving to under two sails. (o) Heaving to under
Joresail. (d) Heaving to under mainsail,

A veasel may be “hove to” under various circumstances, either for a temporary parpose, such as
taking a boat on board, or picking up anything which has dropped overboard. Again, on the fishs
ing groand, when sounding, while making observations npon the fish, or waiting for their appear-
ance, or when waiting for the small boats which are setting trawls or otherwise engaged; or, again,
in a storm, when it is not safe to be under other sail. Vessela frequently lie to on the fishing
grounds at night in order to keep their position, and in the day-time to cateh fish.

LYING TO WITH A JIB TO WINDWARD.-.This i8 accomplished by fastening the jib-sheet on
the weather side and putting the wheel down, the fore-sheet being sometimes slackened off and at
other times trimmed in its proper place. This is a favorite method with the mackerel seiners dur-
ing the day, when they ure watching for the appearance of fish, and also for the vessela engaged in
the haddock fishery, while on the fishing grounds. A vessel lying to nnder this sail can be filled
away and managed with little delay and by a few persons.

HEAVING TO UNDER TW0 SATLS.—The method of heaving to with mainsail and foresail was
the favorite one with waclkerel catchers when that fishery was prosecuted with hook and Line, and
is also practiced to some extent by other vessels. To heave to in this manwper it is simply neces-
sary t0 guy ocut the main boom, haul down the jibs, and ease off the foreshest, at the same fime
putting the helm down. The orders are given as follows: (i) Stand by to heave to. (i) Fase off the
main-sheet; hook on the boom-tackle and haul it taut, (i) Haul down the jibs. (iv) Fase off the fore-
shest; and (v) Let her come to. In obedience to the Jast order the wheel is pat down so that the
vessel comes up to the wind., As the vessel comes to the wind her mainsail catches aback and her
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Deuwing by H. W. Llliot! apd Capt. . W. Cullina.
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headway s deadened; she soor stops, and makes u square drift at right angles with the direction
in which she heads. A vessel is also very often liove to in this manner when sounding or tishing
for eod on the Banks ang elsewhero.

HEAVING TO UNDER TORESAIL~—A vosstl is « hove to” under a foresail either to hold hor
position on the fishing grounds in the night, as is the eustom with the mackerel catchers, or during
a heavy storm or gale, when it is not practicable to have mainsail and jib set.  In the latter case,
however, the foresail is always reefed, the other sails are taken in and furled, the foreshect
trimmed aft, and the wheel put down. BSometimes a riding sail is set on the mainmast to keep the
vessel steady and cloger fo the wind than she would be under reefed foresail alone. The vessel in
this way heads witkin aboat five points of the wind and poes ahead slowiy. The leeway is usually
from three to six points—that is, the course is from three to six points to leeward of where she
heads, the amount of leeway depending somewhat on the force of the wind and waves.

HEAVING TO UNDER MAINSAIL.~—Heaving to under a mainsail is an evolution which is less
common than formerly. This method was practiced almost exelusively by the mackerel eatchers
when engaged in hook-aud-line fishing and was usnally done to give the vessel a sieadier and sguare
drift. It is dope in the samoe mapner as heaving to uuder two sails, with the exception that the
foresail is lowered and furled.

BRINGING A VERBSEL TO ANCHOR.

ON THE BaANEs—If the vessel is under bank sajl (for description of this sail see under
“Schooner rig?) it is customary to haul dewu the jib and to ascertsin the depth of water by
sounding. If the proper depth is obtained the orders are given, (i) Let yo the anchor ; {ii) Pay
away (or “stick out”) the cable; while this is being done by part of the crew the next order is
(iil) Furl the jib. 'The foresail is nsually kept up until the anchor reaches the bottow und oecasion-
ally for a few minutes later. The order is then given, (iv) Lower away (or haul down) the foresail.
The foresail is then furled (being sometimes first reefed). When it is thomght that safficient
eable has been paid ont to enable the anchor to cateh the botiom 1he order is given, (v) Weather-
Bit the cable.*  As soon as the anchor catches the bottom the vessel fetehes up and swings head to
the wind; the order is then given, (vi) Strad her up.t

The wethod of anchoring on the Banks is much the same i rough weather, the only difference
being that sometimes the foresail is taken in sooner. While it is goite a ¢ommen occurrence to
bring a vessel to anchor in moderate weather with wainsail up, this is rarely wudertaken with
strong winds and a rough sea. When this is done, however, the vessel ia hove to under two sails
before the anchor is let go, and while the cable is being slacked away, or “paid out,” the foresail
is lowered and furled, and the jib is also furled. When it is supposed that there is sufficient cable
out tor the vessel to fetch up, the order is given, (i) Stand by te fake aft the main sheet. As the
vessel swings head to the wind the beom-tackle is slackened and the sheet is pulled in until the
main boom is directly amidships or parallel with the direction of the vessel. The crutch-tackles
from each side of the stern are then “hooked on™ to steady the boom, which is lowered into a
crutch and the tackles are hauled tant. The ainsail is then nsually lowered away and furfed,

* Weather-bitting the cable s to take an extra fum with it ronnd the end of the windlass and over the windlass-
bit, 8o that it ean be held firmly from slipping or ‘‘rendering ¥ when the vessel fetches np, and consegnontly brings &
heavy strain on the eable.

t© 8tradding the cabis up,” is winding reund it a number of braided ropes called strads, esch from 910 12 feet long.
These are pointed at the ends, and oue after another is put on uutil several fathoms of the cable have been covered,
0 that the lower part of that which has been stradded will reach nearly to the water, while the upper part is eome
distance inside of the hawse-pips. This is done fo prevent the cables from chafing in the hawse-pips or about the
wben. p
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except in speeial cases, when it may be temporarily kepd up. Oceagionually, when anchoring in
this way, it may be desirable to lower the wainsail before the foresail is taken in.

ANCHORING IN HARBOR IN SHOAL WATER.—To bring 4 fishing schooner to anchor in a harbor,
if there is sufficient room, the jib or jibs are first lowered and the helm put down so thut the vessel
shoots dead in the wind until her headway ceases. When she has stopped and begins to gather
sternway the anchor is let go.  There are, however, quite a number of ways of deing this, depend-
ent altogeiher apon surrounding cirenmstances. If running into a harbor with a fair wind where
there is a large fleet at anchor, there may not be room encugh to handle a vesscl in the manner
Just described. The after sails are then first taken in and furled, and last of ull the jib is lowered,
The anchor is let go ¢ under foot ? while the vessel is still forging ahead. Sometimes all (he sails
bt the mainsail are hauled down; at other times all but the foresail. Indeed, the maunagement
of the sails varies with the oceasion, and therefore no definite rule ean be laid down.

BEINGING A VESSLL T0 A DRAG.

The act of bringing a fishing vessel to a drag is necessary only in the most furions gales.
As a general thing, when this is done, the vessel is lying to under a close-reefed foresail, with,
oceasionatly, also a reefed riding-sail set on the mainmast. On fishing vessels it is castomary to
attach the drag, whatever it may be, to the riding anchor on the pert side, and for this reason,
the vessel, if she ia lying to on the siarboard tack, is worn around so that she will be on the
port tack before the drag is put out. Sometimes the sess are so dangerous that it is impracticable
to wear around, and in such a case the starboard tack musit be nsed instead. The simplest form
of using a drag on a fishing vessel, when drifting in deep water, where there is no probahility of
the anchor taking bottom, is only to throw out the anchor and pay out from one to two hundred
fathoms of ecable. The foresail is then taken in and farled, and the reefed riding-satl, or perbaps
the peak of the “ bhalance-reefed mainsail,” is set, in order to keep the vessel steady in the gea and
close to the wind. The necessity of frequently heaving the vessel to a drag in the extremely vio-
lent gales which the fishermen encounter bas Ied to the substitution of several devices mueh more
effective than a simple anchor in offering a resistance to the water and keeping the vessel’s head
near the wind. One method is to sling one or more casks or barrels, and to attach 1hem to the anchor.
The easks have holes ju them so that they are soon filled with water and they then offer considerable
resistanee to the drifting craft and assist materially in keeping the vesscl in proper position. Planks
and spars have been used for the same purpose, being slung at the ends or in the middle. Some
special applinnees have alzo been made, construeted of plank, eanvas, and jiron.  The last mentioned
are commonly nuule fast to the ancbor and cable, whieh are paid out in the manuer described. It is
probable that with @ suitably devised apparatus much better results could be obtained by simply
attaching it to & hawser, without any anchor.

The pructice of earrying drags or fleating anchors is, unfortunately, too mueh neglected on
our fishing veasels. The object of this form of apparatws is to prevent foundering of sea-going
vessels when lying 1o in heavy gales, cspecially when sails have been blown away, or when from
other eanses a vessel has become nomanageable, or is lying in 2 dangerous position. Unless &
vesgel is provided in such an emergency with some sort of a drag to be put ont at the bow, 8o as
to prevent ber from falling into the trongh of the sea, she is linble to meet with seripus disaster,
amounting in mahy cases to an eutive loss of the ship and crew. 1t is believed by many whese
esperience renders them eapable of judging correctly that & large percentage of the loss by foun-
dering which occars to the fishing fleet of Xew England might be obviated by the use of properly
constructed drags. As is well known, heretofore seamen have generally been compelled in such
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Fisuing schooner at anchor in winter on the Grand Bauks, riding out a gile.
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emergencies to rely on some sort of floating anchor improvised from spare material on shipboard,
snch as spars, casks, &c,, the rigging of which is generally attended with much danger and delay,
at a time, too, when the atmost dispatch is desirable, if not imperative. And when eompleted
these rudely constructed affairs are rarely, it ever, found to answer well the purpose for which
they were designed, shipwreck und loss of life often beiug the result of their fanlty constroction.
Unfortnnately, too, there is crealed a prejudice in the scaman’s wmind against using such countriv-
ances, and nunjess provided with apparatus spectally designed for this purpose he must take the
fearful alternative of chance to insure his sale return to port,

To obviate these difficulties varicus improved forms of drags or floating anchors have been
designed, some of which are acknowledged to be mweritorious; but if is a somewhat remarkable
fact, in view of the sertons losses which bave oecurred to the fishing fleet, that almost none of the
vessels are provided with even the simplest form of sea anchor, which, used in conjunction with
a small amount of oil, might often prevent serions disaster,

GETTING UNDELL WATY.

The usuul method of getting under way in a harbor is: (i) to hoist the mainsail; (ii) to hoist
the foresail (sometimes the main gafl*topsail is set at the same time); (iil) to heave up the anchor;
(iv) {as the anchor breaks ground) to hoist the jib or jibs, and fill away, although the head-sails
arc nop always hoisted until the zochior is op to the bow; {v) the anchor is catted and taken on the
boew; (vi) the staysuil or other light sails that may be required arc set.

There are several other methods of getting under way in a harbor, dependent wholly on eircum-
staneces, such as first heaving up the anebor and filling away under the jib, aod afterward hoisting
the ather sails; getting under way under reefed sails, and also under the mainsail and jib or jibs.

In getting under way on the Banks the anclior is first heaved up and taken on the bow; the
foresail is then loosened and hoisted, and after that the jib. The vessel is then under “ bank-sail,”
since she also has a riding-sail up, and, unless she is about to go o considerable distance, no other
sail is set, cxcept, perhaps, the flyingjib or staysail. 1f, however, it is necessary to set the main-
sail, the riding-sail is first hauled down and the maiusail hoisted in its stead. Jf the winds are

- light and the vessel going & long distance, a main gaff'topsail is alse usually set.

BREAKING OUT ANCHOR UNDER SAIL.

This evolution ix rarely performed, exeept nnder gome sudden emergency when it is not prae-
ticable to weigh the anchor, TFishermen, while out in their dories hanling trawls, are sometimes
caught to Jeeward in a squall, or the wind may be blowing too hard to allow them to reach their
vessel, At such a time, to prevent the loss of the cable and anchor, and to rescue the men, the
foresail and jib are hoisted, and an endeavor made to break the anchor clear of the bottom. By
this means the vessel may be brought far enough to leeward for the men in the dory to get on
board, There are a few instances on record where this has bLeen successfully accomplished, and
the lives of several men have thus been saved.

It is & very common oceurrcuce for the halibut vessels, when Ixing in deep water, to heave
short on their cable and then to hoist the sails and break the anchor out in that manner. They
then tow it along to anotber position on the edge of the bank ivstead of heaving it up to the bow,
which would take several hours. At other times they heave in the eable uptil the anchor is broken
out from the bottom, and, setting sail in the same manoer, it is towed along, sometimes for a dis-
tance of seven or eight miles.

We give the following as an instance of breaking out an anchor under sail in order to rescue
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men who were to leeward : In October, 1878, the schooner Marion, of Gloncester, was Iying on the
southern edge of Banguereauw at anchor in 1530 fathoms of water. The dories had been out to hanl
the trawls, and all had succeeded i reuehing the vessel exeept one, which had been detained to
leeward, and, at the time of starting for the vegsel, was more thap o mile distapt. The wind had
Leen Mowing fresh all the morning and was inercasing rapidly,  There was but little proapect of
the dory reaching the vessel.  The ordinary expadient of paying down another dory, attached to a
buoy and line, was resorted to and more than o thousand fathoms of buoy-line paid out. The men
in the dory sueeeeded ip getting held of this, but unfortunately the line parted and only owe thing
cotld then be done to reseaes the men,  This was accomplished as follows: The foresail was hoisted
and then the jib, which had been guyed vt on one side o thai the wind wonld eateh it aback and
fill the vessel away. The anchor, having firm hold on thie bottom, did not at once break put, but it
finally let go its hold, after whieh the vessel ran to leeward abd the men and dory were picked up.
When vessels are st auchoer in shallow water on rocky Dbottom, the anchor sometimes becomes
canght in the bettom, or “rocked,” ax it s called. 1t is then necessary that sail be set, and, by
tacking back and forth, it may be possible to cleur the anchor and thus prevent its loss.

SHOOTING ALONGSIDE OF A SEINE-BOAT.

This is & maneuver peculiar to the mackerel fishermen engaged in purse-seining, and it is one
which reguires n considerable amount of skill and judgment in its execution. To shoot a vessel
to, or to heave lier to, alougside of a seine-boat so that she will stop headway almost at a given
point, or withip a few feet of it, requires an intimate kunowledge of the pecuoliarities of a vessel, and
a skillfmt management of saily awd helm, especially since this muest be done wuder different eir-
cumstances, whicli vary with the strength of winds, tides, and sea, The ordivary method is
the same a8 heaving to under two sails, which we have already described ; at other times, perhaps,
only under the mainsail, the evolation being porformed in sueh a manner that the vessel shoots fo
elose alongside of the seine Doat, so that a rope may be thrown to the men in it, the vessel at the
same time stopping short at that peint, Long practice und an intimate knowledge of the vessels
hay enabled our fishermen to perform this cvolution with a precision and exaectness truly sur-
prising.

SHOOTING ALONGSIDE O A DORY.

In some branches of the fisheries, cgpecially the haddoek fishery, the shore cod fiskery, and,
occasionally, in the halibut and bank cod fishery, the vessels make “flying sets,” or, as it iy more
frequentiy termed, ‘“set under sail,” This particular method of setting trawls will be discussed
elsewhere. It is ubnecessary to go into detuils here further than to state that the vessels, instead
of being anchored, are kept under snil while the trawls are being set and hauled. While the
fishermen are ont in the dories setting and hauling, the vessel is managed by the captain and
cook, and whenever one of the dories has finished the operation or has secured a load of fish, the
vessel is shot to close alongside of i, s0 that it may come ou board at once. This evolution is
often performed when there is a strong wind and gquite a rongh sea, and il requires the same
amount of knowledge and skill in handling the vessel as it does to shoot alongside of the seine-
boat. Iun the Iatter case, though it is not absolutely necessary that the vessel should shoot so
close to the dory or stop 50 short, the feat is more difficuit becanse there are only two men to
manage the vessel. As a general thing the vessel is shot to, or hove to, with Ler jib to windwaxd,
and sometimes the fore-sheet is cased off, so that the vessel makoes a drift nesrly at right angles
with the Qirection in which she heads. A¢ other times, especially in rough weather, when there is
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a sufficient number of men ou board to accomplish it, the vessel is hove 10 close nlongside of the
dory under two sails, and in all respeets this evolution is theu similur to that of shoeting to along-
gide of a seine-boat. There are, perhaps, some other ways of shooting to alongside of a dory, such
as ghooting up and tacking at the same time, thus reaching the dory aud shovting to without the
Jib te windward, and occasionally, when the winds are lighi, a vessel may be ran alongside of the
dory and it may be picked up while she is going before the wind,

SHOOTING ALONGSIDE OF A WHARF.

This is an evolntion which is constantly Leing performed in any of our larger fishing towns,
but while it is of such common oceurrence and is, almost without exception, performed with an
agtonishing degree of skill and judgment, there are se many different ways of performing the
maneuver, dependent upon surrounding circumstances, thaf ooly a few of those in common use
can be given here. It is, perhaps, scareely necessary to say that on returning from a vovage it is
the ordinary practice for 4 fishing vessel to go at once to the wharf wlere her cargo is o be landed
and where she will be refitted for another craise, This might be accomplished, as with Jarger
vessels, by first anchoring and either being towed in by & tug or banling in by warps without any
great risk or display of skill, hut this would involve a loss of time and an amount of extra labor
which it is at all times desirable to avoid. One of the moxt cominon ways of shooting alongside
of a wharf, when the wind is blowing from it, is fuor the vessel 10 be kept under sail and under
headway until she approaches compuratively close to it and some distance to leeward. The bead
sails are then haaled down and she is luffed to the wind, atter which the mainsail is lowered, It
is emstomary at such times for the skipper, or mastet, to take a station where he can eommand the
gcene. Al experienced man is placed at the wheel, who steers the vessel in conformity to the
orders of the captain. Other men stand by with ropes 1o throw out as the vessel approaches the
wharf, these being {astened by persoms on the whar! in readiness to receive them. The headway
of the vesse! is thus checked and she drops into her Derth, To shoot into a wharf with a free
wind all sails are hanled down while the vessel is yet some distance from it and she is allowed to
ran in with bare poles. This, however, can ouly be accomplished with safety when there is a
compuratively moderate wind, or when perhaps the tide is partially ebbed, so that the vessel may
bring up on the bottom. 1t is by no means an unusual occurrence for & vessel to shoot alongside
of & wharf with her mainsail, and sometimes her foresail, up when the wind is blowiug frem it,

LEE-BOWING ANOTHER VESSEL.

At the pregent time this evolution is seldom performed. When mackerel were takeu by
jigging or with hook and line, one vessel would sometimes atiempt to draw away, or “toll,” a large
school of fish from another. This was done by Leaving to, either under two sails or nnder main-
sail, close under the lee bow of the vessel which was catching the fish and by throwing out of a
great amount of “to1l* bait. The mackerel usually folowed this bait, sud fhe consequence was
that the leeward vessel soon had the best fishing. This maneunver corresponds, in mMauy respects,
to heaving to alongside of & seive-boat, since the vessel must be stopped directly under the lee bow
of the other, but of courss it differs in that she is not brought as close te the windward vessel as
she wonld be to the seine boat. Bone twelve to twenby years ago it was not ancommon on our
New England coast, especially in the fall, to see from two handred to four hundred or even five
hundred sail of vessels lying to, in apparently a compact mass, fishing for mackerel. This was
the result of oue after another lee-bowing such vesgels as had secured good fishing,
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RUNNING A VESSEL UFON A LEE SHORE.

Most of the fishing vessels are employed at all seasons of the year, and probably more
exposed than any other class of vessels (o the dangers incident Lo approaching the jand. One of
the greatest of these dangers is being canght on a lee shore., *Yessels are seldom compelled to
resort to the expedient of running on the Iand in a gale, for they are nsnaliy well provided with
ground tackle to ride ont at anchor alinost any gale. This expedient is almost alwitys resorted to
when others fail.  Oceasionally, however, a vessel may be canght on u lec shore in a heavy gale,
i which sbe is unable 1o carry sudicient sail to work off, and may not be provided with proper
tackle for holding on at anehor, When it is guite certain that the vessel will be driven ashore by
the force of the gale {it may be during the night), it is considered more prudent, for the safety of the
we, to rub the vesgel @ head od™ upon the land while it is yet light enough to select the best place
“to beach,” When sueh a course iz decided upon, it is customary to set all the sail that the vessel
van carry, and to keep this on ber even after she has struck, if it be a sloping shore, until she has
been driven up as bigh as the winds and waves will force her. 1 this is done at high tide or on
the first of the ebls, it js probable that the crew will be saved. There have been pumerons
instavees in the Bay of Saint Lawrence, espeecizlly on the north side of Trince Edward Island, or
in the bend of the island, as il ix called, of fishing vessels running ashore in this manner. The
vegsels have sometimes been driven so high that they were bat little injored, and after the
abatement of the slorm were agaiu lsunched and employed in the fisheries for many years
thereafter. .

In the fall of 1851, and again on Aungust 23 and 24, 1873, many instanees of this kind ocenrred
in that loeality, together with many of a sadder uvature, which will ong be remembered by those

interested in the fisheries.
JUMPING A VESSEL OFF A LEE SHORE,

‘When a vessel strikes on a ledge a heavy press of sail may be set, and by careening the
vessel down she may “jump off.” This manenver is often assisted by the sea, as the vessel, with a
crowd of sail on her, will move ahead as often as she raises on o wave, and unless the ledge is too
near the water's surfuce for ber to pass over, or other circumstances are very unfavorable, the

attempt is generally successful.

53. AMOUNT OF CANVABS CARRIED BY A BCHOONER.

Althongh a schooner can carry more saii when the wind bows from a direction abaft the
beam, her peeuliar excellencies are best seehh when the wind is forward of the beam, and when she
is said to be “gailing by the wind.”

Tn discussing the amount of canvas earried under different cireumstances by the same vessel,
we proposo to speak of her mavagement (1) when sailing with the wind “on the quarter,” (2) when
satling “by the wiml,” {3) when sailing with a “beam wind,” (4) when sailing with the wind
“astern.” '

Wind coming from a direction abaft the beam—that is, gtern windd and quarter winds.—are
called “ free winds,” while those ai right angles to the keel are beam winds, and those blowing
from a direction forward of the Deam are called “ scant” or ¢ head” winds.

The difference between a ‘‘seant” and a “head” wind is thus defined: When a vessel can
keep on her course while safling by the wind, it is called a “seant wind,” but when she ig unable
w0 do this it s called & “head wind,” a head wind being any wind which necessitates tacking back
and forth—that is, beating to windwurd.
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Fishing schooner ranning before the wind, wing and wikg, with the staysail scandalized.-
Drawing by Capt. J. W. Collins,
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While this may not be the place to discass the ability of the achooner to sail eloge fo the wind,
it may Le stated that the average fishing schooner may be steered within five points of the wind,
and the best sailers, under favorable circumstances, within four peints.  In this respeet their per-
formance is equal to that of many yachts. There are probably no modern vessels in the New
England fishing fleet whick cannot sail within five points of the wind., To sail within four points
of the wind it is necessary for a vessel (o bead nortlieast wheo the wind blows directly from the
north or at an angle of 45° with the direction of the wind ; when sajling within five points of the
wind the vessel would be headiug northeust by east~the wind being still from «due north—or at an
angle of 560 30, When a vessel is sziling more than five pointe off from the direction of the
wind, she is no longer sailing ¢“by the wind,” and the sheets must be slackened and the sails
allowed to go farther ont npon the leeward side. As her conrse deviates farther und farther from
the direction of the wind she is said to be running with “free sheets,” until the wind becomex
“pheam” or at an angle of 90° to the direction of her keel. When the wind comes from a direc-
tion which is more than 909 from that in which the bow is pointed and at an angle as great as or
in the viciuity of 1359, she is said to be sailing with the wind “abaft the beaw.” When the wind
is about 45° abaft the beam, sle is sailing with the wind on her qrarter, the direction of the wind
having the same relation to the stern of the vessel that it had to the bow when the vesse] was
sailing “by the wind.” When the wind is blowing in such a way that its direction forms with
the keel v angle of less them 45°, the wind s said to be “aft,” and if directly astern, the vessel

ix ssid to be sailing “ dead before it.”

WITH THE WIND ON THE QUARTER.

The average schooner sailing with the wind “on her guarter,” with her fullest complement of
sails, will carry all her sails unti} the wind blows what the fishermen would call a “good Lreeze.”
The first sails to be talken in, as the wind freshens, are the ha.]}'ompjih and staysail. This is neces-
sary in order to prevent the topmasts from being carried away., A vessel carrying all her sails
with a fresh breeze would probably heel over antil her senppers touched the water, and sometimes
deeper, before it would be necessary to take in the balloonjib and staysail, and, under these ¢ir-
cumstanees, wonld sail at the rate of 10 to 12 knots an hour. :

Under these conditions the vessel makes its best speed, the water usunally being smooth and
the “point of sailing” favorable, Large vessels belonging to the port of Glouncester and other
fishing ports have, nnder such circumstances, made a speed of 13 or 14 miles an hour.

As the breeze increases in strength the foretop-sail and then the maintep-sail are removed.
The heeling over of the vessel would remain about the same, and ler speed would be practically
podiminished. The flying-jib is next taken in. The vessel is now moving ahead with what is
called & whole-sail breeze,” and when the jib, for(:éail, and mainsail are get, is said to be nnder
“ whole sail,” the other sails being known as the “light sails.”

The differences in the shape and rig of vessels render it possible for some to carry a certain
amount of sail mueh longer than others, and to heel to an extent which would be dangerous to
others. The average schooner must shorten sail when the lee-rail is level with the water,

With a whole-sail breeze and & comparatively smooth sea the speed of the vessel remains about
the same a8 when the breeze is lighter and all pails set. It is supposed that a whole-sail breeze,
for a vessel with the wind on her quarter has a velocity not far from 30 miles an Lour.

A schooner-rigged vessel will earry o larger proportion of sail in comparison with a sguare-
rigged vessel when sailing Ly the wind tban under any other circumstances. As the wind
incresses, the mainsail is taken in and reefed. It is usually the custom at such times, especially
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if the wind is increasing rapidly, to put either a single or a double reef in the mainsail. The
Gloucester fishermen usuaily pat in a double reef at once. At the same time the bonnet ig taken
‘out of the jib. When it has become necessary to shorten sail to this extent the sea is always
rough and the speed of the vessel may be somewhat dmnmshed, perhaps to 9 or 10 knots.

As an instanee of speed made under such circomstances, it may be stated that the schooner
William H. I‘o} ¢, in the spring of 1875, made a passage to the Western Bank, « distance of 380
miles, in about forty-two hours, or an average speed of 0 miles an hour, running almost all the
time under reefed muinsail, jib with the bonnet out, and whole foresail.

Before it is necessary to shorten sail furthier the wind has strengthened to nearly a gale. The
pressure npou the foremast is now so great that it soon becomes necessary to reef the foresail, to
prevent the foremast being carried away.

If the wind is increasing rapidly two recfs are at once put in the sail; if otherwise, a single
reef. A vessel with maiusail and foresail double reefed and the bonnet out of the jib can carry
that sail, while ranning free, until the wind blows a gale,

The following instances illustrate the relative amount of sail carried by schooners and square-
rigged vessels when it is necessary to put the former under this sail:

The schooner Ocean Bell, in the spring of 1874, while on a passage to Gloucester from the
Grand Bank, sailing uuder double reefs, fell in with and passed a large bark, head reaching under
close-reefed topsails and foretop-mast staysail. Again, in the automa of 1875, the sehooner How-
ard, under double reefed sails, fell in with apd passed a large bark lying to under a goose-winged
lower maintop-sail, huving no other sail set. Numerous und possibly wmore striking instances of
this sort might be related. These schooners were sailing by the wind, and under these circum-
stances the comparative merit of the schooners appears at best advantage, althongh they cannot
carry the sails so long when sailing by the wind as when the wind is on their quarter. A
gehooner with the wind as last mentioned may carry this sail uutil the wind blows a smart gale,
and it is more frequently the case that they have to shorten sail still further on gccount of the
roughuness of the sea, and the consequent heavy Iurching, than beeaunse of their inability to earry so
much canvas. The wind is now whistling, or, in fishermen’s phrase, squealing” through the rig-
ging ; and even an ocean steamer, if heading the sea or in its trough, would be tossing about in o
manner which would be very uncomfortable and atarming to most of the passengera.

As the sea and the wind increase there is a danger of carrying away the main boom, the end
of which is frequently dipped under as the vessel lurches to leeward. The mainsail is now, there-
fore, taken in and furled, and in its stead the riding-sail, especially on the Bank vessels, is bent to
the mainmast and Loisted, this sail being without a boom and considerably smaller than- the two-
reefod mainsail, therefore causes the vessel to lureh much less than when she has the long main-
boom over her lee quarter.*

Under the present arrangement of the sails, riding-sail, doublereefed foresail, and jib without
the bonnet, the vessel continues until the wind blows a heavy gale.

When o schooner is going abead under tbese sails an ocean steamer would be making slow
progress if heading tho wind, and would be obliged to alter her course to avoid Iying in the trough
of the sea if she shonld be steering with the wind abeam.

In the heavy gale of January 27, 1879, the schoener Mariou, of Gloucester, while running nnder
this sail, passed a large ocean steamer near the Western Bank, making slow progress to the west-

= Sometimes the riding-suil ia not sat, Lut the vessel is allowed to rae under donble-reefed foresail and jib, The
method of petting the riding-sail as desoribed is, however, perhaps the most common.
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ward, with the wind on her starboard bow, and having only the fore and main spencer set.  Daring
this gale several merchant and fishing vesgels met with disasters, The sea at this time ig go high
that it is frequently necessary to ran nearly dead before the wind to prevent the vessel being
bknocked down? or “tripped,” or 4 sea hoarding her o her guarter.  The next move is to take in
the riding-sail and jib and forl them up. When this beeomes neeessary the wind is blowing
nearly a hurricane. The vessel is now raniting under a double-recled foresail, and ean eoutinue
under this sail as loug as the canvas will sfand. Instonces in which it las Leen bDlown away are
not unasnal.  Fishing vessels are not often obliged {6 conw down to a donble-rected foresail iu the
smmmer months, though they do so sometimes during the so-calied “fall hurricancs” Inthe winter
8 vayage of a few wecks is seldom mwade withont ranning under denble-recfed foresail at least onee,
and, in many instabpees, ten or twelve times dwrving the trip, pariicularly if long puassages e
made.

It is unfortunate that there is no means of estimatiug the foree of the wind us 1t blows in il
ocean, but many ebservers consider that is veloeily far excerds anything that bas been recorded
on the land, except perhaps at such exposed locations as the top of Mount Wushingtown,

When the anemometer at the signal station on Thatceler’s Island records o wind viloeity nf
05 to 70 miles an hour, it has been reported thatl fishing vessels in the immediate vicinity have,
in some cases, earried donble-reefud foresall and mainsail, and jib withow! the bobnes, and, in
other instances, double-reefed foresail, jib with two beuncls removed, and riding-sail.  This, too,
wag when they were sailing by the wind and carrying less sail than they counid carry bad they
been runping free. The remarks with reference to sailing with the wind “on the quarter” apply in
a general way when the wind is “abaft the beam?” or # well aft.”

SAILING “AY THE WINDY

When thoe vessel is sailing by the wind the management of the sails is similar to that already
deseribed, except that sail is reduced sponer as the wind increasex in forece. The sheets being
hauled tight, the Looms, within 8 fow degrees, parallel te the line of 1he keel, aud the sails showing
a flat surface to the wind, a mueh greater lateral pressore is brought to bear upon the vessel. A
vessel rugning free is, of course, going in the same direction ax the wind, and fecls its foree in a less
degree. A vessel sailing by the wind will eome down to double-reeted sails, when, with the wind on
her quarter, she might, perhaps, carry whole sail. When a vessel running witl: the wind on ber
quarter woukd be nnder donble-reefed sails, one pailing by the wind would need to be *“hove to”
ander dogble-reefed foresail,

WITH THE WIND #ABEAM.”

When the vessel is sailing with the wind abeam &ail is rednced in the same manner as already
described. When the wind is abeam sail ean be ecarried longer than when sailing by the wind,
though not se long as when the wind is on tbe quarter, This is not so much on account of limita-
tiona connected with the management of the sails themselves, hnt because when a gale is blowing
it is necessary to avoid sharp seas directly upon the beam, which are frequently very dangerous
and sometimes result in “knocking the vessel down.” Oceasionally a vessel sailing with the wind
on the beam must be “hove to” sooper than when sailing “by the wind,” and always sooner than
with the wind “on her quarter.”

WITH THE WIND ASTERN.

When the wind iz astern a comparison Detween the schooner and the square-rigged vessel
is least favorable to the schooner, except perhaps during very light winds. Every possible device
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is need to spread the sails to the wind. The most common one of these is “winging them out,”
which is done by having the mainsail and main-gaff topsail on one side and the foresail on the
other, with their sheets slackened well off, 50 that the sails are nearly at right angles with the
direetion of the vessel, and i sneh a position as to receive the greatest amount of pressare from the
wind. Whlen running “ winged” the main jib iz generally hatled down, and sometimes also the
other jib or jibs. It i nscless at this time to set the staysail in itg proper place, and when the
winds are woderate it is therelore freguently set to leeward opposite the foresuil, and in such g
manuver that il catehes the wind whieh passes throngh between the mwainsail avd foresail, adding
materially to the speed of the vessel.  This inethod of setting it is called “scandalizing the staysail.”
The rate of speed aftaived by vessels with their sails “winged out” is nearly the same as with
the wind “ron the gnarter.,”  Sail may be carried thus for a long time, but it s not custowary to
do so, beeause i is diffieult to take in sails dering strong winds when they are “winged out” A
vessel will sail under donble-veefed mainsall and foresail “winged out” when, with the wind on
lter guarter, she would be ranming under the same sails with the jil up, Much caution and judg-
ment iz needed in sailing with & freshening wind astern. Headstroug skippers have carried whole
suilg in this manner when the wind was blowing a gale. Serions damage has sometimes resilted
a8 3 consequenee.

54. MANAGEMENT OF DISABLED VESSELS.

In: the chapter on disasters the injuries to which fishing vessels are lable have been fully dis-
cussed. Mool kind of injury is repaired in its owu way. There are, however, certain kinds which
are repaired in a peculiar maoner, requiring speeial skill and daring on the part of the fisher-
men. A few of the most prominent of these will be meutioned: {a) Management of vessels which
hiave lost their spars.  (b) Repairing damages to the rigging. (e Repairing or improvising of sails.
(d) Repalring or improvising rudder. (¢} Repairing leaks. (f) Righting vessels which have been
knocked down,  (g) Repairs of boats.

MANAGEMENT OF VESSELS WHIOH HAVE LOST THEIR SPARS.—When the topmast i3 carried
away, generally no atteropt is made {o supply another at sea, although in some cases it is fitted
anew and replaced.

) The main boom, if’ carried away, is generally ¢ fished” by means of an improvised apparatus,
which can usually be mude fo answer every purpose.

In the cuse of losing a flying-jib boom attempts are rarely made to repair it at sea, 88 most
of the fishing vesscls can do without it.

The fore boom and the fore and main gaff are frequently ¢ fished ” or repaired in such a man-
ner when broken that they will angwer until new ones ¢an be obtained.

When the foremast is carried away or broken, a purchase is nsaally taken from the mainmast
head and hooked inte the eye or to the upper end of the jib stay, and hauled tauf, so that the
malnmast may receive support, and at the same time the jib may be set ou the stay. By this
means the vessel is enabled to sail under her jib and mainsail, and perbaps with the staysail sets
between the masts, as well. This arrangement is feasible when the wmast is broken but a short
distance above the deck. When, however, it ie broken uear the cross-trees the jib-stay may be
placed on the foremast, and a reefed foresail and a jib with the bonnet out may be set instead of
the sail as already described.
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When the mainmast is brokev or carried away, if broken close to the deck, it is difficult to set
any after-sail unless u jury-mast is rigged. This may be done by lashing the main boom or some
other spar to the stump of the maimwast and attaching (he hajyards to its top, in sach 4 manner
that cither a reefed mainsail or riding-sail way be set on it. When, however, the mainmast is
broken higher up, it frequently becomeg possibie, by shortening the shrouds and putting on a
‘preventer spring-stay,” to set 1 reefed mainsail, or, more eommounly, a riding-xail, which, together
with the jib and foresail, geuerally enables the vessel to make fair headway., even agaiust a head
wind. Vessels rigged in this manuner have often made passages of 600 to 200 miles in a reasonably
short time. .

When the bowsprit is carried away or broken, cither by o sen or by carrying sail, the jib-stay
is ysually taken in through the ¢ hawse-pipe” and liove taut on the windlass, in snch @ mauner
that the jib with tl:e bonvet eut inay be set on i, and thus the vessel eun make steerage way on
the wind by having tie mainsail recfed ; bt when ranning {ree, may be able to earry the whole
mainsail. '

Vessels are sometimes 80 unfortunaie as to lose all their spars. 11 then becomes necessary
that jury-masts should be improvised, in order thal the vessel may reaeh port without assistance.
There are mauy ways of doing this, az well as performing the olber operations we have mentioned,
which can ouly be determined by the sarrounding circumstanees. The most general method is to
lash some light spar, boom, or gaiff, or perhaps even the jib shect traveler, to the stump of the
mast, having the halyard-blocks attached to the topmost end, whereby the sails may be boisted ;
fishing vessels rigged in this manner bave often arrived safely in port withont assistaunce.

REPAIRING DAMAGES INK THE RIGGING.—Iisking vessels, in cominon witl all other sea-going
vessels, are very liable to have their rigging broken or otherwise damaged wlile at sea, in snch a
manner that it is of the ntmost importance that it shonid be repaired promptly, both to insare the
safety of the vessel and the prosecution of the voyage. As vesscls are now rigged, however, yue
of the accidents of this kind to which they are most liable is that of having the fron work, by which
the rigging is attached, broken rather than the rigging itself, On Askhing vesscls this more fre-
nnently ocenrs to the iron-work conpected with the bobstay awd jib-stay than 1o that of any nther,
since upon this is brought to bear a very heavy strain. These aceidents are more likely to peenr
daring gsles when there is a heavy sea running than at any other time, and generally call for a
display of skill and seamanship such as is rarely needed clsewlere. Usaally, when the iron work
on the stem to which the jib-stay sets np is carried away, the end of the stay is taken in through
one of the hawse-pipes and set ap by tackles to the windlass and secured in & proper manner, I
is quite often the case that the iron work at the end of the bowsprit to which the bobstay is-
attached is broken, and it sometimes becomes necessary to replace this and to set the bobstay up
anew, even under the most difficglt and dangerons eircemstances. Fishing schoonoers are ocea-
sionalty liable to have their spring-steys unhooked, or the bolts in the shackles get Toose, in sneh
a manner that the mainmaget iz feft without that snpport. If this oecurs when the vessof is nnder
sail, it can be usually replaced without » great deal of troulde by runuing the vessel hefore the
wind, so that the mainsail may assist to keep the mainmast straight.

If lying at anchor, however, or under some other circumstances, it is generally necessary to
get a strap on the mainmast, to which a purchase from the forgmast is hooked and the head of the
mainmast hauled_forward far enongh to enable the wen to attach the spring-stay iu its proper
position. ‘The performance of this duty is usually one requiring a great amount of skill and judg-

ment, to suceessfully aceomplish it.
The parting of shronds, laniards, &e., are accidente to which all vessels are liable, and the
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same methods of repairing these are adopted on fishing vessels as on other vessels. These
meihods are {ully explained in all manuals of seamanship.”

Vessels engaged in the Bank Ashery always have their bobstays and thoe lower part of their
jib-stays provided with chafing-gear, to prevent the cable from coming in gontact with them. It
gomotimes bappens that while {he vessels are riding at anchor in pales of wind this chafing-gear
gets loose, and there is imminent dauger of the cable being chafed off and lost on that account.
To repuir this damage and to prevent ihe loss of the cable there is g‘enera.liy required a great
amount of daring and skill on the part of the fishermen, and many schemes are resorted to for the
accomplishment of this end, none being, however, free from danger. _

The parting and consequent replacing of running rigging is something that is of such frequent
oceurrence and so common to all vessels thut it hardly need be described at length in this place.

REPAIRING OR IMPROVISING SATLS.—The ordinary repairs to the sails made necessary by their
being torn, &c., do not differ materially from those on other vessels. We may mention here that
. in one instance, at least, a great deal of ingenuity was exhibited by fishermen in improvising sails
from their bed-clothing, and their vessel, the schooner Onward, of Gloncester, came gafely into
port. It may also be said that the riding-sail, which we have before described, is frequently
substituted for a jib when the latter sail has been damaged or blown away, and is alse mado to do
duty for either the mainsail or foresail, which may have beeu rendered nnfit for use. The staysail
may be used to take the place of either the mainsail or foresail in light weather, and oceasionally
the gaff topsail is substituted for a jil, or even for a fying.jib.

REPAIRING OR IMPROVISING A EUDDER.—Since fishing vessels are liable to lose their rudders
at sea, it is highly important that some means should be devised for steering, in order that the
vessel may reach port withont assistance. Various contrivances have been resorted to, among
which we will name the following:

(@) By taking an anchor-stock and lashing to one side of it successive tiers of the hawser or
eable. Then the bight of a rope is attached to its lower end, and another farther up, at the upper
part of the hawser. 1t is then put overboard and the upper end of the anchor-stock is brought into
the rudder-port. 'The ends of the ropes attached to it are then taken forward and hauled taut on
either side in such a manper that the improvised rudder is held in its proper place. The tiller is
next lashed to the upper end of the stock, and this serves the purpose very well, and a vessel can
nsually be steered with it without mueh diffieulty. Sowmetimes plank or timber may be substitated
for the hawser. In cases where an anchor-stack is mot to be had a light spar, gaff, topmast, or
even the jib-sheet traveler are taken instead.

(b} Another method is to make 1 coil of hawser, which is securely lasbed together in all its
parts. This is towed asterr, and the movements of the vessel are controlled by tackles leading
from either side of the stern to the standing parts of the hawser, the direction of the vessel being
ehanged by hauling in eithier one or the other of these.

{¢) A cask filled with water is sometimes gubstituted for a coil of cable, and may be made to
anawer nearly the same purpose.

REPAIRS FEOM LEAKS.-—The method of repairing leaks caused by collision is the only one that
will be considered here. It sometimes happens that fishing vessels are cat down by another nearly
to the water's edge, and, unless repaired promptly, are liable to sink before reaching a place of
safoty. In such cases a man is generally lowered over the side and fastens over the aperture
some canvas, over whick boards are fastened, if they are obtainable. If this is well done the
vessel can be tightened so that she may reach port without accident.

RIGHTING VESSELS WHIOH HAVE BEEN ENOOKED DOWR.—Althoagh most of our fishing vessels
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have their ballast grecured in snch a manner that it is not liable to give way, this can not be said
of the Bankers eungaged in  salt fishing,” which depend entively upon their salt for their ballast.
This salt is stowed in *pens,” or *bins,” bailt in the hold, and if they are not well built they are
very liable to give way when the vessel takes a heavy lurch. This sometimes ocenrs in a gale,
and when it does the vessel iz generally * knocked down”in econsequence, and thus placed in a
very dangerous position. At snch a time, when the vessel is lying nearly on her beam-ends, the
hold eannot be reached by the usnal manuner of going through the hatches, and the only thing te
be done is to enter tbe hold through the bulklheads from either the forecastie or cabin, She is
then “righted up” by shoveling the salt to windward. This plan is not always successful, since
losses have occurred from this cause. Before it was customary to secure the hallast as it is now,
it occasionally happened that a vessel was “knocked down,” shifting her ballast into the lee side,
a8 the Bankers shift their salt, rendering it necessary for the same efforts to be made in order to
bring her again upright.

REPAIRS OF BOATS.—Vessels engaged in the Bank fishery, especially in the winter, are
more liable than others to have their dories injured. It frequently becomes necessary that the
fishermen ghould be able to repair them, Many of the men become adepts in this kind of work,
and there are quite a nomber of instances recorded where, iy exhibiting their gkill and ingennity
in repairing boats almost entirely destroyed, they have succeeded in making a good voyage, which
otherwise would have resulted in copsiderable loss to all concerned.

This applies more particularly to our ced and halibut fishermen, since the whalers are gener-
ally provided with professional boat-builders and carpenters, especially hired for the purpose of
repairing boats that are damaged, and for constructing new ones.

SEC IV-~—10



F—APPENDIX: CAPE COD FISHERMEN IN 1862; AUTOBIOG-
RAPHY OF CAPT. N. E. ATWQOD.

55. FREEMAN'S DESCRIPTIOR OF CAFE COD FISHERMEN,

The following excellent sketch of the fishermen of Cape Cod is from Freeman’s History of
Cape Ood, published in 1862. It will apply as well to the men of the present day.

«Qape Cod has, not inappropriately, been called the ‘Right Arm of Massachusetts.” Without
reference to the topographical outline, the designation is merited, if regard be had to the employ-
ments, the nautieal skill, the enterprising and hitherto morally apright character of its inhabit-
ants; and it is doubtless to these considerations that reference was primarily intended in the
fignre employed. The glory of the Cape, we unhesitatingly assert, withont the poegibility of
contradiction, has been the character of the men who settled here and, through puccessive gener-
ations, their numerous descendants. We make this declaration ingenuously, unawed by the fear
of an accusation of self-laudation or egotism; for we speak of the community as a whole, not
gnoring the few anomalies that might possibly be found, as among all people, to constitute the
exceptions that prove the general rule; nor claiming for history the unfinished career of ganera
tions now on the stage of action.

« The almost entire population of the Oape has been made up of those who were descendants
from the Puritans, perpetuating their names and their virtnes; and the races here are generally
more purely English than in any other part of our land. The Oape has, at all times, furnished its
full proportion of enterprise, talent, génius, learning; and the merit of her sons has been acknowl-
edged in all lands. The moral sense and general intelligence of the people, from the time of the
earliest settlements, compare favorably with the inhabitants of any age, clime, or country.

#A large proportion of the male inhabitants ofthe Cape are, as is well known, early addicted
to the seas. This is a necessary incident of their locality. As seamen their aim, generally, is {o
command ; and perhaps no one portion of the giobe, of similar extent, has furnished so many able
commanders of ships. A vagne impression, we are aware, has long possessed a portion of the
public mind, that a seafaring life is not promotive of virtue ; but, that the seamen of Oape Cod are
" as remarkably exempt from the vices and frailties of humanity as any class of people whatever,
challenges denial; and the apprehension to which we have adverted has, whether just or merely
imaginary, no support from what is observable here. Our seamen are generally, a8 before inti-
mated, very soon commanders of ships, rather than ordinary sailors; and such as have not arrived
at the distinction are, for the most part, employed in vessels under those commanders or engaged
in the fisheries. Their visits to all lands and their intercourse with the wide world give them
large views that tend to the formation of a liberal, manly, noble character. Even in their fishing
exeursions they are, as it were, at home among their relatives and their early associates; and when
returned to the land and under their own roofs—whatever privations they may have soffered in
the times of peril, or because of national calamities, involving embargoes and wars—their dwellings

are pro-eminently abodes of comfort, and exhibit the marks of healthy thrift and enjoyment beycnd
146
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the allotment to other sections of our country, so far as relates to the general and equable distri-
bution of the bounties of 2 good Providence.

“The fishing voyages, it is admitted, are not always conducted without auxiliaries from abroad.
For many years there has been a disposition on the part of persons from the interior to place
themselves on board these vessels, to participate in the toils and advantages of these excursious,
But, after all, the home bands are the majority. Moreover, those from abread who seek a place on
board our fishing vessels are in many instances agriculturists, mechanies, sometimes tradesmen,
and clergymen, whose health has required that they try the salubrious air and salutary exercise of
the voyage for the restoration of wholesome and vigorous action of the system—an expariment
that seldom fails.

“ The sweeping remark of Tallesrand, that €all the qualities, all the virtues, whick are attached
to agriculture, are wunting in the man who lives by fishing,’ has been readily seized by mauj
wipds of superficial observation, as if ‘A gem oraculous on Aarow’s breast, or tongue of seers of
old icfallible’; but let it be borne in mind that those engaged in fisheries from the Cape are many
of them agriculturists. This community is very far from being made up of mere fishermen.
Unlike the ancient, Tyrus, when in fultilimwent of its ruin foretold it became ¢ the destroyed in the
midst of the sea, like the top of @ rock, a place for the fishers to dry their nets on, the Cape
embraces an extent of territory without an overcrowded population, sufficiently productive yet, if
not to save from famine the twe old colonies of Plymouth and Massaclusetts, to remunerate the
homely toils of a few practical husbandmen. Indeed, very few persous in the county are exclusively
fishermen ; nor are the circumstances uuder which the fisheries are prosecuted such as to stigma-
tize any class. Admit that under certain circumstances the exclusive vocation of fishing is not most
favorable to mental development, the remark would not be applicable at all to the larger class
engaged npon the seas and in other employments, nor to the many occupied i varions pursmits.
Besides, the constant emigration induced by that charaeteristic enterprise which leads 8o many to
geek wider fields of action, and which hus been populating every part of ocur country ever since
the first settlement of the Cape, leaves ample room, so that none are debarred for want of space
of the opportunitj' of associating with other chosen puorsuits that of agrivulture, herticuliure, or
kindred avocatious. We readily concede, however, that there is nothing pecessarily ennobling in
mere fishing ; indeed, we are constrained to acknowledge that there is always discernable a marked
difference just in proportion to the degree in which certain fisheries engross the time of individuals
to the exclusion of a larger acquaintance with the world and the neglect of hooks. Yet, this differ-
ence is not more apparent than in the influence of coutinual application to other callings everywhere.
Lumbering, rafting, boating on canals, &e., are attended with similar results. When the Cape
shall have hecome a community of fishermen alone, we shall have better opportuuity of testing the
axiom of Talleyrand. The Cape Cod man loves his native home. Wherever he may be, whether
in foreign climes, or buffeting the winds and plowing the waves of the billowy deep; whether
a merchant privcee in some one of our large cities, or located on the fertile lands of somoe new terri-
tory; whether north, or south, or east, or near the declining sun, his thoughts ever turn to his place
of nativity with fond delight and peculiar yearning; and he is proud to hail from this garden-spot
of creation-—for such, to him, in an important sense, it appears, whatever impressions others may
have conceived of its sterility and stereotyped dullness.

«Of this parvenn aristocracy of some parts of our country at the present day, the Cape makes
no boast. It is plebeian, though it has wealth, and that wealth liberally distributed. What is else-
where often mere show and empty ostentation, is here, generally, substantial reality. A man’s beaing
are not regarded as lodged in his purse; nor his character and elaims as depending on the super-

v
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vilious devotion of sinister and false-hearted hangers-on, nor yet his principles a thing to be deter-
mwined by the fortuitons chances and mutations of events. Refinement exists, withount its sicken-
ing affectations and diseased sensibilities; and intelligencé, without attempt at the display of the
transeendental, unreal, or impracticable. Commen sense---we use the term in its good old import—
has not so far become obsolete that it is is no longer destined to dwell among the denizens of the
Cape, a fixed trait. Do we utter extravagances? Does our delineation of the character of the mass
of the people seem to partake of a vain boast? Let the verdict of the whole world in regard to the
sons and daughters of Cape Cod be the decision of the issie.

“The diffusion of education among all classes is proverbial. One native-born who caunot read
and write as soon ag seven years of age, would here be regarded as a phenomenon. And here we
are foreibly reminded of that peculiar trait in the early settlers of the colony forever worthy of
commemoration—their appreciation of the general blessing of early education, and their untiring
efforts to secure it for posterity. The education of all was regarded by them as of primary impor-
tance to the well-being of the rising generations, the best good of the state, and the greatest hap-
piness of the human race; and to the furtherance of this end their best energies were directed. It
was truly fortunate for New England that so large a proportion of its first settlers were people of
intelligence and education ; and it may well be a subject of devout gratitude to God at the present
day, as it is of admiration, that in circumstances so unpropitious to the support of schools, the
settlers just beginning to plant themselves in & wilderness in the midst of many privations;
obliged to fell the forests and erect for their protection against the rigors of the climate snch hab-
itations as they might; compelled to cultivate the lands for their daily subsistence, and oft to de-
fend themselves agaiust apprehended dangers from the aberiginal race—shonld, with so slender
means, have given so mneh thought to the sabject of edncation, and especially that their thonghts
should have been so directed to the educatiou of the masses. It was not enough that they made it
a religions duty to instruct their offspring in the family, to enable them to read the Bible; they
must have other and greater facilities—an educated ministry, eduncated officers of state, and
teachers thoroughly educated ; and we hazard nothing in saying sacrifices were endured and pains
taken to accomplish the noble end which are a monument of distinction to the praise of our fore-
fathers, enduring as eternity.

# Never has there been a time in the history of this or any other country when ministers of the
gospel were generally—perhaps withont exception—Dbetter qualified by education and sound learn-
ing to give impulse to such a movement, and never were a set of men more influential than the
early seftlers; ncr was it the ministry alone. However mmnch deference was paid to that class of
men, the laity, which embraced very many highly edneated and a full proportion besides of those
who had a large share of {that to which we have already adverted, too gonerally at the present
day most uncommon kind of sense, called by a singular misnomer) common Sense, had minda of
large views and well disciplined, nor did they fail to employ their efforts—happily in concert with
their religions teachers—in effecting what: they conceived to lie at the foundation of good morals,
good government, and the pnblic weal.

«Private schools were, indeed, necessarily the first resort; but the subject of public schools
was agitated from the very first. In 1663 the colony court s proposed to the several townships
within its jurisdiction, as a thing which ouglt to be taken into serious consideration, that some
course be taken in every town that there be a scheolmaster set up to train children to reading and
writing’; and in 1670 that whieh may be regarded as the very germ of onr present truly noble
and beneficent system of free schools was enacted: A law freely granting ‘all sach profits as
may or shall acerne annually to the colony from fishing with nets or seinea at Cape Cod for
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mackerel, bass, or herring, to be improved for and towards a free school in some town in this
Jurisdiction, for the training ap of youth in literature for the good and benefit of posterity.’ That
school was established at Plymontb, the seat of government, and was supported six years by the
Cape Cod fisheries; when, in 1687, it ‘ was ordered, by the geperal court, ¢that in whatever
township in this government, consisting of {ifty families or upwards, a meet person may be
obtained to teach u grammar school; abd that such township shall allow at least £12 to be raised
by a rate on all the inhabitants of said town; and that those who have the more immediate benefit
thereof, with what others shall volantarily give, shall make up the residue necessary to maintain
the same; and that the profits ariging from the Cape fisheries, heretofore ordered to maintain a
grammar school in the coleny, shall be distributed to such towus as bave such grammar schools,
not exceeding £5 per annam fo any one town, unless the court treasurer or others appointed to
manage that affair shall see good cause to add thereunto; and further, that every such town as
consists of seventy families and npwards, and has not a grammar school therein, shall allow and
pay to the next town that has a grammar school the sum of £5, to be levied on the inhabitants
by rate, and gathered by constables of such towns by warrant from any magistrate of this juris-
dietion.) This law was in force until the union with the Massachusetta colony, or until about
that time. The fisheries were then made free to all persons, and other provisions for schools were
made.

¢ The attention of the community has ever thua been earefully directed to the cause of educa-
tion, The poor and the rich have enjoyed the means of good education. Hence there are few in
New England {and, as we have suggested, it would be difiienlt to find at the present day any adult
born on the Cape) who cannot at least read and write, with, in addition, a competent knowledge of
figures; whilst generally the opportunity has been atforded to secure thag full amount of education
requisite to qualify for suceessful business. In later years, the Cape has kept pace with the educy-
tional improvements of the age, and may point to many of its distinguished sons and accomplished
daughters as proof that it has never been greatly derelict in this duiy.

«The inhabitants of the Cape are a religicus pecple. The entire freedom of religious epiniou
claimed by them has led to a diversity of denomiuation, in almost every village as well as town,
places of public worship being reared by differing sects. But it is here disreputable to have no
religions belief, and there are acarcely any to be found who do not give their support to some one
mode of religious worship and form of faith,

“We may add that health, that greatest of all mere earthly blessings, here waves her wand
and crowns the votaries of frugality, industry, temperance, and virtue*

56. AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CAPT. NATHANIEL E. ATW0OD, OF PROVINCETOWN, MASS.

The foellowing sketch of the life of the veteran fisherman of Cape Cod i8 given in his own words
a8 told to wembers of the United States Fish Oommission in the summer of 1879, It reviews the
life of a man who began fishing in 1816, nt the age of nine years, and continned in active service
in many branches of the fisheries until 1866, when he became a fish-curer on shore. He said:

My memory is pretty good, and I know in what way I have speut my life. I remember alt
about my early voyages. Ihavelooked over my notes, going back for several years, so that I know
their dates precisely. I know every vessel I have been in and all their voyages from the begiuning
antil. the time I quit in 1866, thirteen years ago.

{ was born in Promeetown on the 13th of September, 1867. The first that I had J.nythmg

* frestnan's Hiat. of Cape Cod, Boston, 1862, Vol. I, pp. T41~749.
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to do with the fisheries was when T was nine years old. My father quit going to sea, and the next
season e was going totake mein the boat with him. That {all he, with some otlers, got & eatch
of 250 Larrels of sea-herring, and he called me out. He got me in the night to go with him in a
boat. I remember it very well, although it was a great while ago, because the boat was nearly
full of herring, and I undertook to row, and made a poor piece‘ of work of it. I remember the
herring quiddling around my legs. That is the first I had to do with fishing,

The next spring T went, with one other boy, with my fatler in & boat cod-fishing, We went
to Race Ioint, and used, as the sailors say, to carry our “grul” out with ns. Before Saturday
night we bad to come in and get a recruit. Weused a lap-strake boat a little smaller than a whale-
boat. The whale-boat rows with five oars, and these liad four oars, and we nsed to call them five-
handed Loats. Tlere were six-strake boats and seven-strake boats. They were 18 feet keel, and
1 shiould think about 5 feet beam, with four thwarts. We sometimes used a small sail, which we
made of 9 yards of top-gallant dack, § wide. Tlo mast was about 12 feet long.

o landed at the Race and hauled the boats up. We had little fish-huts there. My father built
his hut there, which was 6 feet by 8. He was 6 feet tall, and bad a berth across the end, and
could toneh his bead at one end and his feet at the other. The hut bad a wooden chimney. We
took sucl provisions as we could. Some fared better than others. We were pretty poor. I came
from poverty and obseurity. I suppose we were there about two months fishing for ecodfish. Dur-
ing the season a4 man and a boy, a youngster like, would probably average abouat 25 gquintals to a
boat. That is a fair averago for the two months that we stopped there,

After this we came off here and set mackerel nets in the harbor, begiuning about the 20th of
May to catch mackerel for sale fresh, These were sent to Boston market. -After the mackerel
season was over there was little doing here iz the summer, through July and August, but about
the middle of September the dogfish struck in on their way sonth. The doglish were licre in.the
spring, as they passed by tle Cape going north, but we didp’t get many of them., We followed
fislting for lozfish two months, from about the middle of September till the middle of November.
That was the best fishing of the season, as dogfish oil was worth about 810 a barrel, A man and
& boy would get some 15 barrels in that time, They were mostly females when they came in, but
tlre last school in November were abont all males. The males generally Liad better livers than the
females.

When winter came they dropped me, as I was too small to go winter fishing. Two men went
together in a boat cod-fishing.  We dido’t have any haddoek at that time. In 25 quintals of fish
we didn’t get more than 1 quintal of seale fish (haddock, hake, and pollock).  The codfish were sold
by the Lundred pounds, from 50 cents to §1 per hundred, while the haddoek were always eounted.
One boat would have two haddock and another three, and perbaps two or three boats woukl have
none. Haddock, weighing four, five, or six pounds, would sel! for 15 or 20 cents.  For many years
badidock were altogether higher than codfish, owing to their scarcity. This was in 1817. The busi-
ness on the whole during the winter helped them out considerably, becanse there was nothing clse
to do here. They used clams in the winter altogether for bait. Most of them we dag in the
vicinity, at Honse Point. About the first of Mareh the winter achool of fish was over, February
being the best month. Then very little was done in cod-fisking antil herring made their appear-
ance, which came in generaliy about the first of April, and when they caught thia fresh bait, for
two or three days they would do pretty well. 'We used to catel some few with clams in March.

Now I bave told yon about what we did the first year, and that is the character of the fisbing

‘that wo followed right straight along, although some who were able to build pollock seines were
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engaged in fishing pollock. They caught them out at the Race in the month of May, but we had
no such thing as a seine. We fished every year juost about the same from one year to another,

In 18181 was eleven years old. Iun November of that year we toved to Long Point and fished
from the shore there. Nohody lived there then. I went to school a little while when I was over
here, but not much. I was in the fishing boat most of the time excepting a short period in the
winter,

In 1819 we carried on the fishery as in the two preceding years. Up to this time I had staid
ashore, althongh I now felt anxious to go to sea, but my father thonght 1 could do better to go ‘with
him in the boat and belp him. T said T wanted to go to sea, but he wonld not go to ship me, bat
sald T ecould go if I wanted to. There was then s vessel fitting out for Labrador, the Dexter,
Joseph Bawtell, master, and he wanted a cook. Father said I might go over and ship with him.
I asked $40 for the run—that is, for the voyage. I finally traded with him for £37.50 to go to the
coast of Labrador as cook.

Wa sailed from Provincetown on the 6th of June. All but two of the erew belonged there.
There ia one man of them atill living, Therest are dead. We went to the coast of Labrador, but, as
it happened, we were unfortunate in getting codfish. Our men were not the best of fishermen, so
that we got a very small share. We carried, I think, 160 hogsheads of salt, and we brought back
abont 30 hogsheads, and were 8o mueh short on the fare. T don’t know now how far wo weng
north., 'We went to what was familiarly known to us as Grosswater Bay. Tt is not down on the
chart. On mygreturn home I found that I had made more than any man on the voyage. Qur
mode of fishing then was to let the vessel lie in the harbor and send the boats out. We at that
time had no vessel on the Grand Bank, and but two or three small vessels went ta the Gulf of
Saint Lawrence fishing for mackerel. All our fisheries were at Labrador at that time. We
carried four boats. We nsed one beat te get capelin for bait, When fish were plenty during the
capelin school the bait boat would seldom go fishing. The fishing boats were baited out of her.
We had one of the crew to throat, one to head, one to split, and a salter in the hold of the vessel,
galting the fish as they came down. On our arrival on the ecast of Labrador few codfish were 1o
be canght until the capelin schools came in, and then the cod came in with the capelin schools, The
capelin school lasted about three weeks, TIf you bad some salt when the capelin school was over
yon might get some herring for bait and fish with them. Bunt we picked up fish very slowly after the
capelin went away. When the capelin came on the coast the first that arrived were males, Yon
can tell the male from the female by external signs, so as to distingnish the sexes perfectly well,
When the males had been on the coast about a week, then came a mixture of females. They look
very much like a smelt, and are soft and full of spawn. We did not use them for food. On an
average about one-tenth of the capelin were females. When they had deposited their spawn the
males depogited their milt and made the wbole water white. Then the females went off. Boon
after the fishing slacked off, and we used to say they were capelin sick.

On my retwrn from that voyage, having been absent sixteen weeks and two days, I went to
Long Point and was very glad to see another house beinq erected close by my fatber’s, so that we
had two families there in the following winter. In the winter I went in the fishing boat, as I
was then old epough to stand the winter. The voyage of the Dexter was in the summer of 1820,
After fishing throngh the autumn and winter and in the shore fisheries the next spring, I shipped
for another Labrader voyage. My father shipped me on the achooner Favorite, Captain Paive.
We had ten shares in all, and I had three-fifths of a ghare. I thought as I was thirteen years old
f would not like to go again as cook, and I shipped as a hand before the mast. One of the prin-
cipal men had s brother about my age, and he was not willing that his brother shorld cook more
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than balf the time and wanted to make me cook half the time, I objected, but what was the use?
I finaliy bad to submit to it. We went early that spring, about the 10th of May, to the coast of
Newfoundland. We fished with clams on the north side, being ahead of the capelin school, in the
Straits of Belle Tsle and at Boone Bay. When it came time to go north to meet the capelin school
we left tbe Newfoundland fisbing and went to Grosswater again, and fished in Indian Harbor on
the south side of Grosswater Bay. We then fished until we consumed onr salt, with the exception
of a few logsheads, We got a good fare of fish, about 1,200 quintals, Then we came down into
the Straits of Belle Iste and went to a place called Pinwire, and there we washed our fish ont and
took them ashore on the rocks to dry. We brouglit them howe green the year before. We had
to tarn avd dry them on both sides, becanse we couldn’t dry them underoveath., 1 think we staid
there about four weeks, We then took our fish in and started for home. On our arrival home the
fish were not dry enougl for market, and we went to Gloncester and took our fish ont and dried
them over again, and then went to Boston for a market. My share amounted to £83.00. I then
came home in October and engaged in the shore fishery and winter fishery, as in years before.

In 1820 we fitted out the first whaling vessels from Provingetown, There were five that went
to the Azores and about that region for sperm whales. In 1321 we had twelve vessels from Prov-
incetown in the sperm-whale fishery, My father went as ship-keeper on one of the whalers, and
he made a pretty good voysge, so that he felt richer than ever betore. In 1822 we fitted out
eighteen vessels, and T shipped in the brig Laurel, Cook, master. Jo the two years previons the
whalers, on an average, did considerably better than the cod fishermen, and that was the reason
why the whalers increased so fast. We sailed on the 3d day of April from thig port, and went
southwest out across the Gulf Stream. Un the morning of the gixth day from home one man eried
out, “Towno!” They now say, “There sbe Dlows,” when they see a whale. I was below asleep,
and the noise on deck woke me. We lowered a boat and went out. There were three or four or
bulf a dozen whales together, but finally they tricked us and got away and we went back to get
our breukfast. We saw in the evening a bunch of whales to the leeward, and we got out and
struck a small one and held on to her a short time, but she became loose. I saw, however, that
she was spouting blood and they didn’t throw the harpooun again, but went to work lancing the
whales, and we roon had seven spouting blood, and gave them their death wounds very soon. It
soon began to look squally, with heavy clouds in the west. The first whale died and the rest
moved slowly to the windward, but it blew so heavy that we went back and took the first one
aboard and cat her in. It made but twelve barrels of oil. This was south of the Gulf Stream, I
could not say just what latitude and longitude it was in, but I think we may bave been one-third
the way to the Azores. We then run down, withoat seeing anything more, hunting around until
we made the isle of Corvo; und on the following day we went over to the western side of the islapnd
of Terceirn. We cruised up and down the shore day in and day out. We saw whales once, but
they were going very fast. We cliased them until night, but lost them, That was the second
time we saw sperm whales, Afterwards, in cruising off to the east gide of Terceira, the wind
came on to Llow heavy from the porthwest, and we went through the south side and anchored
between Port an Iré and Port Angra. I think there were & dozen out of the eighteen of oar fleet
anchored tlere. There was a Portuguese boat came down from Augra just to get 2 list of the
crews and a bill of health. Al had a bill of health. He boarded the schoouer Nero, Captain
Miller, of Provincetown, and when he came to call the crew up to examine them one man was below
sick in his berth. Ie says, %1 will take you np to Angra;” but the captain didn’s like that.
Finally Lie hesitated some and said, ““I think I butter go up first and get orders.” He went off) I
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think, two or three miles, and when he got half way up there Captain Miller up with the sails and
went off.  The boat didn’t come back,

The next day the wind moderated, and we all went out, bat didn’t get to the whaling ground
until just at night. The pext moring there was the Nera, with a great big whale alongside, and
they were cutting her fn, We soon strack one. The whale made good play (as the whalemen
say}, and we soon killed her and took ber alougside. She made 28 barrels. That is what 1
¢all a small take. We then eruised there some time longer, and onr next move was to go nerth,
pasgeing the island of Corve and Flores, about latitude 42, There wo crnised six weeks. When
wo had been ont a week or ten days it was very windy one morning, frow the southwest, and we
discovered a whale coming ap elose to us.  The captain said, ¢ The wind is blowing so that we will
1ot lower down, but run her down.” We reefed the sails and soon the whale went down, We
looked around another hour, but didn’t see her at all. At the end of that fime we discovered a
whale a5 much as five or six miles to the north of us, and we stretched on towards if, the wind
increasing all the time, Befure we got to him he went down. He spouted some forty times in forty
minutes, and then wernt down and staid as long ae that. When we got to about where we thoaght
he went down we lnffed tv. Pretly sooo he cams up. We lowered the beoats and got quite near
him, but he moved off faster than we conld. That was all we ever got near to in all the six weeks.

Then we wenb in to recruit, to get potatees, ouions, and other fresh vegetables. In the merning
the wind was from the nporthwest, with a light, nioderate breeze. We discovered a whale a long
distance abead, We got our breakfast as the vessel wag heading along that way, Wo suw the
whals when it went down, and we lowered our boats and rowed out to about where we thought
the whale disappeared. The captain said we better sfop rowing, and we stopped.  Pretty soon the
whale came up close to the mate’s Doat, and he pulled on and fastened to it. It was » monstrous
great whale., At that time we nsed what we called “drogues.” We took pieces of thick board about
15 inches stnare, the boards crossing each other, with a square hole throngh them. Then we had
a piece of kard wood with g shoulder te it, and had a rope strapped to it, go that when we threw
the harpoon into the whale, having a warp 8 or 8 fathome long, if the whale took fo ronning she
would have this drogue to tow through the water. We worked on that whale for an hour and a half
and it never went down, At the end of the hour and a half we had got in six drogue irons., The
whale ran on the top of the water very swiftly. We could not get near enough to the whale so that
we could burtivatall. We lapced it above the hump or behind the abdominal eavity., By and by
the whale went down and took about 400 fathoms of line. We carried 220 fathoms in each boub
and we had put the two together. I think we had 40 fathoms left. At this time the whale was
a good ways off. Whenever we attempted to approach him he would start. He went down six or
seven tiwes, aud the lagt time the warp parted and he carried everything with him, and we rever
saw him again tih be was miles and miles away. If we had not put in the drogue irons we might
have held him wp alengside and killed him. The next day we landed at Pico to get some grapes
and figs. All the whales we got made about forty barrels of oil. That was all we saw af the
Azores.

The captain then conceived the idea of stopping out over winter. As the other veasels were
coming home, one spared us & litle bread, another a little meat, and so we recrnited out of the
other vessels, We left the Azores early in September and went to the Cape de Verde Islands,
When we arrived there we had pretiy good reports, We went down to the Isle of Sal, which is a
salt island. There wag Lo very gootl anchorage thera on scceunt of there being some sharp roeks
at the bottom, and we had hemp cables. During the winter wbile staying here we got our cables
chafed off several times. ‘We remained here until the 10th of Febrnary, The wind wps blowing



154 rrSHERMUEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

most of the time, the regnlar northwest trades. It finally blew so strong that we couldn’t hold,
and we went into Madeira Bay and lay there two or threc days at a time in the heavy wind. When
the wind subsided we went out and worked off the windward of the islands. We went out, I think,
gome time in December, and got off to the windward of the Isle of Bal, and one Sunday morning
we were surrounnded with whales. We were not in the habit of whaling Sanday. Some of the
crew were anxious to go out and some opposed it. Suffice to say the capiain was opposed to
whaling SBunday and didn’t go. DBut some of them swore a good deal that night. The captain
said we were going to have a good spell of weather, and thers were 80 many whales we could get
# good many.

The next morning we had splendid weather, but we never saw a whale all day. Then, Tues-
day morning we were surrounded by whales. We were only & few miles to the northward of the
Isle of Sal. There was the biggest school I ever saw. We Jowered the boat early in the morning
and went eut and fastened to a whale. We soon killed it and teok it alongside and went to cutting
itin. The captain then thought #f more whales came along we would try to get another that
day. The one we took made 28 barrels. He sent mo aloft to look out. I was then a boy four-
teen years old. It was the fall before I was fifteen. I kept looking, and discovered, away to the
northward, whale spouts. I sung out, “Towno!” The captain wanted to know where, and 1 told
him off the weather bow. He came up and saw them. He said, “Let me know when they go
down.” I told him, and he saw what ¢’clock it was, and by and by he said, “Keep a sharp look-
out.” Pretty soon I saw them coming up, about half & mile away,and coming towards the vessel—
right at it. "We then rowed out, and we had not been out more than five minutes when 1p
came one, close to us. We let the boat run, keeping close to them. There were about a dozen of
them. Just before wo got to them one of them dropped his tail down and brought his head up ten
feet high and hung there. Our boat-steerer wanted to go ahead. He was a young man, and the
captain said he expected to head the boat himself. But the young man said he wanted to go in
the head and to strike the whale. He did so, and we shot up alongside of the whale and threw
the first harpoon. We have two; one called the preventer iron. He threw both of his harpeons,
and thought the first one went into the whale some, but the second he knew didw't gg in. The
whale went off about a hundred yards, and out eame his harpoon, and away went the whales, and
that was the lust of them. The next day the wind began to breeze up. We were to the windward
of the istands when I discovered a bunch of whales to the east of us. I gave the alarm and we
stood towards them. 'We soon found there was quite a number of them. We got where they were
and went out and fastened to one of them, a fifty-barrel whale. She made pretty good play, and 1
don’t remember whether they drogued her or nol. I think they didn't put any drogue irons into
her; but we lanced her, and pretty soon she began to spout blood. 1 was in the mate’s boat. We
did’t have a full crew. The captain said to the mate, “ Yon belter go aboard and unbend the
cables from the anchor and have it ready to put around this whale’s flukes” We set about to go
aboard, and she went down as plump as she could. We bent on our warp after she went down
and had taken as much rope as she wanted. When she came up she didn’t spout any blood at all.
We set out to go up and lance her, and a8 quick as we tried to do it she turned her head at us.
We couldw’t get any lance into that. The blubber is composed of what is called white-horse.
When we got near her she would turn her head around, throw her jaw ount, and come up at the
boat. We watched her and tried to get a chance at her. 'Then they threw a drogue iron right
into her breast, when she gave chase to us with her mouth open. 'We backed away, and didn’t
know but we should be eaten up. Then she turned right around, and I tell you she made the
splinters fiy. She went off with the head of the harpoon in her. We had a amsll sail, and just
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after dark we got aboard of the vessel and went into the harbor. There we lay about threc duys.
The next good spell of weather we went out again. We beat to the northward, when we saw
something Dlack stretched along out there. "We went to it and found it was this whale. She had
been dead four days, and had swelled up so much that she was as high as the brig’s rail. We
made fast to her and secured her. We ran down by the bend of the island, and before morning
we were at auchor in smooth water. The captain said, #If we cab this whale, as scon as we cut
jnto the case the oil will run ont. The only way we can do is to scuttle the bead on the broad
gide and then get in there and dip it out.” We did so, and bailed out ten barrels of lignid oil. It
was limpid and elear. Theh we undertook to get off the blubber. This was a very fat whale, and
when we hooked or to hoist np the Llubber the oil would eome down faster than any rain-storm 1
ever saw. We bloeked up the scuppers ag well as we could and dipped two or three barrels off the
deck. Afier stripping it, we let the carcass go. Woe staid until the 10th of February. We then
ran down to Buens Vista. Then we went to Brava, southwest of the Cape de Verde Islands, and
then bore of to the West Indies and went to Martinigne, There we found s brig that belonged
to New Bedford, Captain Plhillips. He was captain when there was no whale in sight, but Captain
Warren was captain when thero were whales. When we got to Martinique we saw some whales.
We lowered a boat and went out and struck a whale—a humpback—and finally kiiled it and Look
it alongside the vessel and cut her in. After we had cut up the whale we went and anchored in
one of the coves between Saint Pierre and Port Royal, and there we lay and tried it out. That
whule gave ns five barrels apiece. Then we started for home. On our voyage we had fair weather
and were twenty days from Martinigue to Provincetown, arriving on the 27th day of March. We
sailed the 3d of April the year before. My share was $20. I wanted to go whaling again, but
fatLer said, “You can't afford to go,” and that wound up my whaling. '

"The whalers all broke down lere then, There was one, Captain SBoper, master of the Ardent,
who went the next yoar and coming home he was capsized in a hurricane and four of the crew were
washed off. The remainder staid on the brig, and five, after remainiug on the wreck twenty-gix
days, were taken off alive and carried {o England, The mate died, but Captain Soper and three
men got home. All have since died cxeept one, who is in Fernandina, Fla.

Then 1 had to go to sea somewhere, and I shipped in the schooner Favorite again, but not with
the same capiain. They generally hire as cheap as they can. Sometimes the parties who hire
crews give them their boots. I got $12 a month and one boot. She was o schooner of 80 tous,
Reuben Ryder, master. I think we earried 160 hogsheads of salt, and that multipiied by eight
will give the bushels. We sailed from home about the middle of May. We proceeded first to the
pnorthern coast of Newfoundland and made a stop at the Bay of Islands, where we commenced
fishing with clam bait, We carried the clams with us. You see it was ahead of the capelin school.
After fishing a week or ten days we then proceeded northward and arrived at Indian Iarbor, the
other side of Grosswater Bay. Soon after we arrived, the capelin came upon the coast, and we
wet nearly all our salt during the capelin school, whick lasted some three weeks. Having some
salt Jeft we proceeded homeward, stopping at the Straits of Belle Isle at & place called Henley’s
Islands. The capelin were gone and we were compelled to fish with sand-eels or lants (Ammodytes).
There we fnished all onr salt but a few bnshels, left the coast, and proceeded on our voyage home-
ward. Wae arrived home sbout the 20th of September from the voyage, and the fish were brought
home in a green atate. That ended my voyage. 1 had earned my $12 a month and a boeot, and
got my discharge. Then I commenced in the shore fisheries, fishing for dogfish and mackerel in
the fall and in the winter fishing for cod. That completed 1823,

After fishing through the winter and spring I shipped again to go another new voyage in the
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schoover Independence, of Boston, Capt. Lewis L. Smith, The crew consisted of Lewis L. Bmith,
master; Daniel Smith, father to the captain, and Lewis and Daniel Smith were his sona. The
cook was Daniel, and that was his grandfather’s name, and he was on board. Then there wero
Atkins Smith, the captain’s brother, and Job Hill, the eaptain’s hrother-inlaw. Then there were
Ambrose Hill, Job’'s son, and L. Wo sailed for the Gulf of Baint Lawrence on the 27th of April.
That was too early to getinto the Gulf forice. We first harbored in Barrington, near Cape Sable.
Then we made a move eastward and harbered in Liscomb's Harbor. The next move we got to
Canso, where we remained several days. The northern part of the straits was filled with ice.
After some days of sountherly wind, the ice drifted northward aud we made another move along,
harboring again at Port Hood, where we were detained a few days. We were bound for the Mag-
dalen Tslands. We got about half-way, and had to come back on account of the ice. After a
fow days the ico cleared so that we reached the Magdalen Islands and went into harbor. The
vessel went out into the gnif and brought their fish to shore as soon as they got part of a fare,
and they were cured by a Frenchman living on the island, who received 10 per cent. for curing then.
We dido’t fish any to speak of at Magdalen Islands, but we went over to Bank Bradley fishing,
also to North Cape, Prince Edward Island. We didn't get more than two-thirds of a cargo of fish,
and when it came time to come home weleft the Gulf, notwithstanding some 40 hogsheads of salt
were not consmmed, After taking the fish on board at Magdalen Islands the schooner sailed and
arrived home in the.latter part of Beptember. When I left the vessel 1 engaged in the shore
fisheries through the antumn, winter, and following spring. This completes 1824,

The next spring I shipped in the schooner President, Ebenezer Atkins master. That schooner
was 84 tons, and carried 160 hogsheads of salt. During both of these voyages we fished wholly
with mackerel bait, and we conld catch as many as we wanted. The mackerel were caught with jigs,
there being enongh offal thrown over from the decks to keep them on the surface. We nearly
always took the spawn of codfish and used it for mackerel toll-bait to keep them at the sarface.
We fished mostly on Bank Bradley, off North Cape, Prince Edward Island, and along the west
shore from Escuminac Point to Point Miscou. We finished our salt and then commenced our
homeward passage, ﬁrriving home the latter part of September. When we were on the way howne
I was looking out to see the barren and sterile sands of Cape Cod come into view. After arriving
in Provincetown the fish were washed out by the crew and delivered to the owner for preparing for
market, I engaged in the shore fishery until the fish were ready for market, when I again Jjoined
the vessel. After taking in the fish, we went to Boston for market. The eod-fishermen then went
up and tied alongside the Long Wharf. The dock came up to the Faneail Hall building. Where
the Quincy Market building now stands, there was water when I first went to Boston. When
I was on the Independence the vessels jib-boom extended np to North street (Ann strect it
was called then). Our vessels went up there and hauled up tp Leng Wharf to wait for o
buyer. They kept coming, one after another, until there was qliite an accumulation of vessels
there. The meat they ate was chiefly sheep, and they would buy them for 124 cents, but they
used to generally give about 25 cents. There was at that time tonsiderable work for the crews in
anloading vessels while they were waiting for a purchaser to buy their fish. We gold the fish fer
$2 o quintal. 1 made %150, : .

1 was engaged in the following year, during the spring, in fishing for codfish at Race Poins.
In the winter the fishing was in Cape Cod Bay. 1 shipped then in a new schooner belonging to
Welllleet, the Aurora, Capt. Freeman A. Baker, master. She was a vessel of 50 tons and was
built at Nowburyport. We engaged in the mackerel fishery on the New England coast from (Cape
Cod to Mouut Desert. On that voyage the vessel came over from Wellfleet and took me shoard,
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also my brother and another boy, and sailed the 20th day of June, 1826. On the first day out,
about sunset, we discovered a school of mackerel. We laffed to, threw bait, and called the school
alongside, and got some 5 or 6 barrels. That is the first fishing that ever I made jigging. From
this we proceeded to Cashe’s Ledge and in some two or three weeks we got 150 barrels of mack-
erel ; after which the mackerel ceased biting, and therc was ten days passed, and we never got
but two barrels of mackerel croising from Cashe’s Ledge to Monnt Desert; after which we fell in
with maekerel off Mount Desert and soon comypleted our cargo. We then proceeded for Boston.
We arrived in Bosten the 2d day of Augnst. We were gone just five weels. We carried
altogether butts, that is, molasses hogsheads, and a vessel of any great size would have four tiers
of hogsheads. We took. those barrels on deck to strike the mackerel in, to dress then iu, and to
soak them in. We only carried twenty butts, and the remaining fish were salted aud barreled
just as they do now. We arrived in Boston and packed onr mackerel out. We had 238 barrels:
38 of No. 1, 23 of No. 8, and 177 of No. 2. These mackerel were gold for $4.25 for No. 1, 5.25 flor
No. 2, and $2.25 for No. 3. Inspection cost us 92 cents a barrel. The inspector hired the butts.
After a day or two we packed out and the vessel came home. We were in a hurry to get out.
The wind came on from the northeast and kept us ten days, after which the wind hauled to the
southward, when we left for the fishing ground. The wind changing to the eastward we bore up
for Cape Ann and remained in the barbor of Gloucester for a week; after which the wind
changed to the westward and we left the harbor. We arrived off Mount Desert and it came on a
storm and we landed in Cranberry Islands. We bad got 26 barrels in getting so far on our
voyage. After leaving the harbor the next day we proceeded eastward. The 11th of September
we got 38 wash barrels, the 13th we got 45, the 13th of September (which was my birthday) we
got 51, ou the 14th we got 28, and the next day 24. The wind then came on from the eastward
and we bore up and went to Cranberry Islands again, with 140 barrels of mackerel, When the
weather became good again we went out and found plenty of mackerel, and completed our ecargo.
We proceeded to Boston, where we packed out 253 barrels, We had 177 barrels of No. 1, 8 barrels
of Neo. 3, and 68 barrels of No. 2. As we were going into Bosten we hailed a mackerel schooner
that was coming out, and they said that mackerel were worth 43, 84, and 85. Our skipper
remarked that If they kept as high as that be wouldn’t ask any more. He woald get rich
enough. The crew made $105 to & share.

Then we made another trip, the third, fishing between Cape Cod and Cape Ann, on what is
called Stellwagen Banks, During fall we got 225 barrels more that we packed. Abeuf 180 bar-
rels were No. 1, and the rest No. ‘2, The last day we were wide off shore from Marblehead, on the
20th of November,and caught 20 wash barrels. Then it began to snow and we came info IBoston
Harbor. The next morning there wag ice over the wash barrels. We went up then and guitted
the voyage. I made $200 for the three trips. That following winter and spring 1 engaged in the
shore figshery. _ '

- Rarly in June I went to Boston and took the schooner Missouri, 33 tons. She wasn't very
big. This was my first trip as captain. After fishing about & month for codfish we abandoned
that and fitted for the mackerel fishery on the New England coast. We had two men beside my-
gelf, and two small boys, and got abont 200 barrels of mackerel during the season. We clesed up
our fishing about the middle of November. Wae jigzed the mackerel and sometimes picked np a
few barrels with a gaff. When we fitted in the fall T bonght a quarter of the vessel, for which 1
paid $100. The nmext spring I started codfishing in our bay abont Cape Cod. About the 1lst of
May we left off fishing there and fitted for the Guif of Saint Lawrcuce cod fishery. e earried 45
hogsheads of salt. Idon’t know what time we left the Gmif, We wet all our salt. Ou onr arrival
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at Cape Canso we were short of provisions, but I supposed we wonld not be more than a week, but
we were fifteen days, 8o we were half starved when we got home. After landing our fish we fitted
for the mackerel fishery, and I was employed in that antil the middle of November, 1828, In the
winter T engaged in the winter fishing in the same vessel. We went to the north shore off Lynn
and remained there six weeks, I made $12. We came home and the vessel was laid up until the
next 86as0m.

By going four months out of the nive, exclusive of the winter, we obtained a bounty at the
rate of &4 a ton on the vessel’s measurement. We commenced early in Mareh and fished until
about the 1st of June for codfish; after which we engaged in the mackerel fishery until Novem-
ber on the coast of Maine and Massachngetts. Then we weunt bounty catching abont a week or ten
days. We called it bounty eatching because we shouldn’t have gone if it hadn’t been for the
bounty, After spending the winter at home I was still in the Missonri, and in the spring engaged
in the halibut fishery along the shores of Cape Cod and Nantuocket Shoals. At that time it took
only a simall gquantity to glat the Boston market with halibut. The most we got was 3 cents a _
poundl. I have earried 2,000 weight, and when I got to Boston would let them (the dealers) come
into the hold and pick out 1,000 weight which I would sell for half & cent a pound and throw the
rest overboard, Some vessels couldnt sell their cargoes at all. The reason of this was because
Boston was small in population. Iee never had been used for icing halibut; but was nsed only in
the eity of Boston, and that was as far as they could be carried without ice. Gloncester was not
engaged in the halibut fishery at the time, 8o that we, particularly Wellfleet, supplied the Boston
market with halibut. The halibut season commenced in March and lasted until July. When
mackerel got fat there was no sale for halibut. _

Early in June, 1830, we fitted for the mackerel fishery. We went first off abont the vicinity
of Cashe’s Ledge and fished from there to Mount Pleasant Rock. We got a trip of 100 barrels
and were absent four weeks. T think we made $30 to a share. There were three men, including
myself, and two boys on board. Tt was the custom of mackerel vessels to carry stone ballast in the
bottom and stow the barrels on the top of the stones. We threw out the stones and only took in
and beaded ap 12 barrels of stone, and stowed the vessel full of empty barrels and salt,

We sailed from Provincetown the 1st day of August. On the following day, at 9 p. m., it eom-
menced to blow a gale from the northeast. We were just near the western edge of George's Bank.
It blew so hard the vessel could hardly stand up, and lay over on her side, and we were pretty
seared. The gale woderaled, however, the next wmorning. When we had been ont a week we had 23
barrels. The vessels fitted out for short voyages, from one to six weeks. When we were ont two
weeks we had 16 barrels. Tt looked pretty blue. Oue-third of our time was gone and we had canght
only 16 barrels. W then ran eastward down off the coast of Grand Manan, and when three weeks
were out we had 00 barrels. Afterwarids, for some ten days, we caught very few mackerel, and
proceeded westward, When off Mount Desert hills, bearing about northwest, we fell in with
plenty of mackerel and filled all our barrels. We arrived in Boston after 2an absence of about six
weeks, with 1274 barrels. We Lad 83 barrels of Xo. 1, and the balance No. 2, There were only
abont, 2 barrels of No. 3, and we didn’t pack them, but kept them for grind bait and toll bait. We
shared clear $103, We got about $6.00 for No. 1, and $5.50 for No. 2, Our outfits were very
light. The vessel drew one-guarter.

We then fished in Massachusetts Bay between Cape Cod and Capa Ann and got abont 75 barrels,
which closed the year’s fishing. We thought that was doing pretty well, and the owner wanted
we to leave the vessel and take o larger one. He bonght a new vessel on the stooks for me, of 76
tons, but he had no written eontraet and the fellow hacked out beeause the price raised and
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wouldn’t sell. I went to Boston in March, expecting to have that vessel. About the last of March
the schooner Mary arrived from the West Indies and I took her and fitted for the Grand Bank.
‘We sailed from here the 11th of April for the cod fishery. We depended at that fime more par-
ticularly on mackerel fishing. All the Provincetown Bankers came in early so as to be ready for
the mackerel fishery. This was not the eage with Plymouth and Marblehead, which were engaged
exclusively in the cod fishery. That April, May, June, and half of July were spent on the Banks
fishing for codfish, and on the return the vessels fitted for mackerel fishing, and in the full at the
close of the mackerel fishery they put in the remainder of the four months in cod fishing in order
to secure the bounty. We bad eight men and a cook, so that we fished half and half, having four
for a dress gang; one to throat, one to head, one to split, and one to salt. They exchanged places
every watch of two hours. The fishing was all carried on from the deck of the vessel. Wae carried
salt clams for bait and generally took about 20 barrels. We returned home about the middle of
July ; after which we engaged in mackerel fishing on the coast of New England from Cape Cod
to Mount Desert. During the summer we caught 400 barrels of mackerel. ‘We quit fishing in the
early part of November, 1831, to make out the rest of our time to obtain the bounty. We maude
$163 to a share. 'We conld live very well with a family then on that, if the family wasn’t too hig.
I staid ashore that winter and didp’t go fishing.

On the 23 of February, 1832, I sailed for the West Todies as caplain of the Mary, although
I had never been engaged in the coasting trade and knew nofbing abont it, We were hound for
Ponce, Porto Rico. Afterlanding the cargo we engaged a freight of molasses for New York. We
arrived there about the first of Apri], and from there we went to Murfreesborough, North Carolina,
in ballast, after a cargo of white-oak pipe staves for Boston. "Wa arrived in Boston with our cargo
and then proceeded to fit for the mackerel tishery. That year the mackerel were poor and scarce
and we made a small voyage, only making $10 apiece. We left the vessel in the fall.

In January, 1833, I had 2 new schoener calied the Carcline. We lozded on the owner’s
aceount and went to Pance again, After discharging our cargo we loaded with sugar and molasses
for New York and returned without incident. Then we chartered to go to North Carolina and load
with red.oak hogshead staves for Falmonth, Jamaiea. After discharging cargo we went up the
river to Tobasco, Mexico, in ballast and loaded logwood for New York. Afier having an ordinary
passage to New York we took in ballast for Boston. This year it was so late that all the good men
were employed, and I preferred to leave the vessel and go fishing witlh my brother, who was then
on & cod-fishing voyage. So I went with him mackere! fishing on the schooner Nelson. We sailed
abont the middle of July and ended about the first of November. We made $120 to a share.
There were seven men in the crew, but three of them were hired. These were paid about $10 or
#12 a month. The owner wanted me to take a schooner called the Lucretia, on shares, and go to
Nopth Carolina and get freight, and I took charge of her. Bhe was a vessel of 77 tons. I sailed
the 26th of December. I started to go to Ponce again with red-oak staves and ¢ypress shingles,
and then I agreed to return with a ‘cargo of molasses for the same parties, I staid at Ponce
twenty.nine days, and subsequently loaded with molasses and returned to Edenton, North Caro-
lina, On my retarn I received instrnetions from my owuners to purchase & cargo of red-oak hogs-
head staves, which I did, and returned to Beston for the fishery. T gave up the vessel in Boston,
1t was an nonprofitable voyage. I lost my fime and §50,

Then I shipped again with my brother to go mackereling on 8 #chooner called the Luey Mary.
We had five on shares aud the rest were hired. After going out and spending some three weeks,
and being off the coast of Grand Manan, my brother wos taken wick with fever and we brought
tim home. We only got half a dozen barrels of mackerel. On our arrival home I then took
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charge of the vessel.  First T went to Chatham and found notling, and then went. into Massachu-
gotts Bay and fished on Middie Bank, and in about three weeks got a trip of 160 barrels. We
went into Tloston and packed them out. W fished a second trip in the bay, betweenr Cape Cod
and Cape Ann, and caught aboat 150 burrels more. At the end of the season, 1834, we hauled the
vesgel up. ‘

1 sailed in the schooner Lmey Mary on the 28th of April, 1835, for the Grand Bank, and was
absent 11 weeks and 3 days, obtaining 600 quintals of fish. Tle Lucy Mary measured 59 tons Q.
M. (about 38 X. M.} We carried three sharesmen, and three men and a cook, lrired ul a cheap rate,
and made $200 to a share. On our retnrn we landed our fish, which could not be cured at that
thne of year, salted them in kenches, aud put them in the store to wait for eold weather.  After
this wo fitted for mackerel fishing in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We ghipped one more shatves-
man and sailed August 2, fished for a while about the Magdalen Islands, and returned home about
the middie of October with 180 barrels of mackerel. We fished for the rest of the season for cod
and mackerel in Massachusetts Bay, making $220 after the 2d of Angust. After the end of the
season we carried our eodfish and mackerel to Boston and sold them, the codfish selling for $2.75,
the mackerel for $7 and £3. I spent the winter at home. I didwe’t feel like going fishing, and
went to building dories, which, at this time, were just cominginto use. (See account of dory busi-
ness elsewhere. )

In 1836 I was still in the Tuey Mary, my Lrother, Johu Atwooed, master, and we started in
the spring for the Grand Bank. We sailed the last of April, and after a short passage of six
days anchored on the Grand Bank, 1In the first two or three weeks we caught between 4,000 and
5,000 fish. Then it came on to blow heavy from the north and northeast. We were at an anchor,
and as many as twenty vessels—square-rigged TFrench Lrigs and American schooners, all catching
gome fish—were around s, The blow lasted nine days, and when it was over there was not a
vessel in sight, a1l having drifted away or been obliged to change their berths, The wind brought
down hundreds of great icebergs, which were floating all around ns. We got our anchor and ran
for the eastern end of the Bank, but we met a vessel which said that it was full of ice there, so we
ran to the north, and there, on the edge of the Bunk, between latitude 45° and 46°, through the
whole voyage, when it was clear, we could see twenty icebergs or more floating all around us. We
were frightened almest to death all the time, particnlarly when the fog shut down thick, but none
of them came foul of ns. The ice was there as long as we were. 'When we got home we had been
gone eleven weeks and three dags, and had on board 572 quintals of fish. This year my brother
and I had fitted the vessel and hired the whole crew, paying $18 apiece a month for three men,
#16 for one, and %8 for a cook. We made $460 to a share. On onr arrival home we discharged
all our erew, and my brother and I landed all our fish ourselves and put them in salt. Then we
got on board the salt and the barrels and everything for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We sailed
on ihe 1st of Angust, and on our arrival we conld not hear of any mackerel being caught. We spoke
vessels from Bank Bradley and Prince Edward’s Island and Gaspé, but they all said there was no
fishing. So webore np and went to the Magdalens. When we got there we found that they had
been catching mackere! the day before off Black Land, near Tantenore, off the northwest coast.
S0 the next day we went down there. Wefound nothing till we got to the east end, and there we
caught a few, The wind blew up to the nortbwest heavy and drove us aronnd to the west of the
island, where we anchored under the lec. The next day the weather moderated, and then we could
get no mackerel at all. Then we bore up and went to Newfouodland. We went as far as Port
an Port, and never caught a mackerel—not a mackerel. Then we went back to the Magdalens
as quick a8 we could get back, and fisbed there for the rest of the voyage. We returned home
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about the 10tk of November, and pasked our mackerol—192 barrels of No. 1 and 33 of No. 2,
After packing the mackerel out we took them in and earried them to Boston. They were then
worth $7.31 and $8.31. We concluded not to sell, and brought them home, and laid up the vessel
alongside the wharf to wait for them to raise. In Febroary we went up to Doston, I think, again,
and they had raised 81 & Dbarrel, so we made $225 by keeping them. From this trip we netted
$430 to 2 share, or #5890 for the whole voyage. This was a big year for us.

In the spring of 1837 the owner of our vessel sold ont to go inte the commission business. e
bad a large packet calied the Tam (VShanter, a brig; and when we were in Boston to sell our
mackerel in Febrnary be asked me to take charge of her, So I shipped in the brig, and came
down home to get my clothes. The first voyage was to Savannab, with an assorted carge. 1
Liired at 50 a month., We left the 27th of March, and returned to Boston with a cargo of cotton,
This was the time of the panic, and we could get umo freight, so we ehartered to go to St
Thomas to look for freight there. There was no freight there, so we went to the island of Bonaire
and loaded with salt for Bosten, e loaded deep and came out through the Mona passage. The
next day came a hmrricane. What a time that was! It blowed away my sails, split off seven
stanchions, water-ways, and the bulwarks, and it was all we could do to keep her afloat.  She was
leaking badly, and the erew conld not leave the pumps. I lost my mainsail, and had te lie te
under a close-reefed foresail. Then it died away a flat calm and held calm six days. Then it
breezed up fair, and wWe came up to Boston. We left home ecarly in September. The brig was
next chartered to go to Port an Prince. My folks would not let me go, because it was sickly
there, and I engaged for the rest of the full in fishing for dogfish and mackerel, and that winter 1
went winter fishing until March, 1838, at which time we had got into the babit of going fishing
in dories.

In 1838 my brother John and I bought a pink-stern boat of 4G tons, called the Orlando. Bhe
was an old cheap thing, but we thought she would do to putter around the skore in. 8o we let
otir schooner out to go to the Grand Bank. We fisbed around the shores of Cape Ced and on
Nantucket Shoals for cod and balibut, and earried them to market, Then in May, when fhe
dogfish began to trouble us, we came inshore to fish for mackerel, which were plepty along the
Trure shore. We fished until June, uud then went to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Our sails
were 8o poor we did not stay there long, and we got vuly abont 20 Larrels, We returned hone,
and fished along onr bay for the bLalance of the fall, Thaf winter I didp’t go fishing. I didu’t
feel very well, for T had hurt my knee in the summer. The folks over on the oint had got disap-
pointed in their school teacher, so they got me to teach school, and 1 got sick enongh of it. Thad
about thirty scholars. :

In the spring of 1839 we got another mau to take the Orlando, and I took the Lucy Mary and
went to the Grand Bank with one sharesman and a cheap crew. 1 didp’t go very eanly, for T fished
on the backside of Cape Cod the first part of the season, and sailed for the Grand Bank about the
Gth of June, returning about the middle of September. That was one of the years when maekerel
were searce. As the prospect looked so0 bad for mackerel we concluded to wash oui the fish und lay
up the vessel. Bo John and I cured up the fish. We conld do better at that than to hire them cured
and go mackereling. When we arrived home with 567 guintals, fish were worth o good price, $3.50
a quintal, but when we got ours cured they had fallen to $2.50, We concluded we wouldr't sell
them, but keep them until spring. Tn February, 1839, we took {be Lucy Mary and went fishing
for halibut in the gully between the eape and the middle grom:ds at a depth of 20 to 30 fathows.
We fished there in the spring, and then went down the backside of the Cape after balibut aud cod.
After the season wag over I took in my fish and earried them to Bostop, and could hardly sell
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them at all. 1 sold 300 gquintals at 2 a quintal to one dealer in Albany, and anetber Albany
man took Lalf the rest on condition that T would ship the remainder, which I did, and got #1.71 a
quintal for them. So on that Grand Bank voyage I made only $50.

In 1840 muckerel were estremely searce. Peopls who had been whaling st the Azores said
that they were plenty there, and Iarge ones, so T conecived the idea of going to the Azores in
search of mackerel. We fitted out the vessel and I went there with a crew of five meu, all
sharesmen.  We found no wackerel there, but a sort of bonite, probably the Awris raches, so T got
home as quick 2s T could. Seo we Lauled up until winter and then we fished in the golly for
hatibat. Ouly one otber vesssl, the Adrian, was fishing there, and we did very well. Wo had
the monopoly of the BRoston market, for at that time the Gloucester vessels did not begin the
Dbalibut fishery until the 1st of March. Sometimes we got 10 cents a pound for the fish.

T 1841 T was still in the Tuey Mary, and in {lhe spring we went off Monomoy and Chatham
and fished for shad.  This was a new kind of fishery. Years before, when I used to go there for
bait, T saw a wan eatching shad, but could get no information from him, aud it was cvident that
he tried to Le shy. In 1840 we mistrusted they were catching shad there, and two or threc vessels
went down there from Provincetown, and fished with otbers from Chatham and got a good many.
In 1841 great preparations were made for catching shad, and vessels went there from Connecticut,
Rhode Island, and all around, A petition was gept to the legislature to prevent out States folks
from fishing. The law passed, but the fishermen came nevertheless. The law must bave geared
the shad away, for nove came there that year, We found no shad at Monomoy, 8o we went over
to Nantucket. We gof a few in the course of cur absence of three or four weeks, or we should
have made a Lroken voyage. The Lucy Mary was high boat, for we ventured out in rougher
weather than the others. We had four boats and eight men, and made about $60 to o share, my
brother and I. Shad werc worth about $7 a barrel, and weighed 3 or 4 pounds each. They
came late in May and carly June, and were not there more than a fortnight. When fishing for
them we went out in smull boats and drifted, each boat carrying sbout 800 yards of gill-net,
which we made ourselves on purpose. The year before everybody had done well,  After the shad
had left we returned and engaged in the mackerel fishing. This year, before the nets were set,
mackerel had Ticen seen outside the eape, and we concluded to drift for them as we had for shad, and
made a good thing of i, We used common mackerel nets, each bost setting ten nets of 60 yards
cach. We used to put them over and let them drift all night, and in doing this we found an ever-
lagting sight of whiting, which were very troublesome. We sometimes had to draw in our nets
for fear that we sbould catell so many whiting we couldn’t hanl them out the next day. We used
to get tons and tons of them. They had always been plenty and staid until the bluefish tipped
them ont. We made perhaps $100 in mackerel netting, sending them to Boston fresh, and paying
a quarter for carrying them. After the spring mackerel net-fishing was over, we fitted the Tucy
Mary for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, We shipped a crew of seven men, all sharesmen. This war
one of the awful searce years for mackerel, and only 55,000 barrels were packed in the whole State,
Wea went direct to the Magdalen Islands, tished down to the eastern end and staid there apd kept
catching o few on the ledges. They were good mackerel what we did eafch. ‘We Lkept hearing
from the west shore of the gulf that there were no mackerel there. We staid until October and
then came out with 100 barrels. That was as well as we could have done at anything, for mack-
erel were considerable high. We got a good price and wmade about $100 apiece. Iu the winter
we went halibuting again.

In 1842 I got a letter from Dr. D. H. Storer, of Boston, saying that he was preparing a book
on the fisheries of Massachusetts, and asking about the torpedo, Which he had heard occurred on
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ovur shores, 1 knew ull about it. I supposed, having been a fisherman go long, I knew a good deal.
ITe was a doctor of pliysie, and T thonght I would aid Lim without any pecuniary pay, and he
aeeepted,  After T had answered questions about thirty-two kinds of figh he sent me his report,
and said that was all they kuew about fish and anything I could do wonld be important. I looked
over it and fonud that T eonld do a good deal, and this was the begiuning of my acquainianee with
scientific wen.

In 1542 1 was fisking for Lalibuf and eod on the backside of the cape, but left off soon enough
to go shadding again, a second time, at Monowmoy, from the last of May to the 20th of June. We
had our nets already made and could go witheut any additional eost of outfit, We were ansue-
cessful and made only about $20 to a man, the crew consisting of eight men, Therc were probably
fifty sail of vesgels off Chatham fishing for shad. After this was over we eommenced mackerel
dragging in the bay, and eontinuned it until the middle of July. Then we fitted for the Gulf of
Saint Tawrence, sailing the latter part of July, We fished altogeiber at the Magdalens aud gol.
only 60 barrelz; but this was a good share compared with otler vessels., There were very few
Proviucetown vessels in the mackerel fishery that year, they being engaged mainly in the cod and
while fishery. There were & few from Cape Anu in the gulf with ns. We refurned home late in
the fall, and our profits were very small.

In the winter, from the Ist of February, 1843, to May, we fished as usual in the golly for
halibat, and went to ostou eight or nine times, sometimes carrying 5,000 or 6,000 pounds of fish
soinetimes net more than 2,000, About this year we begnn getting trawls for h:\]ilfut, as has heen
deseribed elsewheore.  Defore we begun trawling we carried ten dories snd eleven men, one 1ian
staying on board while every other one of the crew took a dory and went out to fish with hand-lines
at virious points within sight of the vessel,  After trawling began we carried only five dories and
sent two wen out in eaeh of thew. When we first began fi=ling for halibut in the grlly the fish
would weigh on an average about 135 pounds, This was in 1838; but after we had fished there
three or four years they didn't average more than 73 pounds. We used haddoek for bait, After
we got throagh Lalibut fishing there was ne encouragement to fit for mackereling. Qur vessel
wasg old and would not pay for repairing, so 1 went to Saiut I'ierre and sold her to the Irench for
#600. 1 ballasted her with brick, which also brought a good price. That wonnd up the old Lney
Mary. )

In the spring of 1844 I commenced to fsh jn a little old sloop which my brotlier had bouglt.
1t wasn't good for anything, and was called the Mars. We bad & crew of two n:en and a boy.
We fished on what we called Mill Ledge, not more than a mile from Highland light, in from 14 to
23 fathoms of water. We caught about 500 or 660 weight the first day ount, and as we coaldw’t get
them into the well alive we struck them with a elab as big arcnud ag my arw, and then pat themn
into the well dead. The wind sprung up and tbe next moruing it was still blewing fresh. We
started to haul our dead halibiet up to dress ithem when to our surprise ¢very one of them was
alive! We hit them as hard as we could, On this trip we made £100 to a sharc.

After the spring fishing was over we then engaged in the mackerel net fiskery for the season.
The mackeiel came in here o spawn the latter part of May and through the month of June. We
didw’t use the sloop in this fishery, but had a boat.

The plsiice, Platessa oblonga of Btorer, was extremely abundant here then. At that tie thore
were a great many squid, and the plaice fod on thew. We caught 2,000 plaice in one afternoon.
W sold them in Boston for turbot. Here and there we eould foul & murketman who weould boy
150 or 200 pounds, but generally there was ne demand for them. So we gave them away very
frequently. After we went two or {hree times to Boston with plaice we found it wonlde't pay at



164 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

all. We could cateh enough, but conldu't find o warket for them., When bluefish cawse they
beecatne very scored,

After we got through carrying plaice to Bostou we went out in the bay and fished for cod and
hake, and whatever we eould eateh, unfil about the 1st of Septewber. We didv’t like the sloop
very well, We got tired of pomying.  Hearing of a sloop for sale at Xew London I went thero
and bouglt the smack J. Bawyer, 33 tous. After boying that smack we brought her around in
the fall of 1844, and commenced fisking in her, and fished into 1845. The 1st of January we were
fishing for codfish. We kad a erew of five men and carried four dories. The men were all on
shares. We fislied for cod in our bay and on Mid Bay Ledge, 7 miles from bLere towards Sand-
wich, the first of thi¢ winter and into January, 1845. Subscquently the fish left the ledge and we
went out inte deeper water off Race Point. After fishing till spring, about the 1st of April we
went on fo Naptucket Sheals with that smack for Lalibut, and I think we stocked about $400
while we were there, We went four trips, abont five weeks altogether.

Then we stopped 4t bome to engage in the mackerel net fishery, and let our smack out to a
man whe earried the fish to Boston market fresh and got a quarter for earrying them. We fighed
in our boats in our bay, diifting for mackerel.

After that mackerel scason was over there was no prospect of doiung much heres and we came
to the conclusion to go dewn fo the coast of Maine. e weni {o Monlegan, and the fishermeu
there said we couli’t eatel mackere! in nets; but we went oot in our dories and set our nets in
the night. We were gone from home fonr weeks and made 90 to a share. We thought that was
doing pretty well and went down aga;’n, but the next time there were go many sharks that we
conldn't do much and came home. The sharks wowld get in and tear the nets,

After returning home in the fall we set nets in our bay. We set them in the night and would
draw them in the morning if the weather wonld permit. We fished in this way till about the
middle of November and then fitted ont for winter fishing in Cape Cod Bay. We fished for
eodfish in the bay and carried them alive to Boston market. In the spring of 1846 we engaged in
halibut fishing as the year before. Then we left out our smack for a man to go in her to run
mackerel whife we fished for them in the bay. Then, after we got throngh with that, whieh might
be about the 1st of July, we went to Monhegav as the year before, Beveral others went that
yeﬁr. Wo dide’t de mueh. Returning howe we flshed with mackerel nets {gill-netg) Liere in the
fall, until about the middle of November, when we commenced winter fishing again, (See Storer,

- Fishes of Mussachusetts, pp. 58-174).

During the winter we liad carried to Boston 3,999 cod, which weighed 51,263 pounds, and we
stocked $734.18. In the spring we caught 2,205 cod and stocked $240.43,

We went cod-fishing in the winter nntil May 8, 1847, Then we went dragging for mackercl.
This year we concluded uob to go to Monhegan, so two of us took the smack and took two loads of
lobsters to New York., We dido’t do much with them. They died, for we didu’t know how to
take carc of them very well. Affer retarning, about the Ist of August, from New York, we com-
menced fishing for hake and pollock and fished way into the anfumn. We dido’t save the hake
sounds then.

After that fishing was over we set mackerel nets until late in December and then commenced
winter fishing again.

In the spripg we went halibuting, fishing down on Nantucket Shoals until May. Mackerel
catchers didn’t do much, so that I dide’t go at all to set mackerel nets. After the spring halibut
fishing was over I commenced to earry lobsters to Doston,  After the Boston trade fell off we then
made five trips to New York with lobsters. 'We bronght Lowe frait to sell. 'We bought the lobsters
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Lere, We stopped alout the Ist of September, 1848, and then commenced fishing for hake and
pollock again. 'We did better at lobstering than we could at anything clse. In the fall we set
mackerel nets, buf. did pot do much and fitted out for winter fishing as usual.

In 1849 we were in the J. Bawyer still fishing for cod in the winter and halibut in the spring.
E’Ve had contraected to furnizh lobsters to Boston, bul we heard of e¢lholera Deing at the south and
the dealers backed out.

During the spring of 1849 I was in Boston selling codfish. We were acenstomed to take onr
livers to Boston, and we sold them for 25 cents a bucket., Some parties came and effered us 37
cents. I made inquiry and foupd they wanted them for medicive, but T thought it was pretty
coarse medicine. I was acquainted with doctors, pliysicians, avd clhemi-ts, and I inguired a2bont
cod-liver oil, and they told me that it had been used in Trance for some years and was getting
more eommon every day. Afterward I wade alittle oil and they said at Boston it was just as good
a8 they ever saw,

I eonceived the idea of going to Labrador to get cod livers, and Prof. Jefiries Wyman, Horatio
R, Storer, and Frank H. Storer went with me. 'We started in pursuit of objects of natural history
and the manufacture of medicinal cod-liver oil. It waslate in the scason, and most of the cod-fish-
ing was over. I carried two dories. I got 300 gallons of cod-liver oil. We then returned home,
and resorted to setting mackerel nets through the fall. My wife died while I was absent that
voyage. This was the commencement of my manufacture of cod-liver oil, and I hiuve been engaged
in it ever since. I sold my smack when I eame home, and in the spriug of 1850 I bought the
schooner William Gray, 58 tons, and fitted for Labrador. . The main object of the voyage was to
procure cod-liver oil. T earried 200 Dushels of salt which I eonsumed on the codiish of my own
entch. We got 20 barrels of medicinal oil. Then I retorned home about the middle of September.

During that fall our fishermen were fishing for hake and pellock, and I commenced buying
them. T didn’t fish myself. I made $2¢0. My schooner was hauled up at this time. My brother
had a schoober, the Ned Buntline, and I weat, fishing for cod in the bay with bim in the December
of 1850, Wao fished for halibut, and did very well. After T left the Ned Buntlice there were some
men who wanted to go lalibuting, and I told them if they were a mind to get the schooner off 1
wonld go. They got Ler off and I pat a new suit of sails on her and started abont the early part
of April. Ishipped my crew mpop their own hooks. Every one had what be cateled. I got 2,000
weight of halibrt and went to Boston and sold them for 24 cents a pound. We then went to Nan-
tucket Shoals, and we caught 67 halibut that day and they weighed 6,000 pounds. This was Thurs-
day, and the next day the wind struck us northeast and we went to Edgartown. Mouday we came
out and by night we were off Chatham and we tried to get up by the Cape. The next morning it blew
heavy and I ran down and run in after soundiog on the shoal ground of Stellwagen Bank. Finally
we got here and anchored in Herring Cove. The wind increased that night and the next morning the
schooner dragged her anchor. Then I put on another und she drapged that too. Finally I pat out
the ehain anchor and that held her till the gale wasover. That night Minot’s Ledge Light was blown
over. 1 then weunt to Boston and found halibat in good demand. The first sold for 6 conts. Then I
sold some for 5 and sold the lust for 1 cent a pound. We stocked about $120. I owned the whole
vessel and drew a quarter for her, so that I made a eonsiderable good trip. After recruiting with
bait we started out agajn and the first day we caught 67 again, and the next day we canght about 60,
and the third day about 20 and started for Boston. Where I fished was in about 18 fathoms, Chat-
ham Light bearing northwest by west. We went to Boston and sold our haiibat for & cents right
throngh, My share was #175. We were gone five days. Then we went one other trip dowu there
. and got about #100, Then we came home and fitted for the Bay Chalenr, Gulf of Saint Lawrenca.
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We sailed about the middle of July, 1851, We went down the coast of Maine and tried to get
some Teenladen but didw’t catch mucl. After arriving in the gnlf we went to the Magdalen
Islands to fish apd fished tlhierc uniil about the middle of September, when wo went to Prinee Ed-
ward Island. WWe took a beavy squall {rom thie northeast. There were six vessels in company
with us. We could see where the harbor swent in, and I had a man aboard who had fished there
before and who said Lie was just as well nequainted there as with Provincetown Harbor. One of
these other schooners was half a mile ahead and one wes belind.  Then it got dark and T lost
sight of these vessels. 1 saw a tremendous breaker shead and I put Nat, iy little boy, below and
hauled to the north and luffed, and I hade’t run hut a winute when I saw a sca coming from the
otlier guarter. When that sea came along midships it broke right over ns. The next sen that
straek ns didw't strike us so Lard.  She came working over Gl slie came o the main beack of the
istardd, She was up so high that the tide didu’t wet her keel. T stripped her und sold her there.
She Lrought most as mueh s she was worth. 1 was there a week. I went aboard another Provinee-
town vessel that was coming home and got off at Saint Teter’s that uight, and there came on what
was known as the Yankee gale. T think it was the 4th of Oclober, 1851, We hauled off that
night and the nest morning it was blowing o gale of wind. We sailed on tii} nearly night head-
ing up northwest, and T saw a big breaker abead. A sea struek us and took off our jib and fiying
iib and the boat off the stern.  We were earried right up on the north part of Saint Teter’s. T had
twenty barrels of my mackere] aboard, which I saved. Then T finally came home iu another ves-
sel. I wade pretty well that voyage. She was insured for $600, and I got iy mackerel out and
shipped them for home. We made $40 to a share on onr mackerel, and did tiptop.

My Lrother was building o vessel at Nortlport, L. L., called the Golden Bagle, 80 tons. In the

spring of 1872 T went fishing for Lalibnt on Nantneket Shoals and took them to New York. Then
we cume here for mackerel fishing and this vessel enrtied them to Boston., Then we went to
teerge’s Bank for halibut in June, and earried our Lalibut to New York. We went two trips.
Alter the two trips we fitted for mackereling—salt wackercling.  We went off east of Cape Ann,
and subsequently in the bay, and fished until the 1st of October, aud then came lLome, and my
brother took the vessel and went packeting to Boston and T set mackerel nets,  In those winters I
made cod-liver oil, but that didn't stop me frotn dory fishing.

When we returned from the George’s in Augast, 1852, we gtopped at Provinectown and took
in 2,000 lobsters, There were three sharesmen und we each took our wives and children o New
York to the World's Fair, There were eleven of us, and we stepped a week in New York.

In 1853 I was in the Golden Eagle on Nantucket Shoals, and afterwards went to Geergoe's
Bank until the 1st of September, as the year before. In antamn T fished with gill-nets in our
bay. I Dbought 200 guintals of hake and pollock.

in 1854 John, my brother, Ieft, and T took charge of ihe schoovner and fished for cod and haii-
but on Nantucket Shoals and George's Bank as the year before, and afterwards fished for mackerel
from the shore. Then my brother-in-law took her and went mackereling.

In 1833, in the spring, T commenced dory fishing for cod, and preparing for catching mackerel
with nets. T built a new hoat, called the Ichthyologist, which cost $240, for a drag-boat to drift
with nets in the bay. My son Nut was going with me and seemed to think that there was small
chanee for me to be high boat, until T undertook to explain to him why I thought I shounld be. I
said to him, “Fknow what the maekerel come here for. They come here to deposit their spawn.
They spawn in the head of the bay, in 7, 8, or 10 fathoms of water. If you goup to the spawning
grounds you will find them more numerous.”  Accordingly, we got our beat ready and on the 20th
day of May we left and went up the bay into about 16 fathoms of water, There we put over our
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pets just as it was dark. All ibe rest of the fishing boats went out seuthwest from the Wood End
to pick up thosc scattering mackerel, except one that chased me. When we drew onr nets in the
mornisg T think we Lad 2,050 mackerel, when we returned home, The other boat, the one that
chased e, got 3,000. We then put them on a schooner and sent them to Boston and paid one-
quarter for carrying. Cf the boats that went off the Wood End tle Ligh boat got 140, My Lirotler
thought it was strange that he didn’t get more; that o got his best night's work out there the
year before, but he didn’t remember at what time of the year it was. The following night it was
still pleasant, and 4il the boats went up the bay. One of the vesscls was afraid if {hey dido’t
haul their nets that night they wouldn’t get any fish, so they drew their nets at 9 o'clock, and
only got 1,600, When I hauled in ju the morning I had 3,500. WWhen I arrived § fonnd that
the vessel that took mackerel was all full, and I landed at home and salted thew, and E. 8.
Smith & Co. gave me 2 cents apicce for them, so I got #70. After the mackerel depoesit their
spawn in the head of the bay they want sometling to eat, and I thought that where there is the
most bait is where the tide running into Cape Cod bay meets with still water. 1 went there and got
a full fare. At the close of the fishing we were high bost. We stocked about &320, which was
about $100 more than any other boat. After the fishing season was over, which terminated about
the middle of June, I shipped in the schooner YWave Crest, Captain Doane, and weunt to Mosliegan
{0 catels mackerel with nets, and took my boat and nets with me. We fished with gill-nets, drift-
ing off the island. The fishermen there took a great faney to my boat and T sold hier for $240.

In the spring of 1853 I built a new boat. In the snmmer I went with that boat to Monhegan
for mackerel, returning home the st of September. Then 1 fished from: the shore for maclkerel
until late in the autnmn. In the winter T engaged in fishing and making cod liver oil.

In the spring of 1856 I built another boat and commenced about the 20th of May to drag
mackerel mets, which lasted until about the middle of June. The 1st of July 1 received an
appointment as commissioner to inquire into the expediency and practicability of the artiticiul prop-
agation of fish. 1 loeated at Sandwich to watch the habits of the trout {Salmo fontinalis) during
the spawning season. I had two colleagues on ihe commission with me, Hon, Reuben A. Chap.
man, of Springfield, and Dr. Heury Wheatland, of Salem. In the following winter we made our
report, which terminated the commission. In November I was elected a member of the State
house of representatives, whick took me away from the fishing here.

When it came January of 1857 I went to the legislature, which was in session one hundred
and forty-six days, and did not return home until June, On my retorn home I took the sloop-
smack Federal and engaged ju buying lobsters and carrying them to Boston until Septetnber, wfter
which I was engaged in the shore fisheries in antmmu, and the mackere] fishery.

The following Jannary, 1858, I was returned to the Louse. After the elosc of the session 1
joined the sloop Federal and engaged iu the lobster and bluefish trade, sending the fish te Doston
until September, In the autumn I engaged in the shore fishery.

Tn 1859, in January, I was winter fishing, and in the spring I joined the sloop Féderal again
and engaged in tho lobster and bluefish trade again, as the year before. In the fall T engaged in
the shore fishery and mackerel net fishery. ‘

The next spring, 1860, I again joined the Federal and went in her until about the Lst of
June, when I went to Plymonth and there I swapped this smack for 8 better one called the Wave,
by paying $400 to boot. I continued in the same business, fishing and buying Iobsters and blue-
fish when I could get them, and selling them in Beston, until the 1st of September. In auteinn
1 engaged in the mackerel net fishery and later in winter fishing.

In the spring of 1861 T teok the sloop Wave and commenced fishing for eod and lLalibut, after
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which I engaged in carrying fresh mackerel and lobsters to Bosten until September. In the
autnmn I was fishing for mackerel with gill-nets in Massachusctts Bay.

In 1862 I did not go fishing in the winter—only occasionally. In the spring I was fishing for
cod and halibut again, and in the snmmer for lobsters and bloefish, In the winter I engaged in
the manufacture of eod-liver oil; in fact, I did so every winter.  In the fall I set mackerel nets.

In 1863 I was in the sloop Wave, and engaged in fishing tho same as the year before.

In 1864 T was in the Wave off Cape Cod in the spring and carrying mackerel and bluefish to
Boston until September,  In the winter ] engaged in the manufacture of cod-liver oil.

In 1865 I was still in the Wave, engaged in cod and Lalibut fishing in the spring, and carrying
fresh mackerel to market that we canght fu gill-nets liere, which lasted until about the middle of
June. After that I engaged in carrying bluefish to Doston aad fishing in the bay for codfish.
In the autumn 1 fished for mackerel with gill-nets, Tn the winter I made cod-liver oil.

In 1866 I was in the sloop Wave, halibut fishing, as in springs before, After which earryiog
mackerel to market until June; and through tho summer I engaged i thie Liluefish and dogfish
fishery. In September I sold my vessel.  That is when T coiled up my lines and guitted going
vesseling.

Ever since that time I have been epgaged in the mannfacture of medicinal cod-liver oil and in
smoking halibut brought from the Grand Bank.

In 1866 I honght 250 gquintals of halibud, but was about three months smoking them, and the
price fell, and I lost 41l my labor and 8500, The next spring 1 received a notification to deliver a
course of lectures Lefore the Lowell Institute, which I gave in the winter of 18¢8* I smoked
400 quintals of halibut for Boston parties. In 1869, 1870, and 1871 1 was in the fishery. Each and
every year we smoked from 400 to 700 quintals of halibut, until the last three years. ILast year we
smoked 130 grintals, but the manufacture of eod liver oil has been my main business.

* The lectures delivered by Captain Atwood ot the Lowell Institute in 1868 were largely ottended and very suc-
ecssful.-— Editor,
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